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Review of Modern Times* 
SECTION V, 




Contents *of‘the fifth $e&fon. / 

Grand difributhn of rewards at ihc court of M&rfiZdabad — about'a coror of rupees 
fent to court as the?*' ofSer-efraz-qhari s efate — Aali-verdi-qhan refilves on an ex- 

pedition againf 1 ‘a ofGutek—the ire fa conquered—grange efcape of its Wee- ^ 

rqy—fingular ( ojity oj a Gent00 Prince towards him* — Aiili-verduqban leave s 

his grand fon l the government of Zreffie—great refpeft payed by Aali-verdi-qhan 
and his family to Ser-efraz-qhan's mother—the nezo Governor of ire (fa manages un¬ 
worthily — h- } enormous oppreffitons—the ancient Governor's fin-in-law recovers 
pojfejfion oj Catec—ztthere be frizes and confines the nezo Governor — Aali-verdi- 
qhan marches into Sreffia—where he defeats Bakyr-ally-qhan—finks the Zreffia a- 
'Tieiv-Zin-eddin ahmed-qhan^Viceroyof 'Jvimsbtuijaequirti a character for valor and 

crnduEl _ -orders RofW* fivm-terahi to be put to death—the Marhalias invade Bengal — 

Aali-verdi-qhan refilves to fight them—fame of his commanders lag behind—the Af¬ 
ghan's injhe army incline to a general defeftiojf—he difJains to pay a ranfim to the 
Marhattas—he recovers the ajfeStion of his Afghans—he fights his way through the 
enemy—memorable retreat of the Bengal Army to Cutzvd—two elephants fave it 
front definition—the Marhattas plunder part of MZrffiZdabad—get poffidfion of 
: JlSgli—ravage all Bengal fiftih of the Ganga—the Governor of AJmabad marches 

to his Uncle's affi fiance-—ingenious meeting of Aali-vcrdi-qbans with a relation of 
his—the Emperor fidds AbZl-mam 8 r-qban aiidBalnJjirfto to fuccour Bengal—a bridge 
of boats breaks down, ami vccafions a great lofs—the Marhattas five rely chaffed— 
Overbearing behaviour of AbZl-mans# r+qhart—the author's father is mijrepnfented 
—Baliidjirdo under pretence of fucc curing Aali-verdi-qhan , ravages Bengal — Azim- 
abad fir Jed by an accident from imminent danger — fingular rcfilution of a lady who 
attempts to defend her houfe and quarter againf the Marhattas—ambiguous meeting 
between Anti-Verdi and Baladprdo—HuJ'sei W 8 ly-qhan lofes his office, but is rein- 
fated by Gahafity -begum,daughter nf the Viceroy—ill offices rendered to the author's 
father— ■hbo parts with Aali-verdi-qhan 9 s family—city of Azin; ah ad fscared by a 
'wall—high credit of Mufiepha-qhan with the Viceroy — Aali-verdi-qhan refilves to 
entrap the P he bait a commanders—mof of them maffiacred—tbc Marhattasfaugh- 
tered every where, evacuate Bengal—f range character .of the Afghan nation— 
Mfcplm-qhan, from a general of the Viceroy's, becomes his rival—he tomes to an 
open war with him—he (Macks tie Governor of Azimabad—who oppofes him vigo~ 

isfp v v "■ - ■ ■■. .« ' $ •£' ■ ■ ■ - Huffy 
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ftt /.'y—depfiiaffbn fenl 'hhru — Jagenmusa.-id'artfulmtffdgt of bis to !-'■ :,h , 

—bold open an fever of the latter’ s—the Afghans attach and carry the ini. fA.emsof 
Ai.h-1-abad, andyet areworfed — the-Vidlory is fnatcheda feconcl time from the handsoj 
Mufepfa-qbanpipho is foot though the heai—Aali-ve'diqhan marches to fuccour 
his Nephew-the Afghan’s victorious a third time,are worfed again,and Mufepka- 
qhan is fain ■—the body of that hero unworthily ujed. 

J^^ALI-VERDI-QHAN having rendered himfelf maf-’r of thefe Eaftern 
kingdoms, and taken pofifeffion of thofe riches ac< red by Shud- 

jah-qhan and Ser-efraz-qban, which were reckoned by L . ^nly, turned his 

attention towards tranqtuHfing the Country, and eftablifhing his own govern¬ 
ment. At tire kune time he received from the prefence the tides of Shudjah- 
r d-mulc and Heffam-ed-doSlah, that is, the Valorous of the flate, and the 
Sword of the Empire; was honoured with the brevet of feven' thoufand horfe, 
and decorated with the infignia of the Mahi ; and ,v\nrr feemingly with a 
view to humour his tendernefs for his family, bellowed high honors upon eve¬ 
ry individual of it: for his younger nephew and Son-in-law, Zin-eddin-ah- 
med-qhan, v'hom he had left at Azint-abad, as Ills Lieutenant, and whom he 
had now rendered abfolute in that Province, was honoured with the brevet 
of feven thoufand horfe and the titles of Vaillant, the honor of the Empire, and 
the terrible in mar, together with the Mahi, the fringed Paleky, the k etric 
drum and the flandard. His eldeft nephew and Son-in-law, Nevazifh-mah 
med-qhan, whom he had appointed governor of the Province of Djehan- 
ghir-nagar Dacca, with the annexes of Silhat and Iflam-abad-chatgam, 
was now honored with the office of Divan of Bengal, and decorated with the 

infignia of the Mahi, and diftmguifhed with the Sir-names and tides of 
° 

the Vaillant and of the maguificient of the fate, ah Tr alorous in mat. His 

<?nnd diftri- 

^ the middling nephew Sayd-ahmed~qhan, who fo early ~ the times of Shudjali* 

court of MSr- 

ihsaabad. qhan and Ser-efraz qban, had enjoyed the Fodjdary of Rangpoor, where he 
had acquired great riches; was decorated with the fame rank and dignities, 
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the impetwut i* war: to all which was added a promife of ..me rever* 
of the Province of Srefili, whenever it might be recovered from M 8 rfh 8 d- 
c 8 l ,y-qhan, Son-in-law to Shudjah-qhan by a half Sifter of Scr-efraz-qhan's: 
a. nobleman, who to the reputation of a manof,renfe and wit joined the talents 
pf an ingenious Poet, and gloried as much in the title of the Enthoufiaftried 
and the unfettered , which he bore, as a Poet, as in that of Roftan-djung(i), 
which he had received as a nobleman of rank and a governor of a great Pro¬ 
vince. Mirza-mehmed, ekleft Son of Zm-cddia-ahmed-qhan, he adopted for 
his Son; artd he took care to have him bred near his perfon, after having be- 
ftowed upon him the title and Sirname of Seradj-edd681ah-fluh-c8Iy-qhan- 
bahadyr (z), with the office of admiral of Djehan-qhir-nagar Daca, which he 
had obtained for hun from the prefence: and as Nevaziih-mahmed-qhan his 
eldeft Son-in-law and nephevv had no child of his own, he made him-adopt 
Mirza- mehmed’s younger brother, for whom he procured the firname of-Ba- 
defhah-c81y-qhan with the title of Ecram-edd681ah ( 3 ): thefe two bro¬ 
thers were honored each of them with the rank of feven thoufand horfe, 
decorated with the dignities and infignia annexed to fo high a degree of ele¬ 
vation,and became high and mighty Lords from their very childhood. Ataa-oi- 
lah-qhan, younger Son-in-law to Hadji-ahmcd a nobleman, who on Aali-ver- 
di-qhan’s being appointed to the Lieutenancy o£Azim-abad,had fucceeded him 
in the Fodjdary of Acbar-nagar-radje-mahl,fo early as the times of Shudjah- 
qhan and Ser-efraz-qhan, was now advanced to the Fodjdary of Bagal-p 8 r, 
promoted to a Brigade of three thoufand horfe, and foot, honored with the 

(1) The Hercules in battles, 

(2) 'Stm Valliant Lord, Soldier of the Emperor, and flambeau of bis Empire. The ofnee of Admiral of 
"Daca, airlifted in building and fitting a ftcet of large vcffcls and gallics, fome of them as big as the biggeft gal¬ 
lics in Europe, awl fending them to Dchti. His expenditure was aftigned upon eighty villages about Daca, rated 
at 40*000 rupees, but which in procefs of time ycilded above three lacs. 

(3) The \Vords of BadJhab-cWy-qban are of the fame import as thofc of Shah-cSli-^han ; but Ecram-ed-ddW* 
Signifies Hie honor of the Empire. 

degree 


5 




Bor Deputy to Ne- 

vaziffi-nv.hamed-qb n, was ho:.- ed with n\e rank of three tl ouland hoile, 
to which wm> added the diffin&ion of a Uandard and a kettle drum, and the 
Sirname of Bahadyr or valliant. Ataa-yar-qhan, half brother to Aali-verdi- 
qhan, and Fakyr-dllah-qhan, as well as N8r-8Hah-beg-cjhan and Mir-Djaa- 
fer-qhan, and Muflepha-qhan, with feveral other perfons, whether relations, 
friends, or officers of confequence, were every one of them honored with dif- 
tiisfcions, advanced to dignities and officers, or promoted to commands. Cheia- 
ray agent to the Ray-rayan-aalem-ohund, Divan, or minifter to the late 
Shudjth-qhan, was himfelf honored with the tide of Ray-ray an, and appointed 
Divan to Aali-verdi-qhan ; and Radja Djanki-ram, who was art antient Db 
viui of Ids, was appointed Divan of the bodies or muPcerr and comptroller of 
the regifters. It was in'contemplation to bellow the rank of three thouffind 
"iorfc, and the title of Br.hadyr with the Paymafter-fhip general, on Abdal- 
aaly-qhan, my vmcle, who was alfo a ccufm-german to Aali-verdi-qhan, in 
the fame manner as they had been enjoyed by that officer’s father Seyd- zin- 
el-aabedin, my maternal grand father, who was *fon to A:tli -verdi-tjhan’s 
aunt: but that nobleman, who expe&ed to be promoted on an equal footing 
with the oilier nephews of Aali-verdi-qhan, being difplealed at the fuperi- 
ority given them, quitted the court in difguft, and obtained leave to repair to 
Azim abaci where in fact he returned. Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, who governed 
ti.t .v, flunking himft.lt honoredby his arrival, gave him the government of 
Turhut in addition to the Colic&or-fliip of Bahar and Befoc, which he enjoy- 
alseady; uofmng him morover to live at his court as his friend. AJxlol- 
aali-qhan having abfented himfelf for reafons of his own from the court of 
M8rfliCdabad, the office of Pay mailer general which was intended for that 


Nobleman, was bellowed on my Aunt’s kulband, Nufret-aaly-qimn, and the 

fecond 
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(econd Paymailcr-lbip was bdtowed on Fakir Olkh-beg-qhan Bahadyr, who 
' was one of the perfons moft attached to Aali-verdi-qhan. This prince having 

now dilpofed of thofe many offices and honors according to the dictates of his 
gratitude and wifdom, Cent the Coror of Rupees and the Pifb-kufh,orprefent 
in money which he had promifed to the Emperor, It confifted of money and 
precious goods, and was accepted by the mediation of iirac-qhan, minifter of 

Bate. As to the confifcated property of Ser-effraz-qhan’s, he fet a part as much 
of it as he thought proper for the Emperor’sufe;but hearing tlutJMSrid-qhan die 
valiant, aLord of the fecond rank in the Emperor’s Court, had been fent from 
die capital for the double purpofe of taking the poffeffion of Ser-effraz.qlian’s 
«eftate,and receiving the Revenue of Bengal which had been arreared fince that 
Viceroy’s fitting upon the Mefned; lie wrote him a rclpe&ful letter to requeft 
his taking ibme repole at Azimabad, as he was himfelf fetting out for Radj- 
mah;d with intention to meet him at Sacry-gally ( 4 ) .where he would not fail to 
deliver into his excellency’s hands, both Ser-effraz-qlian’s eftate and thejbal- 
lancedue on the Revenue, As this requeft wasjcalcukted to prevent that No¬ 
bleman from obtaining entrance into Bengal, Aali-verdi-qhan in the month of 
Redjeb, fet out for Acber-nagar-Radj mahal,vvhere after waiting many days he 
was met by M 8 rid-qhan to whom he delivered fomelacks of Rupees tn money, 
and leventy lacks in jewels, with much gold and f iver furniture, a quantity of 
p> ecious (lulls, and a number of elephants and hories; all which having palled 
for the whole of the confutation, he put a written account of it in that Noble¬ 
mans hands, made him a prefent every way fuitable to his rank, and to the oc¬ 
casion, and difmifled him with great honours and many civilitiesjafter which he 
reviewed his army, being then intent ©n an expidition again!! Catec,dic capital 

(4) S«-ry-Galiy, or the gullet or lane ofSaery, is a narrow defile with the Cange on one fide, and a chain of 
woody t an on ihe.other; and fuchis Talia-garry, which befides has a waU that /huts up the paffag /8 from end to 
end. The former defile may beten feet broad, and being overhanged by woods, is capable of great defence, and 
feemsto bar the paflage from Bahar into Bengal; but the chain of hills that borders it, would, on wfpetUon afford 
many other paflages, andreally theteare many more. Rhago-dji in 1740 left at his left both thofe defiles, and 
■jset Ut penetrated with eale into Ben^nl* 
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of the Srella, a province which he intended to recover from- Mor^Sdr- 

eSly-qhan, its ?,dual owner. 

Foil AUi-vcrdi-qh*n wan now. ftrmly feated in his government: he had 
arranged and fettled every branch of the adrnmillration; and being hew 
eafy on. that head, he had prepared an army of victorious troops, and a train of 
artillery fumiflhed vyith everything reqnifite for conquers, after having all tins 
time made it his bufinefs to obtain a previous knowledge of the talents and turn 
of mind of his intended adverfary. But M8rfli8d-c81y-qhan who did not 
think himfelf a match for fuch an enemy, feat one Aga-Mahmecl-taky of Su¬ 
rat, to probe Aali-yerdi-qhan’s defigns, and to manage a treaty with him ; and 
this end was foon obtained, both from a regard to the acquaintance that had 
once fubfifted between the two contraChvnts; and alfo out of compliment to the 
envoy’s talent, who behaved with great abilities and was dinnifled .with honour 
and dhtmChon. However tliefe good beginnings were foon marred by the in¬ 
trigues of Mirza-bakyr-qban, a nobleman who drew his pedigree from the roy¬ 
al race of tire Sefis of Iran ( 5 ), and was now foh-in-law to MSillf£d-cSly-qhan f . 
whofe conlort alto joined her fon-in-law in pointing outtohimthe rich prize of 
Bengal (a conqued indeed to which he was far from being equal) and the pro¬ 
priety of (hewing a becoming refentment againft Ser-effraz-qhan’s murderer. 

1 hefetwo incenfcd perfons leagued "together, found means to manage fowefl, 
as that the treaty now almoft concluded, was put an end to; akhough MSV- 
fh 8 d-cRly-qhan himfelt had fet his heart uport it. Aafi-verdi-qhan being in¬ 
formed of this alteration in his mind, wrote him word “ that he had'not in lii* 
c ‘ heart any inclination to offer that illuftiious governor any injury, or to bring 
‘ him to any harm; but however that his (laying any longer at CateC would be 
far from conducing to the quiet of either party : he therefore hoped ihat his 
“ excellency would find it expedient to withdraw his p>erfon,fjmily J ancl 

Cj) The kings of Perfu or Iran are called StfU, by the Turks from Sheh-Haider, the-founder of that Dim,tty, 
who pretending to be only a Dervilh or Fa<ir, ideit, a rei gious man, were only ^*or camblet, But.th* Dinaf- 
ty however took the name of Sifis from Sbub Srji lus defcmdaat and the firft who aflTumed the title of Sb*h or 
Ian per or or Jtiag, aud male coaqadfc* , 
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ami to repair with them into Kindoftan, b} taking his journey through MSr- 
“ fhSdabad; unlds indeed he ihould find it more eligible to go at once from- 
“ Catec to-the neighbouring country of Decan,” Such a meflage with any 
otke/rnan might have brought on an immediate rupture; but the Viceroy of 
Catec who dreaded the military talents, as well as the fuperior forces,of his ad- 
verfary,was inclined to put an end to all his uneafinefs by giving up the conteft; 
and he had probably effected Jvis purpofe, had not hisfpirits been raifed, and 
his felf love inter died , by the repeated fuggeftions of his fon-in-law, who 
being high fpirited, wouu not bear fuch haughty language, and was befick* 
fpurred on by the profpeA of once commanding in fuch a country as BcngaL 
Tide fentiments of refentment and ambition were ftrongly fupported by the 
Viceroy’s contort, a high fpirited Priacefs, who joining reproaches to entrea¬ 
ties, was etc nally teizing him on the infamy of fullering her brother’s mur¬ 
derer to enjoy quietly both impunity and dominion. This Princcfs, who was 
much more refpc&ed in the province than her hulband liimfelf,proceeded from 
in treaties to threats, and lhe talked of'no lefs than of abandonning fo tame a 
hulband, and making over her riches, influence, and preten lions, to her fon-in- 
kw, together with the province itfelfs a young man of a. temper equally ar¬ 
dent and intriguing, whom*flic found perfectly fitted by nature for feconding 
her hatred to AaM-verdi-qhan. The Viceroy overcome by the animated in- 
ftigations of thofe two perfons, altered his mind, and he lent word to his neigh¬ 
bour in Bengal, that he difavowed the preliminaries confented to againft his 
will by his agent; and that the fword only would determine their rcfpe&ivc 
pretenfions. The latter fully fsnfible that nothing was now to be obtained buc 
by war, took his meafurcs accordingly: he recommended the government of 
Bengal, and the care of the city to both his brother, Hadji-ahmed, and to his 

I 

ncpheit; and having reviewed his army, which amounted to ten or twelve AMi-verdi. 

. , - . qhan marches to 

thoufand picked troops, he fpied in the Afters a favorable moment for quit- the conquettot 
ting the city, and fee out for the Srefia. 
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Seen a piece of intelligence was ic*oa conveyed to the court of Cafec: 
andM8rfh3d-c8!y-qhan, now refolvcd on war, thought it proper tol'ound the 
minds ofthefe about his perfon. Having affembled his friends and the prin¬ 
cipal officers of his army, he made his appearance in the hall, and remained 
iilent for a while; taking then his fabre from his own fide, he kid it in the mid¬ 
dle of the affcmbly, and after having repreiented in lively colours, the crime 
committed by Aali-verdi-qhan, he refle&ed on that inlatiable ambition of 
his, which, not contented with impunity, afpired alfo to defpail the murdered 
Prince’s fitter of what little file had left, and talked of nothing but war and 
of facrificing every one to his own views. <c My caufe being as jujl, as my 
cafe is critical , added he, there remains nothing for me now , but to know your 
own minds on this inquitous conlejl. If you are for /landing by me, let us Jet out 
together and fight together ; but if you are of another mind, then for God’s fake ex¬ 
plain yourfehes early and betimes, that I may aft accordingly, and provide betimes 
for my own fafety.” This fliort addrefs having feemed to be received with 
approbation, the principal officer of his army, Abed-aali-qhan by name, allu¬ 
red him in the name of the affembly, <c That he might rely on their fidelity 
“ and on their deteftation of the murderer;'’ and having pronounced thefe 
few words, he flood up with all thofe prefent, arid taking up the fabre lying 
on the ground, he girt it round the Viceroy's loins, and affured him of their 
attachment and zeal.” Such a feene having An quilled the governor’s mind, 
he thought only of preparing himfelf tor the contefts. Having muttered his 
army, and taken his fon-in-law with him, he quitted Carec, and advanced 
towards the frontiers of his country. For this purpofe he puttied beyond Bal- 
lifer-bender, (Bala(Tor) crofied the river that flows by that town; and having 
advanced fomc miles beyond it, hetook poftin afpot which he judged capa- 

f 

blc of great defence. This was almoft furrounded by a fmall river With deep 
lofty banks, that had within fight a country covered with woods and brambles. 
Nor content with the natural ftrength of his poft, he threw up fome intrench- 
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iiient$ in the lead difficult parts, lined the whole vvith three hundred pieces of 
artillery, great and fmall, and gave Iiis encampment fuch a menacing poilure, 
that it became very dangerous to diflodge him- Such was the ftate of things, 
when. Aali-verdi-qhan moved from Midnapore, and having advanced tow¬ 
ards- Balifier-berder, he got a full view of a formidable poft, of which he had 
only fomc idea from report. His natural daringnefs was at ftand; to attack 
an enemy fo incenfcd and fo well intrenched, was impracticable: To entice 
him out of that ftrong port was the fureft party; But his fituation was now 
become critical: the Zemindars of the frontiers of Bengal became retnifs in 
forwarding convoys to camp; and the few that would approach it,mever failed 
to be intercepted by the Zemindars or great land-holders of the 8 refla, who 
feemed to difiike his perfon, and to look upon his camp, as an inimical ground. 
Some provifions lent by the Governor of Narain-gur were intercepted likevvtfej 
and his futtlers being at a lofs how to fupply chemfclves, provifions became 
very dear, and at laft fcarce and bad. Such a ftate of things required only 
patience in the governor of 8 reffa; and it was his intention to let the enemy 
confume himfelf. But fuch a delay was more than could be brooked by his ion- 
in-law, who inflamed by the fight of the enemy, and informed of his diftrefs, 
wanted abfohitely to fully forth and to fall upon him. The Governor made 
many: objections, but he was overborne at daft by the impctuofity of Mirza-ba- 
kyr; and about the end of Zilcaad in the fame year, he quitted his flrong pod, 
and advanced towards the enemy. This'was preciftly what Aali- verdi qhan 
had wifhed; and a blunder having b:en this very moment committed by the 
enemy, he availed himfelf of it to theutmoft. Mirza-Bakyr in pufhing: blindly 
forwards, had degarniihed that part of his retrenchment, where was poHed the 
greatejt part of his artillery; and this having been foon perceived bv the enemy, 
Aali-verdi-qhan fent a party of troops, who puttied cn a gallop, and feized 
the whole of it. The engagement commenced ofcourfe,aad it was continued 
with mufquctry and rockets: vaft numbers of brave men vre.c f-ll'nj.on both 
V • 3 G f..::c; 
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Tides; and yet the a&ion bore a doubtful afpect, M 8 rfh 8 d-cfiB*qbah ftanefe 
tug his ground bravely. In this critical moment that fame Abed-qhan, who had 
cut lb confpicuous a figure in die afiemb'y at Catec* anti owed his fortune to 
bis go vernor, but had too much Afghan blood iahis v eins not t© long afterfeme 
fignal perfidy; Abed-qhan, I fay, was feen to move from his poll. He bad 
already wide his bargain with the famous Mufteplu -qhan; who was his 
co untryman, and a favourite general of the enemyb. The perfide Abed- 
cfhsn having advanced, as to an attack, with his whole corps, ftruck to the 
left; where he perceived the fignal agreed to; and having ranged his whole bri¬ 
gade clofe to Muftepha-qhm, he flood ftock-ftill, like one that Ihould have 
come to fee the fight as a common fpeftator. But even this defection did net 
appale M2iih2d*c31i-qhan: his troops flood their ground, and he feemed to be 
every where, being followed by a body of Seyds of Barr, long ago attached 
to his perfon, and who being defnous to Ihew their zeal,as well as jealous of their 
national chara&er ( 6 ), advanced the feet of daringneis, and made fo vi¬ 
gorous an attack, that the enemy unable to Hand their impetuofuy, commenc¬ 
ed giving way; and even fome of the Bengal troops fled openly : the mo, 
mentwas come when Aali-verdi-qhan was to forfeit his character ( 7 ) and 'to 
be covered widi eternal difgrace. Luckily, for him that Mirzabakyr having 
juft quitted his poll at the right, and attacked the left wing of die enemies, 
which he threw intofo much diforder, that the troops were actually giving way ;■ 
was himfclf difordered by his very attack, this wing wascompofed of the flow¬ 
er of the enemy’s army: Mir-djaafer-qhan, who commanded there, feeing 
how matters went, jumped down from his horfe, and putting .himfelf at the 
head of a ftrong body, he advanced to the affiftance of the difeemfited troops, 


(6) Bai r is a town and diftriA to the North-eaft of Dehly, rnd wholly inhabited by Scyds (jull. as Sheh- 
p!ra u> Bahar is inhabited by only Sheh*)} but thefe Scyds, who pafs proverbially for fo many block-heads, 
are likewife known for beinj remarkably brave ; and there .-.re feveral fuch towns and dtfrifls in Hindoftan, 
reputed brave nationally; f„d> are the Stieh-zadiaos of Lu enow, and the citizens of Belgram. 


(7) His confort fled 
V/ th.:t which mounted 


at two mile, From the field of battle upon her Elephant} and this animal was followed 
Anh-verdi-ijhaa hunieif, whether he would or not. 


where 
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the fhip feeing on land a great eontorarfe of people, Cent their fentfs to in« 
qiiire after M8r(h8d-c8li-qhan’s affairs, without fufpedting all this while that 
their owner had been in the battle. This fight of the fenefs intirely altered 
the ideas of bdth the Governor, and the (hip’s owner. The latter pointed to 
thVvelfel with the finger,and after a paufe, he obferved,thar tfleffendingdown fuch 
a veffel lookcdvzry much like special interpofition of Providence in their behalf. In art 
inftant the governor was of his opinion; and without confulting any one,or gi¬ 
ving the frmlleft hint of his defign to any one of the by-ftanders, hepropofed 
to go on board as on a party of pleafure, and only to (ee a fhip; and without 


faking any thing with him, he carried his fon-in-kw,and a few of the moft no 
teffary fervants, and getting into the fenefs, he reached the (hip, which im* 
mediately drew up her anchor and made fail:'in fix days more (he readied 



M$rfhood-cl- 
fy-qhan van- 
quilhcd, flics to 


Machli-bender (Mafulipatani.) 

But the Governor’s anxieties form returned upon him: he had left behind 
his whole family, hi; confort, and his riches, which Lift had been hoarded from 
long hand, and now amounted to a vaft film; and this thought, but efpicially 
that of his confort and children, were enough to diftnuft. bis mind, hie there¬ 
fore fent his fon in-law towards Sicacoland Gan jam, which are on the fiontierp 
of the 8refl»,tp try v/hat could be done, as thofe towns have a great intercourfe 
with Ovtcc. But provi.ur.ee which watched over that forlorn family, had al¬ 
ready fufeited a (aviour for it; and this was the Radja or Prince of RatipSi, 
who is alfo ,Lerd of Djagennat, a famous place of refort and Pilgrimages from 
all India,an 1 where die diverfity of clans fo remarkable amongftGentoos, and the 
(hynefs from each other which it produces, ceales at once by an ancient law, to 
make place for a mutual intercourfe deemed obligator)', in a facred place held 
in the higheft veneration (8) This Gentoo Prince, who was a particular friend 

(E) It is well known that the Gentoos not only ablUn rigoroufly from what victuals tuve been prepared by at 
European, and alfo from his cloaths, water and ntcuhls, and even houf#, bnt alto, that they have the lame (hy- 
neis among ft the fcveral clan* thcml'elvet; hut all that is over, the moment they are at Djagennat or even with 
in fight of the Ox of Granite, which lflues out of the fteeple; there Ger.tjos eat in common with Mufuimen and 
(a mighty wonder!) vi&uaU ready dreffed ar carry ed about in the Greets* 

of 
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where Mufahab-qhan, as well as Dllir-qhan, and Aflalct-qhan, both Afghans, 
and both intrepid fons of die valorous Umer-qhan, were making a (land. 
iVlir-diaafer exerted hitnfelf fo manfully in tint trying moment, that he on that 
day acquired a high character for military conduit and foldier likqprowefs. The 
combat became warm and bloody 5 and Mir-muhabbet-aaly, with Mir-ac- 
bcr-aaly, the two commanders of the St yds, having received feveral mortal 
wounds, which made them drink to the very dregs the cup cf bitter potion 
prefented them by inexorable fate, whiill Mirza-bakyr himfelf was receiving 
feveral dargerous wounds on the neck, head-and Lreafl; their troops were 
appaled and gave wr.y. Mirza-bakyr, unable to fupport himfelf, was car¬ 
ried out of the field ; and the troops being deprived of fuch valorous com¬ 
manders, took fright, difperfed, and fought only how toefcape the daughter. 
M 8 rfh 8 d-c 8 ly-qhan, finding now that fortune had turned her back upon him, 

thought only how to fecure a retreat; and taking his wounded fon-in-law 
* 

in a Paleky, he turned towards BalilTer-bendcr in which lie took flieiter with 
about three thoufand men that hill flood by him. Not that lie expedited any 
thing from that handfull: he was only intent on giving them the flip; under 
pretence that he intended to intrench himfelf dicre, he marched them out of 
the town, where he threw up feme earth on the out /kins of it; and turning 
at the fame time tcwaids the river, he alighted fixm his Elephant, as if in¬ 
tending to take fome rcficfhmcnt. 1 here happened to be then in the river, 
but ck'fc to the fliore, a fliip ready to fail, which belonged to an ancient friend, 
and ancient companion of his, l eing a native of SSrct-bender (Surat) as well 
as himfelf. This friend had this ierg while enriched himfelf by filing out 
veflels for feveral parts oflndia; and lie was juft dole by him ; and the (hip 
full of goods and grain, was unfurling her fails. Hadji-mahfen had-fought by 
his fide, and had his full fharc of the perils of the day. Now it muft be ob¬ 
served that fliips have always a vefiel called afenefs (P innate) (this is the young 
one of a fliip) and this ferves for the purpofe of going a fhore; fo that the people 
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of MSrfKSd cSlY-qlnin, foeraed to be an. exception to the general run of man¬ 
kind, as if he had gloried in being one of thofe few, who in the adverfe fortunes- 
of jbeir ' benefi^rors j and friends, remember of former benefits and of former 
CQnnfeflicns apd ad accordingly. Hearing of the late defeat, and concluding 
that the vicfArious would foon become mailers o t Catec, he fent a number of 
carriages, and a tlrongefcort, w ith orders to bring every thing belonging to his 
friend out of that city. The whole was under the command of Shell-morad* 

t 

a trufly officer o i his houffihold, who arriving at the nick of time, took with him 

not only the forlorn family, and the treafures, but even the whole furniture, and 

every perfon or ferv 9 .n 1 belonging to the Governor. Setting out without lofs 

of time, he traverfed the whole 8 refill, and carried his charge fafe to InchapSr, 

which is a town and diflrid dependant on Sicacol and Ganjam; and moreover 

he remained there on his matter's part to execute the Prince's commands. By 

a further good luck, the Governor of the country happened to be Aiwer-eddin- 

tjhan, who was an acquaintance of iM3rfh8d-c81y-qhan, and who received that 

forlorn family as his guefts, and took care to furnilh it with every necellary and 

every conveniency in his power. Bakyr-aaly-qhan arriving a few days after, 

and finding hisconfort and wealth unexpectedly an i ved and freed from every clan- 

* 

ger, returned thanks to God Almighty from fo fignal a delivery. From thence 
hefent his mother-in-law to her hufband, together with her furniture and trea¬ 
fures, and afrertarrying a few days to hear from Catec, he returned tohis father- 
in-law ; who finding himfelf in a country that belonged to Nizam-el-mulk, 
Viceroy of Decan, thought himfelf happy to have obtained (belter in his do¬ 
minions, and he made a ftay there to recover of his fatigues. But Aali-verdi-qhan < 
did not think of repoffi. 

Intent on availing himfelf of his fuccefs, he pufhed on to Catcc, where 
life flayed about a month to bring that, country under controul ; and this was * 
not a difficult talk, as he had lived a long while on ihofe parts in the times of 
Shudjah-qhan ; andjud hadconnedions with every one of the Zemindars. He 
\ „ jH- now-' 
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tiow fent for them, and after having fpoken kindly to therp all, and conferred 
upon each in particular fuch favors as he feemed to deferve, he difmifled them 
contented: fending at the fame time for his fecond fbn-in-Kiw Said-afih*ed- 
t^han, he appointed him Governor General of the province, • alter having 
made him fit on the Mefired of comrnandin his prefence, and putOn his (houi- 
tiers the Qhylaat of that inveftiture. But as he did not truft altogether to the 
young officers which Said-aluned-qhan had put at the head of his own brigetde, 
lie gave the command of it to one of his own veteran officers, called Godjur- 
qhan, with permiflion to raife as many more troops as his Governor might think 
convenable : after all thefe arrangements, he quitted the Srefla, and took the 
roadof MSrihSdabad, the capital of his dominions, where he graced again by 
his preface* die Meined of command and iovereignty. 

Tins time of recefs he employed conftantly in determining revenue 
matters, in dilcipTihing and ftationing his army, in eafing the hulbandmen, 
and obliging every noble, and every plebeian, that had accdis to his per- 
fon. He kept under his eyes his nephew Mirza-rnahmed, whom he had 
adopted, as well as his'brother yet a child, which he had got adapted by 
his nephew Nevazilh-mahmed-qhan; and he ptade it a point to have at 
‘his court all the principal nobles and the chief men of the country, as well 
as their principal relations and friends. As to the family of Ser-efhaz-qhan, 
it was recommended to his elder foh-in-lavv, who having obtained Ncfiila- 
Begum's confent, carried her to his palace, where he adopted her for his mo¬ 
ther, as (he did him former ion; he gave her the whole management of his 
Teraglio/vith the abiblwte command of his inner houlehold. But what is ex¬ 
traordinary fdiis adoption did not extend to her ever appearing*! ni his prefence, 
or to her ever beenfo much as feen by him; there always intervened a veil 
or a curtain between them, even whilft fhe was rendering him an account of 
his family, and whilft the expreffions of mother and fbn were continually in¬ 
terchanging. The Princefs had even an infpeftion overbids confort, who was 

daughter 
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lighter to Aali-verdi-qhan ; and her orders Were executed without refe¬ 
rence to him. She likewife conferved the Qhas-taaloock, orperlonaldememes 
c f ijaafer-qhh * her father(a traft of ground that yielded a large revenue),with 
•svefy land o;/ h ou fe that had been bought by that Prince in his private capa- 
tity : to theii f Hevafilh-mahined-qUan never offered to touch ; andlhe continu¬ 
ed to enjoy them totally: being tothe very foft uled withthe utmoftrefpefl and 
deference both by him and by Aali-verdi-qhan himfelf, neither of whom e- 
ver approached Iter without a profound bow, or ever offered to fie in her pre¬ 
sence, without being bid. It happened that one of Ser-ebaz-qhan’s concu¬ 
bines was delivered of a fon, the very day on which he was flam : and he 
was adopted by Nefeffa-begum for her fon, foon became an object of much 
regard for even Novatiah-mahmed-qhan; and care was taken to have him 
•bred with as much attention as if he had been his own Ion. But as Ser-efraz- 
qhan had no m u tied conlort of his own rank, but only concubines, fome ‘>1 
■whom had been occafionally admitted to his bed, thofc that had any childtcn 
by him were honorably difmiffed to Djehan-ghir-nagar-daca, where he fettled 
•upon them fiich noble penfions, as put it in their power not only to live up to their 
■rank, but alio to affift others. In (hort he declared himfelf the protedor of all 
that had belonged to that unfortunate Prince, to every one ofwhom he allowed 
-honorable falaries, whether they lived by themfelve3,orchofeto take fervicc with 
him : making it a point to render every one of them eafy in his circumftances, 
•and iatislied with his lot. And really Nevaiiih mahmed-qhan’s liberality 
was bound lefs. For I have heard it from people well informed and worthy 
of credit. That he (pent thirty thoufand rupees per month in fupporting fe- 
cretly poor widows, and old decrepit people, cxclulivcly of diofs that had 
-their names borne on the Di vani-regifters,and received penfions publickly. i he 
bounties to all thefe people were every month put in bags in his prefence,and 
refpedively forwarded by truffy eunuchs and old women of his lioufehold. 
He was, as we hav s c faid Governor of the province of Daca, with its annexe^, 

to 
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to wit, the Fodjdaries of Siihi.it and Ifkm-abad, but he lived at court as welfar. 
his Naib or Lieutenant Hufsedn cSiyqhan; lb that the immediate ma- ( 
nagemem of tbofe Countries, devolved on a Divan of Hufs 6 in-c(.'dy^haibsjvJio 
was called Ray-gocul-chund,a man of merit, who ciifcharged fl at troft Enucfc, 
to his credit and honor.- At this fame time Caffcm-aaly-qhary ■brother to Aa-~ 
li-verdi-qhan's conforr, was appointed to the Fodjdary of Rungpore, where he .: 
acquired both credit and riches ( 9 ). Whilfl fuch an important revolution,; 
was raking place in Bengal, Seif-eddin-aali-qhan, was Fodjdar or rather here* 
dirary Governor of PSraniah, to which charge he had been appointed from the 
prefence fo early as the times of Djaafer-qhan. This lord, milled by appear¬ 
ances, had forfome time taken Aali-verdbqhan for a rebel; and in expecta¬ 
tion of being fupported by armies and generals from the capital, he had given 
out that he was going to march againft him, and to punifh his rebellion; but 

t 

finding that he had greatly miftaken the cafe, and that no notice was taken of 
his intention, he concluded that fuch a rumour and fuch an intention had done 
him no good : to give therefore the beft colouring to his behaviour, he coun¬ 
terfeited the mad man ; and it was lucky for him that Aali-verdi-qhan, wha.- 
paid a great regard to his connedlions at court, and to Emir-qhan, his brother 
in particular, did not think it expedient to refent his condudh 

We have left Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan in the poffeflion of the Government- 
of Azimabad* This new Governor, who was a young man of great merit, and 
equal in every fenfe to the honors and the high office he enjoyed, having heard 
much of my father Seyd-hedaiet-aaly-qhan, who commanded thele many 
years in feveral diftridts of his government, requeued his attendance; and af¬ 
ter having (hewn him every m r of regard and efteem, he offered him the 
office of Pay-matter of the province Ci Providence, faid he, having beftowed 

(9) This nobleman was recalled under Mir-djaafer qhan’s firft reign. He had concealed full one coror in hi* - 
Zenana, fom _ time before he had be^n put todeath, as a near relation of Aali-verdi qhan’*. But Miren, fon to 
Mirtljnafer, no foonei heard uf the hoard, tha » he -went himfelf to the Zenana, took tiie money away, and nioie- 
©ver. deflowered two virgin daughters of the murdered nobleman’*. 

14 
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rS^this country and this power, on this your brother (meaning himfelf) it 
'** becomes us to join our efforts in difciphning the army, and in adjufting the 
“ ^.csaiifcniert^ 0 f this country together; and it is incumbent upon us 
manag^fin f U ch a manned as that we may become an objed of 
v envy ^to^iW^alous, and <?f approbation and exultation to our friends 
** and patrons :\ To thefe he added many other expreflions of kindnefs 
calculated to promote affedion and zeal; and he aded up to his ex- 
preffions, loading my father with honors and favours; fo that their union became 
every day cloier and clofer. That young prince who (ought merit where ever 
it could be Found, applied alio to Aali-verdi-qhan his uncle, for an able mi- 
nider, who had been formerly Divan to himfelf: it was Ray-chintaman-dafs*; 
end as foon as he had him, he conferred on him the management of the fi¬ 
nances of the whole province : nor is fo much difeernment to furprife in fo 
young a man : although in the prime of life, he was endowed with many 
valuable qualifications: refolate and courageous, very fenfible in his depart* 
menr, very regular in his cranfiding bufinefs; and very modell and decent in 
his way of life; firm in his command, yet civil; and of fo engaging a be* 
haviour as feeined calculated to acquire every one’s lovpand affedion. When 
his uncle quitted Azim-abad on his expedition to Bengal, he had been fob 
lowed out of affection by feveral Zemindars of the province, for inftaucfc by 
Radja-funder-fing, the Brahman Zemindar of the diftrift of Mog; and by 
the two Zemindars of Turhtit-fcmii, who were originally cf the Bety-clan, 
and had lately become converts to Mufulmanifm: all thefe, after performing 
their part in the expedition, now returned to their home, loaded with favours, 
and rich prefents in jewels, horfes, and elephants; but fo foon as they were 
arrived, they were taken in the young governor’s fervice, where they became 
obiedsof his favour and attention, in proportion to the fervices they had ren¬ 
dered his uncle. And indeed gratitude, as well as a c ivility without bounds, 
ieemed to be hereditary virtues in that family: for although both the unde and 
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the ■ nephew li^cl been- (uddenly. raifed 'tb. the futnmit of poVver and Honors, -Wef 
*poflelTed -this laft qualificasion, as well as that of benevolence to fo high a de¬ 
gree, that not oneofttie'nobteinen, their contemporaries, "and :-dt cnc »if (He 
middling fi>vereigm of tbofc times, caa.be compared to-them.' A complete 
remembrance afevery one’s ferace, and a fiaoerc regard to p’\ y one's mar 
rits, formed a leading feature ia their character; nor do I rs member to have 



feen, or toxhave heard, that they had been equalled by any one in my time, 
or by anyone that I could hear mentioned of form 1 ; : mes. This young go¬ 
vernor in particular was fond of (hewing his gratitude : and as his mother and 
die poof man’s mother were daughters of the fame maternal uncle, and my. 
mother in fome fits of tendernefs had ofrer. given him of her milk, he made it 
a point to Ihew his remembrance of that favor, by (hewing me, the poortnan, 

fo much regard and attention, as hardly could have been expefled from 
an affe&ionate real brother. In the middle of fo much pomp and 
power, he was pleafed to remember of it, fo far, as to alfociate the poor mart’s 
whole familiv in die cares of Government, that is, in eafing the hufband man’s 
burthens, rendering juilice attentively, and in obliging every one according to • 
his rank. My father, his two brothers, the poor man’s unworthy fejf, and all 
our relations, partook of his attention and power; and were we or any other, as- 
hiflorian, to launch out in the laudable qualifications* which nature had be ¬ 
llowed oa Aali-verdi-qhan, and his three grand Tons and nephews; or to hint 
at the many encomiums which they fo richly deferve, our mention would fwell 
into the fiae of a book, and our fincerity, although fo well grounded, would 
incurr fufpicion, or be aferibed to iotercfled motives.. We fhail therefore leave 
the reader to make his own mind on that fubjeft, by kindly attending to our 
narrative of the principal events of their ad mi rnft ration. 

We have left Aali-verdi-qhan,conqueror of the Srefia, but anxious to return 

, < / 

to his capital, and leaving in his new conqueft, a young, unexperienced grand 
fan and nephew, to whom he thought he had formed a council ofadminiftration. 

~ • fhange 
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thf young Governor lifeneJ ^>coun-fcls of pardmony atvT fruga¬ 
lity : he undercook to dimLhifh the pay of the troops, and to curtail tuc fa- 
hries ^ T uu (iiments of all thofe that had been left near hi.' peifon, on pur- 
(iofe to injure 1 .is perfonat fecurity, and the weh-fare of his government. But 

fucli fchem^ of parcimony could find no favor, and even no acquiefccnce, 

with men, who h:id quitted their friends and homes, in hopes of bettering their 

fortunes, and thought thcmfelves intitled to more regard, as being ancient fer- 

< 

vants of the family. On the other hand the natives of the new con¬ 
quered'" province, who offered their fer vices, in their Head, could no: but 
rtlifh a feheme that added a lalary from government to all the conveni- 
encics of living at home : no wonder after that, if moll of the officers and fol- 
diers, that had come over with the young governor’s uncle, and had been left 
with him, quitted the fervice one after another, and Ciw their places fucceflive- 
lv filled by people living in the province.. To this error in polities was added 
another equally pernicious; a number of officers and commanders, who had 
nudetheirfcrtuncswiththc difpoffefied governor,were fuffered to remain m the 
cityofCatec, where they lived quietly, but where they fecretly cherifiwd an at 
tachmentto their old matter, and efpecially to Mirza-b.tk.yr, hisTon in-law ; 
nor was the conduft of the young Prince in other refpefts calculated to dirni- 
nith their difaffedions. There came at that very time to Cttec, a certain fa¬ 
kir, or vagabond friar, called Shah Tahya, a man who haying once been in the 
fame fchool with the young Prince, at Shah-djehar.-abad, had ofcotirfe acqui¬ 
red an intimacy with him- This man after running all over'the Dtcan, now 
made his appearance at Catec, where he foon becarnea favourite, and a boffin 
friend with his old acquaintance. This fakir was far from being either a virtuous 
man or a good natufed one; and as the young governor was then in the fevor 
of youth, and furrounded by every allurement that could intoxicate with the 
fumes of power and lovercignty,lie was the readier to catch the infection infufed 
lay liis new favourite. This man intliiled into his youthful mind certain notions of 
v -v interning, 
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inventing accufations again rich men, as if guilty of concealing money or wealth 
belonging to the difpoffefied governor. Such accufations afforded pretences, 
not only for confining and ill ufing their perfons, but alfo for fey -..igagrrifons 




•PPrfffiSTT into lheir houfes > ant! carrying women from thence for the prc tended purpo\ 
of hearing conftfficns, and extinfting inquiries. This manage vent & f&rthat 


a rich man wasfure of being reputed to_have an initnical hoard at home, and 
a woman, reported to have a beautiful face,or an elegant fliape, or even a fkin 
particularly fatined, never failed to be fent for. The Fakir had befides, a Ikiil 
at ferreting out l'uch beautiful women, wherever they could be heard of, and by 
fuch and the like arts, he ingratiated himielf fo deeply in his mailer’s favor, that 
his orders came to be univcdally obeyed. His houfe had become a tribunal 
of inquilition, where the btfinefs of icourging; and torturing went on regularly 
fo that the cries of the opprefled reached the Capola ot heaven. Matters went 
fo far, that numbers of men of Ilation and charter, who after having once 
been concerned in the management of the old governor’s finances, had been for¬ 
given certain 1 alances laid to bp due by them, were now taken to talk, and 
obliged copay thpfc balances to the treafury of the new government. So many 
violences excited a general indignation : the government became detefted: 
conipiracies were formed, and the citizens of the conquered capital, refolving to 
rid ihcmfelves of fo much oppreffion, joined together unanimoufiy ; and one 
vtould have taken them to have amongft thcmfclves but one head, one tongue, 

one heart, and one arm. Nor was this union difficult, or the execution of fuch 

a projed, dangerous: by this time very few of the old fervants had remained 
with the new governor.- even GSdjur qhan’s troops did not .amount to above 
three hundred hoi funen; his new fervants,had filled all the departments; and the 
few nn.fquetec:s and troops keptonfoot, were moftly compofed of natives, that 
is of old fervantS'of MSrfh^d-cSJv-qlian’s; and to crown all that, both military 
and citizens were in lheir hearts iJolifing Mirza-bakyr’s character and perfon. 
The confpirators .therefore found it no difficult matter ro concert thgirmeafures, 

efpecially 
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specially as the young governor, who had already lived a whole year in the 
country without hearing of any commotions, thought himfelf perfectly fecure. 
It way.. L ans moment of /lumber that die heavens that feemed hitherto fo 
terenc, were c reread at once, and produced that ftorm which we are .going to 
• mention iri d .tail. 

Mir Z.A-BAK refugled in Decart, had not ..given himfelf up to refignation 
and retl •• inftigated by liis own fiery temper, he was eternally in/ligating 
his father-in-law: die recovery of his government, the conqueft of Bengal, and 
a full retribution for Scr effraz-qhan’s-murder, were points dear to his heart, and 
objeds on which he was continually brooding. But M 8 r/li 8 d-c 81 y-qhan more 
experienced, and more mifi.ru/lful of the times, did not think.either his own 
power, or even his talents equal to fuch mighty ichemes; and wrapping his. 
feet within the quilt of refignation, he difapproved of all.thofe ambitious views. 
The young man rcpulfed herc ? rdbived to try his fortune on his own private ac¬ 
count; and he exerted himfelf with fo much /kill as well as warmth, that he 
found means to attach to his caufe a number of perfons of all forts'in thofe 
fouthein countries, and. even to eftabli/h a regular correfpondeBce between him 
felf and the city of Catec, as there were fcveral Zemindariesandfeveral Lord- 
/hips, that bordered on the 8refia, he came and fettled in thofe parts; and he found 
means to ingratiate himfelf fo well with the couriers, merchants, bankers, and 
commanders of thofe frontiers, that he was daily informed of what wasgoingon at 
Catec. Finding that both the military corps, as well as all the departments 
of the date, and even the young Prince’s houfehold, were compofed moftly 
of natives, he eflabli/hcd a regular correfpondence with them; and by their 
means foon found out how much the new Government was detefted, and how 
much the old one, and his oym perfon were regretted. All thefe mattershaving 
■been thoroughly inveftigated, and all the concerned ones havingbeenconfirm-’ 
<ed in their views by promiles and a variety of incentives, he one day in/oimed 
.them,that the bufwfi in queflion would never be brought to perfection, unlefs a 
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way was found to fall upon' GSdjur-qhan and his troops; or they contrived' 
fome other method to rid themfelves of them, by riling (uddenly upon them, 
as well as upon fume others that were not of their mind. The hint w^rp. 
proved, and one day they raifecl a feciition; the people affemblet! every where, 
crying againft oppreflion: the tumult grew confiderable; aed the new Go¬ 
vernor being awrakened from- hi§ lethargy, fent GSdjur-qh&n; with orders to 
inquire into the fubjedf, and to appeafe the tumult by far words, if poflible: 
but the tumult had rifen to an heigth : cries werd heard in every ftreet; and' 
the fedition blazing cut in every place, feemed to threaten a revolution. If 
was too late to think, of remedying fuch evils. A general dereftation of tyran- 
ity, with an indignation univerfal, had pervaded all ranks; and this, nothing 
could equal, blit the univerfal defire of returning to their old maffers, and of" 
having again- Mirza-bakyr. Among the confpirators, none cut fo capital a. 
figure, as that fame Sheh-morad, who had faved MSr(h8cl-c81y-qhan’s fami¬ 
ly at the very nicK of time. From a fimple equerry to Ser-efraz-q!nn, he- 
had worked himfelf into fo much confederation all over the country, that he 
was new one of the mail confiderahle men in the province, and he headed a 
party very inimical to the -new government. In fhoit heaven itfeif feemed :o- 
favorife the revolution, and this feemed to have been differed only by'one- 
day. For the next morning, as GSdjur-qhan was going to the Governor’s pa¬ 
lace, with his ordinary retinue,he was let upon by the fedttious.and torn to pieces - 
in the middle of affreetr. In an infhnt.the feditiousfpreaJ a rumour through- 
out the city that Mirza-bakyr was in town. By this time the fedition became 
general ; and proper perfons having been d'ifpatched toihat young nobleman,, 
who !vtt$been always upon the wing, an i who poffibly was even within thepro-- 
vince, he Toon made his appearance in the out IkirtS of the city: From thence 
he fent word to his confederates, that as the gates were in the poffeffion of 
feme old foklier-soithe enemy’s, they muff manage fo, as to frighten them irw 
a furrendcr of the keys; or if poflible, foas to gain them to their party, as this. 
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would prove conducive ro the fcheme of feizing Sayd-ahmed-qhan’s perfonv 
Iriftantly the citizens, and the people about this young nun, v/ho were ail of 
thcrs.Ui lot, it it word to the few mufqueteers that held the gates for him, 
t* That if the ' fet them open direifUy, quarter would be given them; elfe, if 
« they waited until Mirza-bakyr lhould force them open, then they might 
« depend upon receiving the treatment they deferred." The‘poor people 
fenfible of their fmall number, and intimidated by the threats of the multitudes 
that furrounded them, paid no attention to the intreaties and promifes oftheir 
young mafler, and they opened the gates; after which mod of them mixed 
with the infurgents. Mirza-bakyr who was at hand, and very atfiive in hi? 
motions, immediately entered the city, and going to the palace, he leized and 
Confined Sayd-ahmed-qhan. After which he fat on the latter’s Muinud, re¬ 
ceived the refpedts of the principal men of the city, ordered his pritoner to 
be clofe confined to his apartment, and then took... pofieflion of nis tieafurcs 
and furniture: he iikewife fent the prifoner's confort, children and family into 
confinement at the fovtrefs of Bara-baty. Some time before the revolution, 
notice had been taken of the alteration in the countenance of the new 
tioops, as well as of Mirza-bakyr’s approach; and the whole, as well as G8d- 
jur-qhan’s death,-had been imparted to Aali-verdi-qhan, who on the fir if in¬ 
telligence received, had quitted the city and encamped in the out ikirts: from 
whence he was going to depart in lu.de, wttli whar troops were at hand, in or¬ 
der to fupport his nephew; when a. rumour fpread that he was a prifoner ; 
and this intelligence being .confirmed by fpies, it made him fufpend his de¬ 
parture. He Iiad doubts imhis mind, and could not untlerftand how fuch a 
tnghty revolution could have been compafild without its being lecredy fup- 
ported by Nizam-el-mulk, Viceroy of Decan, who pofiibly might be fiill at, 
the bottom of this affair. Such an interference rendered the matter of the ut- 
t-tof corifequence, and required to be maturely weighed, and vigoroufly pro¬ 
vided againli. Being"', he: efore uncertain in his own mind, he held contuka- 
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tions with his minifters of -ftate, and his principal relations, among# which laft 
the young Governor’s mother held a very high rank in Aali-verdi-qhan’s opi¬ 
nion, who paid her as much refpe<5t as if fhe had been his own mcihei. The 
young man was tbemoft beloved of her three Tons; and had engrafted her 
affe&ions fb far, that fire-had totally fet her heart upon him; the Prince# 
being joined by her hirfband, Hadji-ahmed, fpoke much 6f the revolution, 
exaggerated its confcquence, and at laft fhe intreated the Viceroy to leave 
the government of SrelTa to Mirza-bakyr, as a con -nfation for his releafing 
bis prifoner, with his whole family; and they both contended that this was the 
bed party. Aali-verdi-qhan was-by no means of fuch an opinion ; be firmly be¬ 
lieved that to yield to Mirza-bakyr, would affeft his honour, and fhake the 
columns of his power and adminiftration; and on the other hand, Muftepha- 
qhan, who was his principal commander, and a.man ftrongly attached to him, 
was of the fame opinion, and urged him to come forth, and to avenge his caufe 
by main force, and with fabre in hand. Aali-verdi-qhan having taken fome 
days to perpend the matter in his <wvn. mind, preferred war topeace,and gave 
his orders accordingly. 

As there was a fufpicion that Mirza-bakyr was under hand fupported by Ni- 
zam-cl-mulk, and the releafing the young governor was thought a difficultob¬ 
ject, which enhanced the importance of the expedition, thc f greatefl efforts were 
made in railing and affembling troops, and in providing ftores. The Viceroy 
enjoined to his ancient commanders to affemble fuch corps as were at hand, 
without waiting for thofe new troops that might be forth coming, in hopes of 
getting fervice, as they-might join lay the way. Accordingly Muftepha-qhan 
was ordered to -augment his brigade, to five thoufand horfes.; Shitnfhir-qhan 
to three thoufand; Scrdar-qhan, to two thoufand; t_Jmer-qhan to three; Ata- 
ollah-qhan, to two; Haider-cSly-qhan, T’akir-olhh-beg-qlian, and Mir-djaf. 
fer-qhan, to a thoufand each; Mir-fherf-eddin, and Shali-riiahmed-maaf8om 
to five hundred each; and Amanet-qhan ofNarnbul, to,a thoufand five hurv 
_ ... dred 
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Tired. Mir-cazem-qhan to two hundred; and Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, infpeccor 
of the heavy artillery, to five hundred. Fateh-riio the pay mailer, and Che.- 

*S. 

hidun ®i»t ionic other Gentoo officers, were ordered to raife fifty thoufand 
leuftyieteers. .7! I thefe preparatives being made, Aali-verdi-qhan took his 
leave of his pother Hadji-ahmed, as well as of his confort: he feemed deep¬ 
ly afifc&cd, and at parting he was heard to fay : that if he ever relumed at all 
from that ex; d ion, it would be with their fin: elfe, he would never Jhew them 
his face again. He Iefc his deleft nephew, Nevazifh-mahmed-qhan in the c'?~ 
ty at the head of five tliotifand horfe and ten thoufand foot, with orders to 
take care of the government in his abfence; and after having fpyed a favour¬ 
able moment in the ftars. He departed at the head of twenty-thoufand horfe, 

Aaliv^rdi 

old troops, and he advanced by continual marches, dragging along his light q^^marchc* 
and heavy artillery. On approaching the frontier, he publifhed that he would 
give one lac of rupees to whofoever would refeue his nephew, and bring him 
to camp; and if it lihould happen to be a commander of a corps,he would,over 
and above that fum, pielent each of his men, with two months pay. Such 
mighty preparatives could not long remain concealed from Mirza-bakyr: the 
enemy’s fuperior power had intimidate i him: he feemed to have abated much 
of confidence; and was at a lol's how to manage. Hovvjever, as lie was now 
thoroughly embarked in the enterprize, he rcfolved to ftancl it out. For this 
purpofe, he drew out of the city of Catec what forces he could nmfeer, and 
chufing a pod beyond the Maha-nudda, at a imall diftance from the city, 
lie intrenched himfelf there with his back to the river, vvhilft his front was 
furrounded by his lines and defended by fmall and large artillery, his camp 
and baggage he left at about three or four cpfles behind, together with his pri- 
fener. The latter was in a Rutt or four wheeled carriage covered all over 
■with a white cloth, which was furmounted by a net work of ftrong cord, that 
embraced the whole coach. Two T8ranian Moguls were placed with theprifo- 
i ner within die coach,.with orders to fail upon him with their poniards, and put 
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him to death,the moment they (houkl fee any ofthe enemy's troops at Hand. Five- 
hundred Decanian troopers were li lie wife placed round the coach, with orders* 
the moment they fhould fee the enemy drawnear, to rtin each his fpcar t hrough 
the coach, and then make the heft of his way to their main,' if they 0uldj 
clfe, they were to provide for their own fafety,in what manner foev or they flioujd 
think fit. Aali-vetdi-qhnn being informed of all thefe particulars, fet a pait 
fotne trufty officers and troops with orders, the moment they fhould per¬ 
ceive a fluctuation and a diforder in the enemy’s ranks, to run full fpeed, wheel 
round their rear, and fall upon that part of the camp where they would fpy the 
white coach ; after which k would become eafy to refeue the prifoner. Ha*- 
vingfaid fo much, he fet out himfelf after midnight, and by the dawn ofthe day, 
he found himfelf clofe to the enemy's intrenchment. This fight furprifed the 
intrenched troops, and their fpirits were daunted at the enemy’s numbers and 
military array: the difmay was fo great, that hardly afew c annon balls and rock¬ 
ets had been fent amongft them, than they fell into confufion and thought 
only of ftving themfelves. The enemy emboldened by this trepidation, rufh- 
ed into the river, attacked the intrenchment by its rear (and this was covered 
only by the ftream,) and broke into it infhoals: the intrenched troops daunted 
at fo much daringnefs, thought only of retreating and flying. By this time 
Muftcpha-qhan and Mir-djaaffer-qhan, who had been appointed for refeuing 
the prifoner, had already advanced on the rear of the enemy, and were now 
at half an hour’s diftance from the wiflied for fpot: But here Mahmed aarnir- 
qhan, brother of Mir-djaafer-qhan's confort, parted company with them, and 
with two officers, called Aflalet-qhan and Dilir-qhan, both fonsto Omer-qhan 
and a few others, who to the number of ten men, refolved to (liarc his danger, 
he advanced fome hundred paces before the reft; and he was the very firft 
who broke into the enemy’s camp in fearch ofthe white coach; this was point¬ 
ed out to him by a young man, whom he found there, and who happened to 

be fon to a perfon in the-prifoner’s fervice, and to that part this, daring troop 
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turned dire&ly. This was no fooner obferved by the five hundred Marhatta 
troopers, thah they came clofe to the coach, and each of them ran his fpear 
through,and turning about, put fpurs to his horfe immediately and fled with all 
his might. Theffe numerous fpears run through the coach, had no other efteCt, 
.than that pf killing one of the two Moguls, who were fitting with theprifoner, 
with orders to difpatch him,and wounded the other. The wounded man feeing 
no end to the repeated ftrokes, and finding that fpears were endlefsly run 
through the coach, ftretched himfelf at whole length, and covered his body 
with the corpfe of his companion. By one of thefe good lucks, for which there 
is no accounting, it happened that the prifoner himfelf fquatted likewife as low 
as he could, and received no harm at all. At this critical moment thofe twelve 
heroes arrived, and cutting through the net-work, they lifted up the curtain. 


»<SL 


and were immediately recollected by the prifoner, who thanked diem for their 
timely interpofition, and loaded them with encomiums. Mahmed-aamin-qban 
who thought the moment precious, jumped down from his horfe, and taking 
the prifoner by the hand, he bid him mount inftantly: but whilftthey were ex- Prince, againlt 

* all probability, 

changing a few words with their backs turned, the wounded Mogul jumped allvo 

out at the oppofite door, and nimbly vaulting upon the horfe, he fifed with the 
rapidity of lightning, and foon had joined the Marhattas; leaving the twelve 
men much furprifed and confounded at the man’s alertnefs. The furprife was 
followed by a peel oflaughter, and even by the fenfe of ad miration at the man’s 
pcefence of mind. However as another horfe was wanting, Diiir-qhan aligh¬ 
ted, and made the prifoner mount; and as the Bengal detachment was now in 
fight, Mir-djafFer pufhed forward, and having been reconnoitred by Mahmed- 
aarain-qhan and his troops, theyfelicited him, on the recovery of his kinfman 
and brought him to the coach. That General no fooner fixed the prifoner, 
than he alighted inftantly, made the prifoner mount on the elephant, and 
mounted himfelf behind to protect his perfon. It was thus that by a fingular 

uifpenfation of providence, a youth devoted todeath long ago, and which waited 
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only for the fatal ftroke, is the next hour featecl on an elephant, carried in pomp 
and ceremony, viewed with awe and admiration, and held up as a lord over 
mankind. People who came to hear of fo ftrange a dilivery, dironged in fhoals 
to have only a fight of him, and .asfoon as they could defcry him from afar, they 
would incline their heads to the ground in token of refpect, and kifs their thumbs 
to exp cfvdieir wonder and attachment. Admirable are thine ways, Oh Almigh¬ 
ty Lord, owner of all the kingdoms on earth (io)l he beflozvs dominion on whom 
he pkufei, takes it from whom he pleafes; raifes to honour whom he ehoofes, and 
deprejfss to the ground whom he ehoofes . Everyone is in his hand-, and truly his po:u 
er rs capable of every thing. Inftandy fame fwift horfemen were difpatched to 
Aali-verdi-qhan with the tidings that his beloved grandfon was fife; and the 
young man making his appearance a few moments after, alighted and made 
a profound bow to his grand father and uncle. The Viceroy on his drawing 
nearer, drew him to his bofom, embraced him tenderly but in filence, and he 
filled brimful the meafure of hiswilhes, by keeping the youth for fomenjinutes 
dole to his breaft; after which giving reinsto his fitisfaftion, he ordered his tent 
to be pitched on that very fpet, commanded the military muficto ftrike-up, and 
feat the young Prince to the bath, where hewas to be drefled in a clean apparel. 

As Toon as hefaiv him come out of that place, begot him dreffed in a prince¬ 
ly Qhilaat, and after adorning his perfon with a variety of jewels of immenfe 
value, (utli as a Serpich, a Djica, a Calghi, and a Chaplet of large pearls, he 
took him by the h ind, conducted him to the Mefhed of command and domi¬ 
nion, made him lit (heron, and ordered the principal perfons of his court and 
army to offer him their Nuzurs,. and to pay him their homages. This ce¬ 
remony having produced a large fum of money, the whole of it was diftributed 
to a number of needy perfons, who were requeued to look upon it as acharity 
or good omen; and as foon as they were retired, fome accommodations and 

(»c) Sc:itwtc Of the CJraa m Arabic Th kidm; of tU thumb is not a cult.™ of l n ,l, m orig.n : it has bem 
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’■5s y Carpets were fpreacl for thofe prefent; and all joined in offering up a thanks¬ 
giving prayer for fo Signal a delivery. Immediately a number of Carriages 
were difpatched under a ftrong efcorte to Bara-bati, for bringing from thence 


the* young Prince's confort, with his children and family; but this, however, 


' could not be effected without much difficulty* The garrifon left in that for*- 
terefs by Mirza-bakyr was divided in two parties: thofe that had ill ufed, 
and cveninfulted their prifoners, and feared a return in kind from the Con¬ 
querors, were for keep ,g their gates fliut up ; thofe on the contrary, who had 
ufed them kindly, were for fetting them open, in hopes of being rewarded on 

both accounts. This party however prevailed at laft: the gates were fet 

#* . ^ 

pen, and the prifoners delivered to the efcorte. Thefe were the young Prin¬ 
ce’s Conforr,with his family and dependants; and thefe being put upon veiled car¬ 
riages, were brought to the camp of the victorious, where a 1 et of-convenable 
tents had been pitched within an cnclofure for their ufe •• and it was then that 
thofe parched hearts, that had wandered fo long fobed in the dreary defers 
of abfcncc, and, the wildernefs of feparation, quenched their third by gulping 
down in long draughts the cooling fherbet of a completion of wilhes. A few 
days after the Viceroy prefented his nephew with fuch articles as he flood in 
need of, and were neceffary to a perfon of his exalted rank, fuch as Elephants 
and horfes; arms and accoutrements; faddles and trappings; a wardrobe com¬ 
plete ; a fet of jewels of various forts; and a great number of other convenicn- 
cies; and when he faw him convenably equipped,he diftnifled him with adeal 
of diftinCtion, wiihing him a happy journey to M 8 rfn 8 dabad; where he 
was to pay lxk refpeCts to his parents, to overwhelm their hearts with a flood 
of joy; and above all to refeue from the pangs of feparation and the agonies of 
of deep-felt woe, a difconfolate mother who fince his captivity had abftained from 
the light of the day, and had reckoned herfelf as one in the grave. The un¬ 
fortunate Princcfs did not know as yet, that providence, in compaffion to her 
fufferings, had by ways of her own, brought about an opportunity of lighting, 
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{he taper of content and joy to the wick of his long \vi(hed arrival; and to illu¬ 
minate by the beams ofhb prefence, that night of darknefs that had furrounded 
her exigence. As foon as the young prince was departed, he was followed by 
part of the army and by the Viceroy’s heavy baggage, who thought proper to 
'tarry in the country with a body of five thoufand horfe, and his heft officers 1 , 
his intention being to fee the country intirely quieted, and it’s revenues and fi¬ 
nances upon a proper footing. As foon as this end was obtained, he conferred 
-the Lieutenancy of die country on an officer of diftin£tion, called Moqhlefs- 
aali-qban, whom he appointed deputy to the young Prince, gave him a body 
•of troops, and took his departure for Bengal, f fowever, a few days after, he 
altered his mind ; and on die recommendation of Mufcepha-qhan, an Afghan 
■general, for whom he had thehigheft regard, he recalled the deputy of his own 
nomination, and gave his office to Shch-mahined-maas8m of PanipSt, a friend 
of the Viceroy’s and a commander of eminence, who bore a great character for 
both valor and condud: the new Deputy-governor followed for fome days 
the Viceroy in his journey to receive his inftrudions, and alfo his Qhylaat of 
inveftiture; and as loon as this end was accotnplifhed, he returned to Catec 
•withfuch a body of veteran troops, as were thought adequate to his exigencies. 
The Viceroy after having dilmtfied this commander with diftindion and honor, 
continued his journey, Ihortening his diftance every day. He had with him 
his confort, with his grund-fon and nephew Mirza-raehmed, lincc Seradj- 
„cd-d 681 a; and he turned his journey into a continual fporting, fhooting 
and hunting, being exceedingly fond of tliat amufement. 

Whilst Aali-verdi-qhan was occupied in conqiieringthe8reffa,andinrek:ti- 

. i n g his G ranxl-fon and nephew from the bonds of captivity, Zin-ed-din-alimed- 
. qhan his other Grand-fon and nephew, Viceroy of Azimabad, was undertaking 
an expedition againft thofc reftlefs refraftory inhabitants of the BodjpSr, in 
the province of Shah-abad, where Radja-Gorut-fing, and Bab8-advent-fing, 
two powerful Zemindars or Princes, had been CQmmitring this long while the 

niofl; 

3 ’ 


misTfy 


M V T A H E R I K 


mo'fl: -enormous excefles, afting entirely, as if they "had been independent. 
So much guilt, and id much contempt of authority deferved to bechafiifed in 
- ah exampiary manner. But as ray honored father,the illuftrious and vaillant He- 
daiet*aali-qhan, had great pofieflions in that country ; and thefeas well as his 
high chamber, added to the authority which always attends a 'command of 
long Handing, had given him a victorious fway in that Province ; it was ex¬ 
pedited that he would not fail to cut an eminent figure in that expedition; 

’ but it was for clrefe very advantages he had become an eye fore to Chintnmen- 
das,ancient Divan and fervant of die young Viceroy: a Geritoo whole pride was 
wounded befides by the high influence which that nobleman had liketvife acqui 
red over the whole army as well as over the young Viceroy, in virtue of his of¬ 
fice ofPay-malter-gcneral(Major-general) of die forces. So many advantages, 
and f© much luftre in a (ingle man, was what the cankered heart of die Gen* 
too could not bear; arid he made ufe of his afeendant over his mailer’s 
mind, to thwart my father's views of llluftration and fame, and to bring hint 
under the lalh of fome well-managed mortification. As he had his nufeer’* 
ear at command, he gave him to underftand “ That Seyd-hedaiet-aaH-qhari 
** was fo much refpe&ed by all the Zemindars of that country, and likewife 
*f fo much confidered by his mailer, that thefe people had very natural’y tur- 
“ ned the eye of hope towards that nobleman ,* and that the latter having fron 
“ a length of time connections with them, he would to ail appearance be- 
“ come a powerful interceffor in their behalf, fo foon as he Ihould fee them, in 
<f fome danger : in which cafe his highnefs would find, that after fpteding a 
“ deal of money, and undergoing much bodily labour, in a campaign likely 
“ to be very fatiguing, he would be obliged to grant thofe people a full par- 
t( don, and to reinllate them in their pofieflions, without reaping any other 
fruit from all his toiling but a few conceffions on their part, and fome 
u barren fubmiflions. That fuch would prove the end of his campaign, no 
y man in his fenfes would deny, who knew that how ready foever Zemindars 
, “ might 
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a m ight be to lhake the yoke and to affumc an indepcndancc on the flighted 
« it was a {landing rule with them to fubmit on the Uighteft reverie which 
“ they experienced, and to fpcnd rather imrnenfe fums to procure a protec- 
« tor , than to pay to their mafter a fmall fum as his due: it is then expedi- 
« en t, added he, that Hedaiet-aalilqhan, who certainly fhall interfere, were? 
f ‘ it but to raife his charafter; and to whole folicitations you {hall not bo 
« willing to refill, fliould take his relidence at fome greater didance from you ; 
“ and this you may eafily compafs, by making uie c ‘eft expreffions.’ Such 
inlinuations operated their full effect on the young Viceroys mind; and as 
he had already thoughts of lending that nobleman into the country of Nar- 
but-fem'ii , to accuftom thofe people to order, and to infure the revenue, he 
requeued his repairing thither, as foon as pofilble ; and he inverted him for 
that purpofe with full command. Pie added, “ That as his mind was not ea- 
« f y on thofe diflricb, as well as that of Mug, where Radja Sunder-fiflg, a 1 
« powerful Zemindar, was poflfeffed of a great extent of ground at the foot 
a 0 f t he hills, and had but too many connections with the powers on the o- 
K t h cr f lC \ e of that chain; he wilhed to have there a peifon of character and 
<f abilities, accullomed to manage ‘ Zemindars: that be requefted therefore 
« his repairing to that command immediately, and his keeping a watchful 
« eye on that fpot, as this would prove die only expedient for eafing his 
“ mind, and letting him depart fatisfied on his own expedition about Sliali- 
* f - abaci and Rliotafs. But that as on the other hand, his abfence would caufe' 
“ many inconveniencies to him, he had contrived to leflen them,by requefting 
“ that mean while his younger brother, Mchdi-nefsar-qhan might exercile, 
« as deputy to-his elder, his office of Pay-mailer-general of the army.” Such 
a fpeech from a mafter and lord implied a full command; and Hedaiet- 
aali-qhan, although fully apprifed from whence came the fhaft, fmiled 
confent, and appointed his younger brother to aft as his deputy in his ab- 
fence; after which he departed to the fpot allotted to his care. Mean while 

the 



MIN/Sr^ 



M U T A Q_ H E R I N. 


4 C 


®L 


the Governor having fee out on his expedition with a good army and a train 
of artillery, foon found means to humble entirely the refradbory Zemindars of 

that country, who really deferved all the ruin that befel them. Few of the 

* 

merchants of that diltridt, few of its inhabitants, had not felt their exadlions ; 
and hardly any traveller could venture topafsthrough their lands, without beki? 
ffcripcd. and in cafe of refiftcnce, murdered. It would require a volume to e- 
numeraie the many violences, and the many exortions they were perpetually 
putting in practice againft all mankind. At laft after two engagements that 
coft much blood, and two fieges that confumcd much time, the refraftory ' 
Zemindars were driven from their flrong holds, their caftles and habitation's 
were deftroyed, and the country' was freed from their incurfions and eternal 
violences. The young Viceroy having rid himfelf of thefetroublefbme op- 
preffors, turned his views towards quiet ting the country, tranquilifing the 
minds of the hulbandmen, eflublifhing a revenue, and refufeiting the finan* 
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These had been this long while entirely governed by an officer of confe* 
qnence, called Rofhen-qhan-terahi, an Afghan,who bore a charadcr amongft 
his countrymen for valour,and conduft, and had acquired a great renown in 
the contiguous provinces of llalvabad and Azim-abad, wherejje had great 
connections with all their Zemindars; being a complete mafler of the art of 
always Teeming to be of their opinion, and of uniting with them, whenever 
he could not fubdue them by main force. This man had objections to the 
-extirpation of the Zemindars of Shah-abad, on his own private account; and 
he thought it inexpedient befides,and dangerous, if not impoffible; as to their 
unbounded influence in their own extenfive poffeffions, they joined'connec¬ 
tions of long {landing with the independant Zemindars hnd Princes on the 
other fide of the mountainous country : He therefore made feveral vifits to 
the young Viceroy, to whom be urged flrong reprefentations on the fubjed: 
heenLuged upon the many inconveniencies that would attend die expedition. 
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or- necelTaiily rcfult from it; and made it a requeft that a full pardon fnoi.'d 
be granted them , and that they might be reinflated in their principalities. -The 
requefl was not of a nature to be fwddenly granted ; tlie more fo, as mean while 
letters and meflages were perpetually palling and repafling bctweentKe Zemin¬ 
dars and him. But independently of drat, his requefts were urged with fo much 
forwardnefs, and uttered with fuchatoneofvoice, as-could not but give offence 
to. a young man naturally haughty and imperious,both from adlualpoffeffion of 
power, and from a confcbufnefs of adequate abilities. His difpleafure beco¬ 
ming the more fenfible, as the reprefentations became more importunate, his 
fenfe of them was. Coon perceived by fome others who took care to envenom 
matters. One day the dialogue between the Viceroy and the Afghan becom¬ 
ing much warmer than dual, the Afghan who looked only on the Viceroy is 
years, without ftrechingjiis apprehcnfion further, made ufe of fuch exprcffions 
as the other neither could nor would bear. The man accuflomcd to live in the' 
country, had the ruflic boldnefs to exprefs himfelf in thefe very terms: You 
axe yet a child, and have not fieri the world; nor-haveyouany idea of the revolutions 
fo common in it; nor da you yet Itimo of all the difference between day and night. 
Believe me: lifiea to my requefis to-day: elfe,a time may come.when you Jhdlwijh to 
have done it- Such expreffions, delivered with fo much ruflicity and freedom, 
could not but fhock the Viceroy; his very independence took the alarm : 
and lie rcfolved to make an example of that ferocious infolent man. For 
that purpofe, he made ulcof an officer who had always commanded with ho¬ 
nour : and this was Mir-codret-ollah, fon to Shah-fhukur-ollah, the Cadyri 
Fakir; and to him he joined another rcfolute man,Haflen-beg, who had been 
Governor of the caflle of Monglier. The opportunity foon prefented itfelf: 
the Afghan having come in the evening to pay his court to the Viceroy, and 
waiting with fome impatience, the moment of his appearing in the tent of au¬ 
dience, he was fuddenly fet upon by thofe two men, who difpatched him in 
an inftant. He was become fo-very corpulent, that he could not get up from 

hie 




% 


A 


MUTAQ.HERIN, 

Lis feat, but was overthrown at once; and it was in that fituation he plunged 
at one dip into endlefs eternity. 

It was in that expedition that the.Viceroy, after exhibiting himfelf.proofs 
of Valour and condudl, thought proper to remember mypattinal uncle. Melt- 
di-neffar-qhan, who had rendered confiderable fervices in it, and had fo 
much recommended himfelf to his notice, that with the confent of my father 
he was inverted with the high office of Pay-mafter general of the forces. 

Not content with giving him that invefture with.the ufuaJ ceremonies of a 
Qhylaat, or drefs of honor, an elephant, a fabie, a horfe, and fame other pre¬ 
fects, he took care to diftinguilh him by the richnefs and elegance of t!\e 
drefs. to which he added, in full audience, a requejl to live with him as his 

friend, and to, be of his family. The offer was received with becoming refpeft; M-hjw'einr- 

qhaxw 

and he was henceforward treated with a confederation, which foon diftinguidv 
/ 

cd him from all his friends. And indeed he richly deferved that diftin&ion; 
and fliould we attempt to dwelLon the encomiums due to that honored un¬ 
cle of mine, we would fvvell this work by a whole feftionand our attention, 
mean while might incur the -reproach of a family partiality, or of lbme other 
intererted motives. Although a refolute foldier, he was remarkable for die 
modefty of his department; and although little inclined to afk a favour, lie 
madeit a point to fuppor-t not only his fiends, but alfo his countrymen andre- 
lations, for whom he always approved himfelf equally grateful and zealous. 

Nothing coukl equal his generbfity and.mtiniticence, but his readinefs to do a 
good office, unafked. On the other hand, the purity of his private life, and 
die decency of his public condirt, as well as his fidelity to his word, and liis 
liberality to hiS friends, could be equalled by nothing,but his bravery and his 
military talents. To fo many endearing qualifications, he added a facility of 
utterance, and a flow of elegant expreffion which commanded attention, and 
captivated every heart, and although remarkably alive on the point of honor in 
LLs public condufl, m his private life he was as remarkable for patience and 

forbearance.. 
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forbearance. May God Almighty’s mercy and forgivenefs renofe upon himTor 
ever! 

We have left my honored father employed in fubduing the Princes of die 
hilly country. As he fought to raife his charafter and to acquire a renown, 
the* Radja of Ramgur became of courfe the objeQ: of his attention, this Rad- 
ja was the mod powerful Gcntoo Zemindar of the hills; and fo conftderablc 
and warlike, that the Viceroys of the province had hardly any controul over 
hint. He was joined in that delign by Radja Sunder-fing, and by Radja Djak 
ii(hen-ray,both Zemindars of the Palarriow country, as well as by fome other 
..Zemindars of Sereff-cofombah, and Shirgaoti. My father fupported by fuch a 
■ confederacy laid fiege to thefbrtrefs of Raragur,and at laft took it: after which he 
advanced lome journies more into the hilly country; and after having fettled 
it, he was taking fome reft from the fatigues of that expedition : when on a 
fudden, intelligence was brought by fome tnifty perfons,that Ragodji-bhofh- 
pandet (5), had fent his own Pardhan at the head of forty fhoufand horfe 
to conquer Bengal; and that in a few days they would pafs clofe to him 
through the hills in their way to that Country. This intelligence, fuch as it 
feemcJ to be, was with a fcruptllous exactitude tranfmitted to the Governor 
General of Bahar, who forwarded it with letters of his own to Aali verd?- 
qlnn, this Prince not trading the intelligencer, payed little attention to the let¬ 
ter; and heanfwered his nephew, by defiring him to be enfy in his mind, and 
to apply himfelf to his buflnefs; adding, that whenever the Marhattas Jhoull 
make their appearance, cure would he taken to give them a good reception. This 
anfwer of the Viceroy’s having been forwarded to my forgiven father, he held 
confultations with his friends, as the forces he had with him were by no means 
equal to the tafk of barring rhe paflage to fuch invaders: they all advifedhitn 



(5) Rhw-di:-hh i was j't’ince tfovereign of the f'arar, a country cfa large extent, South-weft of Bengal, but 
fe canny of the Marhatt* empire, Panda $ which in Derail f^nifies, clerk, writer, or learned man, is a titl« 

wfeiclilbofe l tiacCA join Cu tlicit imicj ■, anti P*id-bun probably iigmnea geaeiaUn the Marhutu language. 
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the hilly country ;'and he accordirgly defeended and encamped at the 
foot of that chain. In a few days the Marhattas rulhed through it, and turn-. 
ing towards Pachaet and Mohor-bendj, they fell upon the MidnipSr coun¬ 
try,‘before any intelligence had reached Bengal of their approach. The Vi¬ 
ceroy at that time was advancing towards M8rfh8dabad with about fiv$ or 
# 

fix thoufand men, fpending his time in hunting, fportingand feeing the coun¬ 
try ; and he lud reached that day an excellent fpot near MidnipSor; when 
one of the crown-coilcdtors of thofe parts, a man of trull and much fenfe, ba¬ 
vin? requefled to be introduced'gave him notice that the Marhattas were not 
at twenty colfes from thence: that Bahn-fukur pander, at the head of forty 
“ thoufand horfe, was advancing rapidly; and that to-morrow in the evening, 
*< or the day after at day-break, he would probably beat the very fpot. Tic 
« added, that, the intelligence being fo important, he had quitted his pod to 
“ bring it himfelf.” The Viceroy happened to be (hen at his noon prayers : 
without being intimidated by the fmallnels of his own numbers, without be¬ 
traying the lead trepidation, without Teeming to be much affeded, he was heard 
to anfwer the intelligencer by thefc very words : “ where are thofe inf dels f 
a nd when is the fpot where 1 could not chafife them? this Angular circumilance 
cf the Viceroy's intrepidity, is what 1 hold from the very man who gave the 
information, and who even then could not help exprefling his amazement ac 
fo undiimayed a coolnefs; and he ufed to add, that he could not difeover in 
bis looks the lead perturbation, nor the lead alteration in his complexion or fea¬ 
tures : an indance of fearlefsnefs, that even then excited his amazement after 
fo much lapfe of time. The particulars of this invafion are as follows : Rag- 
odji-bhofla was a Prince nearly related to the Radi a SahS, and one cf the 
mod renowned commanders in the Maihatta empire, where he podeff d the 
country of Barar, of which the great- Naigp8r is the capital: this Prince either 
indicated by Nizam el mulk, or prompted by what be knew of the weal:nefi 
of the empire, undertook to make an irruption into the kingdom ef3eng.il, 
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Ills ver.vs were either io ;^tke aconqued ofic.or at lead to cl-ibliHi in it con¬ 
tributions to the foU amount of tne ChoSr, that is, one quarter of the revenues. 
An o ’ioos yoke that had become eftablifticd in many countries of Hindofian 

and Decan, but from which Bengal had yet remained entirely free. For this 

\ 

purjjofehe made choice of his own prime ntiaifter,Bha-(ukur- pandet,and gave 
him the command of an army of twenty- live tliouGmd- horfe, which renommee 
had fweUed to forty-thaufand; and that army had potted with ealp through, 
the mountainous country and difficult pattes, which „ e fo many gates, flint up 
the entrance of Bengal, but where, as we have already obferved, no lx>dy had 
thought of oppafmg their paffage. For this general having been difappor.ted 
m looking out for a convenient paffage through the mountains of 8rel!a, had 
•'Turned to his left, and fought one through thofe vallies that (Fetch at eighc 
days journey to the wed of M 8 ttti 3 dabad. This intelligence was brought to Aa« 
ii-verdi-qhan, whilft he was encamped ax about Sahcra, being clofe to a fpot 
called the fortunate ftage ; and there he was told for certain that the Marhauas 
had already patted through the vallies of Pachaet, and were going to fill on the- 
Bard van. It was difficult to be more un-provided than he was againtt fo un¬ 
expected an irruption: Ashe had aircady given orders for difbanding part of 
his army, and great part of the difbanded forces, as well as many other troops,, 
were gone to M8rfh8dabad on the afliirancc that the expedition, was at an end, 
and that all was peace; it happened that at the moment the intelligence 
was afccr.ained, he was found to have no more than three or four 
thoufand horfe, and about five thoufand mufquacers about his pe- 
fon. Inftantly he took the refolution of advancing in to the Bardevan, 
a country for populoufnels and plenty of provifions, fuperior to moil 
in Bengal; his intention being to encamp with his back to this capital, and 
his front to die enemies. Full of this notion, he quitted the Mubarec-mea- 
zil, or the fortunate itage, and the fecond day he arrived on this fide of 
of the city of Bardevan, vvlullt the Marhattas were arrived on the other; to 
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produced feme very icvcre looks* with a feverc reprimand. A few mo¬ 
ments after an order was given to Mir-djaafer to difpatch the man, the 
Moment lie Should make his appearance in the hall of the audience: for 
the Raclja finding his application to -the genr 1 had produced nothing but 
firths tokens of wrath, lradrefolved to rilka vifxt on his own bottom; and 
lie came without a fafe conduit. But the hail being already taken poffefiion 
of by Mir-djaafer-qhan, who filled it with armed men, the Gentoo no 
fooncr made his appearance, than he was fet upon inftlntly; and hacked to 
pieces ; v; hi lit all his attendants were fought out and knocked down, as if it 
had been a hunting match. After this execution, his country had been tho¬ 
roughly plundered and facked to the great regret of the General, who conceived 
his honour deeply wounded in this whole management. All elide tranfa&ions 
having taken place a few days before the arrival of the Marhattas, had dii- d ~ 

contented hot only the General himfclf, but every one of the Afghan com¬ 
manders, who, as .veil as their foldiers, looked out for a favorable moment for 
quieting the fervice, nor did they make any fecret of their intentions ; fo that 
the Viceroy was foon informed o' it, and he now accounted for their back¬ 
ward nefs in the lare engagements. He was appalcd and confounded by luch 
a o-eneral air of defe&ion a* fo dangerous a crifis : the Gencr.d was not only 
•bis beft friend, bnt sttfo the boldeft and moft forward of his commanders-; 
and Iris perfonal influence over all his countrymen, (which conftitutcd one 
foil half of his fro >ps) was boundlefs. Such a general difeontru was not of 
a nature to be remcdir.i iucldenly or with eafe ; and Iris f-nation was become 
fo critical, that he was now pent-up within a narrowcircle from whence there was 
no coming out without being hacked to pieces by the enemy, and to which 
there was no coming near wkh any thing like victuals or provifions. Be- 
comeflow fully fenfibic of the extreme danger of his firaation, he rcfolved to 
leavcmo means untried for extricating himfdf; and firft of ali he fent under 

$jfc to the Marhatta camp,an oflfeer of clraradcr,called Mir-qhair-oilah-qhan 
J * who 
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-who was himfdf a Decani or born in Decan, and now enjoyed the office of 
Pay-matter to the Sadia of Burdevan’s forces .He was entrufted, as from the 
Rudja, hunfrlf, with a meflage which advifed the Murhatti General to pke 
* his preference to ways of pacification.- This was Bha-fukur the Pander, who 
had jutt plundered the whole baggage of ihs Bengal army, and of ,-ourte 
,kn«hv all die extremeties to which it mutt have been reduced ; he received 
•the rneliage with inncS indifference, arid he anf.vered in thefe words: T 41 
your mafter from me, that the Viceroy of Bengal Is now Jlripped totally of bis hag. 
gage, and totally [mounded by my troops ;• nor is there poffuillty of bis e[raping. 
Jiozv then canyon talk of a treaty and agreement? Jllll, as he is one of the great - 
eft fovereigns of India, I confent to [pan him for the fA-e of bis ftationr hut let 
bi n pay do:vn one Conor dire Ty, and f mender all bis elephants-, and then we Jlsdl 
open all our ranks, a id allow him to purf.tt bis journey to bis capital. Such a 
sneffige was highly difgacef.d; but the Viceroy’s circumfhnces were full as 
critical. Out ol about three hundred five thoufand horfe that remained to 
him from the lad engagement, matt of them, on finding to what extremities 
he was reduced, were incline-d to defert to'the enemy, or at lead: to come to 
fome terms with him; and it was after receiving fuch an intelligence, that the# 
enemy’s anfwer came to hand. It was ia the prefence of Djauklam, a man 
of merit, who kept the accounts of the army, figured amongft the trultieft and 
nioftzealous of the Viceroy's friends,and acted as his prime mi ruder. Qn ob- 
ferving ths Viceroy’s ftleace,he, took upon himfelfto Ipeakfi.d: “ He oblerv ? 
“ ed that the few men that remained to his hlghnefs, were diihcartened with 
“ their lodes, and fo furrounded by the enemy, that there was no poffibility 
* f of any man’s efcapiog with life,or ofany one’s obtaining a Angle day’s fub- 
€i licence: that the time? required a compliance with the demands of thee- 
netny: that elephants were no mighty obje< 5 ts in Bengal: that there r/ere 
** many better ones in his highnefs’s offices at the capital, and as ir ny U’?re 
iu the Itables oi his o dicers and fervants: aud after all, that there came yrvt- 
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fomc fkirmiflieshappened between the two armies, and each party in the even¬ 
ing returned to its caqnp. Bha-fukur finding by the countenance of the enemy, 
and, by the daringnefs of their General, that he had not been irJfinformed as 
to the bravery of his troops, and the perfonal conduct and valor of their Lord, 
he conceived that it would be better to get fomething from him without fighting, 
than to put every fifing to the hazard of a battle; and he had thoughts of returning 
back to his country, aiv - having fecured his honour by that contribution. He 
therefore fent the enemy word' ‘ that as the Marlrattas had come from afar,and were 
“ fatigued and jaded with their long marches,they would be glad to return to their 
« own country, if he would but prefent them with fo much as ten lacs: which finall 
“ fum would be juft enough to entertain them as his guefts.’ r This propofal was 
jar from producing the defined efied : the Viceroy found his honour wounded 
by it; and it fbocked Muftepha-qhan likewife, who was always for fighting 
and killing, as the only way in which he knew how' to fupport a charader, and 
the only one which could raifie the importance of the military in general, and 
his own in particular. The Viceroy confcious ofperfonal abilities and valor,and in¬ 
dicated alfo by his general,rejeded the propofal with difdainjand he bid the ene¬ 
my advance,if they dared. T his a nfwerhaving animated todr parties,both parties 
for fome days fell a ikirmilhing; but as fuch finall engagements did not fuic 
Aali-vcrdi-qhan’s temper or interefts, he refolved to leave his baggage, fuch as 
carts, wheel carriages, large tents and other fuch articles, in his camp, and 
with his troop? thus difincumbered to rufli upon the Marhatta hotfe and try 
what they could do inaday of battle. Atday-break he mounted, after havingpub- 
lilhed under fevere penalties,that no one of the Camp-followers or of the baggage¬ 
men fliould prefume to mingle with the troops on theirmarch; but.injundions 
availed nothing; and hardly were the troops marched,when the camp-followers 
afraid of the enemy .flung themfclves amongfl the troops and encumbered them 
exceedingly. This was the opportunity which die enemy wi(hcd: in an inftant 
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whole army,and highly difcontented Muftepha, qhan and all the Afghans. Nor 
can it be denyed, but that fuch a duplicity of behaviour, and fuch. a glaring, 
breach of promife, highly difparaged the Viceroy’s character, and lhockingly 
tarnillicd the luftre of all his good qualities ; nothing being uglier in a man of 
command, than to fo pi indicate his word; and nothing more dangerous in 
a fovereign, than to-let it tranfpire that there is no truth and no fidelity in his 
promifes. An attachment to his word, will at All times gain the hearts of hi* 
dependants, and even of all mankind ; will enforce his authority, and irifpire 
the world with a refpectful awe for his perfoir. But this breach of promife in 
the Viceroy,odious as it was, was not the only grievance of which the Afghans 
had to complain; they alfo complained of the death of the Afghan commander 
Rolhcn-qhan, who for a very unadequate mifdemeanour of liis had been pre¬ 
cipitately put to death by the young Viceroy of Azimabad: Although he was 
a military commander of eminence, and'a Fodjar or military ruler of the pro¬ 
vince of Shjli-abad, and of the whole country ofBodjpSr. So unjuft, fohafl'y 
an execution, had been refentedby all the Afghans in the fervicc; and the gene¬ 
ral cry had been, that it was an ugly aftion that needed no commentary. But 
as if all thefe fubjefts of difeontent had not fiifficicntl'y operated on their minds, 
the Viceroy had add eel another of late, which gave? general offence, and in par¬ 
ticular funk deep in Muftepfia-qhan’s mind. It was this; as the army in its 
late expidition to 3 refill, was paffmg through the pofieflions of die Radja of 
Mohur-bundj, it bad been exceedingly harrafled by that Prince, who had vow¬ 
ed a perfonal attachment to Mirza-bakyr, and feemed ambitious to give proofs 
of it at this particular conjuncture. He had even been guilty they lay of fome 
cxceffes. A conduit fo charaiterifed could not fail to render fifth an obic<?t 
of wrath for the Viceroy, who on his fide refolved to matte an example of him. 
on his return from the expedition. The Radja fenfiblc now of liis danger, had 
thrown himfelf into the arms of Muftepha-qhan, who interceded vigorouf- 
iy for him : But this ijitercefiion of liis had been taken fo ill, that it had even 
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ile herd of them from his own dominions: as to the coror of ru- 
H pees, that the treafury could mufter forty lacs inflantly;and that he took up- 
“ on himfeif to find the fixty others." Aali-verdi-qhan was highly fhocked' 
with the tenor of this advice: however he contented hhnfelf with anfwering, 
,r Ihat fo long'as his foul Jhould flick to his body, he would never fubmit to fuci) an 
infamy, and that he fill hoped with the handful of men now under his command to 
give a good account of thofe frec-booters, and to retrieve the honour of his arms', 
and why fhould he pay Jo f.tuch money to his enemy, and frengtheti his hands hy fucti 
nrf accefs of power ? would it not be much better to beftow it on thofe that had ac¬ 
companied him in that expedition, and had at alt times been ready to feed their blood 
in his caufe? here he paufed a white, and then turning to the minified, 
he added, 1 am glad. Sir, to hear that you have fo many lacs by you: then fet a- 
part ten of them; for I intend to difribute every rupee of them to my faithful offi¬ 
cers, and to-the bravef of my foldiers. Having faid tlvis with a deal of compo* 
(tire, lie dilmifled the minifber. 

By this time the day was quite fppnt, and a night pitchy dark, Had over 
fpread the ground’, fo that numbers of the camp-followers, efpecially thole that 
had loft their all or their maftcr,availed thanfel ves’ol the darknefs to mix vyith the 
Marluttas; and none remained but noblemen, officers, men of known faces, 
and foldiers of chara&er; and as Mir-qhair-ollah was palling fro^i one ar¬ 
my to another, and a report lvid fpnead of an approaching treaty, moft Of 
thde alfo were looking out for an opportunity of making their private 
agreements. Amongft thefe was Mir-habib, a man of diftinffion, who being 
highly difebntented'with Aali-verdi-qhari, had already commenced a con¬ 
nexion with the enemy, and waited only for a favorable opportunity to 
tjefc-t-. • , for about the clofe- of the night, the Marhaftas had pitched a pair 
dr .olc . - id a confpicnotts part, asa-Ugn of quarter and forgivenefs; from 
V -nee they were calling our, that whoever wanted to be fafe in his life 
• \nd property, had only to repair to it. At fight of the colours, thofe 
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that had not a (park of honour in their conflkurion, and were not albant* 

. cd of themfelves, commenced under a variety of pretences, ro (leal off by 
whole bands; and this was enough to d'cmolifh the Viceroy without a fingLe 
blow; Luckily that the Marhattas themfelves provided agaiaft fo general a cie- 
(ettion; for on obferving that none of tlvofe deferters came, but with their 
hands full, they fell a plundering and aftriping them, and by fuch a proceed¬ 
ing effectually put a hop to any farther defection. The Viceroy finding it 
impoflible to flop the torrent, or, to contrive au expedient to retrieve his af¬ 
fairs, quitted Iris tent in the middle of the night; and without any attendant, 
or any taper-bearer, he took Seradj-eddoSlah by the hand, and went on foot 
to Muftepha-qhan’s tent, where he defired him to get up, as he had fomethmg 
to tell him. The general aflonifhed at what he faw, and amazed at what 
he heard, got up in an inflant, and going into one of the two recedes of his 
tent, he fat himfelf down, and afked what were his commands. The Viceroy 
anfwered: “ Hear me, friend Mificpha-qhan. Nothing is dearer to man than 
“ Ufoi but my ftuation is fuch / tow , that the eafieji and the foremojl bufnefs 
“ I Lave to do, is fo die. Needlefs it is for you then to contrive far fetched expe- 
“ diems, for thepurpofe of getting rid of me: are you dijfatisfied with myperfon 
“ on account offonts matters that have come topafs ? Here I am,ready at your hand ; 
tc with Seradj~eddd%lah, who is dearer to me than my own fdf. IVe are alone.', 
“ difpatcbus immediately: do your bufinefs at one Jlroke, and rid yourfelf at once 
<c of all your icertitudes. But iffame remembrance of a friendfhip of long fianding, 
and fame gratitude for benefits received, have yet a place in your heart; 
“ and you can afford to forgiw fame tranfgrejjions of mine,that are now pafl; if you 
“ are-inclined to fiatulby me in this defperate moment, then renew your engagements 
r ‘ with me, anddoj wear a nezo that you fhall not for Jake me: this being the only 
“ way to make me eajy on that bead, and to leave me at liberty to think r>f w. '* is 
“ to be done with the Marhattas-, as 1 am firmly refolved to leave .nothing u 
tempted rather than to jkbmit” The general confounded at the fuddemK. 
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of the. acldre6,and moved by the importance of its purport,anfwered “ that lie 
<* could not fpcak alone on tbofe heads; but muft coufult the other officers, his 
« country men; and that then he would report their anf\ver.” The Viceroy, 


withoyt being difeoncerted by fo much coldnefs,anfwered,^« do: I have no <w- 


jechous : upon which the general fent to Shimfliir-qhan, to Serdar-qhan, and 
to die other Afghan commanders, defiling their immediate attendance. As 
fooaasthey were aflctnbled, he turned towards the Viceroy,and addrefledhim 


in thefe words: “Let; i.a aighnefs fay to thefe officers what you have juftfaid 
to your Soldier,” and this being complyed with, the aflcmbly heard in filence, 
but laid not one word. Upon this the general addreffing himfclf to them all, 
fpoke in thefe very words: “ Brethcrn, why do you not anfwer ? fay what 
“ you have in your minds. “ To this both Shimfhir-qhan and Serdar-qhan 
in the name of all the others, anfwcred, “ that he, Muftepha-qhan, being their 
tc chief commander, and die principal man oftheir nation, whatever he fliould 
•« anfwer, 'Would be reputed their own anfwer.’ Upon this the general (aid: 
“ Friends, fince you want to hear my particular feofe of this feene, I (hall tell 
« y OU frankly : whatever I had hitherto in my mind, I have only had ; and 
“ it is pad: at prefent my head, and life, and that of my family, and of who¬ 
re foever belongs to me, I have thrown at the feet, of that, my mafler and 


« cheriHier; and lo long as this head fliall flick to this body, I have made a 
<• legacy and gift of it to Aali-verdi-qhan, to his children, and to his family. 
« Nay, fo long as Muftepha-qhan is alive, he fliall acknowledge that his 
« head is made fall to the horfe-fliocofthe leaft of his highnefs s (laves (it), 
“ I tell you fo myfelf. But our cafe is not defperate; nor need you, my friends 
“ to be informed "anew of that adage fo well known atnongft us: that if for - 
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( . ; c mr.ft be taken not to interpret 0* word Have, by American, or even by European, A- 

r fl'f. "Turks, a Have, :? a male, becomes in general the Son-in-law ; and if a female, of toe fa- 

Z W an .'abUfinian or Kobi.be become the Stewanl ofthe boufe^d fomet,me S tbe br.de-creom of^t fn 
1. ia a nave, whether Georgian or African, become* in general the tight hand-man of the family, . 

\vord 0ave fignifies only a man fJ^orougbly drvoitd to another ; and this is the accuftomed uUviprctat on L 
^•ords M and gboUm in ar*6ic, as *ell as w Iliduta “ 
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“ ty Sabres, f.mid come to agree together, they might befozv a kingdom. Wcnre 
u ftifi more than three thoufand horfe,and of Courfe we can fight; for to look fo 
(( difinayed, and with fuch an air ofdefpair, is the height!; of cowardice. 1 hope. 
u by the bleSingof God, that we (hall threlh thofe infidels, and that vhdory 
“ ii»:\ll be ours after all. Now, gentlemen, 1 have told you my own mind : do 
« cake your own party, and aA as you (hall think bed." This fpeech having 
been liftened to with attention, they all came into Muftepha-qhan’s opinion; 
and the party of (landing by the. Viceroy, prevailed. Upon which the gene¬ 
ral having by a fign (12), offered to pronounce a fhort-prayer on the 
refolution juft taken, they all llood up, and joined him. The Viceroy pleafed 
with what he had feen, returned to his tent, and dept a hearty nap. In the moo¬ 
ning he difpatched a particular friend of his, called Gholaam-aaly-qhan, with 
ordersto vifit the general, to examine by himffclfthe looksof the Afghans, and to 
report his obfervations on that fubjed. Gholam-aaly ohan was a nobleman of 
character and diftin&ion, who had for fometime acted as Divan ofthe province 
of Azin;-abaci; and his ion Y 8 fT 3 f-aaly-qhan, had cfpoufed a daughter of Ser- 
effrazqhan’s,and was intimately conneded with the Afghan General. This,no¬ 
bleman, having repaired to Muftepha-qhan’s tent* fpent Come hours inconver- 
lation with him, and he was getting up, when a man Cent by Shim-fliir-qhan 
announced “that the enfignsandftandardsthey had alkedfrom theMarhattas in 
« the agreement of yeflerday, would becoming today; and that he wifhed 
a w know what he intended to do now.” The General anfwered, by repeating 
the whole tranladion of laft night, and he ended by thefe words, whoever is the 
foitofan Afghan mllftand by the agreement of yepr night, The Envoy having 
heard fo much, returned to Aali-verdi-qhan, to whom he reported pundhialiy 
every thing lie had heard, to the great fatisfadtion of the Viceroy, who bring 

(12) Thi;ftgn confiiled in ftanthng-np, turning towards the Kyblxi or Mecca, taking a compof’ . i> aflf* 
joining both hands upon the navel (this is for the Sonnies ; f rthe Shyalis let them bang at length on hot.,, fi« >) 
and pronouncing with the bps only the fat tba (ideft, the overture) or bill chapter of tile. Cor .in, which 
Iwcrs to the Dominical oration, or lire Lords prayer of the ‘Ciuiftiaoh 

v‘. • * noy . 
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r.jw eafy in his mind, refolved to fight- the enemy : and truly to hear fuch ex- 

preffions at fo critical a moment from a powerful and zealous friend, never fails 
to infpire with frefh courage, and to afford an additional degree of daringnefs. 

The'Viceroy then after a (hort confutation, refolved to cut his way through 
the enemy;and to effeda retreat to M 8 rfh 3 dabad; from whence he expe&cd 
that after having dryed his wings, and trimmed his feathers, he would be able 
to come out again, and to oppofe afront to the enemy. By this time the evening 
was come again; and the Marhattas having planted upon a tree a field piece 
that had fallen in their hands in the firft plunder of the Bengal carfip, were in- 
ceffantly (howering balls throughout the enemy’s ra^s, as well as throwing an 
infinity of Rockets; fo that nothing was heard throughout the,, army for the 
whole night, but cries and fereams: in fo much that Manic-chund, Divan to 
the Radja of Bardevan, having taken fright at fuch afene of daughter and con- 
fufion, thought proper to difuppear at day-break, and to make the bell of his 
way to his matter. At that very time, and in the darkeft part of the night, the 
Marhattas fell again upon the Bengal army, and attacked it on all fides; (o that 
the Viceroy had hardly time to mount his elephant, and face the enemy. As 
the attack was fo hidden,and every one had run *o arms in confufion,there •ft- Aemy. 

mained nopoflibility of arraying ranks,orofrecoveringfrom the difortlcr into which 

the troops had fallen,for the Marhattas had already penetrated to the very cen¬ 
tre ; and there Mir-habib who had not been as alert as rhe others, was fur* 
rounded, wounded in three places, and felled to the ground, where he was ta¬ 
ken priioner; after which he joined the Marhattas and took fetvice with them. In 
this extremity, Hiiider-aaly-qhan,who managed the field artillery in the Vice¬ 
roy’s fervicc, proved exceedingly ufcful, by fweeping down vaft numbers of the 
enei . On the other hand, Muftepha-qhan, and Sbimfliir-qhan, and Umcf- 
•cl .a Serdar-qhan, and Rahem-qhan, although fighting pell mcll, were 
r forming fuch feats of prowefs,and killitrg and wounding fo many of the ene¬ 
mies, cfpecially of the braveftand ntoft forward among!! them,as effcAuall^dam- 
* 3 & . ped 
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pcd their ardor; and their commanders intimidated by fomuch valor,ceafu' to fun 
round them on all Tides; and forming rhemfelves into one body a frefli, they 
wheeled round djnd fell upon the army’s flank. This movement having afforded 
the Bengal troops time to take breath,they formed into a compart body,and con- 
tin.ued their majeh to Catwa, fighting their way through the enemy’s*ranks. But 
now the remainder of the baggage was gone, and no clothes, no accommoda- 
tion whatever, jjo virtuals remaining at all; two or three -houfand men, moan* 
ted on famifli hd>rfes,and five or fixtthoufand mufquetcers,fainting with hunger 
and fatigue, wete m full march, fighting all the way, and all the. way ftarvinm 
The Marhattas f ereeverv way round them,and every way liarraffing them with 
continual attack?., and eternal /kirmdhes that endlefly ftrccceeded each otlrcr. 
put tbefe did nk difmay the Bengal troops: encouraged by the firmnefs of 
their General, And animated by the prowefs of their commanders, they faced 
about every way, and conftantly reputed the enemy; and they went on 
fighting and advancing, and always intimidating the enemy by the brave 
artions they were continually performing.. But theft; brave troops fuffered 
(is much for want of accommodations, as for want of virtuals. Luckily that 
there is in die high road of Bengal to Djagerfnat, an infinite number of 
■refervoirs of water and artificial ponds, which the Gentcos are at much 
expenfc in digging, as they reckon fuch works to be of the rnoft meritori* 
ous kind;.and luckily that every one-of thefe ponds is always furronnded 
by a mound whereon grows a multitude of trees.- As foon as night was 
coming on, after every day’s march, one of thefe ponds ferved the whole army 
for their quarters : every one, whether foldier or officer, far himfdfdown on 
the bare ground, and after having fluffed his bowels with a repaft of tree- 
leaves and field-graft, every one-flrctched himfelfat length; and look omc 
reft, without luvingall this while any other carpet than the bare gre , -r 
any other covering than:a, rainy iky .* nor did any nobleman,or general in 
army fare much better than die common foldier; for every night the Marbat- 
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furround the army, as they did by day, hut without ap¬ 
proaching fo near as to be bitted by a wall-piece ; and as every tent, and eve* 
ry piece of baggage, and every uftencile, as well qs every fort of proviiion,- 
bad been plundered by them ; and they made it a practice every morning to' 
fend fcouring parties-on every fide, and to burn and faccage every village ar 
tenor twelve codes round, the Bengal army found itimpoflible to procurea- 
ny thing eatable; and the men commenced defpairing not only of vi&ory, 

but of their very exiftcnce : jaded • by daily marches and famifhed by daily 
... 11 -■ * 

abftinence, they could no more fupport themfelves under their arms, and ftilf 
lefs move with any- vigour. Nor did the generals and mighty commanders 

f 

prove to be in better circumftances themfelves with all their gold, being bare- 
!y able to fupport nature : and no more; the reft of the army crammed them¬ 
felves with leaves and barks of trees, with ants and with fucli other food ; par¬ 
ticulars incredible, but which have been carefully recorded by that fame 
'Y8fSi-aaly-qhan,\vho has left us memoirs of his campaigns, and in particular, 
of mat hazardous retreat. ITe mentions that in their three days march to 
reach Catwa, dU He could do-, was only to procure once about three quarts of a 
feer of klcbrry (13); and that «hi« fare was fhared between levcn noblemen ac- 
cuftommed to all the delicacies of a plentiful table. Another day they were 
fopported by feven pieces of Sheker-para.(t4), a kind of confectionary ; ano-' 

• therday the fame men could procure only half afeer of carrion amongtl them 
felves: and whilft it was broiling, feveral others came in for a fingle mouth- 
full, which couhl not be refufed. It was in fuch mifery as this, that the Bengal 
army was advancing on its march. All die artillery, imall and great, being loftj 
and the enemies conftantly hovering about them, only at fomuch diftar.ee as 
eotAkmfure their not being hitted by a wall-piece; notlving eatable could be 
pn an ’ naayrormsv Such a (late of things threw feveral commanders into 

-— : 

■ft 3) A feer is abfut tvvtr pounds avoirdupois, and K. thrry, ii a me;* of boiled rice mixed will) puife. 

if t|r • - . , ' 

(14) No piece of Shek cr-para, weighs above half mo^uce. 
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a kind of Trendy ; and once in particular, Muftepha-qhan angry’ and (hocked 
at their not coming nearer, faid to thofe about him (and it was already dark) 
“ What a fit a me to the Mufulman religion, and what a difgrace to the Afghan 
“ name, that the vtleft of thofe Oceanians fhould furround and prefs ygn on 
“ all lides every day and every night 1 And that inftead of advancing up- 
“ on thofe infidels, and ieeking for a prompt delivery amongft them, you 
“ fhould fuffer yourfelvesto be confirmed by famine and byajlingeringdeath!” 
Such a fpeech hud it’s effect ; and thofe about him being meft of them men of 
tryed valor, they anfwered that “ he was their commander, and that if 
“ he would but lead them-on, they would follow.” Muftepha-qhan finding 
them in this mood,took-up his fabt e and birder; and he advanced at their head 
little by little,difperfing his troops in fmall parties,as if they had been only fb 
many fpe&ators. Over againft them was a body of Mafhattas, who far from 
cxpe&ing fuch an attack from familhed wretches, were all naked, had actual¬ 
ly iayed their arms and clothes on die ground, and were preparing for their 
devotions and their viduals, little inclined to mind thofe that were drawing 
fo near. Muftepha-qhan and his people availing theonfelves of this fecurity, 
drew their labres, and ruffling at once upon thofp proud infidels, they killed 
fo many of them, that the others fled with all their might, leaving their kettles 
upon the fire, viduals ready dreffed juft by them, and bags full ' grain and 
provifions. Muftcpha-qhan’s people (being now the field free, loaded tliem- 
felves with as much provilion as they could carry, and returned to their camp.; 
and this having beenobferved by others, they took the hint; and all returned 
loaded with grain and victuals : fo that the fkmilhed ones, that had been fading 
thefe three days, ate their full that day, and recovered from their feeblenefs. 
This adventure however ferved to put the enemies upon their guard • bn , ing 
felt the blows of Muftepha-qhan’s people, they became more cr is, nd 
did not prefs (o clofe as before; but nevcrthelefs they kept flill at a diflar e; 
and it is through fo much wretchednefs, that the army was preffingit’s march to 

reach 




M U T A H E R I N. 4 *3 

to reach Catwa. In one of thefe marches the Bengal troops werefuddenly ittack- 
fcd at the dawn of the day; and before the men had time to fall into their tanks* 

6r the Viceroy to mount this Elephant, the Marhattas making fuddenly a 
vigorous attack, at once penetrated every where; and it being impoffible to 
form or to join in one body, every one fought by himfelf juft where he chan¬ 
ced to be; and furrounded by the enemies, every one thought only of ex¬ 
tricating his own felf without minding how to jfhccour his neighbour,or to come 
their lord’s affiftance. This Prince was himfelf under the fame predicament, 

- and fought alone, and furrounded : he was undone, urilefs a miracle was 
wrought inftantly, and a miracle was wrought. Providence came that day 
to the afllftance of the diftrefled by a memorable inrerpofition. It was 
cuftomary for two elephants loaded with ftandards and infgnia, to march 
always precifely before the Viceroy’s elephant; and their tuiks were always Two elephant* 
loaded with a thick chain, with the jingling of which they feemed to amufe g!u army. Kcu * 
themfelves (i 5). Thefe animals feeing clofe to them fo many ftrangers of an 
unufual appearance and imell, at once liftened to the ward of command 
given them by Providence; and fkillfully managing their chain, they dealt it 
around at fo dreadful a rate, that every ftrokc of their’s carried deftru&ion 
to either man or lio/fe. The Marhattas furprifed at the ftrangenefs of the 
fight, and not daring to approach, ceafed to prefs fo clofe; they retired 
at fome ditlance, and gave time to a number of people to run to their mailer’s 
afliltance, ancl to furround his elephant. Other troops availing themfelves of 
this moment of refpite, haftened to the Viceroy’s relief; and having now for¬ 
med in great numbers, they fell upon the Marhattas that furrounded other 
corps, and extricated them likewife; and now the army having recovered 
from its difordcr, the troops went on with their march ; and the enemy that 
had broke amongft them, and had penetrated every where, was driven out 
agJn with much (laughter. It was through fuch feenes of mifery, (laughter. 


(15) This chain may he twenty t'ect in length, and of three hundred pound weight, 
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and wrctchechicfs, that the array had toadvanceon a road ftrewed with migliv 
ty dangers, and infefted by endlcfs difficulties and urdbrefeen perils, but fliiL 
rcpelling the enemy, and facing about every where- At la.fl by the divine af- 
fifUnee they arrived at Catwa, a town and caftle at two days fouth of M3r- 
£h8dabad. 

♦ 

As they were approaching* every one who had a bcaft to fpare or a bag to • 
mutter, made hafto to repair thither in expectation of finding as ufual that 
town full of grain and all kinds of provifions; but the nemy had been before 
hand with them, and had a little before fallen upon that town, and facked 
and plundered it, feting fire to fuch grain and provifions as could not be car¬ 
ried away. This was the refource found in that populous town; and the half 
burnt and half parched grain feafted the eyes of thofe famifhed wretches, like 
a table fpread with a quantity of unexpected victuals. Aali-verdi-qhan having 
taken up his quarters at Catwa, wrote to Hadji-ahmed and to Nevazifh-mah- 
med-qhan,Governors of the city, to inform them of his fituation,and to requeft 
their taking care of the city and country, but above all their lending his fe- 

cond nephew Sayd-ahmed-qlun, to join the army immediately with a fup- 

* 

ply of provifions and every thing neceffary. The news of this arrival filled 
that family with joy. At fir ft they had entirely loft every track of Aali-verdi- 
qhan, as they had received no intelligence at all from him this long while: fo 
that they had given him up for loft: when therefore letters came from him, and 
they heard of his being fo near the city, they proftrated themfelves before that 
Supreme one who finds mean3 to bring together the parted and diftant, and 
to fave thofe that feem without refource; and they returned thanks to that provi¬ 
dence, that had brought him back fafe and in health, after to long a cam¬ 
paign. After winch they difpatched Sayd-ahmed-qlun with a train of artil¬ 
lery,and a convoy of provifions,folio wed by all kinds of tents and every other ne- 
ccu.iry : and he in a few days joined his uncle with a reinforcement of old. 
troop., and his convoy of provifions. This fight overjoyed every one : and. 
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{< y famiflied' men on beholding plenty fucceed to Hunger and dtftrefs,retur¬ 
ned thanks to the Almighty difpofer of events, and repofed themfelves alter 
fo mai y toils and dangers. And now futlers and merchants with provifions of' 

* r 

all binds flocked to camp from all parts, to the great amufement of the fol- 
diers* who after having fuflfered fo much from famine and hunger, now crow¬ 
ded to lee the cart-loads of grain and victuals pafs by, as if it had been fom$- 


unufual fight,and feme uncommon fpciflacle capable to excite curiofity. 

So glorious a retre .. could not fail to raife Aaii-verdv-qhan’s character : 
it overjoyed the hearts of his fubje&s, "and intimidated his enemies. The 
Marhatta General was alarmed: matters were now greatly altered: the Vice* 
rov had before him a country abounding with every thing that could bewifh* 
ed; and it became problematical even with the enemy,whether an army that had 
withftood him when ftruggKng through fo many difficulties, would not prove 
now an overmatch for his men? concludingthereforethatir would be highly diffir 
cult now for him to keep his footing in Bengat, efpeciallj as the rainy feufbn was let 
in, he had thoughts of returning home through the country ot Birbohom. But 
this was oppofed by Mir-habib, who by rendering continual fervices, and ex- 
pofing continually his perlon, had found means to render it refpc< 5 table,and to 
f'peak. with authority. That man who had come alimple pedlar from Iran, his- 
country, and was fo low bred, as to be unable either to write or read, had now by 
dint of merit and fervices renderedhimfelf confiderablc; he had found meansto fig¬ 
ure asa man fertile in expedients, and a General of much refolution. His 
animofity agiinft Aali-vcrdi-qhani would not allow, of his parting with Bengal 
on fo ealy teims; and he wentfo far as to tell the Marhatta General, that if 
money was his object, he (Mir-habib) would undertake to find a great deal of 
it for him, and that he requeued only the difpofal of fome thoufan.l Cavalry, 
withwhiQh force he would fo far avail himfclfof Aali-verdi-qhan’s lying at Catwa, 
as to advance fuddcnly to MSrfhSdabaJ, which is a.city without walls, and 
« • without 
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wnhoutany defence, whereby plundering onlyDjaget-(eat*S houfe (16), lie 
wo ild bting him money enough to fatisfy all his wifhes. This advice having 
been lupporteil by a (Irong reafoning, Mir-habib was furnifbecl with fome 
thoufandupicked horfe, and he departed immediately on his expedition. Buit 
this could r.ot be donefo fectctly, as that the Viceroy fhcirld not have ihtellh 
gence of ir; and as be knew the circumRanccsofhis Capital, and did not trull to 
the talents of either his Brother or nephew for the defence of it, he determined 
u> advance himfelf to its relief; and he let out directlywith much expedition. 
But Mii> inbib having already performed the journey in a fmgle day (17) was 
before hand with him; and he had already plundered Djigat-feat’shoufe, from 
whence he carried full two Corqrs away, and alio a quantity of other goods. 
Some.other parts of the city were alfb plundered; £iid Mir-habib having ad van- 
ct\l as far as his own lodgings, took away his, own brother Mir-fhenf, but did 
not venture farther; For the Viceroy’s palace, and alfo the quarter where lived 
his nephew, who .was deputy governor; and likewife the quarter of Ata-olLih- 
qhan, a general officer, were filled with too many troops to be liable to infult; 
and mean while the enemy hearing that the Viceroy was at hand, inftantly de¬ 
parted the city. Ir was about the middle of the day, and in the evening, the 
Viceroy arrived himfelf, to the univerfal joy of his f iends, of his whole Court 
and of all his fubjedts. Al! theft events happened in the month of Sefer of 
the year 1155 of the Hcdjra. 

It is remarkable that whilft the Viceroy was advancing to the relief of his 
Capital, the Marhatta General, intimidated by the violence of the rainy 
fcafon in Bengal, was retreating towards his ova country; and he was already 



(16) Th'S was Djagat-feit Aalemchund, the tj :»e(t fubjc.U of the world. His houfe which even now contains 
C 1 7^^) no lets than two thonf.md fouls, wis plambred of full two C >rors,or two Mil ions and an half /her inj, 
(and what is fmjular, this was al! in Rupees ftrnck at Arcot j) hut fo amazing a lots which wonld 4'iftrefn 
»nv Monarch in Europe, aff- fted hirn fo little, that he continued fo give government bills of exchange at 5;>4/ o i 
ful One Coror at a tunc: in J tins is too notorious in Bengal to need any proof. 


(17) About forty milts. 
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tc race.” Hedaiet-aali-qhan anfwered, “ that he reckoned himfelf to be 
«( one 0 f cb, e men mod attached to his family and perfon; and thst he 
tt w0 pq be ready to execute to the bell of his abilities, fuch commands as ha 
'•« , vou ^ ja-y upon him; as he felt the importance of the occafion, and would. 

>t ^..;de himfelf in his being able toliglnen in that crifi*,fuch part of his burthen, 

“ as would be allotted to him.” The governor pleafed with this glimpfe of hope 
anfwered “ diat at prefent there were but two articles that galled him exceed- 
«< j n „|y . the ft hi was, the difeharging fuch arrearsas were due to the troops ; 

, c a pj ece 0 f juftice, without which they would not fufter him to depart, and 
u w hhout which nothing could go forward : the fecond was, the propriety 
tt 0 f his leaving the Government in fuch able trufly hands, as would put it in 
his power to appear before die Viceroy, his unde, with fuch a number of 
“ troops and fuch a quantity of artillery, as would prove adequate to his ffa~ 
tion and rank : in one word, with fuch a force as might enfure the exertion* 

“ expected from him, as a foldier, a general, and a worthy nephew offuch an 
“ uncle. ” Such an unexpected propoi’al being liable to many difficulties, 
Hediiet-aall-qhan anfwered, “that he(the governor) could not be ignorant how 
“ circumfcribedWere his means, a v.l no.v un adequate were his finances to 
« the bulinels of difeharging the arrears due to the troops: that neverthelefs, 
» being zealoufly attached to his perfon, he-was ready to go all lengths to ferve 
“ him ; but that however the utmofi he could do, would be to refer one pait 
« of tliofe arrears to the principal receivers of the finances, and to bo now 
“ the ofher upon his own private credit from bankers and money-lenders; 
ee taking upon Iiis own account the batance tiiat woidd Hill remain due, and 
“ undertaking to come to an agreement on that fubjeft with the army agents, 
“ to whom he would pay it at fuch times as might be agreed between them; 
he added, * that as to die tranquility of the country, and the peaceable b Ju- 
« vidnr of the inhabitants, he would takethat article totally upon himfelf, and 
« wouldanfwer for any one’s prefuming ter excite troubles,or or turning refract 
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,tory.” Each.a fpecch coaid not but pleafe the governor: it tranquilifed Lis 


anincl; and lx anfwertd Ly returntf.g his.ackrxAvJcdgtrrxnts and by alluring him 
drat ” this was what had always teen uppevmoft in his thoughts: tc fatisfy 
f* the fcldier} and to keep the country q»liet, and that- now,that fiich a poJiu "*as 
<*« fecured, hefelthimfelfperfedtly ateale, and as he was thoroughly convince * 
that none but himfelf could difeharge that important trull with honour, fb Ire 
“ would not call his eyesuponany other/or bellowing it,beh)g fcnfible that no 
** one but himfelf could render an im portant fervicein a delicate conjuncture. ** 
Hedaiet-aali-qhan having anfweved according to (he propriety of the cafe,and 
the dignity of the two fpeakers,wenr home; and fending for his younger brother 
Mdidi-nelTar-qhan,pay matter-general of the forces,and for the feveral comman¬ 
ders with all the army-agents, he took upon himfelf the payment of their ar¬ 
rears bur obtained their promifes that they would Hand by their governor in 
thefe times of difficulty, and would follow him in his expedition to Bengal. 
After this, he engaged then) to leave their-agents with him, that they might re 
ceivc their refpedtive balances, and furnilli their nrfpcCtive receipts. This 
difficult bufmefshaving been brought to an end, and the governor being now 
eafy in liis mind, he made choice of a fortunate day, and fet out for Bengal with 
five thoufand cavalry, and about fix or fevea thoufand infantry; carrying with 
him all his friends and favorites, and leaving the government of the province 
to Heduiet-aali-qlun, to whom he gave the invediture of that office in a rich 
Qhylaat. He took wich him my paternal uncle Mehdi-nelTar-qhan, and alio 
my maternal grand-uncle Abdol-aali-qhan, who having ftretched every nerve 
to fatisfy out of his private fortune all the men in his brigade,had engaged them 
by that effort to follow him to Bengal. It will not prove di(agreeable to the 
reader to be told that a little beftjsc his departure, this nobleman had recei ved 
another letter from Aali-verd.i qhan, his kinfman, which contained the fame 
invitation as the former, but where that Viceroy had wrote with liis own hand 


S» the margin this verfc of the poet: 


“ We 
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p. cxpe^ec’ from our friends fome proofs oftheir attachment. ” And 
;r,C! ” ns hid flopped fhort, without adding the lecond verfe which would have 
aclofeci diltich; but when the two noblemen arrived ac M8rfh8dabad with 




■fin 


1 ... numerous.troops, and they went to pay cheirrefpefts co their uncle, the 
otter ; on embracing Abdol-aali-qhan, clofed thediftich, and added; 

“ Bur what we had been fufpedling, proves to be an error.” 

Notwithstanping fuch a reinforcement, the Viceroy thought it pru- 

•'W' 

'dent to alfetnble more forces; and he made additions to the feveral corps 
commanded by his Generals, taking care however to proportion the new levies 
to their refpe-ftive merits. Muftepha-qhan’s brigade, which was of fWe thou* 
'fand men, was carried to eight thoufand : his military degree, was raifed to five 
thoufand horfe ; arid his name received the epithet or title of the tygerin bat¬ 
ik (i 8); and to that diftin&ion was added a fringed Paleki and a Kettle-drum. 
The title of Bahatfyr or vatiarft was aifo conferred on Fakyr-olhh-beg-qhan 
and on N8rollah-beg-qlian, as well as on Mir-djaafcr-qhan, who was allied to 
•to the Viceroy, and on Haider-aa!y-qhan, v,ho was brother to Huflhin-cSly- 
qhan; and to this diftin&ion, was added the more fubilantial one of an aug¬ 
mentation on the numbers of their rcfpofli ve brigades. This latter favor, to- 
gethcr with a higher pay, and feveral marks of honour and diR'mdion, was 
likewife beftowed on Bahadyr-aali-qhan, who commanded the artillery; and 
on Omer-qhan, Shim-flrir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, who were Afghan officers. 
To theie precautions was added that of repairing thoroughly the artillery both' 
light and heavy, and of making fome augmentations in it: and at the fame 
time, fome war elephants were trained to march clofe to the Viceroy s ele- 
phant ami on his front. In fllon, no preparative that could be thought of 
living been omitted, AaS-vertS-qUin waited with impatience the end of 

the rainy feafon. ____ 
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It was in this critical conjuncture that a nobleman from the Imperial court 
announced his arrival in Bengal: 1 c was M8rid-qhan, who came on pu' pof e 


for enforcing payment of the revenue of that country, which of latehau 
much arreared. : The Viceroy who had objections both i& his errand, am l *' 


his entrance into Bengal, requeued iiis flopping at A/imabad, where He wf 
to wait until the Mirhatta invafioh could be brought to a conclufiorr. Mean; 
while, he wrote to the Emperor, (and this was Mahmed-fhah,) iC That at 
** prefent his faithful fervant had it not in his power ro forward, as ufnal; the 
€l Imperial revenue, being totally difabled by the Marietta's inv ifiorr; 
“ which alio had obliged him to difmiis the valliant M8rid-qhan, from MS.iv 
ft fhSdabad (a city now become the theatre of war,) and to defre him to 
<<r tranquillfe himfelf at Azimabad, until an end was put to the Marhatta rar 
" vages; but that with God's bl'cfTing,he hoped,that under the fortunateaufpiqcs 
“ of bis Majefty, he would give a good account of thofe free hooters; efpceH 
ally if at fuch a critical time as this, it fhould be hi & Imperial pleafnre to 
tc fend fome nobleman of the prefence, or any other General to aflifthis own 
t4r efforts: as it was feared that fhould any accident happen to him in this war¬ 
fare, the enemy would not fail to poffefs himfelf of the country,and ro occa- 
c ‘ fion thereby a heavy lofs to the Imperial treafury and wardrobe, which both 
were chiefly fup plied from the revenue and manufactures of Bengal: 
“ So that to aflift his faithful fervant, ami to pay a proper attention to the 
itr Bate of things, were confiderations highly important, and highly deferring 
“ the care of die Imperial mind; being in their nature fuch as would prove 
highly conducive to the welfare of the whole Empire.” The petition havitrg 
been peruled by die Emperor, and the truth of what it contained, afcertainecl 
beyond clifpute,.Malimed-(hah 4 became apprehenlive of the confequences; and 
he not only held confultations with his miniders, but he a!fo afked Emir- 
qlian s advice, although that nobleman was now far off at his government 
oi llahubadluch being the opinion entertained of his attachment and abilities,, 


that 




'Ifhat Che Emperor wrote him a letter with his own hand. Emir-qhan, in his 
;anfwer, agreed with all the minifters on the propriety and neceflity of fuc- 
courin - Aali-wcrdy-qban, whole merits were unqueftionable. The Emperor 
thr: .tore wrote a letter, in his own hand to AbSl-manfBr-qhan, fon-in- 
: *wand fuccefi'or to Saadet-qhan in the province of A8d. That General com¬ 
manded in a country contiguous to thofe governed by the Viceroy of 
Bengal; and he was known to be mafter of a good army and a good artillery. 
The Emperor commanded his marching immediately to Aali-verdi-qhan's 
affiftance; and he wrote alfo to Emir-qhan, to urge Ab 81 -manf 8 r-qhan’s de¬ 
parture, and to afford him every affiftance in his power. He aifo wrote to Ba- 
lidji-rao, who was commander in chief of all the Marhatta forces, and he 
laid his commands upon him to this purport: “ That as great films accru- 
“ cd to his benefit from the payments made him by the Imperial treafury 
4i on account of the Chout; and thofe payments were likely to fuffer greatly 
“ from the ravages made in Bengal by the infolen;.freebooters, fent thither 
“ by Rago-dji-bhoflah, under the command of Bha-fuker-pandct; -it was 
‘ f proper he (hould repair thither to inllift (uch a chaftifertient on thofe plun- 
“ derers as might deter them, from ever renewing their infolencies again.” 

Whilst the Emperor was writing to the Viceroy, and exerting the Mar¬ 
hatta General, Aali-verdi-qhan was affembling a numerous army with a great 
train of artillery ; and having invoked the affiftance of the Omnipotent fuc- 
courer, he quitted the city, accompanied by his two fons-in-law, by his kinf- 
man Abdol-aaly-qhan, and by a great number of perfons of cJiflindion, at¬ 
tached to his perfon. Nevazifh-mahmed-qhan, his deleft nephew, was left in the 
city with his brigade and a fufficient number ef troops for the protection of 
that Capita!, in which he was appointed deputy governor: fa that die Vice¬ 
roy quitted the fuburbs on die decline of the rainy feafon indeed, but whilft 
the ground was yet miry and interfered by an infinity of waters: fuch being 
his eagernefs to fight Bha-fukur, and his fettled rdolution to drive thofe lava- 
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gers out of Bengal. In a few days march he arrived at the wiflied for (pot 
which was over againft Catwa, from which he was parted only by the Bag raw- 
f ty, the river that flows at MSrlhSdabad, For eight days together,thetwo armies 
cannonaded each other aerpfs the river, Bha-fukur being encamped or 

thcr fide; but he had'alfo troops on this fide the river which fronted Aah-v (*-* 
di-qhan ; the main of his army was on the other fide with the Bagrawty on Lis. 
flank, and the letter river of Adji on Bis front*; and (b well was he ferved 
by Mir-habiU, that he had alfo a floop anchored on the middle of the river x 
the artillery of which played on the flank of the Bengal army, and proved a. 
great bar to their eroding the River: fo that Aali-verdi-qhan ordered his 
troops to crofs over in a dark night upon abridge of boats ; after which they 
were to crofs the Adji alfo, upon another fuch a bridge, and then to fall imme¬ 
diately on the Marliatta camp. As the country extending from the Adji ow 
both fides of the Bagrawty was free from Marhattas, the Viceroy found means, 
to form a bridge with large boats, and to carry His whole army over with a great 
deal of eafe and in one night; after which the boats of the middle ofthe bridge 
being let down the dream, by one and two at a time, were ranged at the mouth' 
ofthe Adji. It happened tint the Marhattas were faftafleep, (and fo was their 
fortune) and that no body did hail the boats, or if any did, the boatmen would 
give them ananfwer, and then would continue to Hide down ; by fuch a mance— 
vre, a number of boats were afiembled in the Adji,where they ferved to make a 
bridge over it; and it was compleated a little before day break, at about half a. 
cofle above the Marhatta Camp; nor did the Marhattas get any intelligence of 
this double manoeuvre, or even lufpeft anything of either, and therefore they 
made no kind of oppofition. The fecond bridge then being finifhed, Aali-ver?- 
di-qhan ordered his beftf commanders with their brigades to pafs on foot and in 
filence : thefe were Muftepha-qhan, and S.hnnfhir-qhan, and Umer-qhan and 
Rehem-qhan, and Djaafer-qlian : he was himfeif at the head of the bridge* 
and recommended*to them to crofs over briikly, and to fall at once upon the. 

enemy 
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emy, without giving them time to recover from their furprize: aflfuring them 
it the fame time, that whilft they fhoulci be engaged, himfelf with the main of 
thearny would crofs the river, and fupport them betimes, without giving the 
eneeptime to forfnand to remedy the'diforder. The fcheme was well laved; and 
tr ’i l|raveft and mod forward of the army, refolvcd to gain honour, were already, 
pairing over the bridge, when by an unforefeen accident, one ortwoof the boatsin 

>w great lv)fs of mea 

the middle of the bridge gave way,.andfunk. The night beingdark.andthofeon, 10 the Vitewy ‘ 
the bridge making hade to advance, whilft thofe behind were heedlefiiy pufhing 
forwards, vaft numbers of men fell in the water, and were (wallowed up in the 
eddies ofan.unexpe&ed death. It is credibly reported that fifteen hundred 
brave men loft their lives by that accident, and fome fay much more; it was 
after lofing fuch a number of men, that the breach at the bridge became known,, 
and people ftoppedihort where they were, in expectation of feeing it repaired. 

But Aali-verdi-qhan was fo well ferved, that the breach was made up inftantly 
by other boats; and the foremoft and braveft paflfed on eagerly. The day was 
going to dawn, and hardly two.or three thoufend men had palled: when thefe 
having confuited together, concluded that if they gave time to the enemy to 
take a view of their numbers, the affair might take a bad turn; but that if they, 
fhould fall to immediately, every thing might be expected from the furprife. 

The valorous chiefs after afhort confuitation, took to their fabres and bucklers, 
and making afhort prayer,.they pulhed on at full fpee l, and in an inftant. 
broke through the enemy’s encampment. Cries arofe immediately that Aali- 
verdi-qhan. was arrived; and that mighty army of Marhattas, without farther 
inq viiry and without further intelligence, mounted immediately and fled onalllidcs, 
whilft the braves that purlued them, with fabres as deftrucUve and as fudden 
as lightening, were flaughtering them by (hoafe, and (brewing the ground with 
their dead. Aali verdi-qhan having crofted the river in his boars of plea- 
fure, fent them back to ferry the people over; and in a little time ei ephants and 
canon, and heavy artillery, and numbers cf troops were already on tins fide, 

and 
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and eager to engage’the enemies. Their general having ranged them in o 
(jer. departed immediately, overtook his vanguard, and continued the purfui 
making a great flaugfeter of the enemies. The Marhattas with all then hoif 
and all their power, having juft takervup what any one could cany upon d 
horfe, left the remainder where it was, and continued flying inceflantly, with- 
out ever looking behind, or taking notice of the fmall number and diforderof 
their enemies. After having mn over a deal of ground and diftanced their 

The Mai hat- 

tas ioereiy purfuers, fome of them took time to breathe ; and on looking behind, they ob¬ 
served the fmall number of their purfuers : upon which , hey turned about and 
flcirmUhed in advancing about one mile ; when having difcovered that Aali- 
verdi-qhan was in full march with his whale army and artillery, ready to chaf~ 
tife them, they made no ftand, but turned abbut and continued their flight. 

Aali-v ERDi-ojiAN was the more inclined to aferibe this vidory to the 
particular care of providence, as the accident happened to'thofe unfortunate 
men at the bridge, might have been of the utmoft confequence, his vanguard 
■■beinn*’ comoofed wholly of their friends and relations: he therefor^'gave his 
troops fome reft, and for that diy encamped in the Marhatta camp. The 
dead bodies were fi.hed-up; difengagecl from their arms, and clothes ; and 
wvlo • 1 and purified* according to law, and committed to the earth. It was 
obferved that they had a blueith appearance. Dorioilds it was becaufc the 
■weather was ft> very hot, it being the end of the rains; and becaufe the unfor¬ 
tunate people being ftreightened by their arms and clothes, had undergone a 
kind of flranguiation and choaking. This remarkable victory was obtained 
in the month of Shaaban of the year 1155 of the Hedjrah; and Bha-fuktir fen- 
fible that he had done as much as could be done, took to the vallies of the 
Pachaet country : his.troops in the utmoft fear and confufion, evacuating the 
diftri&sof HSgly, Bardcvan, and MidnipSr, and all the other countries, which 
they had taken poll!(Inn of: they were flying every where, and every where 
jmrfued by Aaali-verdi-qban, who intent on their deftru&ion, did not take a 

day’s 
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fay's retd. Bha-fuku'rlutiihidated by the enemy's eagernefs, ftruck into a trad 
full of brambles and thorny broken grounds, where the purfuers and the pur- 
ftied vfofe hardly differenced by a diftance of fix or (even codes : in a few days 
i v .;/ both arrived in a woody tra.fi full of fnakes and large red ants,but fo in- 
hefet. with 'tali trees and underwood, that in no part of the foreft could 
twot.orfemen pals a breaft : in fo much that it became impoffible for die officers 
to know where their own men were: fb iar from being able to hear of the ene¬ 
my.. Bha-fukur unable to open his way to his own fronders,.through foehn dif¬ 
ficult country ; and at aloft how to manage with fuch an enemy at his heels* 
found himfeif obliged to leave the management of the march to Mir-habib; 
and that able general found means to bring him back to the woods of Biihen- 
pgr, from .whence he proceeded through the plain ofChendracona; and atlaft 
emerged about MidnipSr. From thence he feat troops to oppofe Sheh-maafSm 
in Srefi'a : a commander who encamped at HariarpSr with a handful of men. 
The MUrhattas informed of the feeblenefs cf his force, fell upon him, after ha¬ 
ving feveraKtimes offered lain terms, which he has often refuted $ fo that the 
brave officer IkLcn l bg only to his feme of honour and fidelity, c.une out of ms 
.lines with his handful of men, and after afurious- engagement which cod much 
blood, he fell like a brave man, felling his life to the higheft bidder. 

M* a n while Aali-verdi-qhan informed that the Marhattas^ having gives* 
him the flip, had fbowo themfejlves in the MidnipSr, marched back from that 
difficult country; and having croffecVche whole Bardevan, be advanced with 
a refolutiotfto attack them. So much expedition and pcrteverance could not 
bur add to the featsofihe Mated General, who far from being recovered from 
his Panick o f Cat r, fled again from MidnipSr, and then to Bahlfor-beuuer 
.(BftUttfor) alt this while without being able to get rid of his purfuers, as the 
Viceroy was continuing the purfuit, without giving himfelf any reft. The Mar- 
hatta tired with fo much obitinacy, faced about and refolded to try his chance 
again. The ^liorr was warm, and cold the lives of a numcer of mm. e »*<«• 
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on both fides; but dill with a greater lofs on the fide of Bha-fukUr, \vh<? 
finding that his difficulties encreafed upon him, fled again, and was ftiH 
ptirfuecl by the braved and bed mounted of the Bengal army: wn'ift' the 
Viceroy followed with the main and an artillery ’of fuch large cannon, as 
would have fhaken the globe. Matters came to fuch a pafs, thar the 
Marhattas often cut down, and then endlefily purfued, and often expe¬ 
riencing the heavy blows of the enemies, a: Iaft lofl courage, -and 
could not be brought to face about, or to ftand their ground for half an 
hour; and their general eternally purfued, fled again, until he reached the 
laft boundaries of S refill, and even through the frontiers of Decan; fo that 
the Viceroy continued the pnrfuit as far as the Chilca-lake, where finding- 
no enemy before him, and even no traces of their laguers, he returned, 

• crowned with glory to Catec, where hearing how bravely and faithfully 
he had been ferved by Shch-maafSm, he fent for his family, condoled wi.h it 3 
and took care of its well heir g. The peft of that brave man was given toAb- 
tlol-nebi-qhan, uncle to Muftepha-qhan, on whofc recommendation his mi¬ 
litary degree was raifed up to three thoufimd horfe, to which diflin&ion was 
added an augmentation in the effe&ive men of his regiment, a kettle-drum, 
a fringed Palcky, and the title of Bahadyr or ValHant. A number of other 
troops were commanded to attend him; and lie received ftrift orders to keep 
a watchful eye ever the enemy’s motions. This officer, on his nephew’s invi¬ 
tation had quitted Samaria, the place of his nati vity and that of his anceftors; 
and with a choice body of men, compofed entirely*)! liis own nation, and of¬ 
ficered by liis own family, he had joined the army a little after the battle of 
Bardevan, where he had offered his ferviccs to the Viceroy. His brigade, 
which was of no lets than five thoufand men, was ordered to remain with 
him; and to this was added a body of mufqueteers and as much artillery 
and nseeflaries as the time and place feemed to require. But as the man, 
being a rough faldier, underflood very little oi adminiftration, the fon of 
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grille firft minifter Djankinun, was ordered to attend to that bufinefs under the 
title of his Pifhcar or agent: this was Radja DSISbram. 

It d,s after thofe arrangements had already been taken, that news 
eaf i. of AbSl-rmnfSr-qhan’s arrival at Azimabad, and alfo of fomc 
i&bbliging actions of his, which rendered it neceflary to 'find a remedy, 
onleis he came to fome conceffions. Such an intelligence having ha- 
llencd the Viceroy’s departure from Catec, he recommended the coun¬ 
try and inhabitants to the care of the new governor, hung at his ear two 
pendants of wholefome advice, and Tet out to liis return to MSrfiiSdabad, 
carrying with him his two Tons-in-law, his friends, and the reft of his troops. 
He traverfed the MidnipSr and Bardevan; and it was in this laft place he 
received intelligence that Ab 3 I-manf 8 r-qhan liad returned to his own coun¬ 
try. T. his was at the very time when Aa!i-verdi-qhan was taking meafures 
to drive him away: Hie fingdar behaviour of that pretended fuccourer had 
tnade fuch an impreiiion on his mind, that fome days before, he had put this 
queftion toMuftepha-qban. “Genera!, faid he, ff you hear that the Viceroy 
of A8d adswery much like an enemy: he difpofes of every thing in my coun- 
“ try, with as little ceremony as if he were at home: fliould it become neccfla- 
“ ry to make him change his manners, how are we to manage ? for the Mar- 
“ hattasfind me work enough. <e The general, without hefitation anfwer- 
ed, that he did not fee there any matter that foould require much deliberation; let 
jour higknejs tear this man to p/fr«,added he,and let me feramper after the other ; 
v and ref a fund that a good account jhall be given of him . "W hi lft the. Viceroy 
was mufing on this anfwer, news'came thac Baladjirao, the Marhattta genera- 
lifTimo, having fet out by the Emperor’s order for.fucconring Bengal, was ar¬ 
rived at a few days from M8rfli8dabad; lo that the Viceroy haftened his march, 
fenftble that he would hardly have landed in his palace, before he fliould have 
been obliged to leave it again. 
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By this time the news of the victories over the MarKattai, had reached the' 


Imperial court; and the Emperor, perfectly fatisfied with the ViceroyV. con- 


dud, wrote him with his own band a letter lull of encomiums* beftow* 1 'it- 
him the title of HeJfam-el-muUi, or.I word of the kingdom ; and. added, to u.;tt 
favour that of a rich. Sabre and Poinard, with a Serplch. or circlet, and ■Qjfat 
or Aigrette, and a chaplet of large pearl ; and- not content with thole honors, 
he lent him a whole drefs of his own wearing. He at the latne time complied 
with the petition he had lent up, and conferred new titles and new honours, op- 
the principal perions. of his family: Nevazilh-mahmed-qban, who enjoyed al¬ 
ready the title ol the valorous in wars, was decorated with that oi the refpefta- 
ble of the Empire; Sayd-ahmeJ-qhan,already the impetuous in battles, was pro¬ 
claim ed that of the important of the Empire; and Zin-ed-din-ahmed-qhan,already 
the impoiing in battlesjbecame the honor of the Hate. At the fame time, the 
epithet of tire honoured of the Empire was bellowed on Ata-ol'ah-qiun, and 
thofc of qhan or Lord, and Bahadur or Valiant, on Muilcpha-qhax^ who alio 
received the patents of a command of three thoufand horfe. 

Bur as we have only been hinting at the extreme imffcpnety of Ab 81 - 
maniBr-qhan’s conduit at Azimabad, it becomes our duty to explain that 
fubjeit more fully. His arrival at that city happened about the beginning of 
Shervalu 55, and his departure about the aid of the next month, precifely a- 
bout the time when Aali-verdi-qhan (lading no enemies to contcnd-with, gave 
the purfuit over, at the lake of Chilca, and returned victorious to Catec, where 
he received tliofc letters from Azimabad that excited his indignation. But he 
was already in the neighbourhood of MSrlhSdabad, when there appeared on 
the oppofite neighboiirhooUjof that city,two Marlmtta armies, fullas dangerous 
the one as the other, although Rago-dji-bholThh, who commanded the one 
was come to ravage Bengal, and the Generalilfimo Baladjiriio, who was at the 

r 

head of the other, had orders to protect ami fuccour that country: this was 
in the year 1156. It was at fuch a conjuncture, that thofe whom the prof- 
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found means to throw a very invidious light on the nature of the connexion 
between my honoured father, and AbSl-tnanfSr-qhan. So flight an acquain¬ 
tance, which had been forced upon him by the neccffity of the times, was 
converted into a crime within Aali-verdi-qhan’s hearing, and especially in the 
ptefence of his nephew, who was Governor General of Bahar. Such an impu¬ 
tation drew fcdnfequences after it, which did not fail to put an end to the 
intimacy that had hitherto fublifted between thofe illuftrious perfons, and to 
turn featimentsoflovcahd attachment into mutual difguft and heart burnings: 
this miflinderftanding happened in the following manner. As foon as the 
rainy feafdii was over, and the miry roads were already drying up, AbSl- 
manfSr-qhan fet out of A 3 J his Capital, and advanced towards Azima-bad: 
he was at the head of a very refpeAable force, confiding of about ten thoufand 
Hindoftanies, all flout men, well mounted, and well accoutred; and feven 
thoufand Moguls, all well arm .d, and all mounted on horfes of their own 
country : thrfe were moflly ddertcrs from the army of Nadyr (hah; all old 
foldiers, acculc > ned to long marches, and frequent fucccffes: he had befides 
a numerous artillery well ferved (19); and i; was followed by a camp amply 
fueniihed with every thing that co dd be defired. On hisfetting out he wrote 
in thefe terms to Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Ilah-abad, who was his friend and 
pat on; “ your refpc&ful friend on his Majfefly’s fpecial command, backed 
“ by your own advice and requefl, is going to fuccour the Viceroy of Ben- 
« gal, who is hard preffed by the MaVhattas. But as fuch an expedition (hall 
“ to all appearance be liable to a variety of difficulties and obftacles; and on 
'« the other hand, it is well known that my own government is a continual 
« f cene of infurreflions and troubles, and full of Zemindars, accufton e.l to in- 
*< fubordination and independence, whofe refractory necks of courfe require 


fcot Thefe ExorelTions of our author about ar’ 1 ries welt ferved, ought nottotnillea:! the reader; for although 
thofbixprefilani occur freely, it is c rtain that all thofe ur, diene; w, re as t***fom. >nd a, al-moun nj 
and ferved as were the artilleries of Europe three hundred yea,-sago. It ,s only fioce the year t ;6c, that fume In¬ 
dians haste put themfel/es upon the footing of haring an artillery mounted and ferved ««rA m the European 
manner; although it is indubitable that they had gunpowder and fire arms to early as fivethoufeud yea.s ..go, as ,t 
is mdubitsble that flit worms, Grecian fire or gunpowder -nd BtmbiUms, or Pumb^hmt, that is Pamkatk or Cot- 
•toil came together from India Co Europe ill time, about twelve centuries ago. 
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" continually a curbing band; my fitimicn at the very fettirg cvtlcccircs 
“ perilous, I can neither leave my Confoit. and family amongft the.m, nor 
carry them decently along with tne ; nor do I poffefs pr fee about me, any 
“ fuch place of flicker, where I might leave them with fafety : your humble 
“ Servant flipplicates, therefore, that you vouchfafe him the fortress pf 
“ Chenn.tr; after which favor your refpetflful fuitor,having his heart fet at cafe 
“ about thefe two delicate articles, (hall proceed with pe^ce of mind on his 
“ expedition.” Emir-qhan on perufmg th. t letter, c .mpiied with thelequefj 
ynd fendiug Ab 81 -manf 8 r-qhan the patent of governor ofChennar,he ordered 
his own governor to evacuate the place, and to deliver it to him. AbSl-man- 
fSnqKan furnifhed with fuch credentials, threw-a bridge of boats on the Ganga, 
at Banai cs; and having eroded over, he went with his w hole family to fceanc^ 
admire the fprtrcfs of Chennar (20), after which he placed in it a garrifon and 
a Governor ofhis own, and continued his rout to Azitnabad, together with 
his ConfotT and family : his defign being to fend them back immediately 
to Ghcnnar, fliould there be aneehfity of fighting the enemy atAzima-bad. 
He. marched with a pomp equally warlike and impofmg. The poorman’s Fa-' 
ther, Scid I ieci . iet-aali'qhan £ahadyr,was at that time Deputy Governor of the 
province cf Azitnabad, where he foon received from his mafter Zin-eddin- 
llvmcd-qhan, a letter in thefe terms: “ AbSl-munfBr-qhan, the impetuous in 
“ Wars, is commanded by the Imperial court to come to the affif&nce of his fub- 
“ lime Highnefs, the formidable in battles, who is the intrepid of the Hate, and 
“ (he fivord of the Empire. Whenever that General lhall have come near the 
“ Citv, you arc to go out to meet him, and to do every thingwhich you lhall 
“ deem proper for receiving,entertaining, welcoming, and obliging him; and 

«ilet there not happen anything that may giv.e him difplcafure.” 

As Ab£U‘tnanf8r-qh*an was approaching, a panic feized ajl the inhabitants 



(-0) or a' it.i* inntvnutced by U.e JSati’.cs Chcnnat gin'.although a frrtreft itpon aroeK.asare i.lmo.ft 

ill thtfFortr eflfc ^ India, duo: to be compared to CSaiiar, Rush, Gandieotta.aml many other*, fc b>s ao 
m-ov.nd withm itfetf capable of fomifcinj for year, together to the AJMiftence of a y-rnKm; nor has >x fo manf 
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of Azim-abad, who dreaded the Character which thofc deferters from Naclyr- 
fiiah’s army bore all over thofe parts for their infubordination and their fe¬ 
rocity. This charader of their’s was fo well known, that the Citizens were a* 
co'nfterncd, as if they had been called up for the lad judgment; they had 
heard ot tlic cruelties excercifed at the General maffacreof Shah-djehan-abad, 
end knew that their deputy governor, although furnifhed with a body 
of troops fuitable to his office and ftation, was by no means equal to a corned 
with fo formidable a gusft, who was followed by an unbridled foldiery, ofwhofe 
fury and refolutenefs they had conceived the higheft opinion. Nor was the 
‘Deputy-governor himfelf without his apprehensions on that account, as he had 

rot the lead connexion with that General; and the neceffity of providing for 
/ 

liis own honour, dictated the propriety of fceking out fome mediator. Luckily 
' for him, he now recolleded.that MSrid-qhan, the nobleman lent from court, 
■and relegated by Aali-verdi-qban at Azimabad,pvasa Seyd of the race of the 
Tebatebas, as well as my honored-father himfelf-; and as this circutnftancc 
fud foon produced an acquaintance which had occafioncd much intercourfe, 
and then a ftria intimacy, he was thought by my father the fitted perfon for 
the office of introdudor and mediator with Ab 81 -manl 8 r-qlun : for he was 
himfelf a lord of the prefence, and had been at Dehly a great friend of Ab 81 - 
manfBi -'qhhti’s. To M8rid-qhan therefore he difclofcd his apprehenfions in a 
didant indired manner; and this- nobleman having quieted his mind on that 
"head, took upon himfelf the ta/k of introducing him to that General: with 
that view he quttted the city, and went to meet that newcomer, from whofe 
camp he in a few days wrote to my father to inform him “ that he might 
,c come by all means, without any fear, and witnout giving himlelt the lead 
uneafinefs on what he had fo much appsehended. fins letter vas ac — 
companied by one from the General himfelf, which was conceived in terms 
full of kindnefs, and exffrefied a defire to fee him. The Deputy-governor en¬ 
couraged by thefe letters advanced as far as Momr, where he paid his re,peds 
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to the Genera! as he was patting* by whom he was received and (poke to with 
much kindridfs and affability: after which he came with his retinue to Aziau- 
bad, where one ol AbSi-manfSr-qhan’s firft order, was to dear the cafile of eve¬ 
ry thjt* and per fan belonging to the Governor General, Zin-cddih-qhmed-qkan . 
lie had already fent a guard of Moguls to take poffeffion of the gate;: fo 
that it became impoffible to bring any thing out of the Governor’s lodgings ; 
however, when night came on, my father lent me with a number of trufty 
men, who found means to bring together in one place the furniture and 
things belonging to his matter; from whence they were carried with fihnce 
and precaution out of the cattle to a houfe that had been appropriated to 
that fervice, but from whence it became neceffary to carry them farther a- 
gain into a houfe clofe to our own lodgings, where they remained fafe. The 
next day Ab 81 nianf8r-qhan made a pompous entry into Azimabad; and 
wiihout (lopping any where, he repaired to the cattle, where he placed a 
number of his own men, after having taken a (light furvey of it; from thence 
he went to perform his devotions at the Maulbleum of liis internal unci.e, 
(monument that goes by the name of -Saadet-qhan’s father;) and after ha¬ 
ving religioufly vifited the place, and pronounced a fliort prayer, he retui ned 
to his camp, which had been pitched at Bakyr-poOr. 1 hither he was follow¬ 
ed by every one of the Crown-officers, by the heads of office, by all the Man- 


Overbearingfce- f^adars, and Zemindars,and EJjaghirdars, anu by all the men of iMiin&ion in 

baviour of Ab81* 7 # 

uuiiiSf-iitan's. the ciry> who made k a poin£ to figure aqiongft the foremeft of thofe that 

prdented him their Mazurs and refpe&s. But as he was exceedingly proud, 
and affirming, he barely received their homages, without paying any more 
attention to the bigheft, than he did to the lowed, of them ; a diidamful be¬ 
haviour that made every one of the vifitors return home very much diffatisfi- 
cd with the fuccefs of this vifit; nor did he ule the Governor General lefs ca¬ 
valierly. There were then at Aziinadad Come war-elephants perfectly well 
trained/ which tire Governor General had left there as a relource againft the 
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[arhattas; but AbSl-manfSr-qhan no fooner heard of them, than he fent 
for my honored father, and defircd his making thofc animals over to him on 
what price he chofe to fix upon them. Hedaiet-aaly-qhan anfwered in rhefe 
ve W words: k * My lord, neither my mailer is a merchant, nor is your for* 
“ japt his Ihoph^eper. You area mighty lord and commander, and fo is*my 
“ | i° r & an d commander: moreover there intervenes between you and him fo 


<c .nocl^i{it.ercourfe and union,, that it would be injurious to think that two 
“ fuch illuflrious perfonages can become firangers to each other: of courfe 
“ whatever belongs to him, belongs alfoto his friend: your excellency there«i 
“ fore may take whatever you pleafe; but I, as his fervant, cannot give any 
“ thing, without an exprefs order from him.” To this fpeech no regard 
was paid; and AbSl-manfSr-qhan having call the eye of covetoufnefs upon 
fo lmall an objedt, as three or four elephants and three or four pieces of can¬ 
non, fent for them by his own- people, and kept them in his camp. Such 
proceedings having been reported at MSrlhSdabad, difpleafed Aali-verdi- 
qhan fo much, that he wrote,.him a letter in a proper Ryle, where he defi- 
red him to forbear coming to M 3 rlh 8 dabad, as it would be better for himto re- 
turn to his own government. He alfo fent up a petition to the Emperor purport- 
“ ing, that he did not Hand in need of fuch alfifters, as by God’s blelfing, 

“ and under his Majedy’s aufpices, his fervant would fhew what he could per- 
“ form; and that as no cordiality could evertake place between fuch a fuccourer 
% “ and himfelf, his faithful fubjedt, he hoped that AbSl-manfSr-qhan would 
“ be ordered back to his own government/ 4 Tire Emperor informed of the 
matter, wrote to AbSl-manfSr-qhan, commanding his returning to his pod; 
and in giving the letter to that general's agent, lie intimated hispleafure that 
his mailer Ihould depart immediately on the receipt of it. But before this or¬ 


der could arrive from the capital, AbSl-manfSr-qhan was already inform¬ 
ed of it’s contents, as well as of the effect which Aali-verdi-qhin's repre¬ 
sentation had made on the Emperor’s mind : He had likewife received in- 
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telligence by the fame channel that Baladjirao, was by the Emperor’s own 
command putting himfelf in motion, and that he would foon be exported at 
Azim-abad in his march to Bengal, where he was dircrtec! to fuccour Aaji- 
verdi-qhan. Now as there iubfided much enmity between that general and 
Baladjirao on account of the bloody defeat given to Baladjirao s' father by £ aa- 
det-qhan, and of the many Marhatra commanders which had fallen in the vic¬ 
tor’s hands, and were ftill kept confined by his Son:in-law AbSl-fiiaBTOr- 
qhan; the latter whofufperted every one of Baladjiriios motions, thought it 
■-V-cft to be arrived betimes at ASd, liis own capital- Quitting therefore Azitn- 
abad without lofs of time, he advanced to Monir, where he eroded the Ganga 
on a bridge of boats, which he threw on that river ; from whence he by long 
marches proceeded to his own country; and it was from Monir he difmifled 
the Deputy governor, who out of refpert had accompanied him f’o far. 

Thi s vifit of his to Ab 81 -manf 3 r-qhan, although dirtated by neceflity, was 

The #uthor r i . . * . 

,,father b mifre- reprefented by envy and detraction in a very bad light: it was varnifhed like 
wile with an imputation of fuch fmifter purpofes,": * had never fo much as en¬ 
tered into that worthy nun’s mind; and as pn the other hand both Aali-verdi- 
qban, and his Nephew had already fufpicions againft M8rid-qhan’s journey 
and errand; and they were much difpleafed at fome vile actions and fomc ve¬ 
ry improper behaviour of AbSl-roanfSr-qhan’s; the accufations againft the 
Deputy funk the deeper in their minds as being feemingly founded on farts 
uncontroverted. Both therefore were incenfed againft him • and. the young 
governor-general more than any other ; but this however he kept conceal¬ 
ed in his mind, referving it for a proper opportunity, which he hoped 
. would arife whenever his uncle fhould have defeated and expelled the Marhat* 
tas : at which time he would be freed from the neceflity pf foreign afliftance. 
ilowcvei notwuhdanding to much diflimulation he at once fubfiituted Ray- 
Chmtamun-dafs lus Divan, to Hedaiet-aali-qhan in the office of Naib or De- 
-uty governor ot Azim-abad; but litis minifter falling fick after his arrival at 

that 






M U T A Q, H E R I f?. 

it 

at city, where be died after afhort illnefr, the city remained for fonve tiwe 
without ruler or a man in power. It was at this critical moment that news came 
of Baladjitao’s.approach with no lefs than forty of fifty thoufand horfe. And 
whht added to the terror of the inhabitants was, that by this time it became 
known that all. trWg his paffage he had exadled contributions ; and that whoever 
• hdd payed with a goodgrace, had'had his perfon, lands, and countiy, fpared; but 
that whoever had pretended to Hand upon his defence, had net failed of h aving 
his perfon plundered, bis country ruined, and his tenants, put to the fword. (21) 
fuel! was the fate which bailed a nobleman called Ahmed-qhan, who was 
grand fonto Dd 8 d-qhan Coreiflby, and held in fief the two diftri&s of Incha 
and Gow in the province of Azim-abad, where he lived in DaSd-nugur 3 
town which had been founded and peopled by his grand farther. This man 
thinking that the Marhatta general, intent on going to Aali-verdi-qhan’s af- 
fiftance, would not lofe any time in forming fieges, took flicker in Gh 68 ff-gur 
a fort which he had built and fortified himfelf, clofe to DaSd-nugur, and 
where he retired with his farjwly, troops and all the merchants and moneyed- 
men of the country, rpfolve.l to flan l upon his defence, and to pay no contri¬ 
bution. Baladjiriio informed of this, fent troops to chaftile the man, and to 
deftroy his fort. The troops®advancing firft agiinft DaSd-nugur, facked and 
burned it to the ground ; and then made ufe of the bricks and other materials 
to fill up the ditch of the Fort of GhoSs-gur, which was clofe to it, and which 
they befieged immediately. This fight having put an end to Ahmed-qhan’s 
pride, and alfo to his prefence of mind, he made his efcape through pne of the 
gates; and now convinced of his impotence, he availed himfelf of the media¬ 
tion offome merchants within the hort, to make his peace with the Marhattas, 
t and to ranfom his life for fifty thoufand rupees.- 

Such violences and extortions foon came to the ears of the citizens of Azim- 
abad, who became diftrafted with fears and apprehenfions: they afiembled in 
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ofcourfe that a revolution was at hand, as in fait it foon took .place. 
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great numbers about my honoured father’s 'houfe, and the principal of.' 

them reprefented “ that he was the only man of weight and authority iii 

the city; and of courfe the only one that could exert himfelf fo efi, 

fedtually, as to provide for the honour and fafety of thofe multitude,? ,of 

honed folks that lived within thofe walls.” For all axifet Hedaieo- 
, • ' " " i \ „ 

aali-qhan, who had already fent his family on the other fide of, the. 

Ganga (22), advifed them all to fecure their properties and families in the, 
fame manner j after which he promifed to Hand by them at all events. This • 
advice having been complyed with, that noblemen waited anxioudy with all the . 
inhabitants in expectation of what might come to be their fate; In this general. 
confternation heaven feemed to have fufeited a Saviour for them. There hap¬ 
pened to be in thofe very days at Azimabad, a very, extraordinary man (to whom 
may God have granted letter's of naturalifatioh in the kingdom ofParadife! ) 
this man was Seyd-aalim-ollah, Tebateba, Grand-father of me, the mod, 
inconfiderable of mankind, who chanced to arrive in that city at a- time when 
nothing was to be heard of or feen, but uproar and_con(lernation. In vain did 
his Son, our honoured Hedaiet-aali-qhan, fupplicatc nis highnefs to crofs the 
Ganga with the others, and to take his abode ch the other fiidc; the venerable 
nobleman refuted to liften to fuch an advice, both becaufe it was derogatory 
tohis perfonal dignity, and becaufe it would betray alack of confidence in the 
rdcmrfes of providence. But as in confequence ofiliis /kill in the interpreta¬ 
tion of the word of God, he feemed to be taught and inspired by God himfelf, 
fo as to have fome fore-knowledge of his ineffable ways; fo he was far from, ta, 
king fright, as others had done; and he inceffantly exhorted them to tarry in the 
city, as no harm would hefal any one of them. One day he mounted very, 
early his horfe, and againft his cuftom, he went alone, and lo far as to' take a 
circuit of the whole extent of the walls; and on his return, as if he had made 
f ome chicovery, or had received lbme infpiration from above he bid my father. 
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■ be of good cheer,exhorted him to encourage the inhabitants^tid fteadity-aiTur- 
ed them,that nooneamongft them wdulclfeel any thing oftllc fterm which was 
drawing near. Thanks,infinite thanks be to God ,that the event happened pre- 

► " •» , \ t; r •> ( 

cifely as it had been fore told! fueh was that admirable perfonage; and were we 

... .. .* 4 1 c, • f t 

to mention etc. y thing we know of the dignity of li is behaviour,and of the wif- 
tibtn of his words, that mention would foonfwell into a complete volume. But 
asthehumbleftandmoftinconfiderable of tnankind,has ventured to write*piece 
of verfes under the title of the Priejl’s hum anlty, in which I am endeavouring to 
give a feeble and very unad equate idea Of his extraordinary character, and of a 
few of his very Angular fayings .and aftions, I flatter myfelf that the curious fliail 
condefcend to recur to that frnall performance : at prefent our bufinefs is to 
mention the Angular manner in which an attentive providence has vouchlafed 
to interpofe a finger in this unexpected event. It happened by the emanation 
of divine mercy, and the merits of his Majefty the prince of meflengers, as 
well asthofe of his pure and immaculate offspring, that a. gentleman, named 
Govind-dp-naic, who was^ difeant relation of Baladjirao’s, chanced then 
to be occupied in mpeomtile matters, and m the banking bufinefs at Banarefs, 

from whence he had extended his concerns to Azimabad and to the country 

•* ^ ■, . ' . • 

adjoining; in both which capacities he had chanced to be ieveral times employ¬ 
ed by my honoured father in his times of power and profpenry. In this man¬ 
ner he had made noinconfiderable gains, and had obtained a variety of benefit* 
that had produced an honourable well-being for him. This man who had never 
forgot the many favours he had received, and was thoroughly fcnfible of the 
truth of that adage, that benefit is not to be requited but by benefit; refolved to avail 
himfelfof his relationfhip, in order to procure fome advantage to his ancient be¬ 
nefactor. Full of this idea, lie made hafte to quit Banarefs, and to repair to 
Baladjiraoscamp,where he expofed to that generalifllmo his kinfinan,how much. 
4 ie had been benefited by Hedaiet-aali-qhan\s patronage, and how much it wai 
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makefome return. He ended his requell by fupplicating the generalilfimo “to 
ie life that nobleman in fuch a manner, as that the load of gratitude that relied 
* £ fo heavily on his kinfman’s Ihoulder, might become lighter at leall, if not 
tc tyken away altogether. “ The requeft plcafed the generalilffr j . hepraifed 
the motives of his kinfman’s eagernefs; and he wrote . immediately to Hedaiet- 


aali-qhan a letter full of kindnefs and encomiums, in which lie exhorted him to 


ftay fearlelly in the city, and to tranquilife the minds of the inhabitants, as for 
his fake, he was refolved to offer no injury toany one of them. Not content 
with that, he accompanied his letter with feveral articles of the richeft and mod 
curious manufactures of Decan; and thanks be to God, he. proved as good 
as his word ; for it pleafed his divine mercy out of regard to the merits of my 
pure-minded and immaculate bodied, anceltors, to keep at a diftance that 
hurricane of evils which was going to break upon the city of Azimabad. 


The city of 4 


Thanks be to the divine mercy, and to the merits of his meffenger, that the ve¬ 
nerable perfonage we have been mentioning with lo much refpedt; having in 


Jtzimabad ref¬ 
illed from im¬ 
pending devaita 
turn and plun- 
dsif. 


his many peregrinations chanced to make a long fojoiiin at Azimabad, every 
tongue became bufy in publishing adequate encomiums on the purity of his 
morals, and the benignity of his behaviour and. deportment. Nor can it he 
denied but that it is to the merits of that venerable perfonnagc,/and to the opi¬ 
nion entertained by all ranks ofthe benefits derived from his prefence, that the 
world muft aferibethat conftant regard and attention every where Ihewn to me 
themoft inconfiderable of mankind, but his grand fon, and to every one ol his 
relations and defeendants. It is to the influence, of thofe merits of his, that I 
aferibe the many fignal deliveries and providential cfcapcs through which I 

have been more than once refeued from the moll imminent dangers- 

“ It is before his death that the worthy man’s merits muft be know?, and placed to hi* 
account; 

“ For none deferyes to be deemed fuch, but he that carries fuch a character to the very 
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After a digreffi.011 which the reader (hall fet to the account of the impor¬ 
tance of the perfonnage, and die fingularity of the event, we fliall return 
to the thread of our hiftorjr. Baladjirao fenfible that an army of Marhattas 
would never remain under controul at the fight of plunder, and anxious to 

approve as good as his word, quitted Dii 8 d-p 8 r; and ftriking to the 

*' . 4 ' 

right; he continued his route by Ticarry and Gaya, behind Azimabad, and’ 
at fome diftance from that city, through ManpSr and Bahar, from whence 
he came again into the high road by Mongher and Baghalp 8 r: two popu¬ 
lous towns, the territory and inhabitants of which fuffered exceedingly from 
the pafiage of his troops. Numbers had fled to die other fide of the Gangu; 
but a lady of diftindtion, relhft of GhoSfs-qhan (a general of great character 
whom we have feen flain at the battle of Gheriah) being unable for want 
of means to crofs the river with her numerous family; and having- it not in 
her power to provide otherwife for her fafety; refolved to Hand her ground 
and to defend her honor to the very laft drop of her blood. This Heroine 
called her*relations and dependants together, exhorted them to perifli rather 
than to behold theiromen defiled or even attempted; and'finding them 
willing, fhc fhut-up the doors, of her houfes, barricaded her quarter, and arm¬ 
ing her dependants with a finall number of rally mufquets then at hand, 
flic prepared to defend hcrfelf againft that mighty hoft of foes. All the in¬ 
habitants had fled, or had fubmitted to defilement, and fack, and plunder; 
and it was only from that clufter of ruinous dwellings, that fome oppofition 
was exhibited, and a report of fame firing was heard. The plunderers fur- 
prifed at fo Unexpected an appearance, furrounded the refractory quarter, 
and were indoubt whether they (hould force itor not; for the firing went on, and 
fome of their men were falling. But mean while intelligence of this ftrange event 
having reached the ears of the Marhatta general, it excited a fenfc of ad¬ 
miration mixed with curiofity. Upon enquiry about that ftrange event, he was 
informed, “ that the widow of a renowned general, being through poverty una- 

“ able. 
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.“ ■ble to provide herfelf with lodgings and fubfiftence on the -other fide of the 
*« water, had rcfolved to bury herfelf under the ruins cf her houfe, rather, than 
“ to fuffer any defilement: that Hie had barricaded her quarter, and with a 
« handful of dependants, whom her refolutkm had roufed, foe was defending 
“ it fo well, that the plunderers, little accuftomcd to find fo t*v Ji refiftance, 
“ had not dared to attempt it, and were only looking at it from afar. ” The 
intelligence plcafed Baladjirao : he was aftonifhed to find fo much darmgnefs in 
a woman; and not content with praifing her refolution, he fent her a kind mef- 
iage, which he accompanied with-a prefent of feme curious fluffs of Decan, 
ana fome curious brocades; and to put her houfe and quarter out of all dan¬ 
ger, he feat a detachment of his body-guards to take charge of it, with orders 
not to ftir from thence, until tire whole army Ihould be gone and far off. Ho 
added, that they would artfwer to him for ar.y infult lhe might fuffer. After 
giving this order he continued his route by the hilly country ; and the guards 
having ftridly executed their orders, took a refpeftful leave of the heroine, and 
rejoined their main. , The Marhatta general continued his route through hills 
and woods, and after fome days march, he emerged in the plains of the Bir bo- 
horn, which is a traft in the neighbourhood of MSrfhSdfbad. 

KiiAGo-Pji-BHossLAH was on his fide approaching that city. That 
prince incited by Bha-fukur his general, had fet-upanother army, with which 
he had again invaded Bengal, near the capital nf which he wasnow encamped, 
whilil: Baladjirao was on rhe other fide; fo that the unhappy country was in prey 
to two armies of free-hooters at one and the fame time, and feemed to be co¬ 
vered by an innundation. Baladjirao being yet encamped below BaglulpSr, 
Aali-vetdi-qhan gave him the meeting there at the head of a numerous army,; 
and on hearing that the generaliffmo was juft landed in his quarter, he went to 
make him a vific. It was on the bank of the Ganga. As foonashe was de- 
feribed,the Marhatta general advanced to meet him, and having embraced 
him according to the Hindoftan e cuftom, he brought him by the hand to his 
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(cnt where he made him fit dole to himfelf on the fame mufnud; fo that thole 
mighty perfonaget gave an image of the conjunction ot thofe two celeftial bo- 
dies, Mars and Jupiter. After the ufual Compliments, and the cuftomary cere* 
monies d'd prefents, they parted; and Aali-verdi-qhan returned to hii 
camp. This ambiguous vifit was returned the next day ; and the Vice* 
$dy of Bengal having advanced a great way to meet his gueft, brought 
him to his tent of audience, where he made him fit on the fame Mufnud 
with himfelf; and Paan (Beetle,) and ciTcnce of rofes having been ferv* 
ed, a number of trays were brought in, which contained a variety of the mod 
curious and coflly fluffs; and to thefe were joined a number of plates of 
gold, ftrewed with a variety of jewels and gems; after which came a chap* 
let of pearl and a lofty elephant. Some words were likewile exchanged a* 
tout the neccfiity of quieting the country, and oppofing Rhago-dji; after 
which Baladjiiao took his leave and returned to his camp. The next morn¬ 
ing the Viceroy fent a meffage about the propriety of driving Rhago-dji out 
of Bengal. The othe* anfwered the propofal, by bringing forward the chout, 
or annua! tributcnvhich was thefe many years due by the province of Azim- 
abad; and he added fome complaints about its not being paid this long while. 
It was Muftepha-qhan, and the Viceroy of Bahar, who were entrufled with 
the meffage and anfwer; and as neceffity knows no laws, the total of the 
, outftanding debt was cad up; and although it amounted to a mighty fum, 
payment was promifed. The Viceroy took from thence ocoafion to propofe 
that the two armies fhould march jointly, againft: Rhago-dji; and at the fame 
time he beat the general, as if intending to march diredly. But this was forbid¬ 
den by the generaliffuno, who fent a perfon of confequence to carry the mef¬ 
fage ; and as ic became expedient to comply with the injunflion, the Viceroy 
in a few days paid down the whole of the outftanding debt, and took occafion 
to renew his requeft of marching againft what he called the common enemy; 
that is, againft Rhago-dji. This Marlutta Prince who now lay encamped 
• between 
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between CitMTA and Bardevttrtj was foon apprifed of this union of concern*-*, 
true or apparent; and thinking himfclf an undermatch for fuch powerful ad* 

verfarieSj by one of which-his troops had bcemib-oftep conquered, he thought 

* • £ v ' 

St expedient to- march oif, taking lus route by the weftern traits ■■ t Bengal*. 

The Viceroy informed of this retw.it, eroded the Bagraty, and purfued vigo- 
roufly. But after one .or two days march, he received a melCige from.Mai- 
jiriio, which refueled, “Jhlis not parting, with him, as he conceived that the 
« Bengal army would not be able to.overtake the enemy: ” he added ,. ii that 
« if-he perilled, he would be obliged to take another road, ia.which cafe he: 
« reckoned that in a few days be would foon overtake, the flying enemy, and. 
“ give a good account of him. And really he marched.off the next day, and 
having foon overtaken Rhago-dji, he gave him a defeat, and forced him to. 
quit the plains, and to retire through the chains of weftern hills, from whence 
the latter expeiled to reach his own frontiers by following certain vallies: this re¬ 
treat h? effedbed, but it was at the cxpence of the greateft part of his baggage,,, 
which he left by the way. This flight of the mail-’-*-aving ftruck a paniclc- 
in .his Lieutenant Bha-flikur, who was encamped ..c iViiuiVpSr, he raffed hi*:, 
camp immediately, and took to the mountains that border on 8refla, flying; 
all the while in the utmoft diforder and confternatiori. His diftrefs afforded 
Baladjirao a full opportunity toretireon his fide. This generaliflimo under pre¬ 
tence of executing the Imperial order, and fuccouring the Viceroy, had in re¬ 
ality put him under contribution as well as his whole country; and having 
now received the arrears which he pretended, and carried fome other points, 
he retired to his dominions in Decan: and his camp and equipage were already 
far off, when his Vekil or agent, who had tarried behind to put the finiihing 
hand to fome affairs that had. been entrufted to his care and to .Muftepha- 
qhan, prefumed fo far onthe prevalence oftheMarhatta power, and the feeble- 
nefs of the Empire, as to make ufe of improper expreffions, and to talk in a 
high ftrain. This being more than could be borae by that General, who 
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wz s naturally bidden and haughty, he threatened the agent with getting 

feis clothes torn to Anvers upon his back; and this order having been putin 

cj6eo '.ion inttamly, the agent retired covered with (frame and difgrace, but 
. * % 

with .1 q-'ick rdentment at the ir.fult that had been offered to his perfon and 
‘ character: he talked of breaking the conferences and returning to his mailer; 
but asfucha fteo would have produced very heavy confequences, the Vice- 
r y fent for him, excufed his General’s improper behaviour on the natural 
luftinefs of temper incident to a rough foldier, foothed his mind, and then 
made him a prefent of a rich Qhylaat, to which was added, a horfe, and fome 
other articles that charmed his refinement: By this time Baladjiriio was alrea¬ 
dy at fome day’s journey; and the agent having been difmiffed with high de- 
monftrations of regard and honor, made hade to rejoin his matter. When he 
was gone, the Viceroy fent for Muftepha-qhan and with a deal of ferioufnefs 
he informed him that his proceeding might have had very grave confequences, 
and was of a nature to excite Baladjinio’s rdentment. « Pray, My Lord,’' 
anfwered the Geneqjf;' u is it fo 5 then in fuch a cafe your highnefs, who 
“ is my lord ajid matter, Might have taken Rhago to talk, and left the o- 
“ ther to me; or clfe, your highnefs may give a banging to Baladjiiao,. 
“ and turn Rhago to me for a hearty flogging.” All theie events 
happened about the end of Maharrem and the beginning of Sefer, in the year 
1155 of the Hedjra. And now Raladjirao being gone, and there being no 
probability of Rliago-dj'is recovering fo loca from his lofsof men and money, 
the Viceroy fatisfied with the fuccefs of the campaign, returned to his capital; 
f orn whence he foon diUniffed hisyoungett nephew, who- was Viceroy of the 
Bahar; and that Nobleman departed in a few days. 

This interval of peace was followed by fome Court intrigues at MS:fli8d- 
badand by fome commotions at Djehan-ghir-nagurDaca. A financier of emi¬ 
nence, called Goc8l-chund, who was a fervantof HoflT.i i-cSiy-qhan’s, bywhofi* 
influence with Ncvazifli-nuhuied-qhau he had been promoted to the efi ce 

of 
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of collector‘General, and comriaiflary of the province of Daca,quitted his rc- 
fidence at once, and came to MSrfliSdabad, with the defign of accufing bis be¬ 
nefactor and old mailer, who under the modeft tide of Deputy to that Pdi.cc,' 

•f'' • 

governed abfolutely that Province. An accufation of that importance by a 
man who of all neceffity mufthave been poffetfed of the neceffiary proofs, did 
a great deal of harm to that Nobleman; he was feverely reprimanded, loft hi* 
office, and fell in cifgrace : So tl at his r.pf cir/<mw was beftowed on 
Yaffinqban, Fodjdaf of die police in that city, which c ilice devolved on Mir- 
Galcnder. Hoffiein-cSly-qhan finding himfelf without office, returned to M 3 r- 
ffiSd-abad, where he gave aclofe application to all the arts by which he might 
retrieve his character and his fortune. At laft, by means of a fine perfon and 
alarge fum of money properly placed, he insinuated himfelf fo deeply in Gahaft 

V < tk " 

fity-Bibi’s (22) favor, that he loon recovered his former credit. The Princcft 

took upon hcrfelf to get him reinftated; and fhc concerned herfelf fo effcdtual- 

ly with both her father and her hufhand, that the handfome Nobleman's tnifde- 

rpeanors were forgiven, his office was rfcftituted, he wa., taken into favor again, 

and lie received the invefliture of his former employment h a Qhylaat that 

* 

dazzled the eyes. Hoffein-c 81 y-qhan finding himfelf vigoroufly fupported, 
returned to his former ftation, flronger than ever; and he fet Yaffin-qhan afioat; 
but as the latter was known for abilities, he was invited over by Ata-ollah-qhan 
Fodjdar of BaghalpSr, who gave him fervice. Goc 81 -chund was not fo lucky: 
as f .as his old maftcr was firmly eftablilhed in his office, he took that perfi¬ 
dious fervant to talk, put him underthe lafh of the auditing office, and made 
liie of fo much chicanery in auditing his accounts, that the man was undone, 

(22) This GahalTm Bibi was eldeft daughter to A alt* verdi-qhan,andconfort to hiscldcft nephewNpvaztlh mak 
tn<d cjhkri, which laft \va* known for an importe&t roan, vthv iuxidied i.ircfclf to fcirinirejoys ;fo that hi Cotf* 
<o! t was always ready to liften favourably to the petitions of any well looking man, that offered Tome confoln- 
t:on. Bui ftie went much farther 5 rod it is well known to all M8tfhSdrb«ad, that five ufed to ferd invitations art* 
•Ifo fate Hites: and that a flout handfome man was not always fafe in the flreets • and our author who is ver/ 
fckoder of AaU verdi-<lWi family, which v/as hu own, ftiali by and by fay frimthin* to that full amount. 
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and totally ruined, he loft every thing with his office; and the latter was given 


to Radja Bolba. Hoflein-c 8 Iy-qhan having by this aft of authority informed 
*->e "ubl/e of the whole extent of his influence, appointed his own nephew, Haf- 
fen-eddi t-qhan for his deputy : and then returned to M 8 rfh 8 dabad tokeepclole 
to his protedrefs. His credit henceforward knew no bounds; and his influence 
feemed of a nature tolafi. for ever; when at laft the wind drifted; foitune turned 
her back upon him; he fell head-long from dre fummit of power,and was mur¬ 
dered by Seradj-ed-do81ah’s order and in his very prefence: a cruelty for which 
the latter was punilhed in kind, as the murdered man’s blood, like that of Sia- 
V0 Jh of old, produced an infinity of troubles, that ended only by the ruin of 
Bengal, and the diflblotion of Aali-verdi-qhan’s family and fovereignty. 

W a have mentioned that Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the governor-general of Ba- 
har,had been difinifled to his Ration by his grand father. Asfoon Uo he arrived on 
die frontiers of bis government, he thought propertoftrike to the left, and to tarry 
fomedays in the diftrifl of Zieary. The real reafon of Inch a proceeding, was the 
diflatisfa&ion he had concieved at the conduit of Hedaiet-aaly-qhan, my illuftri- 
ous father; and the pieiw^i hpalledged, was tie propriety of examining by himfclf 
thofe countries, in which rtiy father bore an unbounded fvvay. He was governor 
of all that extenfive trait of ground,which ftretebesas far asChota-nagpSr ( 23 ^; 
and he commanded alfo over Serefs and Cotumbah, two dift rifts that had been ta- 
fed out to our family from a great number of years ; fo that ail the Zemincuts 
and great fend-holders of thofe countries, were all attached to his perfon, as hav¬ 
ing been often befriended and affifted by his influence, and as being fenfible of 
certain connections of long-flanding, which he had with the mod povetful a- 
mongft them, but efpecialiy with Tadja Sunder-fing, who had a pevfonal at¬ 
tachment to him. It becapio therefore neceflary to wean fuch powerful per- 
fons from their affections to him, and to attach them to his own perfon a nd go 

(, A KSte-pSr called the Mm diftingulih it from th» Niig^r,Capitalof th■ *******n-Mei the «*» 
eftiw family of Bhoftto, tiw meft powerful of tlw MaihitU fjmlitones. The former :sa imu.ipi mcip.v >>n 
th« weftern out fltirti of Usngal; Os totter is* five hundred Codes feutheAe* Calcutta. 
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vernment: but he had alfo mother motive; he wanted to put the finances of 
all thofe countries under the management of a minifter he had brought with 
them for that very purpofe; and this was Radja Kyret-chund, whole Ether 
Aalem-chundhad been Divan ot* Minifter to the late Viceroy, Shudten-qhacu 
All thefe views might have been fummedup into one, namely, that of getting 
ridof my father's influence in thofe diftant countries,fuch adefign could not re* 
main concealed from my father, who immediately wrote to the Governor to 
requeft leave to repair to his court, that he might enjoy the happmefs of ftatv 
ding amongft thofe that waited upon hisperfon: lie was anfwered by a requel 
of not putting himfelf to fo. much unnecelfary trouble, as the Gover¬ 
nor would foon be at Azimabad, where he would always be glad of 
his company. Hedaiet-aly-qhan, on this anfwer, perceiving that ill office* 
had been done him, thought proper to 1 remain in town : When or* a 
fudden a repoit fpread that the Marhattas were corning to Azimabad again, 
and the report was foon confirmed. The Governor who had loft moft of his 
troops in the campaigns of 8re$sa and Bengal, and who found himfelf now on¬ 
ly at the head of a handful of men, did not think hiuuclf in Tafcty in thofe 
parts, and he marched away immediately; fo that the next day he was already 
in the neighbourhood of his Capital. On this intelligence Hedaiet-aaly-qhan 
mounted, and with fuch a retinue as ufually attended his perfon, he went out 
to meet him. The Governor was then at a fpot called MctipSr’s refervoir ; he 
was on horfeback; and hearing of his being fo near, he flopped and fent 
his minifter forward to bring up his noble gueft with more honor. Hedaiet- 
aaly-qhan on difeovering tfie governor, alighted, and having embraced him 
juft as he was on horfeback,he continued walking on foot with the mini ter. The 
Governor, on recolledfting the two tetters that had puffed between them, felc 
feme embarraffement, but yet recovering himfelf at once, he (looped very 
low from his horfe,and embraced him in that pofture. Hcdaiet aali-qhan hav¬ 
ing tarryed fomemoments,to embrace his younger brother Mehdvneflar-qhah, 
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ho was pay-rnafler general, and fjfo to fee fomc other Noblemen his 
acquaintances, mounted again ; and mingling with the governor’s retinue, he 
. entered the City with the croud, accompanied him to his palace with the croud, 
and went-on in to his own lodgings with the croud. A few Days after, 
explanations took place, mutual complaints were exhibited, excules made, 
conceflions preferred; and at lafh the governor, who expected to draw many fer- 
vices from him hereafter,but who wihed his refigning of himfelf the many offi¬ 
ces he was invented with,one day took occafion to obferve to him “ that his.fab* 
lime highnefs, (meaning Aali-verdi-qhan), had conceived fome fufpicion* 
againfl his perfon, which amounted to fo many orders to himfelf, his nephew : 
that it was therefore incumbent upon him to comply with the Viceroy’s 
pleafure, andtofurrender his offices for a time, in order to repair to M3r- 
IhSbadad, where he doubted not but be would foon find means to footh his re¬ 
sentment, and time to recover his good graces; “ he added” that he reckoned 
that hitnlelf would foon have it in his power to wipe of the (lain which 
malevolence had put upon his friend’s character, in which cafe a reflitution of 
liis offices would couril follow. Such a fpeech although couched in guar¬ 
ded terms, had nothing but very alarming tor Hedaiet-aaly-'qhan; and'that no¬ 
bleman having now conceived fears for his chara&er and for his honor, declin¬ 
ed complying with die requefc; and being naturally haughty and obftinate,he 
remained immoveable. The governor confounded at his obthnacy, and at a 
lofs how to manage with fuch a man, came to my mother’s lodgings; and after 
many excufes for the liberty he had taken, and many protections of his 
fincerity, he repeated the purport of what he had already fiud to her 
Jhufband; and he protefted diat in fpeaking to him, as he had done, he 
had only complyed with the Viceroy’s pofitive injunctions. A few days af- 
er this vifit,which produced nothing,Hedaiet-aalr-qhan, who had refufed to rc- 
fign,thought proper to quit the fervice ; and he obtained leave to repair to the 
Imperial Court. Hefpent a few Days only in putting his affairs in order; and 
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being now prepared for bis Journey, hffpyed a fortunate hour, which happen¬ 
ed to be the fifteenth of Redjeb 1156, and having aflembled his troops, 
with all thofe that would follow his fortunes, he beat the general; and contrary 
to every rule of decency and fubordination, contrary to that refpeft which every 
mailer and Lord has a right to expedl from thole in his fervice, he traverfed the 
■whole length of the City, with drums beating, and colours flying: after which hr- 
went to encamp at the reservoir and fear of Ray-bale-kilhen, agent to the Vice¬ 
roy of Bengal. There he was joined by his younger brother Mehdi-neflar-qhan, 
Pay-mafter-gencral of the forces: a nobleman for whom the governor had the 
highelt regard, and whom he conceived to be not only one of his fincereft friends, 
but alfo an officer of the highelt merit, whofe valour and franknels had me¬ 
rited the elleem and apptaufc of the public. But the officer unmindful of the 
many ties that bound him to the governor, and of the many benefits which 
lie might expefl from that intimacy, refigned his office; and unable to ftipport 
his brother’s dilgrace, he rcfolved to lhare his ill fortune. In vain did 
the governor refufe to accept his relignation; in vain did he reprefent to him, 
the confequences of his divefling himfelf of all '■niployn.'.'^t: In vain did he 
fiicak and intreat, and fent others to fpeak and intreat in his name; the of¬ 
ficer continued refolved to follow his brother. At lafl. the governor went to his 
lodgings, and faid that he came to bring him away by force to his palace: 
all that availed nothing. The officer quitted the city, and joined his brother. 
And although there was a report that the Zemindars of BodjpSr, bad 
men to a proverb, through whofe lands he was to pafs, had drefled an ambuf- 
cade, with intention to furprife and (trip him, he took that very road, 
and let them at defiance ; but after having efcorted his brother fo far, 
he returned to the city, and took-up his refidence in his own houfe, like a pri- 
vate man. Hedaiet-aali-qhan having fet out in the heigth of the rains, and 
purfued his journey through a miry country, arrived with much labour at Faiz- 
abad, the refidence of AbSl-manSr-qhan; and the next day he went to pay 
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his refpett to that Viceroy. The latter who kr^w how far he had contributed 
toTthat nobleman’s difgrace, thought it incumbent upon him to (how him a 
. high regard, and to compliment him with a large penfion: but the Nobleman 
who had other views, and who intended that very Day to co minue hi* 

, journey tarried only two or three hours more; and he departed fqr the 
Imperial Court, where he arrived after a troublefome journey, where 
we (hall leave him at prefent: referving the remaining part of his hiftory, a* 
well us that of Ab 81 -manfSr-qhan’s, for the fubfequent feftions of our 
narrative in which we Stall profeffedly treat of the reign of Mahmed-fhah.and 
Ahmed-fliah, as well as of the revolutions that took place in the Capital of the 
Empire. A.t prefent it appears proper to bring together under one point of 
view, and in a fingle volume, whatever we know of the revolutions of Bengal 
and Azimabad,as far down as the year 1194 of the Hedjra; and efpecially the 
fciftory of Aali-verdi-qhan, an illuftrbus houfe,wluch having rifen in thefe ve¬ 
ry provinces to the fummit of power, glory and riches, is now fallen and totally 
extimft. As foon as we (hall have accomplished this ta{k,which we have impo¬ 
sed on ourfelve' jWe fhal't&en with the afiiftance of the Omnipotent One, who 
is the rightful {uccourer,and the rightful beftower of favours, take up again in 
another fed ion that part of our hiftory of Hindoftan r wluch belongs more parti¬ 
cularly to. the reigns of Mahmed-fbah, of his fon Ahmed-flrah, and of his 
grand fon Aalem-ghir the fecond ; interfperfing our narrative with occafion- 
al particulars of thofe illuftiious or eminent men,who have figured on the the- 
atres of Shah-djehan-abad, Lahor, and Ilah-abad; and as to the events that 
have happened in Decan throughout all that period oftime,we ftialloccafion- _ 
ally mention juft fo much of them is as come to our certain knowledge, refer- 
ving it for our two laft volumes; and may God grant that we prove as good 

as our word! 

On the governor’s arrival at Azimabad, the rumour of the approach cf 
the Marbauas became ftronger; and as it produced a general coaftctnation, 
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bethought that the cn’y mejhod that f ' be dcvifed to quiet the mind* 
c{ all the Inhabitants, and to fecure. their perfons and properties, would be 
to raife a wall round the city. , There was already fuch a wall, but fonegi 
l.-fled an.l decayed; and with all, fo befct by houfes, that it could hardly be 
didu%uifh'ed from them. He therefore ordered that a deep ditch (hould be 
funk round, and that, the earth dug from itfbould be thrown behind and upon- 
the old wall, f> as both to rails and ftrengthen the fame. But as this was 
not to be done without ruining the houfes already built on the f .de of the old 
wall or dole to it, itdicl not fail to occafion much murmuringand tnuchdifcon- 
tem among the owners, who could not fee in that inconveniency and in the 
lofs they underwent as individuals, the fafety and well-fare which they ac¬ 
quired upon the whole: they could not forbear exhaling themfelves in fobs 
and complaints. But the utility of the undertaking was fo apparent, that 
no regard could be payed to their complaints; and in a little time the wall 
tiling gradually from the ground, afford'd an infurance of future fafety. In 
procefs of time, when ever the country came to be over run by Marhattas, 
(and it has been fo feveral times ;)not only vaft numbers of peot'e tiled to retire 
within the walls; and to find their fafety there: but even the numerous houfes and 
habitations which remained without, were effcdlually protected from plunder by 
the cannon of the Rampart; fo that thofe very people that had murmured fb 
openly, were the foremoft to acknowledge the propriety of what was done, 
and to load their governor with due praifes. This work being at laft finilhed, 
the governor commenced to live eafy in his palace; from whence to relax his 
mind, he ufed fometimes to come to our lodgings and to make a vifrt to the 
poor man’s mother, to whom he always made forne prefents. As he had 
received from his uncle the whole Pergunnah or diftrid of Tirroot inDjaghir 
to his own ft If, that is, in apirr je; and he was intent on bringing that coun¬ 
try into cultiv.uon, lie refolved to crofs the Ganga, nnd to fee it by himfelf, 
intending to &Jo. r oaie time ia the fame; and as he had a great attachment 
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•o Mchdi-neflfar-qhan, the poor man’sVjpcltf, an| he always exprcfled a con¬ 
cern at his rcfignatioa, he on the day of his departure, went to make him a 
vifit, and he infilled on his coming with him immediately. From thence 
lie proceeded on his journey, and took up his refidence in the d'iflridt of 
Benvar, which was inhabited by a race of antient Radjas, fettled this long 
f -ies of years in that country, which he now put under the direction of his 
friend Mehdy-nefldr-qhan, in hopes that it would by his means become tho¬ 
roughly peopled and cultivated. He likewife diftributed fome other parts of 
the country on the fame intent and with the fame injunction to his other 
friends; and this was done with lo much difeernment, that people foon per¬ 
ceived a difference in its population and revenues. As ’ he thought proper 
to make a long fojourn in that country, he fent for his contort Amna-begum, 
who was daughter to Aa!i-verdi-qhan,and for mod of the ladies and women of 
his Seraglio; and he wrote likewife to the poor man’s mother to re quell her 
attendance, as a great favor: adding mat if fhe had no money to pay her 
charges, Ihe might anply to his treasurer : Such being the attachment he 
bore to that worthy lady, and the high opinion he had conceived of her per- 
fonnal merit: elfe, fuch warmP attachment is feldom the refult of parentage 
or relationfiiip; nor is fo much refpeft and regard payed to ties of blood 
in fimilar cafes. As to the poor man himfelf and his younger brother Aali- 
naki-qhan Rahadyr, we were both in Sluh-djehan-abad, at that time with our 
illufli ious progeniter Sayd-hedaiet-aaly-qhan. 

But as we have more than once fpoke of Muflepba-qhan’s perfoi, and 
the boundlefs authority which he had acquired, it is needlefs we fliould en¬ 
large on the hercical valor that diftinguiflied his character, and the many im¬ 
portant Cervices he had rendered the State. Unfortunately for him, thefe very 
qualifications contributed to his ruin: they had raifed his credit to fuch a height 
in Aali-verdi-qhan’s mind, and his influence ail over the country had become 
fo very extenfive, that there was no man in the fervivj^who could go on a par 
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with him. The Viceroy’s g'aticutfa became boundlefs likewife : lie was loading 
him every day with imme.rfe prefents, and accumulating the higheft honors 
upon his head. At one tranche prefented him with twelve lacs of rupees; and he 
augmented Ins brigade to feven thoufand eiTedtua! troopers; and that of liis- 
uncle, who governed the Srefia, was augmented to five thoufand ; and as a far ¬ 
ther favor, his pod and Brigade palled to that governor’s fan, Abdol-refol-eV’A 
who on his lather’s demife, went in great pomp, and took pofleflion of his go¬ 
vernment. Mudepha-qhan himfelf, over and abov his brevet of five thou¬ 
fand, and his brigade of feven thoufand horfe, his fringed Paleky,, and his other 
honours and infignia, enjoyed fo-many emoluments befides, that he lived in 
great flat'' He had fifty elephants in his ftables ; and his influence in every af¬ 
fair of either government or revenue, as well as in all military matters, was fo 
great, that the very relations of Aali-verdi-qhan, when they had a point to carry,, 
ufed to apply to him for his intereft,at the very time it was filling the Court with 
jealoufy and decra&ion. Even Hadji-ahmed, elder brother to Aali-verdi- 
qhan, and father to three fans who had married the Viceroy’s three daughters, 
nr.d enjoyed the higheft honours and dignities of the flate, Hadji-ahmed 
took umbrage, at the general’s boundlefs influence: finding himfelf edipfed 
by his perfonal charadter, and overborn by lus weight, he rather than endure 
it any more, refolved to live deprived of his brother’s fociety, to exile him¬ 
felf from his home, and to leave a city to which he was accuftojned lo early 

as the times of Shudjah-qhan. He abandoned his Own habitation and w ent far 
off to live with his younger fan Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, governor of Azimabad. 
The fubiect of clifcontent proved to be the government of HSgly, which the 
I-Iadji wanted for himfelf, and which Aali-verdi qhan bellowed on the Hadji’s 
fecondfon, Sayd-aluned-qhan, who after the lofsofliis government of 8 refit, 
lived at Court like a private man, alinoft without income, as well as witnout 
office. Aali-verdi-qhan thought the Hadji, .his*, brother, fufficienily provided 
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for, by the Sair of MSifhBdabad*, thar is HU the duties, cufioms and 
receipts, different from the Land Tax. The old man unable to brook 

fuch a refufal, afked and obtained leave to g i for his health to Azimabad. 

©■ '' * 

It was about the year x i$j. 

Abou t the fame time, (the rainy feafon being already over), the Marhatta* 
made their appearance again. Bba- fukurwho had attached to himfelf Aly-carid, 
a famous general of the pecan, to whom he Inn! given the command, of fix or fe- 
ven thoufand horfe, now-thought of putting; his talents to a trial ; for he prefented 
himfelf on the confines of 8 refused Bengal athe head of twenty thouland horfe. 
His intention was to retrieve his character, either by giving a defeat to Aali- v-erdy- 
qhan, or by putting him under contribution. But the Viceroy, who tired with 
fuch a continual (late of warfare, and of fo many confecutive campaigns, felt 
himfelf finking, under a perpetual labour of body and mind, that had no end; 

• and who over and above that confederation, had alfo contrafted fume infir¬ 
mities, that weighed down and impeded his natural activity; had now refolvedon 
getting rid c; f .chan importune enemy by fonae Broke of policy. He therefore 
gave it out that he Wanted tty afford fome releale to his own body, and forne 
reft to his troops ; and at th$ fame time, he held frequent confukations with 
JMufteph'a-qhan about the manner of defying the invaders, and of entrapping 
the Marhatta general and his principal officers in fuch a manner, as that the 
whole of diem, oSjccrsand troops and all.fhould take a journey to the kingdoms 
of Nothingncfs. As Bha-fukur’s power and vigilance, as ivell as the want of 
energy in the Mufolmans of Bengal, rendered fuch a fcheme perilous, if not 
wholly imprfuft.ic.able ; and Muftepha-qhan on the other hand, declined the 
fervice, and feemed averfc from performing his part; the Viceroy excited his 
cupidity by pointing out honors and rich pi efents to his mmd : and he fired his 
ambition by promifiag him the government of the province of Azim-abad,, 
if he could bring within his net, both Bha fuktir and his principal comman¬ 
ders. Muftepba-qlian, who was a man ol defign and contrivance as well as of 
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prowcfs and execution, and wV/0 topple ad vantages joined the talent of fpeakng 
as well as he acted, could tie refill fo many temptations: iefolved to perform 
the fervice expected from him; he commenced a negotiation wi th Bha-fukur; and 
as if his matter tired of war, wanted only peace and tranquillity, he proffered 
his Services for bringing about an accommodat'd between the two parties. The 
fi. fl efied of thole proffers was, to render the Marhatta general lefs attentive, 
to war-mafrers, and more inclined to come to an inter vew, which was the 
very thing aimed at; and as Bha-fukor on thefe overtures had Ihewed a pacific 
difpofition, and had expreffed an inclination to meet Muftepha-qhan, the latter 
was fent to him together with Radja-Djanki-qhan, Divan to Aali-verdi-qlun, 
and of courfe a minitter of the higheft truft and credit with his matter, who im¬ 
parted to him alone his real fcheme .* and this was, to contri velome expedient by 
which Bha-fukur and his prrncipal commanders, under cover ofan interview, might 
be dilpatched to the defarts of non-cxiitence. The two envoys having learned 
their lelfon thoroughly, went to Catwa, where Bha-fukur was arrived lately: 
whiltt the Viceroy to give more probability to his propofal, quitted MSrfhSd- 
abad, and went to Mancara, at about one day's journey to the fouth, where 
lie encamped on the banks of the river Bagraty. The two negotiators, were 
then in conference with Bha-fukur; and they turned hitn fo many ways, faf- 
• cinated his uaderftanding fo effectually, and made ufe of fuch folemn promifes, 
which they fupported by the molt tacred oaths; that the Maihatta General 
was prevailed upon to make a vificto the Viceroy cf Bengal, as a ftep neceffary 
tohis fealing the mutual agreement which was to be concluded. But as he har¬ 
boured ftill fame doubts, and he wilhed to found the ford, he difpatched Aali- 
bha-caraol, in appearance to pay his refpedls to Aa!y-verdy-qhan,but in reali¬ 
ty to make his obfervatjons on what he would fee at court, and throughout the 
armv; and as he repofed the g-eatett confidence in that commander, he was re- 
folved to trutt to his report only, and then to make himfelf a vifitto the Viceroy 
in company with all his commanders. The two negotiators finding that the 
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tcheincthey had lay ed dowry, had taken cffed, csrrysd Aaly-bhawiththem,bnrc- 
turningtothcir matter. Muftepha-qhanin particular who was a proficient in that 
duplicity which feems eflential tothechara-flerof a>.(iAfghan, Ipoke by the way fo 
a lit ally, and he made fuch impreffion on the heart of Aaly-bha, as induced him 
|o exped the moil flattering reception. Thefefenciments were ieconded by Aa- 
hi verdi-qhan himfeif who in his fpeech and manners was at all times the moll 
’ winning of men; and he worked fo c. .dually upon that officer’s mind, by hi» 
gracious deportment, and his bewitching way of exprefling himfeif, that he 
made an entire conqueft of his heart. Rich prelects perfedioned what lweet 
words had commenced; and finding now that the man was perfuaded, he fent 
him back to his matter, in company with Mutlepha-qhan; and both thefe offi¬ 
cers fo effedually befet Bha-fukur, and fo ftrongly exhorted him to fhake off 
the fulpicionshe had harboured in his mind, that the man became a convert, 
as was already his envoy. Whillt the negotiation was going-on, and ingredi¬ 
ents were thro wing in the river todifguife the color of it’s water, Aali-verdi- 
qtun did not ceafe to cultivate the Marhatla’s good difpofition by plying 
him inceffmdy wich every thing curious, coflly, or delicious , either in fluffs or 
in fruits, whether of the growth of Bengal, or imported from abroad: 
and all that was done in fo conciliating and elegant a manner, that it entirely 
eradicated the averfion which the other had conceived againfl his perfon, and 
totally fubdued and rooted the miflrufl he had harboured in his mind. In one 
word theMarhatta’s mind was entirely changed: he became fond of Aali-verdi- 
qhan; an.l his heart was fo thoroughly conquered, that there is no doubt,but 
that he would have gone over to him and attached himfeif to his fcrvice, had 
he not beenalrealyat the head of fo much po ver; and had not his thoughts been 
totally engrofledby his expedition. Radja Djanki -ram, as beinghimfclfan HindS 
as well as the Marhatta, pafl'ed whole days in his company, and by that very 
reafon proved greatly inftrumemui in this affair. At lafl after many reciprocal 
oaths had been exchanged, it was agreed that Bha-fukur with all his general 
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©Gee© flioul'd make a vifit tp-ib? ViceiOy of Bengali, in the plain of Mancarah. 
The latter was then encan> ^cd at Amani-gundj, as was Bha-fukur at Caf.va,. 
which was ten ccfics farthlr; Mancarah having been agreed-t® by both 
parties, as being at a middle diftance from the two camps. So foon as the 1 day 
of interview became known, a magnificent tent of large dimenfions was pitch- 

i 

ed there in the open plain ; and a quantity of ground was enclofed by Canats,. 
or high walls of cloth, to form before k a yard of a vaftcompafs. On the morn¬ 
ing of the interview the Viceroy advanced with his whole army; and leaving ; 
his troops at a diftance, he went into the tent, and took his feat on the Mufnud 
that had been placed for him there. He had with him fome perfons of dif- 
tin&ion, and a few trufty officers, fuch as his own nephew Sayd ahmed-qhan, 
A'a- Hah- _fen> and Mh-caz mu h, n; an'd not a loul.befides Djaiiki ram, and 
Mcftepha-qhan, and Miiza-hekim-beg -qhan, knew any . thing of the fecret: 
fo that an inliaitycf perfons of difi-inclion from all ranks, had Cocked to the 
plain from the city, to lee die fpedlacle of fuch an interview, and by their 
peaceful looks were of very great refource for making the. deception. A mo - 
men after the two.negotiators, who where the managers of die interview, and 
who as pledges, had obliged themlel ves by the moft {acred oaths, went for¬ 
ward to bring the Mart.ana General; and mean while the commanders and 
principal officers of the Bengal army, all armed and mounted, took their poll 
behind the tent, but at a reafonable diftance; every one with his men ready at 
all points: fome others Lkewife, whether'as men ofdiilindiort, or as officers of 
charafter, took poll about the pillars of the cent, whilft many more flood be¬ 
hind the Viceroy, ready c execute any commands.they might receive. It was 
at this time on!/ that he thought it proper to inform both his nephew, and 
Ata-ollah-qhan> of the defign, as it became high time to put them upon their 
own guard; and this cklicate cqumiiffion was given toMlrza-hekim-bcg in- 
thefe very words: MlrzA, has SiiyU-^kmed-qhan and Aia-olLh-qhan looked at 
ihe teal ? Na! then 1 %vl{b you to carry them tbilhtr, that 1 nay bear what they 

think 





M U T A Q. H E R I N- 


42 


' think of it. It is a mofi magnificent one. TTsc real meaning of the order ha¬ 
ving been fully comprehended, the Mirza cam -d the two Noblemen into 
the tent, where in a few words he informed the, i of what was goingto hap¬ 
pen, and exhorted them to be ready and upon their- guards. A moment after 
they all came out again, and faid to the Viceroy that the tent was perfefth 
beautiful, and fit for fucb a general; by which expreffion, the Viceroy under- 
fbod that they approved of the contrivance, and would perform their part 
in it. All tliis while the Viceroy was firing in ftate, and waiting fop Bha- 
ftikur, and receiving every moment information of his approaching. But 
whilft that general was advancing to the gate of the tent, a fmall number 
of perfons of diftindtion, both out of curiofity and to do him honor, ap¬ 
proached it at the fame time; and even the Viceroy’s driver, brought his ele¬ 
phant within the yard of it, and took poll behind his mafter, but clofe to 
his head. At this moment about fifty officers that preceded Bha-fukur, hav¬ 
ing alighted, came within the tent, all armed ; and this precaution of their’s 
was coloured by the pretence of their being intended to fwear to the perfor- 
manceof theartides of agreement, which they would doupontheir Sabres (24). 
Amongft thefe were two and twenty commanders of eminence and character; 
the others were amongft thofe perfons called Amities in India, who on the 
Others advancing, advanced iikewife, but flopped within the tent-yard. It 
was at this, moment that Bha-fukur, alighting from his mare, came within 
die tent, holding Muftepha-qhan’s band by the right, and Djankiram’s by 
the left. A Cohort of his officers which were clofe upon his back, now fpread 
on borii ftdes of him, all armed and all with their hands upon the hilt of 
their Sabres ; and another body (hut-up his rear, every one of them with a 
look ferocious, and a threatening afpect. This was the moment which the 
two negotiators feized to difengage themfelves: they both quitted the gene¬ 
ral’s hand, and excufed themfelves on being obliged to go away for a few 

(.14.) Such is rhs irnlit.ay cuIWtt in India : elfc where, her iuiUncc in Tu;key ; ioldieis upon their Sabres, and' 
•ufo UfQti bread and holt* 
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minutes- By this time he.lua advanced within three quarts -of thelength 
of the yard ; when the Viceroy alked in an audible voice which of thofe 
eminent officers was the V; lorous Bha-fukur-pandet ? and having been an- 
fwered by Mirza-Hekitn-beg, who pointed to him with the fingerVas did many 
others who had been ftationed there for that purpofe; the queftion was repeat* 
ed. Three times did the Viceroy afk the queftion, and three times was it 
jtnfwcred by pointing with the finger; and now Bha-fukur drawing near, fhe 
Viceroy commanded his people to fall upon thofe free-boottrs. But as none of 
the by-(hinders had been prepared for the intended feene, they all flood a- 
ghaft with jfurprife, and motionlefs with amazement. However this was not 
tire cafe with Mir-cazetn-qhan, who having afksed what were his commands, 
was anfwered with a repetition of the order in a firm tone of voice. Inftant- 
ly that commander drew: Ber-qhordar-beg andfome others, drew likewife and 
all ran {trait before them ; whilft five or fix officers of Muftepha-qhan’s, 
all as ftout and as brave as 'himfelf, chancing to comc-in, drew likhivife on 
feeing Sabres drawn, and all together ruflied on the Marhattas. Mir-cazem- 
qhan, being the foremod of all, clofed with Bha fukur, and at one ftroke 
felled him to the ground. This feemed a fignal for the engagement: The 
Marhattas, although unprepared, drew on their fide irffiantly, and engaged 
the Mulfuimen, ‘but with fo much vigour, that the adlion became at once 
furious,bloody,and doubtful: heads and arms were flying about, and numbers 
foiling every moment: : fo that the multitude of perfons of diftindtion that 
had come as fpedators, feeing blood running in ftreams, forgot in a moment 
their characters of pmfefled bravoes, and retreated from that,foene of corn 
fufion and {laughter. At this-very moment the tent-walls having been fud- 
deniy let down, Muftepha-qhan, wlio juft had time to caft a glance at the 
engagement, put fpurs to his horfe, and ran to put himfelf at the head of 
his brigade, with which he fell like lightening upon the Marhatta army, then 
ready drawn up: fending word to his mailer at the fame time to mount imme¬ 
diately 
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-lately and to run to his affiflance. The Huer,' whilft a furious engagement 
Was taking place at twenty yards from him, wl ere every one intent upon 
fee adversary before him, minded no one elle, Haag ftanding upon his Muf- 
pud with his bucler on his arm, and his Sabre, drawn; nor had he any more 
dtlan a few p en about his peifon at that moment. Thefe intreated him to get 
npon his elephant,and this was what he intended hi mfelf; bpt owe of his flippers 
could not be found. I tnttjl have my other flipper, faid the Viceroy, before-1 
tan lay my feet upon the bare ground. And pray, (creamed out a voice, is this a 
time to look out for a flipper ? No indeed, replied the Viceroy, it is not; but 7 vert 
I rmv to go without my flippers, you would not fail to-morrezv morning to fay, that 
Xali-verdi was in fuch a hurry to git out of the fray, that be left his flippers be~ 
bind. At lad the flipper was found out, and he mounted his elephant. By this 

time the Mathatta* to a man were all difpatched : when on his elephant, he 

r 

looked rou'nd, and afked were was Muftepha-qhan ? he was told that he was 
fullen upon the Marhatta army in expe&ation of being fupported by his high- 
nds in peifon. Still he would not move, but alked for the ravager’s head, 
that he might be fatisfied of his being dead; he was repeatedly told he was; 
andthemufick played already bykis order; but dill he would not move untill he 
could fee the head. At laft it was brought him, and having tarried a little more 
to afeertain its identicity, he then ordered his elephant forwards, and marched 
brilkly to come up with the enemy: he went on without. Hopping, until he 
reached Catwa, where the Marhatta grand army had been encamped. Bat 
not one Marhatta could be found there. The reafon was, that they had no 
officer of rank among them, as the general officers, on feeing Bha-fukur re- 
folved to go to the interview, had made it a point to accompany him to a man; 
So that they had all been difpatched to a man, fave one however, whole 
name was Rhago-caicvar, who unmoved by Muftepha-qlian’s infinuations, 
and by Bha-fukur and Aali-bha-caraol’s intreaties and example, had remained 
without the tent at the head of his men, pfomiiing to pay a vilLt toxhe V ice- 
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toy the next chy, as Coon arBha-fokur’s v'ifit fhouM be over. This man ern 

the fi.’fl. nolle he heard wrtliyi the tent, fpurrea his Jhorlc, went to the camp, 

and taking up with him cvc"y pa rt of Bhadukur’s baggage, he fled with his 

troops, and could not be overtaken; and although he was attacked repeated])' 

by all the Zemindars and all the pcafants in his way, and he loft anuaibcr dm 

♦ 

men in his retreat; -ypt it muft be acknowledged, that it is to the prefence of 
mind of Caicvar, that a vaft number of Marhattas were indebted for the 
good luck of having emerged from that whirlpool of daughter and deftruc- 



!£ u Tt- t*on, and for having reached the benign fhcre of falvation. It was in this 


manner, that the mighty army of Bha-fukur’s, was in one day annihilated s. 
and what efcapcd the edge of the fWord, fled in the utmoft confufion out of 
the confines of Bengal and 'Sreffa, and at daft reached their own country inn 
the moft wretched condition. Aali-vcrdi-qhan after this etryedition returned 
to his capital, not only without looting a lingle man, but alio with fuch ars 
addition to his character, as raifed him both in the minds of his troops and ' 
©i his fubjects, who admired their being fo fuddenly delivered from thoie met- 
dlefs ravagers; nor were the troops lefs pleafed with their unexpected fuccefs. 
And as an acknowledgement for their alert nds m executing his commands, . 
ue made them a prefent often lacks of-rupees. After this, he fent an account 
of the aft a it to die capital, and fuppjicated the Emperor to raife Mcftepha- 
qi.an to the dignity cf Djung, and to bellow additional honors on every one 
cf thofe who had exerted themfdves fo ftrenuoufly in the engagement of the 
tent; 'fop inffonce, on Mir-djaafer-qhan, who on the very onfot received a 
large wound, and yet continued fighting; on Fakir-ollah.bcg.qhan; on 
Hiider-aaly-qhan, and on fame others. The Emperor on hearing the fop- 
pheation, complied with its requefts, bcflov.ed on Multcpba-qhan the nr- 
name of Babr-djung, or Tygcr in battle, with a variety of honours and in- 
%»ia; and the title of Bahadyr or Yaliiart, on every one of the perfons men- 
to him. to Aali-verdi-qhan .hx particular, he bello wed the firname of.' 
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.idjah-d-mulk,or the Valiarc of the Kingdom; and fent him a fuit of cloathes 

frortl his own wardrobe, with a iabre, a poinard, a horfe, and a variety of 

4 . - , , 

jewels. 1 

Tut s hit expedition had rid Aali-verdi-qhan of a foreign enemy,■ but it 
.’•aifed a-domeftic one : for by this time Muftephit-qhan’s power and influence 
■had rifen to luck a heigluh, that they exceeded thole of a fubject, or even 
thofc of an equal: he pretended to no Iefs than to a fupedority; and .his na¬ 
tion having poured in vaft numbers into Bengal, and filled every part of 
Aali-verdi-qhan’s armies and houfehold, lie was always furrounded by fuch a 
number of them, that no one dared to difpute his will, or even to offend any 
one that bore the name of Afghan; fo great were their numbers, and £b dofe 
their union. It is obferveable, that thefe. people in confequence of their num¬ 
bers and their little fenfe and underftanding, as well as their way of life in the 
caverns of tlvfr'rhduntainous country,, very much rdeiubled the lavage beads: 
diey are Jike them iwift-footed, excsfidingly courageous, and atcra&ed by 
lirde, and highly covctbusv bJnrapyed by the rights of gratitude, and unaffect¬ 
ed by .benefits received, they pay little attention to xheir benefit# ors, aijd 
even to the rights of fnendibln, and.full as little to the duties of a.cqmn'upity 
.of bread and-frit (25).: They, turn about .at once for a. final! fubjeft, and from 
cold Ufelefs friends,- they become, at once rancorous foes, and obfiinate ene¬ 
mies. .hintufally of a temper..little- iadiaed .to mind benefits conferred and 
favours received, they eafilyr forget the-viguf, o: a.benefactor, and as ca- 
fi-ly conceive die dcfigQ of killing him, nay of making away with their 
•reared relations, • and all that, for a final! reward, .and on a flight fub-.- 
jcT. .UripoIHKed. and coarfe-behaved, and ; nea.ly incapable of any civiliza- 
re- 1 , --:---“""pi—: ' t ' - r— ■ 

/„'•) ThedBf.fi of asommttnity of in* fait; M«s fSiwieb taken noticeottn the Arabian Cooks from 

wheoce the radiant turn received their rdifien, With an infinity of words, «preflions, and as ado tenets; and. the 
Turks or Tartars, or ratlter Tatar., fiom whence the contjwrers of Hmdoft.n dcr se .hc.r r 1 '- S 1 " 15 ' 5 '^* 

tinn; that lay igftjfc ftv.-ft onhatt«( eaten bread ami fait « itla a man ; the anchor tp ail ..ppcai •> ice > .e >y 
hear Oy mid from theory on thefe two articles :• for it is notorious to any one that has b•. ehn.u c^iwci l,m w 
liiuians of-either Riihgiun, that there i* no nation pnthe of the earth, to cold aodhfeJefso.n whA * c ' v ‘ C0 ‘ KC1 " * 
gratitude; nor tiocs their language, afford a Angle word to-denote that deheste tanfat on. Hiej llUinae ai,N 
po.mtl won! hut thefc are of foreign origin; and it becomes Highly probable, thW^hilft the word itlclfwa* 
towelling to Xadia, the idoa^ndtoofalioo remained behind* 
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t!on, they are Grangers to the fofter and more generous fentiments 6fhum a hj- 
Xy (in which forgivenefs and benificence cut fo confpicuous a figure;) and be¬ 
come furious and ungovernable in their revenges. The death of an Afghan, 
be it for any reafon whatfoever, becomes with them a crime not to be expiated 
rafter"^ 'u’e by any atonement or any lapfe of time, although the dead man’s relations fhoul'l 
Anhin 4 iaV g already admitted of a compromifei nor do the feeds of revenge ever 

ceafe to vegetate arid Ihoot-up in their breafts. Muftepha-qhan himfelf was 
an individual of fuch a praife-worthy nation; and although by no means lb 
void of fenfe, as his brethren, yet his cupidity, enUtmed by his courage, made 
li:m call a wifhful eye upon that pomp and fhat wealth of Bengal, which end- 
leflly blazed in review before His eyes: for his pride was equal to his covetoul- 
nefs. He marched always with a retinue of Afghans equal to Aali-verdi-qhari's 
cortege; and from being his fervant,‘he afpired to be his cqudl, and at lafl: at¬ 
tempted to become his fuperior. In’a word, he conceived the fcheme eff 
'killing his malfer, for oppofmg his pretcnfions. His ambition and fierce- 
•nefs being kindled by oppofnion, he infixed on the performance of lome 
promiles made him in the moment of necelftty, and to ferve a turn; and be 
particularly challenged the government-general of Azim-abad, as his right: 
although the adlual incumbent was no'lefs a perfonage than his mailer's ne¬ 
phew and fon-in-Iaw. On the other hand, the Viceroy thought it hard, 
tint a general promile made for a'fmall fcrvice in a moment of need, fhould 
be infilled upon as obligatory, when that moment was over; 'he wanted to 
•(hut up the man’s mouth by loading hitn with dillinclions, to regain his ran¬ 
corous ftubborn heart by foftening itwithfweet words, and to footh his refent- 
ment by expreffions full of regard. Some months were even gained in endea- 
^cc^iws vouring by a variety of prefents and a profulionof kindndfes, to fmothe r 

lu.ning aud at . 

tTtoJvTy fancies and whims that were continually (hooting up m that covetous mind. 

But can the fight of a fountain alTuage the thirfty man’s raging nre? and 

can the allurement of a foft tale, and all the petfuaftoa of fleep, pacify the 
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that pants for enjoyment ? the general, after having been fed feme 


months with to-days and to-morrows, at hft loft all patience, and Ipoko 


openly; he tore the veil that hung ftiil, and renounced paft friendlhip and 
part obligations. Little by little the coldncfs encreafed; and at the end of 
Muharrem, in the 1158, he had already ccafed to appear at court, the reafon 


of that feceffion, is thus expected by Yefuf-aali-qhan, in thofe curious me¬ 


moirs hehas left us-of the tranfaftions oi his own time. 

The general opinion was, chat Aaii-verdi-qhan in appearance, was endeavour¬ 
ing to foften the general’s refentment,and to pacify his mind,but that in reality, 
he was contriving under hand to put an end to his prefumption, and to guard 
a^ainfthis mifeheivous defigns, being highly fliocked at his exceffive power, 
^and provoked by hispretenfions ; at leaft fo thought the Afghans. One day 
the general preparing to go to court, fent forward according to his cuftom,Dil- 
ftiah and’ B.kin-uiah, his two principal officers, who went in, payed their 
obeifance, and feated themfelves. Y8fuf-aali-qhan, was that day at court 
himfelf, and in the prefence ; and he affirms, that it being no on-time, there 
was no one in ihe.hall of at:dience ; fave the ufual attendance, it happened, that 
a little after thofe two men had been feated, an eunuch of the prefence came 
in hafte, and faid that the Nevvab- begum (meaning the prince’s confort) wa* 
deized with a violent evacuation and vomiting (26). The Viceroy getting 
up immediately, went into the inner apartments, from whence he lent thofe 
two officers word, defiring them to be feated, until he might come out. But 
as meffengers had already announced that Muftepha-qhan was on the way. 



reafon the meffage about the Begum had been lent out, the intent of which 



they 
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they conceived was to piit it in his power to be out ot harm’s way. Full 
Of this idea, they went away, and meeting their matter who was going to at 
light, they communicated their fears to him. The general was ft ruck with 
the reportV'fintfe he had put on an air of independence, he mittrufted pvtnty 
cne of Aali- verdi-qhan’s proceedings, and lent a willing car to a grotmdlefs, ar id 
frivolous report : immediately he returned home, The Viceroy informed of 
this, fenthisfon in-law Nevazifh-mahrncd-qhan, to reproach him for his cre¬ 
dulity, and to bring him back by whatever means. The nobleman having 
■overtaken Muftepha-.qhan, attempted by a variety' of reafons and entreaties to 
■diflipate his fufpieions, and to pacify his niind,. but all to-no purpofe.. The 
general returned' home, where he aflembled his brigade which" amonnted to 
nine thoufand horfe, befide feme thoufand mufqueteers; and he then fefit a mef- 
fage to the Viceroy, by which he renounced his fervice, and ailed the arrears 
due to his men. The latter fent again his fon-in-law, to pacify i. : m, efpeciai- 
ly as Nevaiifli-mahmed-qhan’s promifes and words, bearing a gree, diameter 
fo r fincerityand fidelity, had a great authority with all the troops. But this ■ 
mefiage alfo availed nothing ; and matters went fo far, that he fent another 
meflage to ’the Viceroy full of reproaches, and afked as his due the govern¬ 
ment of Azim-abad. Aali-verdi-qlun, ftruc-k by this behaviour, was holding 
confutations; but both himfelfas well as hisfons-in-Iaw with their families and 
friends were equally confounded, and incapable to take a party, as the general’s 
valor and daringnefs were notorious thefe many years pad, and his force nume¬ 
rous and attached perfonally to him > all was confiifion and fear in the city of 
M8rih§dabad. At lafl preparations were made on both fides for a&ton, and the 
city became a theatre of war: and the troops attached to the Viceroy arid running to 
theirarms filled the ftreets from the palace gate down to Muftepka-qhan’s',^ 
ters: thefe were the brigades commanded by his two fons-in-law, Nevazifli-ma- 
roed-qhan and Said-ahmed-qhan, with thofe. of Mir-djaafer-qhan, of Haider-aa*- 
li-qhan, of Fakyr-ollah-beg-qha% of i\Sr- 311 ah-beg-qhan, and of the. Afghan 
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tJiner-qlttn, with bis fans. The carps lefs numerous caiisealfo to offer their fcN 
vices.as well as the* B igadesrtf Mufqueteers commanded by Fateh-Rlo-baCfliy” 
Cheiduo and fame other Gcncoos: they all took poft round the palace, and kept 
^ratch day and night; always armed, and always ready*-. Shimfttir-qhan and 
'Sctdar-qban, who, in their hearts were attached to their countrymen, and in dp* 
pearance to their matter. condnq/jd to come to court, and kept fair vfith both 
parties. The Viceroy who had his views, thought proper to behave kindly td 
them, although by this time he had loft all Confidence in his Afghan troops; 
Rut although refolded to tcufl them no mote, nevenbelefs he was endeavouring' 
togainths hearts of chefs two Afghan commanders; for Muftepha-qhan’s obdi* 
nacy was known to him, as well at the Ichemes he had conceived; and the excel* 
fes of enmity to which his refentrnent would carry him, were known before hand; 
a id oa'bodvthofe ac :o>a:3, he thought chat tbs beft expedient that could bs 
deviled aot, was to come to art agreoaeat with that genera!: His heart wou id 
•even relent now and then, whenever he refte&ed on liis numerous fervices, 
■his heroical valour, and his determined devotion to his interefts ; and he wai 
■loth to part with f> ancient, fo devoted; and fo valuable a fervant, whofc de- 
fertion became a real loft for his own* power,which,would infallibly feel the con*' 
fequences of it. But yet, with all chefe wife reflections, he neither knew how to 
keep a friend, nor how to humble and ruin an enemy: it was too late now, not 
was this lad party without its many irtconveniehoies ; and to fight Muftepha* 
qhan, fuppoited as he was by fo many brave troops of his own nation, and all 
commanded by officers of his own family, feemed ro be a matter of much dif>* 
ficulty. He one day-thought of repeating his expedient of old, that is, of going 
to him wichonlySeradj-eddollah.anlof regaininghis-heartby thattokenof coa- 

„. _c. he had even feat fnr his Paisley 1 ,and was going to fee out; but he was vt- 

goroufly oppofed by his two (ins-in-law, and by the moft difiinguifhed of his 
well withers, fucli as Mir-djaafer-qhan,Hiider-aali-qhan and Fakyr-ollah-bcg* 
qi»a and fy.ne others; who all joined together u iatrwtioj him to fo'b j ir fo 
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' dangerous an experiment: « they obferved that this was not a time to try what 
impreffion he could make upon that Afghan's heart: that matters had gone- 
“ too far, for any one to exped tliat fuch demonftrations of confidence and love 
“ would anfwer any. pnrpofe, that the man aimed at no lefs than at 4fpofleffmg\ 
“ hi's niafter,afldat raifing his own fortune upon hisbenefador’s ruin and death,' 
"Pat us to death Jbrfi, added they /or we willnotfufferyou to rijkyour ferfimin your 
“ enemy's quarter.” 1 'hefe entreaties and reafonings ftaggered the Vice¬ 
roy ; and he thought proper to ftay at home. Whilft they were yet fpeak- 
ing, a man of tonfcquence deferted the general, and prefented himfelf be¬ 
fore the Viceroy: this was-ho other than the Afghan Reham-qhan-, an officer 
Who had always ferved the genera] as his ftandard bearer, and was reputed his 
zealous companion. I his officer, whether impelled by deftiny, or gained o- 
ver by the Viceroy’s winning deportment, changed fides. On the other hand, 
die general loft alto two other commanders, upon whofe national partiality lie 
had reckoned: thefe were Shimfhir-qhan, and Serdar-qhan, two officers of cha¬ 
ndler, who refufed to join him, and to follow his fortunes: having to all ap- 
• peaiance conceived that Ins expulfion from Bengal-, would at all events pro¬ 
mote their own views, by. withdrawing a large globe that cclipfed diem totally. 
Thefe defedlions feenied to have altered the nature of the war: For whether 
thefe defertipns by makin^an itnpttffion on the general’s mind, rendered him* 
cautious of committing his fortune to the chance of war in an attack on the 
city of M8r£h$dabad ; or whether the impulfe of unavoidable deftiny made- 
him alter his mind, it is certain that he turned his views towards Aziimbad, 
thinking it eafier to drive the nephew out of that city, dun to fight the uncle. 
in the middle of his capital. He therefore refolved to quit MSriliSdabad; 
and thisrefolution, Co foon as it became known, was deemed by the Vic 
a providential interpofition in his favor. The general before his departure’ 
fern ifis agent to court with a paper, containing an account of the arrears due 
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to him, both for his own perfon and for his brigade; and although it wanted the 
formality of a review,.and the certificate of the conv.uifia.ry,as well as. a certi fi- 
Gateofiheindeuticityolhorfescalled Dagh-teU<bya^zj);znd the account was made 
up juft as..'e had been pleafed; aeverthelefs the Viceroy, without referring it to 
^ie ufual offices forexamination, ordered the full amountto be payed inarnediate- 
ly; and it amounted to no kfs than full feventeen lacs of Rupees, which funa the 
Viceroy faid he reckoned to be a. piece of charity, and an offering made foe 
thefuccefs of his affairs. As loon as the general had his money, he fenc for 
the head cart-man of the city, and with threats obliged him to furnifh his 
troops with the number of carts and pack-oxen he wanted j after which he 
Jeiliirely loaded^s baggage and that of his brigade, fet on fire Inis barracks, 
and marched out of the city in military array and with a deal of pomp; and 
having advanced foaie cofles beyond it, he encam$£d. The next day he march¬ 
ed a full ftag 4 As- foon as the news of this departure arrived in the .city, and ie 
became certain that he was gone, the inhabitants, who knew that any engage¬ 
ment, within their walls coaid produce nothing but their ruin, thought them- 
felves recalled to life, and they looked upon his departure as a fortunate event. 
A few days after, the Viceroy thought proper to promote Rcbetn-qhan, and 
to add many favors to this promotion: he alfo advanced bom Shunlhir-qrian 
and Scrdar-qhan; and by treating them with particular demonftrations of kind- 
oefs, hc'weaned them from thofe reds of national attachment which they ftill 
bore to the general, as. their countryman. By aftroke of refined policy, he 
paffed over the ingratitude* of two near relations of their’s, namely, Dil-fo':- 
qhan, apd Alefjqh^who had quitted his fervice to embrace that of the ge¬ 
neral’s. He only ceafed to mention their names; and id at any time their infa- 
. behaviour was mmdoned in.his prefeace, he abftaintd from reproaches 
: -nithets/and attributed what he called their- imprudence, to their youth 
and Lotheir ignorance of the world. 
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**Vect at Radj-mahl 1 * to^k from :be ffores kept there, fuch efepltairti, fucfc 
jvieces of cannon as he thought proper., witk a certain; quantity of amuiiuion $ 
and flam that moment beaded openly to an enemy. And it being now become 
publicythat he had'parted with Aali-verdi-qhan, on account of the latter's fail¬ 
ing in his promife about the government of Azimabad, .the general's nephew 
Abdol-refSl-qhan, whom wc have feen appointed governor of the 8refl& > 
thought proper on the receipt of a letter from his unde, who made his defe&ioft 
a family quarrel, to quit his pod without hditation : fb that taking his Brigade 
with him, he went and joined him, after having appointed one DaSd-qhan, anr 
Afghan to govern the country in his abfence. 

It may be worth obfervation that the young man’s father mxlohncbi-qTiat* 
waS/of the Shyali 8e&, (28) and had ftrved Aazcm-frah, (on to Aorengzib* 
He was a man of a noble defeent, and ; valuable fora number of efrimable qua^ 

lifications. A great friend of his was Mir-abdol-aziz, who was ot one of the 

* # 

^principal S£id families fettled at Satnana in the territory of Lahor, as well as 
•one of thofe who had been left, in 8refiaar the head of their Brigades for the 
'ftipport of government. This officer told me, that Hbdol-nebi-qhan, entan¬ 
gled by the ties which attached him to Muftcpha-qhrn, whofe countryman lie 
was, but whofe pretentions he did not approve, being one day alone with hint 
fie had difcloled his heart in thefe very words; “My friend Seid, you perhaps 
“ know not that this boy (meaning Muftepha-qhan), pretends to play the un* 
** grateful, and has wrapped about his head a number of whimfies and llrange 
4t fchemes. I am myfelf in a ftrange perplexity on that head, like a horfe ur. 
“ ged alternately by two oppoled fpurs; if I join the boy, I faall incur the 
“ name of an ungrateful fellow, and of a traitor and deferter, an ugly name 

'* which has never been borne by any one of my family ; and. if 1 fltex , 

*— - * .'■ ' ■ ■■ 

fr 3 ) AH r the Afgh*i arc Siuuics, and inormcr fentffcai Suunies. It is remarked of them, thatwhilft thef 
WCrenjimgicrt of M-itaan, Cajfiiwl-of Pei fa, tj,« r fotdicrs, and even their office.>, made k a j tactile every Fit* 
at the C-^kciUal. to ia!f> forth vviU drawn awo* 
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“ Aali verdi-qhan, Ifliallnotefcape the reproache? of my nation, and the hatred 
u of my own clan : they (hall fay, look at this man; in hopes of much money, 
cc and much perferment in Aali verdi-qhan’s fervice, he has had the meanefs 
¥ tc part with the man that had recommended him toa regiment, and has pro- 
€ \ ved the author of his prefent welfare. Better then, my friend, better by 
“ all means, that God Almighty, by recalling me from this world, vouch- 
c< v fafe to deliver me from a dilemna, the confequences of which cannot but 
c - redound to my (hame.” This worthy man had a particular devotion for a 
venerable perionage buried in the city of Catec; and he ufed every day to 
repair thither and to make the above requeft with a loud voice: at lad his 
prayer was heard : fametime before Mudepha-qhan’s final defection, he felt a 
flight indifpofitien, and in three or four days, he was taken to the manfions of 
eternal mercy. He was buried on that very fpot, the object of his devotions, it 
was on a Tdiurfday; and his monument is r j forced ro and vifrted on that day 
•by multitudes of people. 

To return t© our narrative, Muftcpha-cjhan having renounced Aali-verdi* 
qharfs fervice, and openly profelfed an enmity to his perfon, his defertion was 
followed by that of Abdol-refM-qhan, his nephew, who quitted his charge and 
went to join him. This young man was reputed to be the bed archer in hi 3 
troops, and one of the molt zealous f dlo .vers of his uncle’s fortunes. His defer¬ 
tion having left the 8reffa without a ruler, fhe Viceroy conferred that office on 
Pvadja D 318 bram, whom he had appointed agent general to the late governor 
and who was (till at Catec: he procured for him at the fame time the rank of 
three thoufand hone, and the honour of the kettledrum, with a fringed Pile- 
ky ; and after having bedewed upon him a briga ie of three thoufand horfe 
him the patents of his new office. This arrangement having been 
brought to bear, he turned his views towards Azima-bad,where commanded his 
nephew and fon-indaw Zin eddin-ahmed-qhan, themoft beloved of his relations, 
and who in reality was the .candle that enlightened the old age of his uncle, and 
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the taper that blazed out for the glory, of his family and race. Fearing there* 
fore for that prince’s precious life, he lent him a fecret letter by a trufty man, 
who took a different road from that held by Muftepha-qhan: the letter con¬ 
tained an order to his nephew to come to him by the northern (hore of Gang*, 
and toapproachto Bengal by theP8raniah fide, ashe intended tojoinhim on tWt 
fide of the water, and to confult with him about what was to be done. The or* 
dcr was calculated to prevent in the young man, a temptation to fight Muf- 
tepha-qban, for whofe wide mouth, he apprehended he might prove, but one 
eafy morfel. The governor of Azim,-abad Was then in thedilfried of Tirhoot, 
where he received intelligence of what paffed at MSrlhSdabad : fo that as 
foon as news came that Muftepha had revolted, and was coming to Azim- 
abad, (a piece of news fince confirmed by the Viceroy’s fecret letter) he con¬ 
cluded that matters were paft remedy ; and he held confultations with his bell 
friends, to whom he explained the nature of his fituation. Every one gave 
his opinion, as his abilties or his genius prompted him; but the great*:!! number 
were for his obeying punctually the orders of his uncle. They argued on the 
impropriety of oppofing MuRepha-qhan againft all the rules of common fenfe: 
“ A general who was at the head of no lefs than twel ve thoufand, and proba- 
(c bly fourteen or fifteen thoufand horfe, all old foldiers, tried in numbers of 
“ engagements; and who was himfelf known, not only for a man of extra- 
“ ordinary prowefs, but alfo of military talents, and thefe too, ftrengthened by a 
number of difficult campaigns, and augmented by a continual experience of 
“ extraordinary events : that he had acquired that high military character, by 
*!■ fighting only with the fabre and arrows: his method being to fall to with- 
u out needing or even minding any artillery or fire arms; but that his na- 
" tional foldiers were armed with long heavy mufquets, of which the troupe* 
“ themfelves made ufe of advantageoufly, by jumping down from their 
“ herfes upon an emergency befides all which national advantages, he had 
** now an artillery of fifty pieces ol cannon, with every nedeffary for its fervice. 
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“ and above one hundred'and fifty elephants,whether of lus own or belonging 
“ to lus officers. Others added, that every one of his foldicis was mounted on 
“ horfes, the leaft of which was worth four or five hundred rupees, with 
their faddlcs and arms encrufted with filver and gold; and that him (elf 
“ wore a Cuirafs of four pieces of (leel encrufted in gold, and of fo exquifite 
( f j workmanfhip as hardly had its equal in India : that in Ihort his aimy; 
« was furnillied with every thing neceflary, and proved fo well appointed, that 
“ few Generak could flatter themfelvcs of having one equal to it; whereas their 
“ Governorcould hardly mufter about threo thoufand horfe,and had no more 
“ that five or fix thoufand foot, fomeofwhoriv too. were at a diftance from him 
c# on a variety of ferviccs/' Thcfo were the lentjrnents of the majority- of the 
council; but iome who were naturally brave, as well as jealous of their honours 
argued in a different manner; and fitchwas Medhy-neffar^qhan, my uncle, 
who for bravery and conduit bore a high chara&er : this laft obferved, “ that 
<« the affaiis of life and death were unerringly directed by the decrees or an. 
« unavoidable fate : that to beat the enemy and gain a viftory, did not de- 
pend on numbers, but only on God’s pleafure, as it was anouncec. in toe 
“ glorious Coran itfelf, where it was faid that often fmall numbers ha ve prevailed upon 
ft ^fge ones by God’s per miffion : that in this emergency, to avoid the fight of the 
u enemy, although even in compliance with their fovereigns pofirive orders, 
(f would not bear a good conftru&ion in the world, and at any rate would not 
t c the examination of their friends and relations ; and that it was fuch a 
« part y } as would in the fequel produce difhonor and reallofs” This officer 
after leaving fpoke fo much with fome warmth, made a paufe, and then added 
« that this was his private opinion; but as to the reft, he would readily fubmtt 
« te -the opinion of his more clear fighted fuperiors, and would be command* 
ed by their pleafure/” 

' This latter advice having been approved by the governor, who was him, 

felf extremely brave, and had a nice fenie of honour, and a grealdeal of dif* 

cernment. 
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comment, he moved immediately from Tirhoot, and by inceflam inarches, 
he arrived at Azim-abad, from whence without alighting at his palace, he 
went and encamped at Djaafer-qhan’s garden, at the eaftern extremity of the 
city : there he was met by AbJol-aaly-qhan, and by the principal riobleiaen of 
Adm-abad, fuch as Akydet-mend-qhan, brother to Ernir-qhan, and fome 
others, who were alfe the principal perfons of the province, and had made 
bade to pa) him li cit rdpt&s. The young governor having fet open the 
door of rao Jelly and civility received them with an air of equality and brother¬ 
ly attention (neither of which were in Us ftyle nor in his ufual humour) and 
by (hit well-timed familiarity and diefc-unufual marks of regard, he fo gained 
upon their hcai^s, that they all refolved ro follow his fortunes. After fo 
good a begining, he applied himlelf lo the bufinefs of afliinbling his forces, 
and of railing new .ones; and as Taiz-aali-qhan had the title of Pay-mafter, 
both M^hJy-dne&r-qhan and Abdohaaly-qhan were appointed to confer with 
the chiefs of the forces and with difbanded officers, for new ‘levies: or¬ 
ders were given at the fame time to* a number of perfons of note, to 
to raife forces: fuch were Ahmed-qhan-co eifhy, Grandfon to Da8d*qkrm-peni; 
Shall dieban yav; Sheh ahmed-etldin, and Sheh-amrollah, as well as Kerem- 
cjhari, Gholam-aitly-qlian,and Qhadum-haffen-qhan; and the lame commands 
were iff led to Mikta djefv-ent and Radja Kyret-chund, and Radia Ram-nar- 
riiin, as well as to the other Gemoo commanders: they were directed at firfl to 
pick and chufe the beft mounted and the beft armed, after which they might 
itt-lift evety able bodied man that fhould prefent. The Zemindars of the pro¬ 
vince like 1 vife were fern for; and thefethat had conne6kions with the governor 
or were attached to his perfon, were ordered to attend with their troops ; theie 
were Radja Simder-fing, Namdar-qhan of Nfirhiit and Semai, and Sejdar- 
qhan, as weli as Carncar-qhan, and fome others, as powerful as Sunder-fing 
himfelf. Similar orders were fern to Befhin-fmg, Zemindar of Serefs Cotum- 
fcali; to Pahluv&n-fmg and Sutturffing his brother. Zemindars of the country 
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of Saharleram and Cheinp8r; and to Buhrut-fing, Zemindar of Arvul. All 
thefe came, and offered their fervices, anddeiired to (hare whatever fate might 
befall their governor; and the crouds that prefented continually, were lo great 
that for a month together the hulinefs of inlifting went on day and night: fo 
that a horfe that had already been marked, that is, had already been in the fer- 
vicr, was lure of being inlifted. h\ that Ihort fpace of time, there appeared to 
i e borne upon the regifters no lefs than fourteen thoufand horfe, over and a* 
bovc the infantry, which taking together the old troops and the new ones, may- 
have amounted to as much more; but their arms did not meet with approba¬ 
tion; and it was concluded that new levies, indifferently artned, would never 
bear the brunt of Muftepha-qhan’s foldiers, who were all refolute veterans, and 
all well-mounted and wellarmcd,unlefs indeed when placed behind an intrench* 
ment. A vaft number therefore of pioneers and labourers was fent for from all 
parts of the province,and an intrenchment was foon thrown up,tlia: encompafled 
all the grounds between the tower of Djaafer.qhan’s garden and the dyke or 
wail raifed tor the fecurity of the fuburbs againft the waters of a neighbouring 
lake: a deep ditch was added to tire intrenchment,and the earthdug from it pro¬ 
ving fomewhat humid, ferved to forma very .good rampart, without need- 
ing any mortar or brickwork? towers werealfo raifed at proper diftar.ccs, and 
cannon placed; and every one of them with .part of the intervening curtain, 
was entrufted to an officer at the head ofhiseorpj. The command of the army 
was divided into feveral brigades, and .every one,of them pW under the order? 
■of a commander that could b.e depended .uponthe firft was Abdol-aajy-qhaa 
the poor man’s uncle; the fecond, Ahmcd-.qhan Coreilhy ; the third Ratii* 
Kyret-chund, fon to,the prime minifter Ray*ray,an-aalem*chupd; the fourth, 
Radja-ram-narain; the fifth; Qhadum-buflein-.qhan, and the liith, affyr- 
aaly-qhan: all thefe were placed with-their brigades ift) the.foor of the .wrench- 
ment or rampart, which they watched day and might. The markets, futtlu.s 
and the -other camp followers, were ordered to,attend .behind the„tcAts,of cadi 
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brigade, with every neceflar'y ready at hand : each commander had his tents 

pitched at the head of his troops, with his ftandard planted before his tent, and 

* 

his infignia and colours pitched on the rampart; and every one was reidy to 
give a good reception to the enemy. As for me, the moft inconfiderable of 
mankind, who was Rationed with my younger brother Naki-aali-qhan, I had 
five months ago quitted Shah-djehan-abad By tfiy father’s confent: (on whom 
be mercy for ever!) It was in the month of Zilclad, in -the year 1157; and I 
had come to Azim-abad, to marry in a family which had long ago agreed to 
the alliance: fo that in the month cf Monarrem, in the 1158, 1 efpoufed the 
daughter of Abdol-aaly-qhan, my own grand uncle; after which on the 14th 
of the next mouth, I took up my poft in the governor’s intrer.chments, and 
joined my owndefliny to that of my uncle's, who was the principal comman¬ 
der; whilfl my younger brother Naky-aaly-qhan, chofe to ferve under the 
orders of his paternal uncle Mehdy-neilar-qhan, on whom he was ordered 
to attend with about a hundred horfe, which he had brought with him. As 
to me, the leaf! of men, although I was without command, and without pay, 
I chofe out of a point of honour to ferve that'campaign, intending thereby 
to fhew my gratitude for the favours received from the governor. 

All thefc preparatives being made, it was obferved likewife that he plac¬ 
ed artillery and troops upon the towers and ramparts of the city, with orders 
not to admit any foldier from the camp. But he had beltdes ajecondary inten¬ 
tion in this precaution, which was, to provide againft any Ridden attack from 
Muftepha-qhan's troops, as fuch an event would have put in imminent danger 
both the properties and families of thofe in the intrencluncnt. This precau¬ 
tion was alfo calculated to fecure the properties and families of a numerous bo-- 
dy of citizens, who hadfo much murmured againft the wall then riling by the 
governor’s order, and who now acknowledged the benefit they received from it. 
All thefe precautions being taken,the governor refolved to found Muftepha- 
qhan’s heart,and to afeertain how far he intended to carry hoftilities, with him: 
although there wasno need indeed of any further enquiry, as he had declared 
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Kimfelf openly and amply enough already. Three perlons were pitched upon to 
■wait upon him as envoys that had brought a proper meffage: the firft of 
thHr was Hadji-aalem, the' Cafhmirian, who went lince by the name or 
flaciji mahmed-qhan : the fecond was Tadj-cddin, the divine, 'a native of 
of A8d, who had been recommended by Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Ilah-abad, 
to the infpedtion of the college and Maufoleum of Seif-qhan: a building on 
th“ water fide weftward of the caftle of Azim-abad, and a charming fpot, fo 
remarkable for its coolnefs, retirement, falubrity, and umbrage, that it be¬ 
came a general refort for the bed company; it was in tint delightful fpot he 
enjoyed a large penfion. The third perfon, which I do not exactly remem¬ 
ber, I believe to have been the late Aga Azimaig, who had been the eye 
and the lamp of the family of Mahmed-qlian: once Divan or tntendant of 
the province of Cab8I. Thefe three venerable perfonages were fent to Muf- 
tepha-qhan with the following meflage : If by your departure from MSrfrZdabad 
you have txfflely renounced the fervlce of his fublime hiphnefs, and you intend abfo - of the governor 

u J J ** of Ar.imabad to 

lately to forget us, and to quit this country, zve out of regard to pajl friendjhip and MuAepha * 
to pajl times', requeftthat our friends and guejls dopleafe to alight at our houfes, and 
to tarry at leaf two or three day* in our habitations, that we may once more enjoy 

9 

each others company y and have likewife time to accommodate our guefis with fuch ra¬ 
rities,tents and necejfar/es as they may want for their future journey ; the more fo,as 
this will likewife put it in our power to fay farewel to each other : but if the dif- 
content you have concieved againft his fublime Highnefs is of a nature to admit oj a 
healing hand, and your heart tells you that my meditation might be infrumental in 
removing the catife of your difpleafure, andinteking out the Jhaftsthat have wounded 
tzuo hearts once united by the warmejl attachment; I would be happy to o fer my 
fervicesfor fo deferable anobjeci: but if on the other banditJhould come outthatyour 
Excellency has obtained from the prefence the Imperial Patent for the government of this 
province, phafe to let us fee it,that we may peaceably quit this country, and deliver 
it to your Excellency without any fighting and without difpute.'\ The envoys 
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found Muftepha-qhan encamped eaftward of the town of Mongyhr, 
and after having delivered their meffage, they were immediately difmiifed 
with this anfwer: Gentlemen, My intention is, neither to renew with the najef- 
tuous in war (29 J, nor to quit this country as a traveller ;• A# intention is <0 
ivrejl it out of your hands-, and as you feem fo felicitous about patents, and about the 
right cf taking poffi-felon of this province, J inform you, that J have in my hands 
forfuch a proceeding, the veryfeme patent whichyour uncleproducedwhen he wrefi- 
ed Bengal from Ser Rfraz-qhan Here he paufed, and then added this verfe : 
“ kVe mufe Jee what is the Almighty's pleqfure in this tffjir” 

After delivering himfelf in that ftrain, he put this queftion to the Mo- 
luvy or Doctor of Divinity : Mr. Moluvy, Sufpofe that yotf are furrounded ott 
one fide by unconverted infidels, and on the other by blafpkeming Scbismaticks-, ( 3 oj 
andfuppofe 1 happen to have enoughporver to defer01 either tkefe orthofe,?vhich,are we in 
your opinion to put. to the fibre firfi? The Moluvy who' comprehended hi, 
aim, but thought proper to diliemble, anfwered with modefty, ‘listhat if the 
Infidels be in arms and in oppofition, it is lawful to fall upon them: But that it 
Was not lawful to kill the Mujjulmen, although they Jhould be feclaries and blafe 
phemers : Indeed to point out to them the right way,and to reclaim them from th ir 
errors, is amongft the moft meritorious aliens which man can commit. Muftepha- 
qhan replied: Say you /oDoBo’? then we differ greatly, for ,according to the doc¬ 
trines of our own teachers, blafphemers are zvorfe than uninformed Infidels, and 
they mufi be fervea firfi - after which the others may be minded in their turn. 
The convention having taken fuch a turn, the Moluvy faid not a word 
more, *nd he took his leave immediately. The envoys, on being returned 
home, reported word fo r word what, they heard; and the governor, who was 
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already difpofed for an engagement, now became eager for it. A report was . 
*then carrent that Muftepha-qhan, in the pride ofhis heart, had distributed a- 
i/.oiiglt his friend^ and foldiers, the houfes of the inhabitants of the city, and 
efpccially thole of the governor’s friends : the report added, that each paiticu- 
larhoufe was already allotted to each particular man; and that after the vi&ory, 
r^ach houfe would be made over to its new owner, with the, furniture, riches, wo¬ 
men and children it contained, in lull property. But God did not approve 
the iniquitous fcherne; and as it did not fail to make the deepeft impreflion on 
my mind, which from that moment became a prey ro forrow and anxiety, I re- 
folved to look out for my deftiny in the book of Hafyz of Shiraz, whole 
-verfes may be faid to be f® many unerring oracles of futurity, and in the in¬ 
telligible tongue of the invifible one (51); and on opening that book, with the 
.proper rites, the firft verfes that occurred at the head of the page were thefc: 

■*< Do thou leave.that matter to thy God! and make thyfelf eafy; 

’ For if thine enemy (hall not have pity on thee, thy God will.” 

and thanks be due to God Almighty that this oracle came to be verified literally. 

Mustf.pha-ohan on his arrival at Monghyr, had -ordered his nephew, 
Abdol-rSfir&l-qhdti to infiilc the fort with his brigade : it ruinous fortification, 
which although quice ncgletfted, had feme renown. The governor and bis 
little garrilon put themfelves upon their defence* but as that fortifica- * 
ttion did not feem to deferve much ceremony in that officer’s opinion, 
he alighted, and putting hitnfelf at the head of his men, he mounted 
to the afiault. In an i aft ant the befiegers got-upon the wall, and feiz- 
. ed the fort; but fuch was their leaders deftiny, that as he was Handing 
below the fccond gate, and exhorting his men to be quick, he was killed 
outright by a ftone that fell upon him on its being loofened by one of the 
garrilon who ftood above. The place was not fuch an acquifition as could 
compenfate the lots of fo Valiant an officer • and rVfuflcpha-qliun 1 eve rely felt 
that heavy blow: although for fear of difeouraging his p'eople, he thought proper 

(31) The Pi.efies of Hafyz are conluUedon futurity all over Ferfi.i and India,juft a' were the Stores Fhgl/ianx^ 
two hundred years after Auguflus.' But however the Coran is the chief book of divination amongft all Muffulmeirj 
4nd an. .r:- u t the Shyahs ia particular, the Coran, and alio their Rofkrioj and this is done with a variety of rites 
and ceremonies* 
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to difemble; for Abdol-rSfTSl-qhan was his right hand-man, and an officer ot 
tryed valor and conduct. After having tarryed three days there,and c on plied 
with the cuftom of ordering the mufick to play for this fuccefs, he iook u-ivVy 
fome pieces of cannon with fomc ammunition from the fort,and departed for-A- 
zim-abad. His approach redoubled the vigilance of the people within the 
intrehchment; and the governor in particular gave himfelf no reft day and 
night in vifidng every part of it. He ordered Mchdy-neflar-qhan, to fee 
that the fix commanders mentioned above made their rounds in perfon by 
day (32) as well as by night: he was himfelf every where, and giving his or¬ 
ders occafiona lly. On a Tlnirfday about fun-rifing, as every one was at his 
poft, and upon his guard, Muftepha-qhan made his appearance; and ha¬ 
ving examined the intrenchment, he went into fome groves of Mangoe-trces 
that were clofe-by ; and fi'om thence he divided his army in two brigades, 
one of which he gave in command to BSlend-qhan the Rohila, wliilft he kept 
the other to himfelf: this difpolition being made, he came out of die groves 
and ordered BSlend-qhan to wheel round, and to penetrate into the intrench¬ 
ment by that part that clofed with the city-wall: by which manouevre he 
would fall on the enemy’s rear. He followed himfelf, and he attacked the intrench 
s'tnekaml car.. n.ent in font, but at the other extremity of the fame, where commanded 
TrenchmeTu Radja Sunder-fing, Radja-Kyiret-chund and the other Gertoo officers. 

round Azim- 

** BSlend-qhan having advanced by the hone-market, and a part of Djaafer- 

qhan s garden, turned the intrenchment, and fell upon Naflyr-aali-qhan and 
his fon Sevd-aali, as well as up n Mirza Ramazani fon irt law to Murtezevi- 
qhan: allof whom were ftationed at thatpart. On the firft onfet Naflyr-aali-qhan 
was wounded with a fabre, and fell dead; and he was inftandy followed by 
Seyd-aaly, and Mirza-Ramazani; and Naher-qhan mevati being wounded, 
fled, for his life; and thus BSlend-qhan got within the intrenchment : ihofe 

( U ) This has a reference to the climate of India where for rh grealeft partof the year, ,, „ p i 9 are fpe,t 

and faint >nthe hear of t) )e day, dpeadly betwixt the forenoon and afternoon, but bnik ami lively aaa always 
lip aJmoil the whole night, 

that 
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that defended it, took fright and fled : and his Afghans finding tents and, 
(hops, fuil of effects, fell a plundering without minding any tiling elfe. Mean 
'whi!'’ Muftepha-qlian having on his tide turned the intrenchment, attacked 
and carried it at once, making a great daughter of its defenders. Ghazi-qhan 
the 3 ab 8 z 8 ian, and Sunder-fing’s Son-in-law with their troops, were there put 
to the fword; every thing was in confufion inftantly. Sunder- fing with a tew 
perfons who flood by him, mixed with the fix orfeven thotifattd Afghan horfe 
that thronged in, and was loft amongft them; nor did M-.iftepha-q’un mind 
him any more; but went forwards, where his people- making a flight dit^ 
charge of arrows, Zolficar-qhan Mevati, and Kyiret Chund, the Gencoo, who 
chanced to be ftacioned there, were both wounded, and fled with as many of 
their people as could efcape the fabre. On fight of this, the brigades and 
commanders appointed to defend that part of the intrenchment, loft courage, 
and lkd v on all tides ; and there remained before the Governor only am 
empty fpa^'of ground, over which Muftepha-qhan was advancing with 
a thick body of men, on one fide, whilft the Governor was advancing on 
his Elephant, on the other; he looked neither confounded, nor difmayed, al¬ 
though he had by this time no more than two hundred horfe, and one hun¬ 
dred and fifty mufqueteers about lus perfon. Cam-car-qlian,-and Zcmmeft- 
qhan, weieamongft thoft two hundred hor e, as were about eight more from- 
fevtral corps, and moftly from Mir-bedr-el Dehi’s, an officer ufually called 
Sayedet- aali- qban ; there were feme few men of note more. Mehdy- 
ncffir-qhan, with Naky-aali-qhan and Mir-ecram and five or fix others more 
were upon the intrenchment, and fpeaking to Shell hamid eddin, the Lucno- 
vian, when that fudden revolution happened. This man was at the bead of 
feven hundred men, as well as Shell Amrollih, another commander of feverr 
hundred men more; and he exhorted diem both to march to their mafter’s 
affiftance: but no one would move; fo that with the five o - fix men that 

ftuck to him he ran forwards, and clofed with the Governor s Elephant, by 

this 
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this time Muftepha-qhan being near, was feen making figns with both hands 
to his people tofurround him: he was alio heard to cry out: thisis HaibetTtjung 
take care to bring him alive . Hekim Ihah being the foremoft of the critnikn, 
jumped from his horfe, and was making to him with two or three more; when 
he was encountred by three or four, of the fix that were with Mehdy-neflar 
qhan; and they engaged fharply. The Governor by this time was advancing 
with a firm countenance, and {hooting arrows inceffamly : at the fatne 
time "he dilpatched a man to Abdol-aali-qhan, to order him to come im¬ 
mediately to his afiiftancc wkh his whole Brigade. This officer, .as well 
as two or three other commanders more of that part of the intrenchment, 
knew nothing of the works having been carried with daughter and def- 
trudlion; and heanhvered that it was improper i n people upon an intrenchment, 
to mount a horfe : that he was at hispoftwith his brigade; and that if theenemy 
fliould break-in,he would not fail to do his duty. Whtlft he was lppaking,a;&Q* 
ther man came wkh this meflage: whenever my b ufinefisjh all be efit dually done , 
and myfelf Jhall be amongfi the Jlain, of what ufe can your coming be to me then ? 
On hearing thele words, he mounted immediately, and widi a final 1 number 
of men that followed him,he went towards the governor. I was one of that 
final! number, and a few horfemen more; and as we were advancing, we difeo- 
vered Muftepha-qhan retreating, his people in eonfufion flying out of the in¬ 
trenchment, and Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhaii {landing on the parapet, and making 
a great fire of mufquetry and rockets upon a body of RShilias, who with their 
commander mounted on an elephant,were in confufion and flying on all fidesi 
Ahdol-aly-qhanon fight of thus guefled what muft havehappened; and he faid a- 
loud : our mafier has fought fuch a battle , and we, his Soldiers, have beer idle all this 
while ! Having faid thefc few words, lie with the few that flood by him ran,to-, 
wards a Ipot out of the reach of the fire of the intrsnehmenr, where Muftepha- 
qhan with thole about him, was making a ftand, and rallying his people with 
tbehand and voice. But the governor perceiving Abdol-aaly qhan’s precipitation 
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from the parapet, fent him an abfolute command'to come to him immediately; 
and the mcfsenger aikcd him what he meant, by expofing himfelf and the 
few brave men that flood by him, to a certain death, with no prolped of ad¬ 
vantage at all, “ come to me, fays your mafter, aflemble your difperfed peo- 
. « pie, and fee what the Lord of viftory fliall perform for us to day.” Abdol- 
aly-qhan’s friends had been already intreating him to forbear; but he was fo 
afhamed to have done nothing, and fo angry a nd paff onate, that inftead of 
lening to what they faid, he pat his horfe on a gallop: when at that very mo¬ 
ment he was overtaken by the mefienger, and brought back. By this time the 
fun was in the meridian; and the heat had became fo infufferable, that Mufle- \ 
qhan who felt the confequence of it, having confidfcred that numbers of 
his people were wounded, numbers of his braveft friends killed, the reft di- 
(eartned, and fainting with heat; did not think proper to renew the attack; 
but retired.at a flow pace to his camp, which was upon the little P8n-p8n. 
at lefs than'a coffe dittance from the enemy: arrived there, he ordered cannon 
to be planted in the mango-groves, and an mediant fire to be made on the 
intrenchment. 

It was only after this retreat that we learned what had happened before due 
coming-up, and how Muftepha-qhan had been defeated. That general having 
broke in the intrenchment at once, and filled every part of it with confuiion 

and terror, thought that all was over; when the governor, who found himfelf al- 
moft alone, refoived not to furvive his lhame, and advanced towards him, with 
intention to fell his life at a dear rate: he was inceflantly Ihooting arrows from 
his Elephant; and his guards, armed with heavy mufquets, were firing as they 
advanced; as did fome few men on horfe back that followed fome Radjahs, 
and at laft engaged the enemy. Muftepha-qhan, on obferving the Governor, 
pointed to his people who he was, and he ordered that he fhould be brought 
alive: whilft he was yet fpeaking Hekim-fhah, who was one of the braveft and 
the moft zealous of his friends, having di awn after him three or four brave men 
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snore, engaged three or four of the fix that followed Mehdy-nefTor-qhan, but 
foon fell dead of his wounds, as did Dil-fhah another brave who had come to 
hand-blows. Mrftepha-qhan was near now; and the two generals'feemed eager 
to engage each other, when his Elephant man being wounded with a Muf- 
■quet-ball, fell down fprmvling in his blood; and the animal having no driver, 
turned to die left and right, and feemed fo much frightened and out of it\ 
fenfes, that Muftepha-qhan afraid left the animal fhould carry him away ar. 
fnatch the viftory out of his hands, jumped dovvn, and advanced on foot, fal 
in hand, expe&jng that others would follow his example, and foon form a cir¬ 
cle round his perfon with which he might furround the Governor. His ill de¬ 
fray would it fo, that Iris people miftaking his intention, fancied that he 
had fallen down for the fame reafon which had brought down his driver; and 
they fell into confufion immed iately, after which moft of them fled out of the 
intrenchmcnt; and their general after having faid a few words uponfuch a re- 
verfe of fortune, relu&antly followed his people on foot; nor was he thought 
of or Tecollefted, but when he was out of the intrenchment: then only did 
his people think of him, and they brought him a horfe. As by this time his 
people were now in confufion, difperfed, and incapable to hear any com¬ 
mand, he went a little farther, and ordered the mufick to ftrike up in fi gt > 
of victory, in hopes of enticing his troops round his perfon: but they were 
incapable of hearing him, and their general finding all his efforts vain, fol- 
lowed the run ways. The governor feeing the enemy out of intrench- 
ment, rallyed as many of his people as he could, and pa/fed the remainder 

of the day and the whole night on horfe-back, ready to receive the enemy. 

It was at that time, that it became known that Radja Sunder-fing’s brigade, 
after having oppofed the enemy as well as they could, had been broke at 
laft, and overthrown: and that Muftepha-qhan, without minding him 
any more, had gone on, and put to flight Radja Kyiret-chund with his 
brigade; whilft BSlend-qhan having alfo, broke into the intrench- 
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merit, was plundering the tents, and filling every part with terror and. 
confufion: Sunder-fing, Hay, who faw fuch a ftate of things, and not a 
ftandard ftanding, not a fingle pair of colours difplayed, concluded that the 
governor had been killed, and that all was over; and he fled with as many 
of his men, as had ofcaped the fabre. His example was followed by Radja 
Befhen-fing, by Mohammed-djemai, and by feme other commanders of final! 
note, who all turned their backs, and fled: Some took fhelter within die ci¬ 
ty walls, and many more in Djaafer-qhan’s garden and in the groves adjoin¬ 
ing as well as on the water fide; and thus one full half of the intrench- 
ment remained without a man to defend it: nor did there remain even 
a trace of the army-market, and of the tents, colours and ftandards that had 
been ftanding there in the morning: the whole became an empty wafte, as far 
as the eye could reach. The other troops ftationed at that part of the intrench- 
ment thir, jpined the city weftward, feeing fuch a. ftatc of things, left that 
ftation, and turned towards the eaftern part, where Muftepha-qhan was then, 
and where they thought the greateft efforts would be made. The governor, 
•who was every where, and gave his orders every where, paffed the day in 
a fmall incommodious tent pijehed at a finall cliftance from Abdol-aly-qhan’s, 
and die night in that commander’s tent, where he ufed to take fome reft; 
•whilft that commander, with myfetf the laft of men, and Mehdy-neffar- 
•qhan, and Naky-aaly-qhan with fome guards; watched over his perfon. Once 
the Afghans approached by night near the intrenchment, and threw fome 
rockets in it, to try how people were upon their guards, for they intended 
a furprife, But this ftratagem was defeaced by the alertnefs of Mehdy-nei- 
farqhan, who ran every where, and gave order that the troops fliould not 
move from their ftations, butlhould fight in their pofts, without minding any 
thing elfe. This order tranquilifed the troops; and the confufion which was 
already riling, fubfided at once. The next day the enemy cannonaded fo vi- 
gorpufly, that a greatnumber of men and horfes were maimed by-their balls. 
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Thofe that were at fomc diftance within the intrenchment, were'Mng 
moment a horie or a limb; but thofe that were clofe at the foot of it, fuffer- 

ed nothing. For five days together, the cannonade went on at the fanie 

v » w 

rate: thefeventh, which was a Wcdnefday of the month Sefer, the fp«es 
gave notice that tomorrow Muftepha-qhan would decamp, and continue hi* 
march. This advice having engaged the governor to affemble his council, 
he aikecl them what they thought of the intelligence. The wifeft amongft 
them were of opinion that “ Muftepha-qhan was not a man to depart 
“ without trying another engagement: that mean while the troops ought 
to be ordered to get ready to receive the enemy; and that every prepa. 
rative ought to be marie; after which they might wait what fate Would 
produce foi them; but that by all means the vanquifhed troops mufti ■■ 

“ be kept behind the intrench merit, whereas thole that had ftood these 
giound, and fought the enemy, ought to be brought out of it, to take 
" him in flank ” Accordingly, Abdol-aaly-qhan, and Ahmed-qhan Co- 
reifhy, and Sheh-djehan-yar, with Qhadum-hufietn-qhan, aud fome others, 
were put at the head of fo many brigades, that were to march out; and 
Djefvent-nagur and Namdar-qhan Radja of iVIehin, with his three brothers, 
and their regiments, together with the body guards, and Mehdy-nefer- 
qhan, were ordered to attend the governor txtxy where: but thofe that had 
felt the weight of the Afghan Sabre, hkc Radja K> iret-chund, and Zolft-car- 
qhan, and fome others, were ordered to remain with inthe intrenchment. At 
dav break, the Governor made his morning prayer, recommended himfelfto 
God Almighty’s fafe guard, and mounted, followed by Abdol-aly-qhan, who 
had about fifteen hundred horfe with him; the Governor himidf had a thoufand 
more, as well as a thoufand Mufquetecrs preceded a few rocker men and two 
or three fwivels. A little after, Muftepha-qhan’s cavalry appeared out of the 
Mango-groves on the fourh of the intrenchment, wh.lft his artillery was advan¬ 
cing ueflwardi diis beingoLie.vcdby Mehuy-nedar-qhan, he came upancl 
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defired Abdol-aaly-qhan to attend to that manoeuvre “ as it became neceflary 
a to prevent the enemy’s taking poileffion of the mound that retained the 

« waters of the lake: otherwife, added he, if they fucceed in taking pod there- 
1 on it will be impoffibte to fbew one’s ielfiin the plain below, bccaufethey 
« would fire from behind a cover, and we from an open plain.” This advice 
being approved by Abdol-aaly-qhan, he from that moment inclined to 
the left; and the governor went on with the high road, but inclining towards the 
right, at about a gun (hot from the former. Whilfl Abdol-aaly-qhan was ad¬ 
vancing with his brigade, in which I was myfelf, the enemy had already crof- 
fed the plain, turned the mound, and taken poiTeilio.n of that (bong poll,, from 
whence they immediately commenced fifing with their cannon; at the lame 
time MSrteza-qhan, fon to Mufteplja-qhan, alighted from his horfc with a 
large number of men which he ftationed at the right and left of the-port, to 
fupport the cannon: and that general himfelf having doled with the extremity 
of the dyke, (hut up the empty fpace betwixt that extremity and the-high road-, 
and flopped his elephant over againft that of the governor’s, whowas advancing 
on that road. • The empty fpace between the father and fon was immediately 
filled up by a number of brave Afghans, who ranged thcmfelves, {f reight, and 
cut as formidable an appearance as Alexander’s wall (33); from whence with 
theirdong mufquets, they commenceda terrible fire, the diftance between them 
&nd us bein? not above an a rows Idiot, in a litt-e time moit of mote at my 
right and left were wounded and flail*, or had their horfes fprawiing on die 
ground : amongft thefc proved to be one of Abdol-aaly-qhan's beft friends., who 
having loft his horfc, came to requeft my afitftance; I ordered therefore die 
elephant to kneel, and took the man behind my Hiodah; but whilft the ele- 


fj.) Although Quittte-curve U too fond of his tatnyto fayaword of it, - It > PP «n by all the Orient 11, Ion- 
riaos that Uexander built fucha avail betwixt the Shore of the Cif|„an Sea, and the m-uu-ai I Ihat.hat 
fpace of two leagues in .ength, againft the Turks or Scythians : this -all .»* .. this .lay, an. is«- »a 
t»,J, «/, per does tradition Wolf attribute the feuadationol t to any butwai ..ukJor. 
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■phant wnst-rifmg,' a.naafTjuetball came, and fiiruck the man sg&ift, #s»Vl fhcujbt 
klladgoue tferou^JMiivbacty: bWtbv good luc%it had bevft-flaekened by the folds 
•ofhfs girdle, iiid by the tkickrtefs of lift belt'. At that nioroetfi fcarther h*H c&fce 

„ \ y 

which wotiR'-lf. v mein the atm: .it burned and tore off ihe fkfh, but fpaieid tl is 
'•bone. The cii'iver c.'f'Abdo'l-tely^qbaR'-s elephant reedvedtv/o Mufquet balt^ 
'at the fitme time, anti tumbled down,-but didrtot die. • AbdoI-aaly-qI:an defi- 
-rtd Rahinan-alvan, who fat behind itn, to - fiipply the driver’s place, and took 
the driv-er behind, who* be placed-where Rahman-w .-an had been-. The en¬ 
gagement became, hot now- and people fell down every moment: this being 
tlillikcd by one of AIxlol-aali-qltanhr officers, whole name was f believe Mirza 
tereh-oikh, as brave a man as ever fought in a battle, he feledted a fmall num¬ 
ber of rmiiquetcers, and although wounded himfclf in the foot,and hardly able 
to move, he brought them before Abdol-aaly-nhan’s elephant, and was encou- 
ragingand dire&ingthelr fire; but that made by the enemy proved f. hot, that 
our people unable to Hand it, commenced lagging and ikulking behind : fb 
that there remained on the field of battle only about three hundred horfe with 
feme infantry under the command of Abdol-aaly-qhan, Ahmed-qhan-corei{hy, 
Shah djehanyar.and Qhadurn-huliein-qhan. At thisfight Abdol-aaly-qhan fent 
to the governor to inform him that matters went ill with them, and that unlefs 
they were fupported, they would not be able to advance : that hc hoped he 
would come himfclf to his affiftance, as his appearance alone would encourage 
his people to renew their attack; that otherwife whatever was to befall them, would 
happen, but themhebattle would beas good as loft. The governor on this metTuge 
wanted to advance, but was over ruled by Hac^i-ahmed, his father; fo that find¬ 
ing no affiftance come to us,we recommended ourfelves to god, like people that 
could not exped to return from that engagement: at this very time Muftepha- 
qhan on his elephant made his appearance from behind the mound; and we all 
concluded drat the Afghans were coming to an attack: when Fateh-ollah-qhan 
with his mufquciecrsjoined us, and commenced firing; and at tire firftfire he 
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brought down Muftepha-qhan’s- driver, as well as his {bandarti bearer: both „ 
flarv i voi-bearer and fundard rolled together down, and I know not why, but 
4t this 6 he, 1 crytb .out Jtfie have beau* tbem\ Jo 1 kept in God: and I aatpt 
t'riame*,. anfwcretl Abdol-auly-qhan with three other commanders that were 
w.th hnn : at dtefe words they plucked., up frefb .courage, pulhed their ele¬ 
phants forwards, got upon the mound, and finding MSrtcza-qlua, there with 
his Afghans, they engaged them brikly. From- thence wc could defery tliego* 
veraor, who having got rid of his. father, was. advancing in llafte, preceded by 
by a large body of men, who w. h their rockets, wall pieces, and long muf- 
epets, were doing a great deal of execution, whilft marching: this added fpers 
to the courage of all of vis, who were engaged wuh the Afghans, and fight¬ 
ing with the fabre body to body: in which way the bufinefs ofwounding and 
killing went on fo brifkly, that I law in a moment about forty or fifty of the 
braveft Afghans wounded and {lain. At this very moment, a rifing zephir 
of victory was fpreading over'the Governor’s ftandard ; and in fad that 
yephir" proved to be the wind itfelf, which being wefterly, fliifred at once 
to the eaft, and blew all that fmoke and duft in the enemy’s face. At this 
critical moment, a mufquet ball entered Muftepha-qhan s eye, and went out 
at his ear; and that general fell on his face in fuch a manner, that his people 
took him for d&aJ, loft courage, and fell into confufion, and at laft fled on 
all Gdes. MSrteza-qhan feeing his father's elephant returning towards the 
Afghan camp, guetfed the reafon of fuch a retreat; and lofing courage, he 
quitted the field like wife. It muft be obferved that as Mufteplia-qhan had 
always looked with a left invidious eye both on the prince of the faithful, (on 
whom be peace and grace for ever ( 34 ); and on tho!c that loved him, he no • 
received his punition in his right eye, and was punifhed as he defei v :d. 1 lie 

/ . .) The Pru.ce of the faithful for the author « Aaly, and thofe who love him are the Shy .hs, who neve- fail 
toafcnhs fentinv-uts of enmity and averfionto every one of tlaofe who do not chufe to jo.n them 
Ohule raid curfcMSainft the there Emperors that preceded Aaly : whereas the Sumtres KfpeS him **» 
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governor having fir ft profirated himfelf on the ground with Abdo! mlil 
chan and Tome other commanders, in acknowledgement of this vidory, he 
ordered the enemy to 'be purfued flowly; and at the lame time he commanded 
die mufick to pldy in token of vi&bry. 'Flic troops had orders to march ja 
order, as the enemy hai rallied by ciits ime, arid was retreating with-a ftcady 
pace, without the the lead appearance of dflnay or confufion. But as they 
had their wives and families with them, and a deal of baggage, befides when¬ 
ever the carts or lumpier beads w ere flopped by any impediment,two or three 
thoufand of them would flop at the fame time with a deal of compofme,wkh. 
out ever offering to advance a foot, "until every thing was let to t ight again,and 
then only th’cr recommenced their march; but-wtih annndaunted countenance* 
that did not look like that of vanquilhed foes. This countenance of their’s, 
having made intpreflion on the governor, he recommended to his men, only 
to follow' the enemy* without betraying too much eagernets. And thus they 
were advancing flowly, and at the rate ofone cofTe in five hours time, flop¬ 
ping each time when the enemy flopped, and playing their -mufiek; and they 
continued in this manner, until the enemy’s duft could be no more deferied. 

In the evening, news came that Muflepha qhan’stroops had encamped at the 
refer voir called Mfety-pSr, about- which fpor the general having given -fome 
fignsof life,they defeended him from his elephant,and put.I nintO'h»palekcyj 
in which he recovered his fenfesfd far, as toalk bow matters went, ami being 
told, he expreffed a regret at thofc-repeated reverfes of fortune. As-loon as 
the enemy was feen encamped, the governor returned to- his tent, where he 
received the congratulations and nuzurs of his officers, on whom he bellowed 
encomiums according to their refpedlivc tanks and merits, fo that every one 
was fatisfied. As to me, he embraced me heartily, and loaded me with ca¬ 
rdies and compliments, probably becaufe I was the oltlcfl among them. 1 he 
Mtay faffed the night under arms; in the morning intelligence was received 
that Muftepha-qhan had marched on; upon which the govenor marched im¬ 
mediately 
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immediately, and encamped at the very place which the enemy had left : the 
next day the Afghans marched to Nobetp8r ftill followed by us, who kept them 
company from ftage to. ftage, until they came to Muhabbet-Aaly-p8r. 

It was at this place that letters came from Aali-vcrdi-qhan, announcing 
his being arrived at Azimabad, where however he could make but a fliort 
Hay, ** as Muftepha-qhan had exhorted Rhdgo-dji-bhoflah to make an irrup- 
« tion into Bengal, a country in which, faid he, he apprehended they would 
«• prove too hard both for the uncle and nephew. It is then important, 
“ added the Letter, that you do put a finifhing hand to Muftepha-qhan, as 
“ you have commenced him; and that I fhould depart for MSrfhSdabad to 
« provide againft the Marhattas, in foch amanner, as to render a junction of 
" thole two enemies, importable.” On receipt of this letter, the Governor 
left the command of his army to Abdol-aaly-qhan, with Mehdy-ncflur-qhan 
under bis orders; and taking that general’s Palcky,with an additional number 
of chairmen, he marched alt night, and at day-break,he found him felt neai his 
uncle’s encampment : a little after, he payed his refpe&s, and followed him 
for a few days; after which he borrowed Seradj-eddoSlah from him, and re¬ 
turned to his army. But hardly was he departed, when on the fecond day Aa- 
li-verdi-qhan altered his mind; and thinking it beft to get rid firft of the ene¬ 
my neareft at band, he turned weftward and joined his nephew; and both con¬ 
tinued purfuing tlie enemy, as far as Zcmaniah, a town on the (hore of the 
of the Ganga, over againft Ghazy-p8r: which latter is of AbSl-manfBr-qhan s 
government, and inhabited as well as Zemaniah by Afghans. 1 he town was fee 
on fire and plundered; and intelligence coining that Muftepha-qhan had reti¬ 
red to Chunar-ghur, a famous fortrefsin thofe parts, the uncle and nephew put 
an end to their purfuit, and returned towards Azimabad, from whence the for¬ 
mer continued his route to Bengal to be there in time againft the incur fion of 

the Marhattas. 

This retreat afforded Muftepha-qhan leifure to repair liis artillery and his arms, 
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to cure liis woundedy and to afiemble recruits and auxiliaries from all parts. , 
The Governor did the fame on his. fide in Azimabad, and employed his time 
in recruiting his army, gaining the hearts of his foldiery j V quiefing the minds of 

'V V ' , , \ 0 .* 

the luilbandmcn, cheriflimg the farmer, and making every military prepay 
tio-ivfor the enfuing campaign. . . 

As to Aali-vercli-qhanhe made only a flay of a few daysatDjaafef-qhan's gar¬ 
den, to finifh fome affairs of urgent necefiity, and from thence he departed for 
Bengal. He had fome time before difpatched Muruam-qhan, a gentleman of 
eloquer.ee and abilities, as his Embaflador to Rhagogi-bhofflah; and -having 
now left with his nephew a commander of importance called Rehem-qhan, 
with his whole brigade,he purfued his route. Ediago-dji was already on his march, 
and he had entered the plains of Bardcvan, when Munaam-qhan overtook 
him, and propofed to compromife matters by an agreement; but as the Mar¬ 
ietta Prince imagined that the projx>fal arofe from mere necefiity, lie. a feed 
lefs than three Corors of Rupees for his forbearance. Aali-verdi-qhan, who 
was only endeavouring [to gain time, fpnn out the negociation by a variety 
of delays and artifices for two months and a half together, in which timeRha- 
go-dji did not move : and matters went on flowly, until news arrived of the 
defeat and death of Muftepha-qhan; and this event having put it in Aali-vcr- 
di-qhan’s power to rejeft Rhago-dji’s unreafonable demands; the nco- 0 - 
ciatlon was broke oft', and he immediately put himfclf at the head of his 
army: but we referve a detail of this campaign and negociation for the follow¬ 
ing flreets, in which we fliall mention the total defeat and death of Mufte¬ 
pha-qhan. 

B y this time the dry fcafon drew to an end, and the rainy one was -going to 
fet in, when the Governor hearing of Mnftepha-qhan’s preparatives,quitted die 
city and advanced toroeethim, refclved to make an end of that obftinate enemy. 
This general had in hisfojourn at -Chunar-gur made fo good life of the mo¬ 
ney he was pofl'efled of, that he had aflembled about hi superior! a great num¬ 
ber 
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•^er of Rohillas, with whom he let out for the province ot Azim-abad, forefee- 
ing that the rains would,-be foon at hand, and that Rhago-dji would not be fo 
carb'-iin,. thofe parts. ,His intention was to take up his quarters in the Scr- 
Cas or diftrkft of Sftah-ahad where, he knew that the Zemindars of the country 

and cfpecially DabS-advant-fing, and the Zemindar of Djug-difp8r, were dif- 

* #• 

iatisfyed withthe government; but he alfo intended to fight: convinced that 
if he camcto gain a confidcrable advantage, every thing would follow vido- 
ry; and if he fliould chance to be killed, he would be rid of all his troubles: 
for by this time his money drew to an end. But he knew that fliould the Go. 
ve’rnor on account ot his apprehenflons from the Maihattas, delay his depar¬ 
ture from his capital,the river Sohon would fwell by the next rains,and would 
become an effedual bar to his advancing towards the Afghans: by which event 
himfelf .(Muftepha-qhan) would be at full leifure to come to an underftand- 
jjjgr vndi the Zemindars of the Shah-abad, and would be enabled to quarter 
bis army there and to colled all the re venues of that diftrid. He concluded there¬ 
fore that recruited byfuchgood quarters, andfupplied with money, he would have 
it in his power to wait for Rhago-dji; or fliould that general be already about 
M8tfli8dabad,this would afford to himfelf time enough to repair thither,and to 
effed a jundion ; after which’he reckoned that, a good account might be given 
of Aali-verdi <^an. He knew likewife that good recruits might be found in 
the Marhatta camp, for his own troops, and was refolved to take his chance, 
happen what it would. 

All thefe projeds were overfet by the governor, who gueffed at 

every one of them by the mere keennefs of his genius, and refolved to 

. be beforehand with his enemy He fet out immediately with an army 

of fourteen thoufand hoife, having with him two new officers of diftinc- 

tion namely, Shch-din-mahmed, a relation of Ser-bSlend-qhan’s, (the fame 

v whom Seif-qhan, Governor of PSraniah had lent to his uncle’s afliftance,) 
* 

and Rehem-qhan the Rohillah,another officer whom Ali-verdi-qhanhad left 
with his whole brigade, as .a man of courage and condud. The governor,-attar a 
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few days march, forded the Sohon ; and! the fccond day, he reached the 
plain, which is near DjugdefpSr, where he encamped in an open ground that 
had a little river in front; and as the enemy was no-w vefy near, the Arraiaad- 
army pafled that whole day under arms, and at night part c£ it only was &- 
wake. The Governor himlelf pafled the greatefl part of the night in putting, 
up prayers to the fupreme judge of d if pares; and at day-break, having finish¬ 
ed his morning prayer, he mounted his elephant, and ranged his army in 
battle array. His father Hadji-ahmed infifted on their making ufe of the 
fame method that had fucceeded fo well lately, to wit, entrenching themfelves, 
and fighting the enemy from behind a rampart: but this advice was vigour- 
oufly Oppofed by Mehdy-neflar-qhan and fome other commanders of approv¬ 
ed valor and condudl, who argued in this manner, “ the firft time, faid they r 
we were beaten, and the enemy was our conqueror; but now the feales are 
“ turned ; he has been beaten, and we are his conquerors. If we follow the 
** advice of retrenching ourfelves,we give him the very advantage he is defi- 
** rous to have; the rainy feafon is at hand : and we fhall in confeqnence of 
“ fucli a dilatory warfare be f >on obliged to return to the city ; whereas he 
“ fhall remain on the other fide of the Sohonj and prote&ed by this mighty 
" river, be fhall enjoy the revenues of one full half of the province; (and we 
“ doubt very much whether the other half is fo rich;) but thy is not ail : at * 
“ the end of the rains you fhall find ycur enemy ftronger than ever by his 
“ jundion with the Marhattas.” This advice being that which the Gover¬ 
nor approved in his heart, he ordered Abdol-aali-qhan, who commanded his 
vanguard or firfl line to march flowly, as if to look out fora place to entrench 
himfelfibut with injunction to fall immediately upon the enemy the moment he 
ihoulJ iee him deluded into fome Security, fo asto keep him engaged until he 
fhould come-up himfelf. This order was executed with no lefs ability than it had 
been conceived. We had hardly advanced at fome diftance, when we per¬ 
ceived Muliepiia-qhan dividing his army in two parts, one of which he led 
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himfelf to a&ion, whilft he gave the other to B8lend-qhan: and this 
lift officer was advancing, when a bail of a cannon coming from be* 

. Mhd us, ftr'ack the-elephant he mounted, and brought him down: im¬ 
mediately a fluduation was perceived in his corps; which being perceiv¬ 
ed by Muftepha-qhan he advanced himfelf with his divifion, and all fell 
fabre in hand, like a ftorm of lightning and hail upon Da8d-qhan, who 
was advancing and firing with the field pieces under his command. In an in- 
ftant the Afghans put to flight the troops that attended him; but that officer 
difdaining tolly, flood his ground with feventeen men that did not quit him, 
and he fell in the field of braves, leaving an honourable name behind. On 
fight of Da8-qhanYfate,the troops which wereadvancing to his affiftance,flopped 
fhort, and fled to a man; and Muftepha-qhan having trampled this flying bo¬ 
dy under his foot,turned upon Qhadum-h8fiein-qhan, on his left; and a lharp 
engagement enfued between,them, in which Qhadum-hftflein-qhan fell dead 
with fifty orfixty of the braveft that fought by his fide. Abdol-aaly-qhan obfer- 
vingthat the army was intimidated by fo much daughter, refolved to make a 
Hand with afinallbody that had not quitted him; and as the arttillery impeded 
the ground, and the oxen linked together, hindered his palling, he ordered the 
ropes that held, them to be cut afundcr; after which he went forwards, and 
was joined by Metdy-neffar-qhan with five or fix gentlemen more amongft 
whom was Naky-aali-qhan my brother, who had been forfaken by his people : 
theie fix heroes fwore they would fhareour fate: and a moment after, Sheh- 
djehati-yar and Radja Sunder fing, who were behind with a dozen of troopers, 

joined us. This body was loon reinforced by Rehem-qhan the Rohilla, who 
made his appearance from the right with fifteen and fixteen men armed with 
fpears. Abdol-aaly-qhan then findinghimfelf fo luckilyreinforced,advanced to¬ 
wards Muftepha-qhan, as did the latter towards him. At his critical moment, 
and whilft we were advancing, a mulket ball coming from I know not what 
quarter, bitted Muftepha-qhan in the heart, and went through and through his 
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body : but oy uus time our fa:^11 troops had exerted themfelves fo bravely 
that die ground was ftrewed with his dead and wounded. The reft feeing their 
general flam, and fuch a daughter about his elephant, did not thirtfc it proper 
to contend any more,and fled every oneashismind prompted him: e/enhis fcq 
that brave intrepid foldier, hearing of his father’s death, turned about and fled: 
the Governor arriving at this time,ordered Hafhem-aaii-qhan, his gentleman 
uftier to get up on the elephant and to bring down Muftcpha^qhan’s head; 
and this having been done, it was immediately fixed on a fpear, and feat through 
the ranks: after which it vvasfent totheEmpcror(Mahtped-ihah),buthisbody 
fent to Azimabad, with orders to commit it to the earth, after having carried 
it through the market and through the principal flreets. i he order was going to 
be executed, but the inhumation was oppofed by Mir-malmied-mergefhy, one 
of the mod illuftrious Seyds, born at Sh8fler, in Iran (35): a perfonage. remar¬ 
kable for his piety and virtue, who had once undertaken to bring about a pacifi¬ 
cation between the two parties. This gentleman affirmed that he had feen in a 
drearn the Prince of Saints, AalyMZrteza (36) giving him orders to fluke that ini- 
ini cal Afghan with a fibre; and as he did not obey infianily, his ALijeJly had taken 
the fibre hwfleif, and fmil ttd him tzvice and a half upon bis own lotus. 1 he holy 
man hearing that the Afghan’s body had been fevered from his head, and 
would be committed to the earth, after having been rollca mrough the city,, 
fattened to an elephants foot, faid that he was forty for it; for according to his 
dr earn 9 his body tvas frfl to be cut in tivo,and then only buried. Thcfe words ha¬ 
ving been reported to the governor, he otdered the body to be cut in two, and 
one part to be hung at the weftern gate, and the other at the eaftern; and this 
order having been executed, after a deal of time his members became offen- 
five, and having been let down, each part was-buried where it had been hang- 

(3;) This Sh8ftcr ii called SSi's in regifters } and is the Sufa of the Greeks, one of the ancient Capitals of the Pc>- 
fiatt Empire. 

(36) Aaly’s title is M%rima or the pleating and agreeable, he being with Mabojwjt the only living man itientioiv- 
lathe Coxae,- Mahomet’* title is Muftepha, that is tlic. klaCL • 
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tng. M8rtcza-qhan, who wbdft others wereyet fighting, had quitted the field 
wich numbers that follqWed him, probably had remembered the Poet’s faying 
' </ Better to live merry>ith a living frieud, than to be weeping over the body of a dead on?. 

He thought fo himfelf, and made the bcfl of his way out of that feene of daugh¬ 
ter, after wfiich he took fhelter in the mountains: but Yafta-qhan, brother to 
Muftepha-qhan’s confort, was taken prifoner, and after a few days confine¬ 
ment, was.difmiffed with a prefent of wearing apparel, and fome money 
to bear his cxpences to- his home. Dil-lhir-qhan, fin to Shitnfliir-qhan s 
lifter, and younger brother to Morad-fhir-qhati, having received three 
wounds, one of which was by a mufket ball which travelled his body at the 
navel, had fallen fenfelefs on the ground, and he was reputed dead : when 
the governor puffing that way, recollected that he had been his play-fellow in 
his childhood; and obferving figns of life in him, he ordered him to be plac¬ 
ed on his Palcky and carried to his tent, where able Chirurgeons were or¬ 
dered to attend him : but to no purpofe: the wounds proving paft rente ry 
he expired the third day. Aalcf-qhan, fon in law to Serdar-qhan, was one of 
tlaofe who fled with. M3rteza-qhan, and faved his life- The governor after 
having returned his humble acknowledgements to God Almighty for fo fig- 
nal a viftory, alighted in Mnftepha-qhan’s tent, where he received the ref- 
pedsand nuzu.^ofhis commandos and officers: at night lie retired to 
Abdol-aali-qhan, my uncle's tent, where he took pieafure in expatiating 
with many encomiums upon his heroic,al valor, and the eminent n v - no 
had in the vi&ory ; and as Muftepha-qhan’s elephant, ftandard, and kettle¬ 
drum, had been feized by Abdol-aali-qhan, after the battle, tire governor,, 
having ordered the mufick. to play, requefted him to keep the whole; and 
in his letters of congratulation to the Viceroy his grandfather, he requefted ni* 
intereftac court, to the end that the above iufignia might be con turned 
to his friend. The Viceroy hearing of the fignal luccefs, obtained by his 

tnephew's alertnefs and WaVery, and informed of the eminent lhare winch 
. .W Abdol-aali-qliant 
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Abdol-aali-qhan, his relation had in it, feat to each of them an eleplianr, a 
rich Qhylaat, a poniard, and a fabre with a hilt of §old enriched with }e- 
wcls. The two heroes hearing of thefe tokens of apptabation s went out' 
of the city to Djaafer-qhan’s garden to receive the prefents with the ttf- 
ual demonilrations of refpeft on fuck occafions; and having their Qhy- 
laats on, they made a profound bow towards Bengal, and then mounted to¬ 
gether to make their entry into the city of Azini-abad, with a great deal of 

pomp and magnificence. Tn a couple of months after, a kettle-drum and 

» 

ftandard came from the Emperor for the brave Abdol-aali-qhan. 
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J S ECTION VI. 

' Of the' Ssi-s MwAatERiN, or a Review oj Modern Times, 
Contents of the Sixth Section. 

The government of Srefagiven to a Gentoo, who is bubbled out of his pofi by 
the Fakirs in the Marhalta Rhago-dns inter efi—Vigorous anfwer given by 

■ Adi-verdi-qhan to the Marietta propofals—Rhago-dji rejoins—the refuged 
Afghans refined and taken into pay by the Marhattas—A coolnefs and then a jkarp 
dialogue between the governor of Azimabad and Abdol-aaly-ahan—Af/oarp ac¬ 
tion between Aali verba qhan and the Marhattas—Another action in which 
Dofi-mahmed-qhan, a new man, difiinguijhes himfilf—Tbe Marhattas over¬ 
thrown at Cama with great jlaughter ,—Aali-verdi-qhan tired of the war— 
Treachery in the Afghans of the Bengal army, differed—He celebrates the 
nuptials of his two grand fins, Seradj-ed-ddSla and Ceram-ed-d'oZla—Some ac¬ 
count of Mirza-yredj-qhan, father-in-law to Seradj-ed-doZlah—Some account 
of Mir-cibra,—Mir-I)jaafer-qhan and Ala-ollah-qhan confpire againfi Aali-ver- 
di-qhan—The confpiracy dtfeovered and punijhed—The Marhattas defeated a 
fourth time—The governor of Azimabad afpires to independence, and takes the 
disbanded Afghans in his pay-Who confpire againfi him-,And murder him.— 
The Afghans fpread throughout the city, which they plunder. The murderers 
refolved to /land their ground againfi Aah-verdi-qhan.—AjfeSUngfpeech of the 
latter to his troops—He provides for his capital, and marches to Azimabad— 
Brave defeM^mafe by Din-mahmed—The Marhattas join the Afghans at Azi¬ 
mabad.—Tret rations of the latter againfi them.—Battle of Ban, near Azima¬ 
bad, where the murdering generals are all /lain, and their troops put to the 
/word.—The Viceroy fends for the Ladies of the Afghan generals, and treats 
them with the utmfi decency—His extreme delicacy andgcnerofity on their ac¬ 
count. 


T muft be remembered' thar Aaii-verdi-qhan had borne his part in thefecond 
campaign againfi: Muftepha-qhan; and it was then, that intelligence came to 
camp of Rhago-dji Bhofflah’s having invaded the Srefl’a. 1 his ijw ifion was 
brought about in the.following manner: AbdoI-refSl-qhan governor of ■jiC.ix 
had payed fo much regard to the rupture between his uncle and Aali-verdi- 

qharuastouuithis poll,and to go over with his whole brigade coMuftepha-qhan’s 
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a'Bilancc. Me had left the govcmncnt to a Niib or s deputy of his, which he 
appointed, without however meddling with Radja D^lobram, who had been 
appointed his agent-general by the Viceroy, and wasfon td..a prime mtmfter t 
effourfeon the governor’s defertion, the government defolved on this Gentoo> 
to whom the . Patent and infignia of Governor came from M8rfli8dabad fooa 

V / 

liter. But DBlobram was unfit for fuch an office: fcrupuloufly .Attached to 
his religious practices, he was much addifled to the company of Brahmans 
andSanyaflces,(37) or Gentoo Fakyrs, who intircly governed him; whereas he 
feenled averfe to the chmpany of hi* militery officers, mod of whom were 
Mufuimen; arid it Is obfervable that moil of thofe Sanyafl'ees were Rhago-djb 
Lhofllah’s fpies ; who thereby receiving frequent intelligence of Dolobram’s 
eonremptible condiu 3 :,atid of the weaknefs of his goverment, created his fcheme 
upon that knowledge. He was confirmed in his rcfolution by letters which 
he then received from Muflcpha-qhan, who invited him to a community of 
kiterefts and warfare; the Muhatta Prince, who fince his general’s murder, 
was like ari untrodden lhake, retired within its hole, from whence he watched 
the moment of revenge, looked upon this invitation as on a particular interpo- 
lit ion from heaven m his behalf: putting himfclf therefore at the headof four¬ 
teen thotifand hbrfe; he thatched towards Bengal) crofled the mountainous 
trads betwixt his dominions and Srefla, and arrived on luv frontiers of that 
country: whtKl DSlobrarrr, meanly bufyVith his Sanyaffces on the (hore of 
flic river, was kept in fo gfofs an ignorance, that the enemy was clofe upon 
him, before he had fufpeded any thing of the matter. Mir-abdol-aziz, that 
worthy officer, and venerable Seyd of Semana, of whom we have iome while 
ago made mention, had fome how got intelligence of the enemies being dole 

(37) Thefe Fakyrs either go intircly nakco, or juft cover their privitie?, and no more, if penitent. Theri- 
arc fome otlrers, \sfto live in troops together, and are confide tabic merchant mircbing in droves, and kcep:ng 
n ieces and bandittces alliltanCc : they vm ar aturbant. j piece of linen round their loins, and a kind of Dopar 
l ®i which occasionally covers tne wi ole body: all that n of a faint brick colour. That they have no wo* 
men among them ic Ives, is certain; but it is uni vcrully repotted that they are not icrupuioys on another article 
infinitely mure crimuul. 
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in lat '.and; and on the firft intelligence, he got upon his horfe, and went to 
court immediately wklvabout twenty troopers, that were at hand, givingorders 
■' $ his people to nyiftnt, and follow hint without lofs of time: being arrived 

at DSlobratn’s door, he found that he was aUccp yet, and knew nothing of the 
Marhattas; and a full hour more was fpent in waiting for his rifing : meari- 
while a general uproar having rifen throughout the city of Catec, people 
begin to fly and provide for their faiety; It was then, and not fooncr, that 
DSlobram being awakened, came out half naked, and without a turbant* 
and in that condition, got into his Paleky, with intention to take flicker in 
the caftle of Bhara-Bhaty, which was not far off. Mir-abdol-aziz was 
following him with the troops that were with him: they were advancing 
\ together, when at feme diflance, but (till within die city, he flopped a while to 
' f ,lk to one of his men, and on turninghis head about, he faw feme Marhat- 
L troopers bufy in ftripping people, and DSlobram on foot, endeavouring to 
fcuifc about fume ruined houfes; on fight of this, he ran forwards, and iciz- 
fcg him by the arm, he reproached him with his cowardice. “ Why dre you 
.‘flightned, cryed he, and why do you render yourfclf Contemptible ? get 
,< upbn this horfe, and follow me: thefe are no more than people intent on 
.< plunder and fee: believe me, there is time yet to retire into the Caftle, 
«C and afliilcu that I will not leave you here." DSlobram, recoveung 
from his fright, mounted upon his horfe, and was immediately furrounded by 
the officer’s troopers, who carried him fafe to the gate of die caftle. Mean- 
while feme of DSlobram’s foldiers joined him, as did feme detached foldiers 
f,oni the other corps by a few at a time; fo that in a little ime he found 
bimfelf with a good number of troops in and about the forrrefs. But Rh.t- 
gp-djt arriving a little after, befieged the caftle immediately ; and DSlobram 
was how frightened in eafneft; and being informed alfo diat Aah *-‘ L - 
^han. his under was gone on an expedition againft Muftepha-ohan, he yield. 
td to the intreaties and fuggeftions of the Sanyaffees, who propofed to me.h- 
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ate an agreement; and,he.relolved to .Rjake Mmfclf eafy, as he wanted no more 

than his-life. With this view he held a confutation with his commanders and 

* 

officers: fome of thefe out of compliment to their governor, voted for an i’tji-: 
mediate furrender; and fome thought it was too late to make any effe&ual 
refinance in fo unprepared a Ration: But they were oppofed by Mir-Abdol-- 
astir and fome others, who thought fuch a furrender dillionorable ;o their 
mailer Ali-verdi-qhan, and difgracefui to themfel ves; and they were for fight¬ 
ing and defending the place. DSlobrnm inclined to an agreement; and he was 
deluded into it by his Sanyaffees at laid. After many days conferences DSJo- 
bram came out of the fortcrefs, and went to pay a vifit to the Marbatta 
prince, accompanied by all hts commanders and officers, and even by a 
brother of Mir-Abdol-aziz, who came out with ten or twelve of his men. 
But that commander himfoif, with three or four hundred of his foldiers, re- 

mained in the Fort, together with a number of towns men who - had taken 

% \ ' 

Shelter in it. DSlobram after his vifit, wanted to return home; but was pre¬ 
vented by the Marhatta, who objedled to his returning in the heat of the 
day, and defired his accepting of an entertainment prepared in a tent fet-up 
for his taking fome reft : he alfo diftributed the governor’s officers amongft 
liis own commanders, recommending their being handfomely ufed and en¬ 
tertained, like fo many guefts. The.officers feeing an enc hainment fpread 
for them, foon layed down their arms, loofened their girdles, and having 
partaken of the entertainment, they retired to take fome reft; but on their 
waking-up they found themfel ves prifoners and in confinement; and every 
one of them repented,but too late,of his credulity. On hearing of this treachery 
■ ! .Ir-Abdol-aziz affirmed, the command of the fortrcls, and prepared for its 
defenfe. The prince difappointed, lent him his own brother, to perfuadc 
him to a furrender; and this brother was accompanied by envoys which Dole- 
bram himfelf had fent to liis people for the fame purpofe. Abdol-aziz an- 
i'.vered his own brother in thefe terms: « Sir, tell Rhago-dji that atprefeht- 
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* c I have neither brother nor mailer : we are fatvants to one lord, who is 
“ Aali-verdi-qhan the formidable in war* Some ungrateful cowards have 
wgone'aver to you, and liftened to your words,'but as for us, we fhall de- 
u feud this fortrefs, as becomes faithful foldiers, and as long as breath fhall re- 
ii main in our bofoms; and this isoiirlaftrefolution.” The brave commander 
proved as good as his word; and for a month and fome days, he fuftained a 
vigorous fiege. Thefe events were taking place, at the very time when the 
Viceroy of Bengal recalled by the felicitations of Nevaziih-mahmed-qhan, his 
nephew, who announced Rhago-dji's invafion in the' Srefla, had quitted his ex¬ 
pedition of Azim-abad, to return to Bengal. Although he heard of DSlobramfs 
being entrapped, and of Abdol-aziz’s (till defending himfelf, yet he forbore 
moving to his afliftance, as he wanted to manage Rhago-dji, and had fent to 
him a gentleman, lately come from Dehly, called Munaam-aali-qhan a perfoa 
of eloquence and abilities. Rhago-dji, aferibing fucli an unexpefted ftep 
to confciouswcaknefs, anfwered “ that he could not return home, unlefe he was 
complimented with three corors of rupees.” The Viceroy embairaiTed in his 
circumrtances, fpun out the negociation to a length, until hearing of Mullc- 
pha-qhan’s defeat, he firft of ajl returned his humble acknowledgement to God 
Almighty, and then taking another ftile with the Marhatta Prince, he turned a 


Vig aur.ous mef- 
fagefentby Al¬ 
ii-vcnUqhim to 


new leaf with 4ii ,p,jnd lent him the following meflage : an agreement brought 
about by dint of money.is the effehl of either impotence,or fome great hope: as to the firft, 


the 

propofol* 


I inform you that by God's blejfing 9 the intrepid warriors, thofe lions avide of Jlaugh - 
ter and blood, are more covetous than ever of another engagement zvithyou, and more 

defir ous of fighting than hunters are of getting at their prey. And as to the fecond 

* 

article, Imufi tell you, that they cannot expehl any benefit from entering into a treaty i 
with fo unfortunate and fo ill fated a commander as you : matters fending thus, the 
agreement you expect cannot be brought about but by a battle, when the lions giddy 
with the fumes of an approachingJlaughter, fhallfwitn over the bloody plain , fail 
drag the Crocodiles of Barar to theJlaughter , and tinge the element With Jlreams of 
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ihilr blood: theft and not Joonef, 'whoever /hall lave obtained we vialory, Will have it 
in his power to propofe an agreement to bis own mini. Rhago-dji on receiving 
this meffage, refolutdy anfwe.eJ in thefe words: “ I am ccine from a thousand 
st cofles diftance to encamp in this corner of the dominions of your majeftu* 
“ ous highnefs, (59) and do not fee that you have as yet moved fo little 
“ as a hundred codes to receive your guefts. ” This anf.vcr produced 
the following reply: “ What you obferve is nothing but truth; however 
“ the realon is that the rainy feafon is at hand: pleafe therefore to ta^e 
££ fome reft; and reft aifured that fo foon as that feafon is over, I (hall 
“ not only move to meet you, as my gueft, but fl'.all have the politenefs 
“ to reconduA you as far as your own home.’’ Rhagodji after this mefiixge 
advanced towards Birbohom where he took up his quarters; from hence 
by parties he brought under his power the whole province of Srcifti as far as 
MidnipSr and Hedjly, together with great part of the Bardevan. All this while 
the brave Mir-Abdol-aziz was defending the fortrefs of Bhara-bhaty; but the 
place being ill furnifbed for a long defence, and above all wanting provifions, 
lie agreed to furrender it on condition of having hisperfon, honor, and bag¬ 
gage fafe, as well as that of his people; and that none of them fliould be forced 
to take party with the Marhattas. This treaty was mfured by a paper fent 
him by Rbago-dji under his hand and feal, and under the h —ds and feals of 
all his principal commanders, who figned as guarantees to the performance 
of the articles: on thele conditions he furrendered the fortrefs; and after hav¬ 
ing tarried a few davs in the IVIarhatta camp, he took his icavc of tne Mar- 
hatta prince, and went to M8rfli8dabad. DSlobram remained a prifonci 
one full year, or even fome months more; nor was he releafed but by die me 
diation of fome Bankers, who paid a ranfom of three lacs of rupees for him 
after which he returned to MSrfhSdabad, where die Viceroy repayed the mo 
ney to his father, a minifter with whofe faithful fervices he was perfectly fat is- 
bed. 

foy) Ua habct-djuugj or the; majeilucus iu batU$j» wm the title which the Viceroy went by, 
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"Wiiilst the MarhattajPrince was encamped in ihe Birbohnm, Acre -came Tet¬ 
ters and petitions from MSrteza-qhan and BSlend-qhan, and the other Afghan 
■officers who had taken (belter in the mountains of Mac ri-cogh after the lofs of 
the battle. The Zemindars of thofe parts had (uffered them to build themfelves 
Buts in thofe mountains, but caft a wifhful eye upon fome of thofe things 
which thofe refugees had been able to bring with them : on the other hand, 
the Zemindars of Sarferam, named Pahluvan-fing, and Sot-hur-fmg had re¬ 
ceived letters from the governor of Bahar, which recommended their taking 
care, that thofe refugees fhould not find means to efcape. But by this time, 
the Afghans tired with living in a country infefted with mynadcs of fnakes and 
ants, and to exift like men buried alive, had of themfelves repeatedly written 
in the humbled terms to Rhago-dji, to fupplicate “ his taking the trouble of 
« coming to their afiiftancc; and they promifed, in cafe oftheir being delivered 
from then loathfome habitations, to addidt their whole lives to his fervice, 
** without quitting his ftaiidards, unlefs difmified.” They added, “ that they 
“ would ever keep chat favour of his as a ring hanging at their ears, and 
** would carry all their lives on their fhoulders the trappings of attachment 
« and fincerity.” Rhago-dji finding his advantage in attaching to his perfon 
and caufe fome thoufand Afghans, all old foldiers, equipped at all points, 
iet out for Bci'pob’an a little before the end of the rains, and taking his 
route over the mountains of that country, and through the hills and vallics 
of Carrick-p8r, he in his way acrofs the province of Azim-abad, facked 
and plundered the town of Ticcary and Sheh-pSra, with thsir whole ter¬ 
ritory: after which he forded the Sohon, went into the hills of Sarferam, and 
delivered the Afghans from their mifery; he then delcended into the plain, 
and encamped at Arvel. Iu is army by rite junction of the Afghans, amoun¬ 
ted now to full twenty thoufand horfe. Immediately after him, Aali-verdi- 
‘ qhan arrived at Azim-abad at the head of twelve thoufand horfe, all old 
foldiers, determined’to put an cr.d to his quarrel with the Marhattus. His 
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nephew, the Governor of the Province went out to a great diftance to meet 
lum; and had the honor of biffing his uncle’s footfteps; after which he remain¬ 
ed fom« time in camp, Aali-verdi-qhan having been plcafed to fpend fome 
days in enjoying his relations, kinfmen, and friends. 

Ant r here it mull be mentioned that fome months before his arrival, a 
coolnefs and indifference had taken place between the Governor of Azim* 
abaci and Abdol-alhqhan ; and the coolncfs increafing, their faces had been 
obfeured with the duft of fb much difeontent and difguft, that die former 
love and union had been fucceeded by reparation and diftance. The fub« 
jeft was a certain note which the Governor had written to Abdol-ali-qhan, in 
which were fome fHarp expreflions, the purport and fenfe of which was this: 

My brother Radja Kyret-ctiund, has received wounds in the battle againft 
Muftepha-qhan, and has rendered many ferviccs: and what has done your 
Lordfliip, that you fhould require fb much gratitude at my hands, and 
Require it as your due? w Abdol-ah-qhan lliocked at the drift of th t 
note, abftaincd from going to court; but on the Viceroy’s arrival, who was 
his maternal unde, lie refolved to attach himfelf to him, after having 
quitted tht governor’s fervice, he intended henceforward to fpend the re¬ 
mainder of his life in that Prince’s court, and to follow him to M8rfh8- 
dabach With this view, he once after dinner, remained onpurpofe in the Prin¬ 
ce’s tent where there were then only a few perfons, fuch as Hadji-ahmed; his 
fon the Governor, and myfelf: and finding the moment favourable, he brought 
the difeourfe upon himfclf, and mentioned his intention: obferving that he 
had now given up all his connections at Azimabad, and vvifhed to fpend the 
remainder of his days in his uncle’s fervice, as lie could no more bear to livein 
the Governor’s court. The Viceroy, who wanted to footh his mind, anfwcr- 
ed with inildnefs, “ that fuch was the complexion of theprefent times, that 
u diffentions were arifing between a fon and his father, and enmity had been 
cc conceiv’d by a brother againft a brother; he added, that he had lived to fer 


fuch 



u [ uC h things (he alluded in thisto a very indecent difpute that had happened two 
“ or three days ago, between Said-ahmed-qhan and Hadji-ahmed, his father, 
“ upon a fmall objeft, in which himfeif (Aali-verdi-qhan,) had mediated a 
“ reconciliation.) If fuch difagreeable quarrels and enmities can find their way 
•* amongft fathers and fons,continued he, and between brothers and brothers, 
“ where is the wonder that there fhould arife a diffatisfaction between you and 
“ Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan,whoare fons only of two uncles? Abdol-aali-qhan an- 
fwered coldly, that if quarrels fhould happen between brothers and children, he did 
not wonder at it, as they were coheirs ; but that he did not comprehend, zvky he, 
who was no more than a fervant, Jhould become the object of a quarrel ? If I am 
jit for any thing, added he, let me be kept on an honorable footing ; and if l am 
not fo, difmifs me at once, without wounding my delicacy with difagreeable ex- 
prcjfions and odious reflexions, which 1 cannot bear zvith any regard to my ho¬ 
nour. What means fuch a letter as this, for injiance? and zvho is that Kyret - 
chund, that fuch a pimp Jhould be compared zvith, and even prefixed, to me ? At this 
expreffion, Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan took fire: his colour changed; and he faid 
“ that he would rifk his life to defend the honour and character of a Kyret- 

“ chund.” He added, .“that Kyret-chund was he, whofe father’s flippers had 

* 

“ been carried by the anceftor’s of every one : by all(In this he alluded to 
this particular, thlt Kyret-chund’s father was Prime Minifter or Divan to Shujah- 
qhan, and the fountain head of all preferment, at a time when Hadji-ahmed 
and his younger brother Aali-verdi:qhan, made their appearance at that 
court) Abdol-ali-qhan anfwered coldly, “ that as his father had never carried 
“ flippers of any ones father, he did not fee why Kyret-chund fhould be 

a man of lo much importance for him.” The converfarion growing 
warm, the Viceroy interpofed, by defiring Abdol-alv qhan to contain him¬ 
feif; and he added thefe words: pray, friend, xthy do you become angry? Zhi - 
tddin ahmed-qhan's allufusn refers to me. At thefe words of Aali-verdi- 
qlian’s, tire nephew held his tongue, and did not offer another fyjlabk; and 
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the difp-ite fabfidcd. A fevv days after, the Viceroy font for his nephew in a 
private clofet, and after having {poke to him, he defired his living upon good 
terms with Abdol-ali-qhan; at the fame time,hefent for the latter, and obtain¬ 
ed of him as well as of the other, that they (liould embrace each ether, and that 
their diifatisiadion fhovJd be brought to an end- 

After this tranfo&ion, Aaly-verdi-qhar* accompanied by his two Nephews, 
and by Ata-ollah~qhan and Scradj-ed-dolS lab, decamped from Bankyp8r, and 
■went to encamp at Nobut-pSr, without being able to find one fmgleM&rhatta by 
the way. In advancing farther, many fereams were heard, and a moment after, 
it was found that the nqXe arofe from fo rne Marhatta troopers, who having fallen 
npon the baggage, had disappearedimmediately with fome plunder* The next 
day, having ranged his army in battle, and fupported his flanks by artillery he 
moved forwards; and it was remarked that there were not lefs than fix perfons 
in that army that enjoyed the honor of a kettle-drum, and no lefs than five, that, 
were honoured with the infignia of the mahy or fiih. The commanders of the 
Van-guard or the firfl line were Mir-djaafcr-qhan,and:Shim(liir-qhan the Af¬ 
ghan : at his right Ata-ollah-qhan and Serdar-qhan; at his left, Zin-eddin- 
abmed-qhan. The flank was put under the care of Sayd-'ahnied-qhan who was 
fupported by Sheh-Djehan-yar, and by Omer-qhan. Rahem-qhan wasfeated 
on the Elephant that carried the Viceroy’s mainftandard; and that prince was 
in the centre with a choice body of troops, commanded by Fakyr-Ooliah-beg- 
qhan, and N8r-ollah~bcg-qhan, and fome other officers of character. The ar¬ 
my, marched the whole night in that order of battle, eager to meet the ene¬ 
mies, and defiroqs of an engagement; but no enemy appeared: only at day-break 
fome of their horfe were feen at a great diftance from the reach of cannon, 
plundering fome defencelefs villages; and the victorious army continuing its 
march, arrived at the Ranfe^s refervoir near Muhely-pSr, where it encamped* 
Rh.igo-dji happened to be encamped there abouts alfo, without ever fufpedling 
that the enemy by a forced march would overtake him there. Mi.rdjaaffer- 
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'tjhan and. 5 !»;n nir-qliaa^ who commanded the vanguard, and were the fore • 
moll, fell at once upon the enemy; and Rlmgo-dji furprifed, but notdifimy- 
c^mountcd immediately, without having time to range his army in battle; but 

he >vas diredfcly furrounded by his- guards; and the different Corps of the 

f 

Ivlarhattas mounting fuccrffively, attacked the enemy in order to difengage 
their general : a furious engagement took place between Mir-Djaaffer-qhan 
and them; and the combat became fo ferrous, that a report ran unanimoufly, 
that Rhago-dji had never efcaped, but for a negledt of Shunfhir-qhan’s, or 
poffibly by his treachery. In a little time the Viceroy himfelf came to the 
fupport of his troops,, and the enemy was giving way. But whiltl thofe two 
'commanders were engaged with a body of Marhattas, we who were with 
Abdol-ali-qhan, were all engaged with another. That officer had only his 
brigade againft Tome thoufunds of them ; yet he Hood his ground, until 
Medy-nefffar-qhan mounted upon Sayd-ahmed-qhan’s ftandard elephant,joined 
us with a body of troops : here a deal of mutual llaughrer enfued,and great 
things were intended,when night came on,and parted the combatants. The ene¬ 
my giving way retired farther, and halted; and the Viceroy nor chufmg to ad¬ 
vance in the dark, flayed were he was, and pa£Ted the night in a fmall tent pro- 
vided for him, and for him only; for all the principal commanders of the army, 
that is, his two nephews and a very few others, took Ihelter under lame trees: the 
reft of the army ftood where k was; nor did any one know what had become of 
the baggage ; nor did any one in fo dark a night, chufe to venture afar in- 
queH of it. Some mere impatient than others pithed the whole night in in¬ 
quiries, and filled the whole army with cries and tumult. Abdol-Aaly-qhan, 
with the poortnan and Allah yar-qhan, half brother to the Viceroy, and 
fame other perfons of difiinftfon,piled the whole night watching in the Viceroy's 
tent. Atday- break the baggage was found in a neighbouring plain, abandonned 
■by all, but untouched. The poorman's baggage, as well as that of Abuol-aaly- 
•qh&a’s.vvasfouftd alio wkhouu man to watch over it; but yer untouched. Every 

one 




hS 



Erifeagt'rtirttl 
between the 
Bensai arrtiv, 
aad tile Marh.it- 
tas. 


T 11 E 3 L. i R 


one having rcfreflied himfeif,' the army marched again. The-Viceroy offering- 
battle every day to the enemy, and every clay in vain, became tired of their- 
backwardncfs, and be left the bufinefs to his officers,who would every day beat- 
fome party of the Marhattas, and always with lofs to thofc ravagers. It was in 
thofc-days that it appeared that the two Afghan Commanders were traitots-in 
their hearts; at leaft, it was then that Aali-verdi-qhan conceived fufpicions 
agamft them. 

I remember that onee being my felffeated within the inner appartment of 
the Navvab-begum, confort to Aali-verdi-qhan, he came himfeif unexpect¬ 
edly, and having taken his feat, he feemed grieved and thoughtful. The prin- 
cefs. having reproached him for that behaviour of his, and a deed the meaning 
of his appearing with fo clouded an afped, he anfwcred in thefe words: Iknozv 
noJ zvhat is the matter; but l find fome uncommon appearance amongf my people. 
The Princefs anxious about her conforts difquietude, pitched upon two men 
of parts and chara&er, and fent them as from herfelf, and in her own name 
to Rhago-dji: the fit ft was MnzatTer-aaly-qhan-Bahadyr: the fecond was 
Fivky-aaly-qhan, Son to Hadji-abdollah, called the writer or hiftorian, who 
had been Divan at BSrhampSr in the times c.f the Emperor Aorcngzib. 
They had orders to procure a pacification upon an equality, if they faw any 
overture for it. The envoys hav ing landed at Mir-Habib’s, who was the main 
lupporter of all Rhaga-dji’s fchemes, were introduced by him, and they deli¬ 
vered their ineflage. The Marhatta, who had been often vanquished, and did 
not think himfeif a match for Aali verdi-qhan, was glad of fuciia propofal; but 
Mir Habib, who was the. Viceroy’s mortal enemy, dkl not confent to it; and 
he turned Rhago-dji’s mind intirejy, ndvifing him? to avail himfeif of his fupe- 
riority in horf-e to-givc the enemy the flip,fo as to arrive before him at M8rfli8- 
c’abad, where Nevazifh mahmed-qhan commanded without troops, and where 
mighty things might be done. Rhago-dji relifhing the advice, took to die 
road of Moorfnoodabad, and was immediately followed by the Bengal army. 
But as part of the provifions that followed it had been forfaken and loll fome 
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ays ago,and none were procured but by force and with dir.tof fabre, victuals 
became dear in’’ camp, and then fcarce, and at laft inviiible; the country 
round being fo ruined, as to furnifh none at all: in addition to all thofe 
oris, the River Sohon having become fordable, did not afford fuffi- 
dent fecurity, s to the boats that might have brought provifions. It ^fas 
in fuch a diftrefsed condition that Aali-Verdi-qhan continued his march 
along the Sohon; and it was in one of thefe marches, that he was join¬ 
ed by two officers of valor and renown, both in Zin-eddin-ahmed- 
qhan’s fervice: they were both covered [with wounds. Thefe were Meh- 
ta-djefvent-nagur, and Mir-ghSlam-alhruff: they had both been detain¬ 
ed at Azimabad for fomc urgent bufinefs; and when it was done, they had 
refolved to join their mailer, and to prove thereby their zeal and attachment 
to his fervice. Although the roads were fcoured day and night by the ene¬ 
my’s horfes, and there was no palling undifoovered, neverthelefs with¬ 
out minding the times, they iiad tire imprudence to fally forth from the city, 
and to advance towards the army with a fmall number of brave men that 
chofe to (land by them. But they did not go far: the Marhattas having over 
taken them, wanted to plunder and ftrip them; and as they refufed to fub- 
mit to that indignity, they were furrounded and attacked with fpears and long 
fwords; and a fharp engagement took place, in which the enemy mixed con- 

0 4 

tumclious language with heavy blows: at laft both thofeofficers were dangerous 
* ly wounded, and both were felled to the ground; and both were ftriped; and 
tli :r baggage was plundered and rifled. Nor was it but feme time after* 
that: hey recovered fo far their fen fes, as to arrive at. the army, both nak¬ 
ed, and both vey much wounded; die Gentoo officer in particular, having loft 
the whole of his nofe by a ftreke of a fabre. It was over a country fo totally 
ruined that Aali-verdbqhari arrived at Azimabad, where having obferved that 
Rh&go-dji was hafiening his march, he quitted that city, to follow the enemy 
to -poor, wherejiaving advanced towards the river that runs by Cham- 
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panagur, a/iiburkof tfiat top, be took fheltcrunder fome trees, from whence 
he fent forwards the Brigade he had with him, together with mod of the offi¬ 
cers prefent; and thefe had orders to look cut for a proper encampment* 
Rhago-Dji who was always well informed, availed hlmfelf of that oppoi.umi; 
ane turning the Brigade, hefuddenly made his appearance at trie head of five 
or fii thoufand horfe. The Viceroy without betraying the leaft perturbation or 
fo *, affcmtled thofe about him, and they did not amount to above fix hun¬ 
dred perfcns of all forts, and puting himfelf at their head, he advanced to 
die enemy, and charged vigorouily* He had at that time with him an officer 
whom he had lately retained in his fervice, and who in paying his refpefts,. 
had fpoke very advantageoufly of himfelf, and required a great deal of dif- 
tinftion: the Viceroy recollecting the circumftance, now fent for Doft-mah- 
med-qhan,(for fuch was the man’s name) “and he told him that this was 
“ the time to approve himfelf the man he had pretended to be, and to fhew 
u himfelf worthy of thofe diftindiona which he had claimed as his due,” I he 
man, without waiting for another word, put his horfe on a gallop, and (pying 
a body of men that cut a better figure than the reft (and in fa& it was Rhago-dji* 
himfelf fin rounded by his beft mounted fpearmen,) he rufiied amongft 
them, overthrew one man, killed another, wounded a third, and feized a fourth,, 
with which he came back to Aali-verdi-qhan, to whom hc^prelented his prifon- 
cr, and who loaded him with encomiums. By this time afliftance had come 
and Rhago*dji being furrounded in his turn with this body of horfe, was amply 
regaled with every thing which inufquets, fabres, and fpears could afford ; fo 
tliat finding that he could ftand no more, he tinned about, and fled: his troops 
after hatfing plundered fome baggage, took to flight alfo. But this adtion did 
aot pleafe Rhago-dji at all: keeping the high road became unfuitable to his* 
circumftanccs, as it was impofiible but the two armies would meet at Lift; and 
being unwilling to engage any more, he gave the enemy the flip, with in¬ 
tention to be before hand with him about M8rfh8dabad. The Madiatta- 
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therefore moved from Bagalp8r, ftruck to the right, and got into the hilly 

country; and Aali-verdi-qhanhaving wrote to his nephew at the capital to be 
upon his guard, advanced by forced marches /and he was fo lucky as to arrive 
at tly: c'fey one day after the arrival of Rhago-dji’s, who bad already burned 
and facked the too Suburbs of Chapaidch, and that called Mir-Djaater- 
qhan’s garden. But on the Viceroy’s arrival, he did not think proper to re- 
■ main fo near him: decamping therefore immediately, he wheeled towards 
the fouthern and weftern luburbs of the city. The Viceroy having given 
three of four days reft to his army, marched on through the out-lkirts of the 
city, and went to encamp at Amany-gundj : from whence he advanced on 
the enemy, and having overtaken him at the Rany’s rcfervoir, dole toCatwa, 
there enfued a fharp engagement, in which fuch a daughter was made of the 
Marhattas, that Rhago-dji defpaired of fuccefs; and fearing the deftrudion 
of his whole army, he turned about, and fled fo earneftiy, that henceforward B.«u«orcar. 

, # ^ # wa in which the 

he avoided the open plain, 'and availed himfelf of the fkirts of the hilly coun- Marietta* am 
try on the weftern back of Bengal, Aali-verdi-qhan continued purfuing with¬ 
out ceafing; and Rhago-dji having confuked his generals, it was thought 
proper, as they had loft fo many of their men in their laft engagement, to 
make the beft of their Way to their own country, from whence they had re¬ 
ceived terrible news a few days ago; leaving therefore two or three thoufand 
Marhatca horfc, and fix or feven thoufand Afghans, under the command 
of Mil-Habib, the Marietta prince departed, very much humbled by the 
ill fuccefs of his expedition; and news were coming one after another that he 
intended to quit Bengal, until at laft it was found he had really quitted-the 
very frontiers of it. 

This campaign had an advantageous appearance: the enemy had been 
beaten and expelled : but the army fatigued by fuch repeated campaigns, 
and exceeded with toil in the laft, had "grown tired off the war; and Aali- 
vt-xli qhan perceived that officers as well foldicrs were equally weary with 

/ himfelf: 
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himfclf: he 'wanted himfclf fome releafe from his toils, and wifhed to enjoy 
fome reft, as having a variety of purpofes in view: he intended to marry the 
fons of his feveral daughters; and to prepare neceflaries for the ceremonies : he 
wanted to gain the hearts of the foldiery by affording them fome relea r : . he 
hacj, fome refradory Zemindars to bring to order: laftly, t y he wifh of h‘15 
heart was to enjoy the nuptials of $cradj«cd-do 81 a, and Eeram-eddoSlah his 
two darling grandfons. Ail thofe objeds required his prefence in the city, 
to which he immediately returned; and firft of all he applied himfclf to bufmefs, 
and efpecially to that of quieting the country, and affording fome relief to 
the wearied hufbandman : he next turned his views towards reficing the nc« 
ceffaries of war, and promoting his officers according to their merits. Doft- 
mahmed-qhan, that officer who had continued to diftinguifh himfelf in 
in the late campaign, and was now riling, up to that favor which he enjoyed 
in its height fome years after, was promoted to the command of a brigade, 
and complimented with many favors: as did Mir-cazem-qhan, who was alfo 
promoted to the command of a brigade: this officer enjoyed already the tittle of 
Bahadyrox valiant, and had diftinguifhed himfclf eminently. Thefe two officers 
having conceived an affedion for each other, marched together, attacked to¬ 
gether, and were performing together hcroical actions in imitation of each 
other: their characters rifing daily in the cflimation of the public, as well as 
their mutual attachment to each other, they came at laft to be the moft re¬ 
nowned commanders in the Bengal army ; and it muft be acknowledged, that 
they were both officers of ineftimable merit; and that whenever an opportunity 
offered, they did not fail to perform fuch valorous adions, as acquired them 
the admiration of their brother officers, and the applaufc of the public, in be¬ 
llowing which bodi enemies and friends became unanimous. 

We have already mentioned that in the engagement with Rhago-dji at the 
Rani's rtlcrvoir Shimihir-qhan had fuffered him to efcape ; and that a little 
alter, indices of dekdion and treafon had appeared in the behaviour oftwojvr 



Aali-vcrdi-qhan's 





miST/fy 



Aali-verdi-qhan’s principal commanders, namely the Afghans Shimflnr-qhan 
and Serdar-qhan. Such a difcovery could not but imprels the Viceroy 
With for row and inquietude, efpecialiy with regard to the latter. In the lc- 


quel itfe-e appeared fome further indices, and fomething like a concert be¬ 


tween thefe tw * commanders and the Marhattas. So many extraordinary 
proceedings of their’s which hitherto had appeared unaccountable, were now 
aferibed to that caufe, in fo much that their matter had long ago ccafed to rc- 
pofe any confidence in them. The principal of thofe indices appeared on the 
following oceafion: onRhago-dji’s arrival in the environs of MSrfhSdabad, 
and even whiltt he was encamped in the Birbohum, the rains were drawing to 
their end, and the entrance of the river Bagraty becoming fordable, the boats 
■who ufed to come laden with provifions, had ceafed to come dirc&ly to the city, 
and were obliged to land them at Bagvangolah, at fix or feven cofles diftance, 
from whence only they could be brought over a traft of land; and as the road 
■was infefted with perpetual parties o( the enemy’s, the provifions could not 
come up, unlefs efcorted by commanders of character and truft. It was for 
thefe reafons that the Viceroy, who remained encamped at Amany-gundj, on 
the fouthem fide of the city, appointed the two Afghan officers to cfcort the 
provifions, and to keep the road clear of the enemy’s incurfions : but this pre¬ 
caution did not prewent the provifions and oxen from being feveral times plun¬ 
dered and feized. So many mifearriages having raifed a fufpicion in the 
Viceroy’s mind, he appointed his own nephew Sayd-ahmed-qhan to take 
cate of the fafety of the roads; and this fervice having been effectually per¬ 
formed, the former mi, carriages recurred to his mind, and were attributed to 
a want of fidelity; and the fufpicions being confirmed by fubfequent proceed¬ 
ings of their’s, that had been hitherto doubtful, cautions were given to his 
moft trufty commanders to beware of them, and to Le on the watch. It was 
c-onjedtured now that the negledb of which thofe two commanders were guilty, 
*nd tne undutiful behaviour for which they had been remarkable,were foment- 
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ed by connexions with Rhago-clji; and even fome fhrewd perfons affirmed 
that the Marhatta had gained over to his party on one hand < Ata-ollah-qhan, 
on promife of bellowing upon him the government of Azim-.abad, when h 
fliould be conquered; and on the other, had attached to his in&Srdt tl 
twovAfghan commanders by a promife of a lac of rupee- in money, with 
the command of twelve thoufand horfe, if they could manage fo as make 
away with Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, the governor of the province; and in cafe 
the city of Azim-abad fhould be taken by their means, they were to have 
two lacs of rupees more, and the Fodjary of Derbanga, over and above the 
command of the twelve thouland horle promifed : letters were palling like- 
wife between the two parties. Others, however, were of opinion, that thofc 
two men being ambitious, and at the head of a great force, had of themfelves 
conceived ftfpiring thoughts of dominion, and had applied to the Marhatta ge¬ 
neral for his fupport. Be it as it may, thefe two commanders, either becaufs 
they refigned of themfelves the fervice, or becaufe indices of a malevolent dif- 
pofition had been perceived in their conduit, were both difmifled about the 
year 1159 . 

It was in this lame year and at the beginning of the rains, that Aali-vcrdi- 
a. iii-verdi* qhan allemblcd his relations and friends of Azim-abad, to celebrate the nup- 

^han celebrates 

‘;£>*** tials of his favorite grandfons, Serajd-ed dtiSlah and Ecr?m-ed-4681ah. Had- 
dnS'uh'ira K* ji-ahmed, their paternal grand father, bad for fome particular reafons-exciffed 

cr*;r. cd doSIah. 

himfclf, and did not come to the feafi:; But Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan and 
Abdol-ali-qhan .arrived with their conforts, families/ and dependants. The 
nuptials were celebrated with the utmoft pomp and magnificence. The feafi: 
commenced by the nuptials of Ecram-ed-doBlah the younger brother : the 
rca(on was, that Ata-ollah-qhan’s daughter, the virgin that had been betrothed 
to Seradj-ecJ-doSlah, had died two or three years before; and it was intended 
by marrying Ecram-cd-d681ah fit ft, to another daughter of that nobleman’s, 
to c'onfole and oblige Rabiah^fcegum, their mother, jl princcfs, who was 

.is* 




niece 


mutaq^herin 


niece to Aali-verdi-qhan, as well as conforr. to Ata-ollah-qhan. One thou¬ 
sand qhylaats were bellowed on that cccalion on the Viceroy’s relations, 
kinfmen, friends, favorite commanders, and hojfehold feevants; and 
two tin, 'land more on occafion of Scradj-cd-doSlah’s nuptials; nor was any 

one of thofe bt>v a hundred rupees; and numbers were of a thoufand, and 

2 % \ 

fcveral more above that fum. Several perfon: of high diftindion were oefides 
complimented with jewels according to their refpe&ivc rank and ftation; and 
for a month together or more there was a continual feafting, and a continual 
feries of entertainments at the palace of Aali-vcrdi-qhan, and that of his cldcffc 
nephew and fon-in-law Nevazilh-mahmed-qhan, where all comers were 
received without exception; nor was there a family or middling or low in 
the city that did not partake of the fellivity, by receiving fcvcral times tables 
of dreffed viduals, called in India T 8 rrahs; nor did any one of thofe T 8 rrahs 
coft lefs than twenty-five rupees, and fome did cofta greaft deal more : and 
thoufands and thoulands' of fuch prepared T 8 rrahs or entertainments were 
fent all over the city to every Muffulman’s houfe. There is no deferibing 
the illuminations, feux de joyes, and the artificial fires that feemed to have 
fet both heaven and earth in a blaze, and to have given the inhabitants of 
M 8 rfh 8 dabad an idea of the garden of Arem ( 40 ). It was in this time of 
public and private fcftivity, that Skyd-ahmcd-qhan, fccond nephew and fon, 
in-law to Aali-verdi-qhan, married his own daughter to Eahr- eddin-huffein- 
qhan, fon to S^if-qhan, to whomfhe had been betrothed : and as that young 
nobleman, in confequence of the government and riches hereditary in his own 
family, was extremely wealdiy and oppulent, and had made preparatives 
equal to thofe of Aali-verdi-qhan hinafelt; Sayd-ahmed-qhan, •who enjoyed 
high offices and dignities, and was nephew to the reigning prince, felt hinv 
felf fired with emulation in fuch a manner, as not to betray the lead 

fyo) Famous gardem in Arabia Foeli* deftroyed by a flood and janundation, a thoufand years before M alie¬ 
nee. 
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Inferiority in his expert ce % in this manner the three nuptials were ce¬ 
lebrated with equal magnificence and pomp. By one of thofe accidents 
that difconccrt the bert layed fchemes of men, the virgin, three days after 
her being carried by the bridegroom to his home, which day is aly: ..ys dedi¬ 
cated to bathing,and is called Choutv, ( 41 ) died fuddenly: ? ...eath that amaz¬ 
ed all the world, and was aferibed by many to a variety of caufcs, the molt 
probable of which was then reputed to be an indigertioa: fame aferibed it 
to the practices of one of the father’s favorite women, who took umbrage at 
the profufion of prefents made to die bride. Be it as it will, the bridegroom 
who if he had acted prudently and moderately, would in all probability have 
been complimented with another daughter,unaccountably gave way to his fuf- 
picions and refentment, and took it into his head thattbey would make away 
with him likewife, and that the tragedy was only at its commencement: he 
quitted MSrthSdabad without taking leave from any of thefe illuftrious prin¬ 
ces with whom he had come to contract an alliance, and returned to P 8 rniatu 
a precipitation by which he difhonored his character and family, whitft he* 
rendered himfclf ridiculous by fuch a want of decorum. 

But as we have fo often mentioned Ata-ollah-qhan, the reader will not ob¬ 
ject to our giving here fomc account of that nobleman. Ata-oiLi-qhan was 
a near relation of Car-taleb-qhan, who was himfclf aCooiln-german of Shud- 
jah-qhan, once Viceroy of Bengal. On Aali-verdi-qhan’s appointment to 
the government of Azim-abad, Ata-ollah-qhan had been inverted with the 
government of Acbur-nugur-radjeraahl, in which office he remained for a 
length of years, 'with the grade of fix thoufand horfe, and the command of 
as many effeftual ones: he was alfo decorated with,the infignia of a fringed 
Palekv and a Kettle-drum, and with the titles of Yzaz-edd 68 hh bahadyr- 

(41) From its being the fourth day, The. author p'fflfc, ovci'.tae. principal region. Such accidents .'re not 
ucw in a country where they make nothing of fuirenderiog delicate girls of eleven to tall flout man of thirty. 

&but*djUng 





mmit-djung ( 42 ). But we (hall foon have occafion to mention him again in 
this hiftory. 

After the death of that daughter of kis which had been betrothed to Se- 


radj-eddOo Hh, that young prince was married to a daughter of Mirza-fredj- 


Sjhan's, a nobletfjm whole hiftory is in few words as follows : his grard-fa- 
ther Muftepha C81y-qhan was Divan or Pfime-miniffer to, and in high fa¬ 
vor and truft with Aazem-ffiah, fon to Aoreng-zib; and fo long as that Prince 
made his refidenceat Ahmed-abad, being Viceroy of GSdjrat, he was after Him 
the principal man in that kingdom, where he enjoyed the higKeft offices arid 
dignities. That nobleman had three fans, Acbar-c31y-q!un, (father to this 
MirzaTrcdj-qhan) Shah-c31y-qhan, and Mirza-mahmed-naky: all three, 
noblemen of high rank' and character, and greatly efteemed, efpecially the 
two former, Muftepln-cSIy-qhah dying in Azcm-fhah’s life time, Shah- 
c3fy-qhari,-to whoitl that piiftce had bcftov/cd the command of the artillery 
fomc days before his giving ^Battle co his brother Bahadyr-fliah, was found 
amongft the (lain; and his elder brother, Ecbcr-c81y-<^ian, who had been 
appointed governor of BagalpSr, repaired to Bengal, where mindful of the 
. confequcnces of a change of rimes, he lived with honor and credit during 
the whole of Fcrdh-fyur’s reign. His fon Mirza-fredj-qhan, attached him- 
felf to the Sfeyds, and in particular to Hoffein-aali-qhan, the youngeft of the 
two, with whom lie was united in fricndfhip, as well as with Ghaairct aali- 
qhan, con fin -german to Hoflein-aali-qhan, with whom he always appeared 
with fplcndor at epurt. On the cataftrophe that befcl the two Seyds he at¬ 
tached himfelf to the famous Ser-bClend-qhan, whom he accompanyed into 
GSdjrat, being in high favour with that general. He parted with him how¬ 
ever, and repaired to Bengal, where Shudjah-qhan, who knew all his family, 
and had a high eftcem f omthem all, took him near his perfon, and always 
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fhcwcd him the utmoft regard : he was in the battle which Ser-Efraz-qhar. 
gave to Aali-vcrdi-qban at Gheriah, where he loft his Ton, and were he was 
grievoufly wounded: after this, he retired to his houfe at M8rfh8dabad with¬ 
out ever appearing at Court; but Aali-verdi-qhan, who knew his merit, lent 
for him, took him in his fervice, and conftantly fhewed hir .elf his friend and 
patron: he was much efteemed in that prince’s court, and had particular con¬ 
nections with him; and as that prince was fully apprized of the eminent cha¬ 
racter of all his anceftors, and he knew all the luftre of his family, he propofed 
to him a match between his daughter and Seradj-ed-doSlah, to which Ata- 
ollah-qhan confentccl. After the confummationof the marriage, the Viceroy 
ddirous to raife his new relation to dignities and employments, beftowed 
upon him fome of the beft governments in Bengal, over and above the com¬ 
mand of a brigade ; and it was this brigade that flood in arms whilft all was 
feftivityin MSrfhSdabad, on account of Seradj-ed-d681ahVwedding; and it 
was to him that orders were given to keep a watchful eye upon the quarters of 
the fufpeftod Afghan commanders. The weddings and feftivities being over, 
Zin-eddin-a’nmed-qhan and Abdol-ali-qhan with their conforts and families, 
took their leaves of the Viceroy and their noble relations, and returned to 
their palaces and offices at Azira-abad. But as foon as they were departed, 
the two Afghan commanders, who figured amongft tha principal officers of 
the army, as being at the head of fix or feven thoufand liorfc of their own 
ration, fuddcnly afkcd and obtained leave to return to Derbaoga their native 
country; and having received their arrears in full, they fet out for Mongher, 
from whence they crofted over in boats; and two months nad already elapfed 
f nee this departure, when Mir-ali-afglur-kobra, who had been fent for by 
Ata-ollah-qhan on tire fame of his character, nude his appearance at MSr- 
fhSdabad- 

Tiiis Mir-ali afghar-kobra, was a Sevd of the town of Fateh p8r-ficri, in 
the province of Mevat, and had been in the fervice of the famous Emir-^han, 

• . Viceroy 


imSTffy 



Viceroy of Illah-abad, who \va? himfelt fon to another famous Emir-qhan, 


MUTAQ.HERIN. 
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Viceroy of CabSl. His father Mir-gholam-ahmed, a very fhrcwd, and very 
‘waryman, was likewile famous for courage and peifonnal prowefs» His fon, 
' S in hb youth, attached himfelf to a Dervifh or Fakir, that is a Fryar, who 

• • • __i— m<imr nmAin»c *nr\ riiftnirn amoncrfl* 



• t^eir ways of life; and now become himfelf a proficient, he returned into 
die world, where he endeavoured by fpreading the net of faintihip and of 
holinefs, to acquire power and authority; in fad he catched many a fiih, and 
many an idiot, rofe into celebrity, and affirmed the fir-name of K 8 bra, that 
is, the great. But lie had forged out another fir-name for himfelf, and this 
was that of Maafs 8 m-el-arefin : a flrange title, the fignification of which w« 
muft fuppofe he well knew. In his fpcechcs to his idiot hearers, he made 
ufe of fuch a lofty flyle, that they thought him endowed with thofc eeleftial 
gifts and graces to which he laid a claim, and which he faid had not been 
communicated to the mod glorious prophets and envpys ( 43 ). But as he 
had introduced fomc new laws about what is lawful and unlawful, (for in- 
fiance, he held it unlawful to cat hen’s eggs,) fomc intelligent perfon afkcd 
why he had made them unlawful to his difctples ? he anfwered, that he had 
never faid fi^h a thing : but only that for his own part he did not eat any. 
His followers had trumped up feveral flrange ftories about him, for inftance, 
that he once fell into a well, and on his being enquhed after, and fcarch- 
•cd for, he was found {landing in the air, without touching the furfoce 
■of the water: this miracle having been immediately rumoured abroad, 
about five or fix hundred perfons flocked to his lodgings, profeffed their be¬ 
lief in him, and had the honour to be admitted amoegft Iris difcip les : in h s 

•(43) MaaflSm-darefln; thefe word*, if they (ignify anr thing at all, may he Li.flatcd ]• the ex| refTon ; >U 
JafitAt tftht tnm.f oneMor pi :ir.hly, the pure It. *»««»£ (th°k C »■ « II Kin J 
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youth he had affociated to himfelf a learned young man, with whom he ufed 
to retire into a corner, there to read in his prefence,fome books of grammar 
and aftrology; and having thereby provided himfelf with (lore of feientific 
words in Arabic, he ufed to retail them to his ftarers-at w ith a dcernpha- 
fis in his difeourfes. Some perfons put qudlions to him aKStit his knowledge 
in the feienccs; and to thefe he ufed to give this anfwer: yes, I have 
learned them all in the J'choel of the mojl high, in company zvith my wafer's fons: 
there did I make my accpuifiUons” He alluded to the infufed fcience which had 
been bellowed on the two hand fome ones ( 44 ). When in company with fome 
new perfons, he ufed to make life of fuch obfeure ambiguous expreffions, as 
made the by-ftanders fufpeik that he kn ew more than he would exprefs; arid 
that he had the gift of feeing into men’s hearts,and of gueffing at their thoughts,. 
In fhort he was a fhrewd, artificious, knowing man, who had found means 
with (ome of his difciples to be entertained in Emir-qhan’s houfc, where lie 
had a penfion. After that nobleman’s death, he had the good luck to be men¬ 
tioned to Ata-ollah-qhan by a certain Vezir-qhan, an Afghan in his fervice: 
and that nobleman becoming defirous to fee fo extraordinary a perfonnage, 
obtained Aali-verdi-qhan’s leave to invite him over; and he fenthim a great 
fum of money, defiring him to accept it for his charges, and to repair fpeedily 
to Bengal with all his people. The man on this invication adTumcd all the 
infignia of grandeur, as the fringed Paleky, and the kettle-drum; and draw¬ 
ing together fix or feven hundred horfe,allof them his relations and diicif/ics, 
befidcs a great multitude of other people, that followed on foot, he made his 
appearance in Azimabad, with a retinue and a pomp that imprefled every one 
with refpeft and awe. It was in the year eleven hundred and fixty. After 
tarrying two or three days in the outfkirt of the city, he continued his route 
to M 8 rfh 8 dabad. In that fhort flay of his, he was vifited by men of the high- 

eft diftinflion and rank, fuch as Hadji-ahmed,and Abdol-aaly-qhan,who hear- 

— ■ ^ 

(44) The handfome ones, as their very tame import, are IUflca, and Hflficin, to fc jdly by r^temA > 
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tng of his fame and ftruck with his celeftial gifts’and oeleftial qualifications, 
flocked to fee him; and he returned their vifits with a great deal of cotnpo- 
fur^. It is in Abdol-aali-qhan’s hotife that, I, the poor man, had an oppor¬ 
tunity to fife*, him; and there I foon guefied by his actions and words what kind 
of perfonnage he could be. But the many vifites he had received from perfons 
of high rank, and the Angular refpeft with which he was treated, had rendered 
him fo proud and affummg, that Zin-eddin-ahtned-qhan, who was no lefs a 
man, than die governor general of the Province, and a nephew of Aali-verdi- 
qhan's, having not thought it proper to pay him a vifit, the man took of¬ 
fence, and fpoke of it: a particular which the young Prince mentioned to 


his uncle in his letters: whilft on the other hand Hadji-ahmed wrote to his 
brother in high terms of him; and after having faid that the lord Seyd was 
this, and that, he added that he was nothing inferior to Mujicpka- 


qlan. 

Aali-verdi-qjian’s thoughts werethen engrofled by the affairs of Srefla 

where he found that the vanqu flied Marhattas, although expelled from the 

frontiers of Bengal, had taken flicker, together with many of the dimifled 

troops of Shimfhir-qhan’s and Serdar-qhan’s ; and as flnee the departure of 

Abdol-re .ol-qhan, and DSlobram’s itnprifonment,there had not been any per- 

fbnofconfeqvxncc and authority in thofe parts, he rcfolvcdto fend thither Mir- 

djaaflcr-qlian with fuch a number of troopsas the occafion required. On this 

principle, he gave the ftiprcme government of the Srefla to his fon-in-law 

Sayd-ahmed-qhan; but appointed Mir-djaaffcr-qhan, to be his Naib, or dc- 
# 

puty in that province,com plimeatinghim at the lame time with thsfwo Fodjda- 
riesofMidnipoor and Hedjly,over and above the office of pay matter general, 
which he enjoyed ihefe many years already: this new appointment was confer¬ 
red upon him in a public audience, where he was honoured with a rich Qhyliar, 
an elephant, a horfe, a fabnc and a poniard with a ferpidi, and a Djica of 
jewels ceremony, lie was complimented with another fet 

(45) This cjtprciliyn ai well as tlu: which follows, is a literal traufa&icw 
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ofjC’Vct 3 > elephants and other presents by Suydiahmfd*qhan, the sov-ernar gsy 
ncral, 3s from himfeif, Thde appcriiirroents. being over, that general deput¬ 
ed Mtr Ifei&il, fan to his maternal unde, to art as his agent at court, and 
fikewlfe, as hb fubftteute’ in the pdy*«*fterh uaice; and he Tent ^ ‘gendeman 


called Sudjan-fing to govern, as his deputy, ia the diftrirt of Hcdjtyt Af» 
ter thefe regulations, Min-Djoafer-qban, departed for Catec at the head of 
/even thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot: and in feveral days inarch, 
he met in the territory of Midrdp&r, a body of Marhattas and Afghani 
'whom lie defeated; the Marhattas lied to DjaljflTer whether they were purfued 
by Mir-Djoafer-qban, who encamped on this fide of the Kclmafa river, tabb¬ 
ing up his quarters on its banks; but without daring however to crofs it, be¬ 
ing intimidated by a report ofTome new troops of Marhattas which were to 
come from the Srefia. In a few days more another report ran that Djano-dgi, 
fon to Rhago-dji, was coming into thatprovince wiih a numerous army. This, 
intelligence freight ned Mir-Djaafer-qhan: he fuddcnly decamped from his pod*; 
and without leave from Aali-verdi-qhan, without even fending him advice, h$ 
marched back, and took ftieltcr in Baidvan; and all this wiifcfo avach p ecipita- 
tion, thatDjano-dji’s vanguard, that purfued brifkfy.corid only overtake feme 
elephants and fome baggage of his, in his rear. This young prmce was en¬ 
couraged by Mir-Djaafer-qhaifs timidity, and he kept purfuinghim forlbme 
time, to the furprife of all who knew that general to be at the head oftixteen 
or feventern thoufancl men: noewithftanding fuch a force, he retreated 
without firft afeertaining whether he was really inferior; and wuhour having pre* 
vioufly tryed the expedient of fpearsand fwords. But Aali-verdi-qhan who wa* 
perfedly informed of the ftate of things, feat beforehand Aui oliah-qlun to 
the fugitive's adiftance, with a body ot troops; and it was at this conjuncture 
that Mir Aly-afghar arrived at M8r(h8dabad. However as Ata-ollah-qhan f 
on whofe invitation he had come over, was already gone, he did not think 
it proper to pay Uis rdpecU to .the prince, ia idioi abieu^e; but taking his 
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bytheoi'tfkiris of the city, lie went,and joined his patron with what coop* 
he had brought with him. Attrolkh-qban, who on Vezir-qhan’s narrative,had 
become a greater adm.rer of Mir-ALy-afghar’s, than the Afghan was himled » 

' W ib 

b.id 310 toeuer beheld the man, and feen the many tricks with which he 


tifed to entrap the foes, than he became enamoured with him; and giving him 
|iis confidence, hec&fried him to Bard van, where Mir-Djaafer-qhan was arriv¬ 
ing on his fide- Djanpdji who had Mir-Habib with him, and a numerous army, 
pi Mariettas and Afghans, finding Aali-Verdi-qhan abfent, attacked the two 


) 
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^ommaiulers; ant) a lliarp engagement took place, in which Ata-ollah-qharj 
diiltnguiflied himfelf greatly; but aonc fo much as the new comer, Mir. 
aly-afghar cobra, who at the head of his brigade,compofed of men of his fa. 
mily O-' of fiipl) as were his difriples, puflv.d forward* with fo mucli bravery 
and eonduft, as defcrvcd the encomiums of both friends and toes. But he was 
a map of projeds as well as ofheroical courage; and he inspired his protedor 
x\ uh tuch ambitious views, that the latter finding himfelf at a difiance from his 
mafia's fight, and giddy with ti c fumes of his high command, as well as 
elated with the little fuccefs he had had againft the Marhattas, thought 
himfelf a man of importance u and he conceived the pro;ed of affociating 


cVn ami At»w 
ollah.qfWQ un* 
(p rcagai ulluf 
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viilj'Mir Djaafc:r*qtian,and making ufc of his afiiftanec to entrap and kill Aali- 
Ve di qhan, ybjnevct he fhpuld come to bis fupport: After which performance 
h^inteL jed to aflame the Governments All this wa» impa-tedto Mir-Djaafer- 
Cjhaii by the medium of one Mir-mogholi-qhan, a light headed foolifh man, 
who was deeply rooted in that general’s confidence; and the latte , in the na* 
tural fy pmenefs and carekfsncfs of his temper, gave into thefeheme, and agreed 
that after the intended revolution, himfelf Ihould take pofleflion of the Bahar 
and of Azinvabad, and Ata-ollah-qhan, of Bengal Butfo many pra&ices and 
parleys could not long remain a fecret; and as foon as this partition-treaty came 
to the knowledge of Mir-abdol-azU and of fomc others of Mir-Djaafcr* 
it vij& with all ihcir might; and ilieir rcafons made 
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inch a ftrong impreffion on chat General’s mind, that he repented of his mif- 
chievous fchetne: fo that his favorite Mir-mogboly-qhan, fearing the confc- 
quences of what he had advil’ed, quitted his fcrvice, and fled for his life. . 

By this time Aali-verdi-qhan, who had got intelligence of the whole matter, 
was arrived with his army clofe to his two generals,againft whom he was highly 
incenccd. Mir-Djaafcr-qhan immediately went to pay his rcfpedb, and was 
Amply repi imanded for his behaviour againft the Marhattas, and for his 
precipitate retreat; after which he was difmifled to his quarters. But the ge¬ 
neral took fo muchoffence at the bitter expreflions made ufe of on that occa(ion, 
that he abftaincd from going to Court. As to Arita-ollah-qhan, the Viceroy 
thought better to gain his heart; and by way of complimenting him upon 
his fuccefs, he went to make him a vifit, intending alfo to do him honor, by 
fo unufual a condcfcendencc, and toraife the man’s charadler. And it was there 
that Mir-aly-afgar-kobra had an opportunity of paying his refpedls to the 
^ let ro) foi the lull time. Ilere it was obfervedof Ata-ollah-qhan, that he receiv¬ 
ed Vjllt i n ;ln extraordinary manner, that did not become thofe relations 
of fer vant and Lord which iubfifled between himfclf and his mailer; fo that the 
Viceroy after feme converfarion got up and retired, highly difpleafed at what 
lie had feen; but Hill refolved to Hide his refentment. On his return home, he 
received a petition from Ata-ollah-qhan, requefting that Mir-aali-afghar-kSbra 
might be admitted into the fervice of his Highnefs at the head of a thoutand 
ho: fe, that ftiould Hrvcin Ata-oliah-qhan’s brigade. The Viceroy, without betray- 
ing what he thought of the man, contented himfclf with writing at the bottom 
oithe pnpertheic words: “ do you take him in your own pay, if you will.- but 1 
'■ «nnot agbrd to addany more to your brigade.” Mir-k3 bra informed of this 
amwer, took it ill, and wanted to quit the army diredtly; and this difeontent 
aiTedling his patron, the latter took occation ro obferve to the Viceroy, that 
ihou.ld the lord Seyci com; to quit the atr??y bethould be neceflirated to quit 
k himfclf; he was anfwered ; that full brjujl Ata-oIlnfc*qhan, 
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promifecl as by a revelation from abovtf, the pof- 
feffion of Bengal; and who had been fo Ample as to take that promife by 
way of bond,under the infpired impoftor’s hand writing, and alfofo fenfelcfs as 
to befieve it" equally authentic with any revelation in the world; no fooner heard 
thofe words, than \'r. quitted the army without giving himfelf one moment of 
delay: he took Mir-k 3 bra with him, and retired to his houfe of MSrlhSdabad. 
At this very time one of Mir-djaafer-qhan’s kinfracn having departed this life, 
the Viceroy conceived thefeheme of regaining tliat general’s affe£tion,by paying 
him a vifit, under pretence of joining in the ritual prayers, that were to be 
pronounced over the deccafed. The general elated at finding himfelf at 
the head of fix or feven thoufand horfe, and at being decorated with fome of 
the infignia cuftomary to importance and grandeur, forgot himfelf fo far, as to 
omit the dual demonftrations of relped : fuch as advancing a great way out 
of the tent to receive the Prince at his alighting; bowing to Kim in a proper 
manner; addre/fing him in a refpedlful ftrain; and besides tliat, he was guil¬ 
ty of fome attitudes and exprdfions unbecoming an inferior.. Ali-verdi-qhan 
who had already become fallible by the general’s behaviour, of the levity and 
filly nets of his character, returned home; and under pretence of auditing 
the accounts of his government of Hedjly, he fent for budjan-fing, deputy 
to Mir-djaafe^-qhan irt that diftrid, a man wbofe fecrecy was of all neceffity to 
(hat-general. Mir-djaafcr-qlun anfwered,« that there was no fending for Sudjan- 
« fing vmlefs the Viceroy fent alfo for his (Mir-djaafer-qhan’s) head; and 
tire order remained uncomplicd with. The Viceroy fhocked at an anfwer fo 
extravagant, ordered Seyd Mahmed, one of his Yesaols or Mace-bearers (40), 
to take fome men with himfelf, and to bring Sudjan-fing by force. The 
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to whom Mir-kobra had 
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"Mace-bearer, who was a nun of a peevifh violent temper, no fooner receiv¬ 
ed, the order, than he went to Mir-Djaafer-qhan’s, and after having fpoks 
roughly to him, he layed hold of Sudjan-ttng by the hand, and brought hip*, to 
his matter: the latter for reafons of policy, bellowed the Fodjdary of Hecfjlyon 
Sudjan-ttng himfelf, for the prefect, and the paymattcr’s op.ee, on N8r-ollab- 
beg-qhan ; and after having mulcted the general in thole two lucrative em¬ 
ployments, he alfo broke the Brigade which the latter commanded. An 
order of the new pay-matter’s office came out importing that whoever wanted 
to be inlitted, might enter into Seradj-edd 681 ah*s Brigade, or get himfelf in- 
feribed in the corps immediately paid by the Viceroy’s military cheft. On 
the publication of this order, the troops of Mir-Djaafer-qhan’s brigade, quitted 
him to a very few men ; .and that general finding himfelf alone on a fud- 
den, thought proper to abate much of his high notions of himfetf. The 
fumes of pride that had fliot up into his brain, and had obfeured his Under- 
Handing, fubfided at once ; and confounded as well as humbled, and 
even attumed to fbew his face, he quitted the army, and repaired to M8r- 
fhSdabad, where he threw himfelf into the arms of Nevazifh-mahmed-qhan, 
for prote&ion. It was at this very time, I, the’ poop man, arrived from 
Patna; and as I went often to this prince’s palace, I had a full opportunity 
of learning all the above particulars. 

Bur to return to the affairs of war, as foon as Aali-verdi-qhan heard that 

.... . i 

Djano-dji was come into lus neighbourhood with a numerous army of Mar- 
hattas and Afghans, he made hafte to encounter them; and after afhort march, 
he gave them battle, when the valorous of his army falling on the troops of 
Dccan, with arrows thirfting after Marhatta blood, and with mufkets vomitting 
fire and flames, made them drink plentifully of the wine of deflruflion, that 
flowed in torrents from their inflamed fabres: and having in this manner intoxi¬ 
cated vaft numbers of them, they fent them hell by fhoals. Djano-dji,equaI- 
Ly.confounded and overborn by the heavy blows < 5 nhVBc.‘vs;al troops, end now 

greatly 
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with lofs and fln\me, he took to the road of Midnjp8r, always followed by 
the Bengal army, which he had no ftomach to fight, and which did not al¬ 
low him time to take breath. Tire Viceroy finding that the rainy feafon was 
at hand, returned to his capital, after having fent repeated orders to his fon- 
in-law Nevazith-mahmed-qhan, to banifh Mir-k8bra out of his dominions. 
That nobleman out of regard to Ata-ollah-qhan, had flayed the execution ot 
the order; but the Viceroy being now near the city, wrote a (harp note to 
his deputy, informing him that he was now fending Rahem-qhan to fee 
the man out of MSrfliSdabad, or to bring him out of it by force, if 


the order fhould have failed of punctual execution. Ata-ollah-qhan hearing of 
the order, and of the character of the perfon difpatched to fee it executed, fent 


for Mir-k8bra; .and after making him many preterits, and giving a large turn 
of money for his charges, he expreffed his regret and forrow in a mod extra¬ 
ordinary manner,and advifed him to depart; but what looks lingular, is that the 
iinpoftor even in fuch an awful moment, had the impudence to put in lus 
hand a paper under liis feal and hand, by which he promifed, as by a particular 
revelation from heaven, that in two years time, he would be railed to the lb- 
vereignty of Bengal : after which he fet out for his own Country, % ci y m .ich 
humbled by tie fucccfs of his journey. On his being arrived about ..Jam- 
bad, the Governor who had reafons to be diflatisfied with his conduct, fent 
him word that, as he had in Iris way to Bengal, taken his route by the outikats 
cf thecity,hemufttakethc like circuit to return tohis Country. Unluckily foi him, 
die lake which occupies all the weftern ground about that City, overflows ai i the 
environs in the rainy feafon;. jb diut there remains no other road but through 

the liiaA.eu and llieets of rizim-abad itfelf. The man thunderfixuck by tU. 
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tneflage, fell into the whirlpool of amazement and confufion; and he was at 
a lofs what to do with himfelf; when Mehdy-ndTar-qhan, taking pity of his 
■fituation, obtained thathe (hould haveleave to take his journey through the Cby. 
But his miferies were not over yet: arrived at the River Solion, he found Pah- 
Itlvan-fing the zemindar, who with the Governor’s confent,Jiad come on pur-- 
pofc to ftripe him: the man humbled to the duft by the wretchedncfs ofhis fitu* 
afioft, applied again to Mehdy-ndTar-qhan; and by his incerceflion, and that 
of Hadji-ahmed and Abdol-aly-qhan,hc obtained an order to the Zemindar to 
let him pafs with fafety, and to furnith him with boats to crofs the River. 
Moreover thofe two noble perfons having alked leave of the governor, fent 
(jointly fomc of their troopers to fee him fafe out of the frontiers of the 
province. 

Three months were already elapfed fince his departure, and the feafon 
of rain was already over, when Zin-eddin-ahmcd-qhan, conceived the 
fcheme of becoming independent, as had done Multepha-qhan; and of fub- 
rhitting his two brothers to his own power and influence. In his late jour¬ 
ney to M8rflr8dabad, he had call a prying eye on the power and wealth of 
bis two brothers, and on the court of his unelp, and having reflected on 
the weaknefs of the two former, and on the old age of the latter, he had con¬ 
cluded that he would prove an overmatch for both. Full of this idea, he fent 
an agent to hi* uncle at a time, when the cold feafon was fetting in. The old 
prince had come out of the city, and encamped at Amany-gundj, with in¬ 
tention to chace the Marhattas that had nellled themfelves in the diftriut of 
Midnip8r. The agent was one Mir-Abdol-maaly, who had once been llew- 
nor If h A.fim- r ' ard to Saadet-qhan, and lived now in Aziin-abad, higliiy reipccted by 

abad afpires at # , 

independence. the governor: the purport of his fpcech was this: “ that Shimlhir-qhari 
and Serdar-qhan, the two difmifled Afghan commanders, who on the 
“ fuppolition of their returning to live icigpd in their country oi De- 
f c herbanga, had been fuffered to repair quieti) thither, were now iniilling 
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* c yatt numbers of their own countrymen, fo fat from difmiffmg thofe 
* e whom they had brought over from ! Bengal with themfclves: that to 
«• ^rive thefe people out of the province, was not without its difficulty; 

« and to fuffer them to fortify themfelves in the heart of it, was highly 
“ impolitical, and full of danger: that, if his highnefs Ihould approve 
“ of the fcheme, he thought that a middling way would be the fa* 

“ feft, namely, that of attaching them to the fervice: for which purpofe; 

“ he alked leave to retain thofe two officers with three thoufand of their bell 
“ horfe; but that as the province of Azimabad could not afford that addi- 
“ donal cxpencc, he fubmitted it to his pleafure, whether it might not be 
“ expedient to have the pay ofthofc additional troops lye made difburfable by 
“ the treafury of Bengal.” This meffage feemed unwelcome to the Viceroy; 
and he appeared difpleafed with k at firft. Neverthclefs, he admitted the ex¬ 
pediency of diefebeme, as he faw foinc advantages likely to refultfromit, and 
he did not chufe to difoblige his lon-in-law. The envoy therefore having 
carried his point, returned' to his matter, with a very favourable anfwer to 
his requeft. And the governor, being now at liberty to aft, fent three per- 
lons of weight to invite the Afghan’s to take fervice with him: thefe were 
Aga azimai, Taky-c 81 y-qhan, and Mahmed-afker-qhan, now ali three de- 
cealcd; and it was by their Channel that the whole negotiation was carried 
forwards. The envoys having gone over to Deherbanga, preferred their ad¬ 
vantageous propofals to the two commanders; and as tiiefe on the other hand 
had a mighty defignofthetr own in their heads,the propofals were foon accepted; 
and foon reciprocal promifes were confirmed by tremendous oaths on both 
lides: fo that atthe end ot the month ofZilhidjin the year 1 x6 1— A. D. 1749, 
the Afghans marched down in great numbers towards theGanga,and encamped 
overagainft the city of Azim-abad, where the governor general’s people as well nor takes tho 

... , ^ ^ ° * di(bnn*Jed Af- 

as the citizens fopn intermiac-d• with them: they were commanded by four ia 

1 3 ray- 

chiefs; 'Skimlhir-qhan; liis nephew, MoratJ-fhir-qhan; and Serdar-qhan; and 
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Baghfhy-bdSliah. Thcfc four men pretended to be afraid of going to court, 
v hcrc they apprehended fome fuch fate might await them as that which had 
befallen both Abdol-keiim-qlun and Rofhen-qhan in the beginning of the 
Viceroy’s administration, as well as that of his nephew’s. And as thefe 
apprebenfions of their’s were not without foundation; and the governor was 
rot without fome inquietude about their great-numbers, and their being 
clofc to his capital; he went to make them a vifit: his views being to {hew 
how much confidence he repofed in their integrity, and how much he wifhed 
to difpel their apprehenfions by fo open a proceeding. This intention of his 
was fudden ; nor did he impart it to any one; nor was he accompanied, as 
ufual by his guards, or by any other troops, nor even by his houfehold. He 
had with him only his younger {on Mirzamchdy, and the poorman’s fecorid 
brother, Seyd-aali-qhan, to whom the Prince had betrothed his daughters he 
had alfo Mahmed-aiker-qhan, his favourite; and getting upon one of thofe 
elegant boats o( twenty or thirty oars, called Perendas (47), he went to make 
a vifit to Shim.liir-qhan, whofetent was pitched on the other fide of the river. 
That officer having deferied his noble vifitor from a$w, came out of his tent, 
tnd received him at the landing place, where he made a profound bow, and 
prefented his Nazur; after which he conduced him to his tent, made him fit 
in the Mufnudj and after having made another bow, he went at fome diftance, 
end remained handing, as one in hisfervice; nor would he fit down unlefs 
after repc "d entreaties,; and then only at a diftance. A moment after M 3 - 
rad-fhir-qhan entered with fome other officers; and in a moment the tent was 
thronged with Afghans that came to maketheir bows. M8rad-fhir-qhan had his 
fabre in hand, as had all the others, and this was no more than conformable to 
the cuflom : however as foon as he was feated, he alkcd Shimfhir-qhan whe¬ 
ther he fliould fall on the governor, immediately : this was in the Pelhto Ian- 

Q47) A 6 y>agt or a Bird 
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^tiage(43)iwhich isthe vernaculartonguc otthe Afghans. Shimfhir-qhan without 
littering any anAver, put his hand into his beard, as if to 1 cratch himfelf, and 
ili&ok his head very hard in token of difapprobation : and the fign was im¬ 
mediately underflood: Seyd-aali-qhan, my brother, who was prefent, told the 
all thefe particulars, on my return from Shah-djehan-abad. As to the Gover¬ 
nor, he did not obferve either the afking leave, or the fign of difapprobation; 
for fate had blinded him thoroughly. Shimfhir-qhan a little after, produced in 
compliance with the cuflom,fomc horfesand an elephant, for which he entreat¬ 
ed his acceptance: the governor excufed himfelf, and getting up much 
to his own, and as he thought, much to their fatisfa&ion, he commanded the 
fuperintendant of the river to afford the Afghans as many boats as they Ihould 
want, and to facilitate their paffige : After which he returned to his palace. 
Boats were immediately brought, and numbers of Afghans being ferryed over, 
they encamped at Djaafcr-qhan’s garden: the chiefs prffmg firft with their pri¬ 
vate retinues. The next dry the governor getting into his Paleky, almoft alone, 
and without any other retinue, but two or three fervants, went out of the city 
to look at them f<*m Nedjm-eddin’s buildings. As foonas he was deferied 

X, 

from afar, Serdar-qhan marched up with his corps, and payed him hrs 

refpefts, which he did with a deal of cordiality; and indeed, it appeared 

afterwards, that he was not of the plot, and not io much as privy to it: for that 

officer being in the fcquel on a vifit to Shah-rnnhammed-zamin and Shah-ruf- 

tem-aaly, openly declaimed his knowing any thingoftheconspiracy: thefe 

weie the principal.Fakyrs orreligious ofthofe parts; two venerable peonages, 

equally fincereand candid, and. who had aifothc gift of knowing by intuition 

men’s innermoff thoughts. That officer was heard to proteft of his innocence, 

and to lay that he knew nothing of the action intended by thofe two fenfelefs 

impudentfel!ows,(for fuch was his expreuio’n,) meaning thereby Shimfber-qhan 
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and M8rad-fhir-qhan; cite, added he, / would have quitted their company, andair- 
Jlained from their fociety : now it is out of my power to part with them : and were 
I to do it, no man would believe me : moreover, my retreat would be attributed to 


cowardice and to unworthy motives. Out of a principle of honour therefore, and 


out of regard to the name of Afghan, which they bear in common with me, I am ob¬ 
liged to Jland by them ; but it goes much againjl the grain . ” Thefe were Scrdar- 


qhan’s exprefllons: but I have this anecdote from a perfon of weight and ve¬ 


racity, who lias aflerted that in fad, Serdar-qhan knew nothing of the ploc; 
and that this was fo far true, that the confpirators after having finifhed the Go¬ 
vernor General, intended likewife to fall upon that officer too, as upon an. 
inimical man, whom it was proper to put out of the way, before they fliould 
take pofTeffion of die country and Government. Be it as it will, at the end of 
the ten holy days of Muharrem, being the beginning of the year x 161, the 
Confpirators refolved to go to the Governor’s palace, at a time when they 
knew that Mehdi-neffar-qhan, uncle to the poorman, an officer extreme¬ 
ly truflcd by the Governor General, and fincerely attached to his perfon, 
was to repair to Sercfs and Cootombah, to bring too-'’*- the Zemindar of,that 
Country'. And as moft of the principal commanders, like Qhadum- hallen-qham 
and Ahmed-qhan Coreifliy, and foma other men of note,together with Radja- 
Sunder-fing, Zemindar ofTicary, were under orders to attend lain in that ex¬ 
pedition, they were all abfent from Court; and by a ft range fatality,even thofc 
that might have attended, could not go thither, as the Governor, to (hew his 
thorough confidence in the Afghans, and his intire freedom from any defigns 
that might give them umbrage, had fent the preceding day a circular order 
throughout the city, that no officer, no foldicr, and no military man, fhould at¬ 
tend on the day appointed to receive the obeyfance of the Afghans : a fl range 
order indeed, fo contrary to order, Jooppofitc to the ordinary rules of decence, 
find which had never been iffued, had not the unfortunate man being a&ually 
die impulfe of an inevitable deftiny, tliatliad blinded hisunder Handing,. 


and 




and made him give precife orders for the very meafures which were to operate 
his ruin. For fo fir was lie from being deficient in intellects, that it may befaid 


that having taken his uncle for his model and pattern,he had added that accef- 
fion of keennels and judgement to his own {lock, of good lenfe and penetra¬ 
tion ; infomuch that hefeemed to have gone in thole two qualities iome de¬ 
grees even beyond his Prototype. I was myfelf abfent at this very conjunc¬ 
ture, having been for a length of time abroad to pay my refpe&s to my glori¬ 
ous father, who had received from Ghazy-eddin-qhan, (fonto Nlzarh-el-mulk) 
the Government of Berheily and of fome other neighbouring diftri&s, that 
were of his Djaghir; and as he was not there, I advanced two or three ftages 
farther; when by one of thole Angular events, that feem unaccountable to day, 1 
I heard a voice which mentioned that Zrn-eddin-ahmed-qhan had been 
killed by Shimfhir-qhan. I was alone: it was noon-day ; nor could l difeover 
any fpeaker either far or near; and this happened the very day he was killed. 
But the day after, as lome wounded men whom I knew to belong to the tuper- 
intendent of BodjpSr, chanced to come to Merliabout Ghazip8r, I heard them 
fay pofitively that thev-uirfo -'•unate Governor was killed, and that the todjdar of 
Shah-abad had been plundered by the Zemindars cf tliofe parts, who did not 
fail to avail themfclves of the confulion that followed that nobleman’s death 
to commit their accuftomed diforders. This event happened in the following 
manner. 

Shim shir- qhan and Serder-qhan, one day before the intended one, 
came with their people and payed their obeyfance to the Governor by whom 
-hey were difmilfed, each with a Biry of Paan (49) according to cuftom. The 
fecond day, which was the day appointed, the Governor, early in the mor- 

( 40 ) The Biry is compofed of two or three leaves of that Aromate called Paa* by the na-.ives, and Beetle by 
the Englilh. Some Can or Catchou, and fome grains of Ilacbi, Cardam >mcs, with a litile SZfiary, or Beetle* 
nutf and a little Cbun* or fhoU-lime : the whole folded-up in a bit ofthofe K$}a or Plaintain leaves, that are of a 
lively green, anu as (hilling as Satin ; fo as to fornix Pyramid made faft with a long or clove as with a Pin. See 
the rsjnarfc* a6S fc&iou 4th. 
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ing went nrd leatcd himfelf in the Chehcl-iTStSn (50), a building for which be 
bad a predile&ion, it being founded and built by himfelf: he had with him 
Mahmed-alker-qhan, one of his favorites, who had been fo ufoful in the negoti¬ 
ation with the Afghans; lie had alfo, Mir-morteza; and Mic-bedcr-el-dehy, 
together with M 81 ydur the head-fpy, and Ramzani, the keeper of 
bis arm-office: a man who had been originally a butcher. There was alfo 
one Svtaram, comptroller of the lightrtrain of artillery., and agent to Ojaa-- 
'durn-haffen-qhan: all thefe were feared; and numbers of roace-bearers a id 
menial fervants and footmen, were (landing, with tire governor’s (lave-boyS: 
all thefe Hood facing their matter, as ufual, and were there only likewife to 
augment the pomp of the folemnity. There were fome others ; and fuclv were 
Mir-Abdollab of the royal race of the Seffies, who was one of the principal 
perfons of Azim-abad, and enjoyed a fmall portion of land hereditary in hi* 
family by way of Altumgju; and Shah Bendeghy, one of the principal Reli¬ 
gious of the city, whorefided in Djaafcr-qhaa’s garden, and had in his dwel¬ 
ling an impreflion of the holy foot (51). There were two or three perfons 
more of that diftinftion, and two or three more thr-* - Ltd come to pay their 
refpeAs: for inftance Mahtab-ray, a Ca try's (52) fon, who had been bred 
by Mahmed-alker-qhan, and was now attending his benefactor: he was fitting 
behind the governor, and clofe to him, but unarmed like all the others; nor 
bad any one of them a fabre in his hand, although it is (o cuftomary: and 
fotne had not even a poniard, although it is always wornc as a part of a full 

•I ’ ' 

drefs; and this was the cafe with Mahmed-afker-qhan, Mir-m8rteza, Mir- 

($*) Thefe words \\l figtufy forty column*, defign a building of flone that exifts jftil!, and of which the En» 
glifh have fcveral time ic a poft in their fcveral wai t. It is open on all fide*, and fupportedby forty column*. 

(51) The prophet’s foot. There are many fuch imprefiions in India, being the places where the prophet hae 
Appea ed to fome one, whethei in a dream or by day, or where an impreflion of his foot has been brought 
it m Medi a: and ail thefe places have an oratory and feveral buddings adjoining 

($0 The Cahu ie*, are in dignity the fecond race or tribe in India, the Brahmani, or Levites being the furlti 
The iUdjpSc* or ouhury tribe &c, ate themfclvc* reputed ttaS&W; and both are haudfuiaely featured* 
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Uedetvet-deTiy, and MSrlyder ; nor had one of them even a cattery 
an their girdles (53), Only Rarnzani, held in- it’s fcabbard according 
to cuftom, his mafter’s long fwerd (54); and he was {landing behind 
him. Radja Ram-naram witli fome MStufuddies or Penmen, belonging to 
the Aecomptant-office, was in a room a part, about the Moonfliy-Qhana or 
Secrerary.’s office. At forty or fifty yards from the ChehehfStSn, towards the 
cafl. in face of the governor’s, but qt adiftance from him, flood Ynaiet- 
blay-djan, who had been in times of yore fteward to my father of glorious 
memory, and held actually the like office in the governor’s houfehojd. And 
now the Afghans drawing near, Backfliy.-boSliah came in firft, with about v 
thoufand men, who had their mufhets loaded and primed, and their matches, 
lighted: he with his people made a profound bow from a great diftance, ac¬ 
cording to cuftom, and then biding diem range themfelves on one fide clofe 
to the wall, he with a few men of note in his corps, advanced nearer, but 
ftill at a diftance, and made las fecond bow ; after which he approached in 
a refpe&ful manner, and prefemed his.Ntzer and their’s. After him came 
that wretched M3rad-fhir-qhan with five hundred Afghans armed and ac¬ 
coutred at all points, as wei! as covered with thick, quilted coats. They 
all bowed from afar, and ranged themfelves on the other fide of the yard, 
fronting the.former troops : whilft MSrad-fhir-qhan moving forwards with a, 
few of the mod diftinguifhed men of his corps, made.his bow, and pjefented 
his Nezer and their’s in the moil relpe&ful manner ; after which he flood 
over againft the Governor, and mentioned the names of diofc whole Nezers? 
had been juft received. Whilft he was fpeaking, the Governor General 

(5$) The Cattary is a poniard peculiar to India, and made ,0 fuch a manner, that the handle looks like A • 
hilt whole two branches extend alo % the arm* fo as to fheiter both the hand and part of the arm- Every, 
ftroke of it is mortal} for the blade wh c’t is very thick, and cutting tfn both fidee upon a breadth of three in* 
ches at the hilt, ends in a foUU po nt of one inch more or lefs in Diameter \ fo as to be incapable of binding, of 
©f being flopped by any thing* favc a toirafis. The blade may be a foot and quart io length* aid with the hilt* 
two feet, or two and a half, 

(34) This long fworJ, cal fed D-hSp, has been already explained, as being about four feet long, and held up 
right in the f-cabburd* as a walking tame* It lias been a m*rk of Sovereignty , and it it cron now of high 
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aflted where) was Shimlhir-qhan; and he was anfwercd both by thefpeaker 
by feme harcarrahs and meflengers, that he was coming, as they had feerv 
him. mounted; and that he would be here in a little while. At this montent 
Shimlhir-qhan himfeif was arrived at the CStval’s ChabStrah or tribunal, 
where getting into his palcky, he was furrounded by his Afghans, who could 
not be kfs than three or four thoufand men, and had all demounted, march, 
ing on foot with a flow compofcd pace, but all armed and ready atljalb 
pf>ints. Their numbers were fuch, that the mainftreet, as far as the callfe 
gate and eaftern city gate, was filled with thefe mifereants. Shimfbit- 
qhan’s arrival being announced, M8rad-fhir-qhan difmifled this people 
out of the Chchcl-fSrSn, to make room for others: on hearing thefe words 
they approached the Governor in crouds, and were receiving each their Biry 
of difinilfion; (55) until it came to be one Abdol-relhid-qhan’s turn to receive 
it. A* it had been agreed amongft them, that this man fliduld give the firft 
blow, his hand happened to tremble, and his Biry of Paan fell to the 
ground. The governor fmited at the accident, and mildly faid, I fuppofe 
this Paan Idas' not in your dejliny: but htre is another. .Vpoti which he Poop¬ 
ed to look at the Paan-dan, or plate containing the Brries of Paan; and’ 
wbilft he was taking another, that wretched drawing his canary, made at the 
unfortunate man’s fide; but as his hand was (baking, the blow had no efFeifk 
At fight of this, Mahmed-alker-qhan, who (ate clofe to the Governor, feream- 
ed out traitor ! What tteafon is this ? and mean while the Governor railing* 
his head to fee what was the matter, and putting his hand, ro a fabre that was 
before him, as is cuftomary, the wretched had time to draw his own fabre, and 
to give him fuch a violent a blow, as cleft him from the (houldcr down to tat. 
ftomach, cutting down as far as the navel. Inftanriy the prince fell dead on 
the pillow at his back. After this, tlte wretched or fome one like himfeif, 

($5) A wouW ^inlc hiinfelf in <dilgr*ce ; ot at lcait fligtfvcdj ifpft a firft . vifit, he chanced to be <1 jjC- 
milled without a. But being jput in bis IhUicL 
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himfelf cut the prince’s head as well as bis rightfoot, and lodged the ft in bis cleft 
ftomach; doubdefs thinking he was doing fome fine adtion, or more probably, 
he was perfuaded that this would operate like a charm tlpon his uncle and re¬ 
lations, and prevent their ever taking their revenge on him. Mir-m8 rteza hear¬ 
ing the tumult,and thinking the prince only wounded, ran to him and covered 
Jrim with his body; but he was hacked to pieces in an inftant. Mahmed-afker- 
qhsh, layed hold of the Prince’s fabre(55), and after having defended himfelf 
fcWtime, was cut down. Mahtab-ray having received a wound that left his fide 
q&c open, fcated himfelf down, and taking the head of his murderd patron 
on his lap, he expired in that pofture. Padcfhah-nevaz-qhan, a Manfubdar, 
and a nobleman of great rank, who had been a man of great confequence and 
power in Fahqr-eddo31ah’s government, and was now commencing an acquaint¬ 
ance with the governor, having juft got up in this tumult, was immediately dil- 
patched by 'thofe ruffians. Ramzany, the Daroga or fuperintendant, who 
with the long fword of hismafter’s in liisjhand flood over againft him,unfficath- 
ed it, inftantly; and beingjoincd by Sitaram, the Cleik, who took up another 
fword, they both. rufbH amongfc thoufands of Afghans,[and after having fought 
with aftrength and a fidelity that did them honour, they both fell together, and 
together departed for the other world, where they arrived with a rofy face, and 
a glorious countenance. MSrl’Mer, and Mir-bedcr-el-dehy, with both their 
hands wounded, found means to cfcape from that feene of daughter and con- 
fufion. Ram-narain, and fome other pen-men, after having been ftriped to 
the fkin,were differed to depart, fome wounded, fome not. Mir abdollah-him- 
felf, could not efcape the hands of thofe murderers, but after having parted with 
is Canary, his Camur-bund or girdle, and his Shawl, which he threw amongft 
them. Shah-bendegy was killed on the fpot: the reft fled, every one as hu 

(,,) Betides the D-hSp, .r long broad fword, carried by fome men of confequence bolt-upright, 11 n cuf- 
tomarv, When the Prince or Navvabii fitting upon the Mefned, toby upon that vary Me£n*i another fabre. 
ind tbit iJ alwayt a beut or.le, like a Pcrfon fabre. 
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mind could prompt him. The doorkeepersof theSeraglio feeing how matters 
went, quitted their ftations, and fled every one to their own homes. Seyd-aly- 

qhan my youngelt brother, who was then in the library, and getting 

* 

ready with his mailers and teachers to wait on the Governor who had 
fent for him, hearing the tumult and fereams, was at a lofs what to do with 
• liimfelf. His mailers threw him into the women’s apartment, and difperfed im¬ 
mediately. In fuch a fcenc of confulion and difmay, Amina-begum, daughter 
of Aali-verdi-qhan, and confort to the murdered prince, had the prefence'of 
mind to order the gates of the Zenana or women’s apartment to be fliut ‘ftp; 
and getting Seyd-aali-qhan upon the terrace of the building, which was con¬ 
tiguous to Shahamet-djung’s houfe, flie bade him provide for himfelf juft as he 
could, but by all mean’s to find his way to the houle of his uncle, Abdol-aali- 
qhan ; and unfortunately if happened that Abdol-aali-qhan himfelf was gone 
on a vifit to Sheh-abdol-relTSl-belgrami: an antient commander of character, 
who had fervedwith honour under Ser-bSlend-qhan, and who having taken 
his leave from Aali-verdi-qhan, was now returning to his own country. By a 
particular providence tl» is gallant man, on palling by. ft wed a-boy with a taf- 
bant of cloth of gold upon his head, who was Haring in the ftreet, and feemed 
much at a lofs what to do with hinitelf: he Hopped Ihort, and having recollec¬ 
ted who he was, he was moved with pity, and throwing away the boy’s fliovvy 
turbant, he put upon him fome old clothes, with an old dirty blanket, and in 
that condition he took him along the water-fide and carried him to Abdol-aali- 
qhan’s lioufc : an action by which he rendered an important fervice to the boy’s 
father and mother, as well as to all his relations. 

Shimshir-qtian after having tarried a while in that fpor, fent ora'cv iC : 
Haiat-qhaii to bring Hadji-ahmed, father to the murdered prince. That officer 
had already been fent to him, as if upon a vifit; and he was there, when the or¬ 
der came. The Hadji on hearing of the or^er, was confounded and thunder- 

I ■ 

llruck; 


ftruck ; but yet he would have cfcapeid upon fome good horfe, ant would have 
taken (belter at Radja-funder-fing’s or in fome other place of fafcty, had he 
not been with held by an attachment to his money, and to his women, and a- 
bove all, had he not been kept b?ck by the force of a dcltiny-which blinded 
him intircly. Whilft the iatellites were breaking open his gate, he elcaped by 
a breach in his wall, and went to a neighbouring houfe, where he was found 
at hft, and confined; and for feventeen days together he underwent a variety 
of fupplices inflated upon him to oblige him to a difcovery of his riches : fo 
the they took from a fecrec part of his hou(e> where tie kept an impreffion of 
the facred foot, about feventy lacs buried under ground ; and continuing to 
torment him, and to extort confeffions, they got from him befides that firm, 
a great quantity of jewels and uncoined gold, which were buried in divers 
parts of his houle ; and yet from the houfe of his fon, the Governor, they 
could get no more than about three lacs, as the report goes, and very little 
from all the houfe of h.s murdered friends. The utmoft they could get from 
each family not amounting to more than a few thoufand Rupees a piece. Ai 
leaft. as much is come to the public knowledge. Hadji ahmed fpent 
with a variety of tortures, expired at the end of fixteen or feventeen days; and 

he was buried clofe to tJreSatnel-p3r quarter on the water fide, a lew paces 

beyond Djaafcr-qhan’s garden >.,and it was in (uch a tomb as fell to his lot. 

After this, a guard was fen t to the Wes of both by Shimlhir-qhan, who went 
and took up his refinance in Djaafcr-t^han’s garden : (leaving luSiau iair 
qhan to command in .the city,) his intention being to fight Aali-vadi-qrun, 
who was reported Co be coming. This intelligence made him tpend h.s money 
s with an unfparing hand : he wrote every where to his country men, 
inviting them to come to his affiftancej and it happened by a particular difpea- 
fation of providence, that Afghans feemed that year to Ihoot up out of the 
ground like fo many blades of grafs: for.it was at that very rime that Aluncd- 

abdaly, the Afghan monarch, had brought from his domi nions of Herat and 
1 Candabar 


IT-? 


The Afghani 

fpre.ul through¬ 
out the city, 
which they lack 
plunder. 


Candahar (jp6) an army of lever, ty thoi.fand horfe againft Shah-djehan-abad; 
and about the fame time, and whilft people were in daily expectations of that 
Prince’s arrival, Aly-mahmed-rohila, another Afghan, had quitted Seayend, 
where he commanded: and cutting his way. through Soharen-poor, he had 
come to Berheily, where he had put every thing in cbmbuftion i fovnat all India 
being now in arms, and every part of it full of Afghans, nq*. a day paffed, but 
the inhabitants of Azimabad had their attention roufed, and their fears awa* 
kened five or fix time a day, by the found of the Nagara or kettle drum; and 
on inquiry it was always found that this was occafioned by fome Afghan com* 
inander who was coming to Shimfhir-qhan’s alfiftance with fb many men. 

Dina n o all this time the city was a prey to all the horrors of fac and pi un¬ 
der. That General’s people as well as thofe of Baclhy-boSliah’s, being reftrained 
by no difeipline, nor overawed by any conftraint, fpread throughout every 
quarter of that unfortunate city, where not a day pafied witho fome houfes 
undergoing all the horrors of violence and dcfilemem. Diflionouring whole 
families, became familiar; and few houfes, and few perfons did efcape the de¬ 
filing hands of an unbridled Soldiery, and the infamous pra&ices r ' f na¬ 
tion of mifereants. 

But lctusdrawaveilupon all thofe infamies, and let c; look outfdt Abdol-aly- 
qhan, to whole houfe we have carried his nepfetw then a boy. That officer 
after having thought it expedient to pafs ine whole day in Sheh-abdol-reffiSl’s 
houfe, was now, (and it was night,) retiring to his own lodgings on the water 
fide, where he had ready a number of boats for his baggage,together with one 
of thofe commodious veflels, called Badjaras, for his own p. r fon and family. 
All thefe were manned and ready; and the head boat-manadvifed anJ i u u . 
ted him to avail himfelf of the night to get in the boats with his family and 
effects: promifing that before the enemy could know precifely where he might 


( 56 ) Both thefe cities arc now become the capitals of that View monarchy, that has fprens out of the aihesof 
NaJyr-fhah’s empire, an 4 forms no w a powerful ftste that embraces feveral contijniovs provinces o(Pe:i:s, l»- 
ilia, mid Tartar?* 




* be, he could carry him to thirty c^ es diftance, where he wou t be over- 
^ L ^en r and where he might take refolution he fhould judge proper”* He 
addfcfe, “ that the city refemblirg now a place taken by affault, and given 
“ up to t |ck and plunder >:\W Afghans were not thoroughly acknowledged 
w in it, yet.” . And rea iy this was the beft refolution that could be taken; 
but fate had detenti^d it other* ife: nor is it uncommon to fee every day 
people who- overwhelmed by the force of their deftiny, negleft the mod ob¬ 
vious means, tn order to addict themfeives to far fetched fehemes and whim- 
lies, and to expofe themfeives to mighty dangers, which it was in their power 
to have efcaped. In one word, he chofe to flay at home. After a few days, 
MSrad-fhir-qhan having been appointed fuperintendant of the city, fenr. Ab- 
dol-aly-qhan word, that he wanted to fee him : that commander on receiving 
the order, got into his paleky immediately with his ufual train, that is with a 
number of horkmen, macc-beares, foldiers and fervants of ail forts, that 
preceded and followed him at all times; and being arrived at the Afghan’s 
lodgings, the foldiers of the guard defired him to leave 'his people and arms at 
the gate, and Us gc -ai only with two or three fervants, unarmed. The officer 
concluding that had any ill ufage been intended for him, he had not been 
lent for by a Angle meZbnger, complied with the requeft, and went in on 
toot; and that wretched of AlgU'p, no fooner law him, than without paying 
any attention to his high rank, be ga't£ his arms and things to be plundered 
by his foldiers, and then fer.t him only with two or three fervants to Shim- 
•fhir-qban, in a pale 1 y of his own. This, general hearing of this affair, got up 
juft as lie was ^ n d running barefooted 0 ut of his tent, he expreffed the 
greatett concern- at what had happened, Scd. alked repeatedly pardon for the 
miftake: fending at the fame time for hbpaleky, he requeued his making ufc 
of it; and difmiffed him to his home, *|ih every demonftration of honour and 
regard, appointing a guard of a £w men to fee that no inlult fhould be offer¬ 
ed to his dwelling or perfon, Sometime after lie was obliged to alter his eou- 
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•du&; and bearing that his people vented -i ic j r rcfentment in bitter reprmchsf i 
and likewifethat Aali-verdi-qhan was cotlving, he fentfor him again, ar ,/ got 
him confined in a tent clofc to his own l a t laft importuned by ^ IS rad* 
fhir-qhan, and by Muftepha-qhan’s fon/ rV. ^. ve orders for hi'execution. 
Abdol-aaly-qhan was put in a boat, which was ro- -ed to the riier fide of the 
river; and the Satellites were going to put their o; in execution, when 
that officer with his companion S6yd-nevaz-qhan, being informed of their 
intention, requefted juft time enough to purify h imfelf by a legal ablution, and 
to offer a fhort prayer, after which he would iubmit to their pleafure ; but 
whilft the)' were performing their prayers, a controrder arrived, and they were 
carried back. A religious perfon of great weight, named Shah Sadyc 
Was the caule of the controrder: he became furety for Abdol-aaly-qhan’s peace¬ 
able behaviour, and he carried him to his home that very day; but it was 
under condition, that fliouldV Aali-v-crdi-qhan come, '-he prifoner would 
keep himfelf qui t, without offering in either adbion or word any injury to the 
prefent government. As to Mehdy-nelfar-qhan, my other uncle, he was in 
Serefs Cotom bah, a didridl where by his raafterVerd&r ••!'« hill' been expeivng 
the Zemindar from his lands: but as foon as the news of the Governor Gene¬ 
ral’s death became public, the Zemindar came buck with his people, and at¬ 
tacked him. Mehdy-nelfar-qhan with ihe.ftw people that remained with him, 
and the money he had colle&ed, mad- bis retreat good to Rhotas, where Aali- 
qhan the governor, received him j s his gueft v, ifh every demonftradon of 
honour and regard, and lodged hP* die fortrefs. v-As for thepoormans 
houfc, that is my mother’s houfe, 1 thank God, that it w\. " oreferved from 
■ difgrace and plunder; and it was irdie following manner: the fiiit My . v,a, 
prefervecPby the prelence of an Afg* ian officer, who had ferved under the 
poorman’s father, and who that day abandoned the out houfes, but laved the 
^audience hall with the women's appartmerc: the fccond day it was fecured by 
A guard fent by Bahuver-qhan, another Afghan commander, who had long 

been 
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>:*en in my father’s fervice, and in v hole prefence my father had :orn fevera! 
bonu’ his, to c ^ ie attjount of ter / or twelve thouland Rupees. Bahtaver- 
qhan, ’ vvas 1 man °f duthorir y, and of great credit with Shim-lhir-qhan, 
requefted t nat General to our houfe upon him as his ihare of the 

plunder. K' at the fa ne time exprefied the great obligations he had 
received from my £r; and alfo the marry important favors likewife 
which he had conferred on Sheh- mahmed-feiah, the Lacnovian, and 
on Caly-qhan the Belminian, two commanders of character. Bahtaver-qhan, 
in requeuing Seyd-hedaiet-aaly-qhan’s houfe to be fpared, had once threat- 
•ened to part with Shim-fliir-qhan, and to give advice to the^ governor of the 
coni piracy. His requeft was complied with; and as Sbimmer-qhan, God 
knows for whac realon, had the higheft regard for that officer,he promifed him 
-whatever he had a/ked. After rhe revoiution,the three officers abovc,took their 
•quarters in the audience-hall, from whence they ufed to repair to the Derbar 
or court of Shimfhir-qhan; and whenever they heard that any commander was 
marching to wards our lodgings, they would aflemble their people, whofe num¬ 
ber could not an. ,tm to left than two or three thoufand men, and would pre¬ 
pare foran ergagement, and it was by fuch methods as thefe that it pleafed God 
in thole days of confufion,* plunder and infubordination, to preferve that fpot 
from the mod: imminent danger oi pollution and infamy. 

All this while the body of the governor had remained unattended-to. At 
laft however after two whole days, it was taken up by Seyd-mahmed the Isfa- 
liamian, father-in-! ■ f to Mir-hlider-aaly 5 . Cutval of the city, and fon-in-law to 
’the late Mir?-’ Sihtb. Seyd-mabmed on th ‘intreaties ofMir-haider-aaly, brought 
the body toliis houfe, where he performed 'the religious rites over it; and wrap- 

pingitin a winditigafheet of great value( Jy) which he had brought from Kerbela 

—- - - - --- :-*- -- 

(57) That is, alheet of fine linen, that has been rnbbr 1 to Hoffcin's monument at Kerbela, anti is inferibrd all 
tJver with paHages of the Cbran,or even w*t’» ti-e* whole Coran, in characters m;de with moiftered Sandal-duft; 
anJ itranjj, as it may feem, the Shyalis booh men and women, commit oven crimes to get at thofe paflporta. 
taait at the remark i*9t Section toth. 
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far liimlel^> he committed it to the card? in that particular fpbt, tivat go ■:& t>y * 
name of Huibet diung’s momimeat, and which the deceafed had bon* 4 | t for 
that very purpxdc in that quarter of the cir/, called tseg,um-p 3 ra. 

YYhilft thac unfortunate city was in prey •' M ' ,; hc atrocities thry can - j, e eJrj . 
pe&ed from the rage of an unbridled foldiery, a report fpread Aaii-vcrdt- 
qhan was advancing on, his way to- Azim-abad at the fed of an army. Shitth- 
fiur-qhan therefore,and that abominable wretch, MSrad-lhir-qhaa, made hade 
to fecurc the family of the murdered Prince; with an impudence of mind, and 
an unfeelingncfs of temper, hardly to be parallelled throughout all the ann»Ss 
of Hindoftan, thofe impudent wretches were not afbamed to-fend Open car- 
riages to bring to»camp Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan’s confort and daughters, with 
Mirza-mehdi, his youngeft fon, then a boy; and without avei!, without a cun- 
tain, with not'evena blanket thrown over them to intercept the fight of fo 
many byftanders, thofe illuftrious, thofe high born perfom.'were huddled to¬ 
gether in thofe indecent carriages; and as if.tbere had not been at hand fo rnariy 
by-frays to anffrer the fame purpofe, they were moreover carried along the 
high ftreet and through the. main market: to,the great m ,, 0 :vati(>n bi. iiiuxC 
crouds of honed folks, who.thought it unlawful, to ralfe their eyes-o.pen 
upon fuch a forbidden fpe&acle,, and loaded the an#ors of fo much defilement 
witheurfes and execrations: even the Afgfefis thernfelves joined m the general 
deteftation. In a little time,, the flif.t lived authority of thofe mifereants 
came to an end ; and the perpetrates of fo much infamy, felt the force of 
univerfal deteftation, in the manner which this hidory ih all certify, and which 
was no more than what they deferve k 

The two chiefs, by fpreading <q cry where the money they had unmu 
abundance, had brought together stout forty thoufand horfe in the city, and 
nearly as many foot, moftly of their <pvn nation: they took with them that 
numerous train of artillery which they had found ready at their hands, and 
they, marched out to oppole Aali-verdi-qliaru The latter was in the middle 

of 
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winter, encamped at Amany-gunj in the o'titfk-irts of ibe city of M 8 r- 
>ih 8 t ad, to oppofc Mir-habib’s inro ds, and Djanodji’s ravages; when news 
came if that mighty event, of that heavy misfortune, that deprived him 
of a fon-i s’ 4 -law, who was he ey</ and flambeau of his family, as well as 
the unqueflk nable delighf of his heart; a fon whom lie compared to him- 
fclf, whether in tt» • art? of government or in thofe of the field. He had 
likewife loft his brother; and his daughter and grand-fon where kept in an 
unworthy confinemenr. On the other hand, he refleded likewife that the 
fame revolution had deprived him of the province of Azim-abad, that is 
of a full half of his domininons : that it had pafled to the hands of an 
enemy; and that m©ft of his own troops were of the fame nation with 
that enemy. All thefe misfortunes crouding at once upon his mind, made 
a deep impreffion on it ; but he did not lofe his wonted firmnefs, nor 
ever betrayed ah; appearance of fear, or perturbation, or ever abated any 


thing from his ufual gravity, or the confidence and Majefty of his deportment. 
The next day he ordered a general afiembly of his friends as well as of bis 

high .or low. When he faw them aflernbled and feated, 

... 

he informed them of what had happened, and then delivered himlelf in thefe 
words: Gentlemen, a jib, r. has firuck me, and Jlruck me very hard-. A fon of mine , 
a very able, Abd worthy fon has bt7» murdered : my brother has perifioed in the tor - 
ttnents: my children and grattdxhildren »orv prifoners , and are turned into Jo ma¬ 

ny objetls of contempt and contumely. Aftehfuch a flow of misfortunes life is become 
unpalatable to me, and< /proper to my circuit fiances : nor do 1 know any other remedy 
to my woes, than of killing or being Bled. Noztt after fucha declaration on 

pfi/f, i afk what are your oziw fentmenkf I fpeak to you all': and amongfi fo 

many friends,andfo many field companions, m'p prejenl, who is willing among#you to 
become my afififiant, and my affociatein this perilous affair? This fpeech uttered with 
* tone of voice, and a caft of features imprefled by a fenfc of deep-felt woe, made 
the itrongeft effed on that numerous afiembly. They anfwered in one general 
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ccmfufed nj jrmur that they were all h|) fervantsj all beholden for their weft- 
bcino- to him : all ready to obey his cob,mauds: and all ready to follow, ’dm. 

“ . i 

Gn hearing thele words, he paufed a whih, and their added: As your evicts 

^ -it 

have the/e many years acquired incredible rigm uponmygratitudey 1 de dare ioyott 
thbt whoever pall pleafe to become my man, triy fellow foldier and fkccourer in this 
affair, I, on my fide pall become his man, and his fellow fold}/ ,, ready to part wit /a 
■art life, or fortune in his caufe: either of thefe will be common-between us; and as 
to thoje that may be dfinclinedfromp laborious an undertaking, Lhavemo objections 
to their retiring to their homes: nor do I fee why it fbouldfsikav, thatbecaufe I have 
mfelf preferred death to fucb a life, they alfo fhould prefer death to their own con- 
veniency.” Thefe words having again produced a murmur of approbation,' 
and fevcral voices fpeaking together* on the-murmur’s* fubfkling, an officer* 
advanced to the mefned, and anfwered in thefe words for all the reft : 7here 
is no doubt but every one of us, your fervants, has been benefite by his attachment 
to your highnefs: we ha ve every one of us experienced your favours, and received as 
variety of obligations from your family; andnow we have no other intention than that 
of repaying you by fioedaing our blood inycrur caup. March Ll .deputed we'-pl* 
low. Soldiers and friends, replied the Viceroy, Ifye are true toyour words,and 
fincere in your proteftations, do confirm your oaths by .**§ ties of religion,-that they 
may acquire a greater foltaify, and become th^'mre bindings At thefe words, a- 
Coran was produced, and every one fitting up, fworc upon it* to the truth 
of his word, and the fidelity of his/promife. As loon as the aflfembly had 
taken their feats again, the Prince afldreffed them a Gentlemen, faid he* 
J am a debtor to every one of you; atsj the arrears ofyour . t debt which I 
mufi by all means difeharge : but yo( fee the times: pleafe to take-fat it net, V, 
allow me time to liquidate the whole gradually, for do not beleive J pall be [paring 
of my money with men that are not fparihg of their blood. The afl'embly. confented 

unanimoufly, and promiled to be all of ore heart and one mind in his fervice. 
Tins affair being ended to his fatisfaiftion, he turned Iris view towards,raiC- 
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; n g tj-je ncccffary money, and lie obtained immenfe Turns from hid Ton-in-law, 
y^ / aTKb -mahmed-qhan, and not { little fiom his own daughter, Bibi Gha- 
baflkj , confort to that deputy, tie alfo got mighty Turns from Djagat-feat, 
and from 'he bankers and dther ioney lenders, as well- as from the principal 
perfons of h ' court. All thefc Turns being immediately payed to the trocos, 
there ftili remained ball^hces due them. But whilft thefe arrangements were 
taking, the city was in danger. The Marhattas were in full view, and had 
raffed a great tumult; and as their manner of waging war is extremely trou- 
blefome and importune; and they never tarry at one place, but conduct 
their bufinefs chiefly by repeated fkirmiflies and repeated retreats; the Viceroy 
became uneafy at what might happen in his abfence: and he refolved to re*- 
main encamped, and to fecure the city, until the preparatives for his intend¬ 
ed expedition might be fully compleated. Mean while he fent his fon-in-lav/ 
Sayd-ahmed-qhsti, to Bagvangola, with orders to fecure the roads in thofc 
parts, in fuch a manner, as that the daily convoys of provifions from thence 
fhoukl not meet with any obftrudtion from the . Marhattas, nor the enemy fuf- 
a dearth in the city : he likewife publiflied “ that at prefent 
11 his buf,nets was with the Afghans, a fpecies of foes, from whom he could 
“ not divert" His atfetf^n to any other, objedt, and againft whom he muft 
i-<- [-jufeh oY all neceffity: tli. t mean while die Marhattas would be left in 
« , he Jieart of Bengal: an army of Vc hooters, tliat would ravage the coun- 
« try without controul, but againft \hom at preient he could not infure the 
“ fafety of the inhabitantst thac.it wai proper therefore, thate very onefliould 
«. provide.f, h’:ns own fafety, by retiring to fome fare retreat.” As toon as 
. lU ; vV -o , of his became public,, every one of thofe that could afford it, 
retired to the other fide, that is to the northern fide of the Gunga; and the 
multitude, that could not afford to qutftheii homes, recommended themfelves 
to God, and remained in the city Aali-verdi-qlaffs mind being now made 
eafy on - that head, lie applied it fo vigoroufly to- the preparatives of hrs 

future campaign, and he gained die affedtion of the foldiers fo effedtually 

by 
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by a variety oFfaveurs, and by the affably of his deportment, that about *fk 
end of the fecond Reby in the year 1161, A- 1 749 he was enabled to f .kc 
the field, with fourteen or .fifteen thoufand^wfe, ^nd -eight thousand- fr at 
•the,head of which he difplayed his glottis flj ndards towards tbe city of 

Azimabad. From Amany-gundj he went to Cha aideh, which is a village 

V 

at three coffes from M8rflS8dabad, towards the weft*. He '.eft his fen in law, 
Nevazifh- tnahamed -qhan, to take care of the city, in conjunction wills, Ata- 
dlah-qhan, tinder whofe orders he put a body of five or fix thoufand men, 
commanded by Mir-diaafer-qhan; and as this officer had been for fcveral years 
paft paymafler-general of the. forces, an office which he had lob, and which 
Jrad been heftowed on N8r-ollah-bcg-qhiR, the office in quefuon was reftored. 
to him with a view to gain that general’s heart, and to (hew a regard to Nc* 
vazifh-mahmed-qlun’s interceflion. And as it was expefted that the army on 
its march, would be followed and harraffed by the fiyfeg parties of the 
Marhattas, and probably would buffer ftom a dearth, if not from a fcarcity of 
provifions, it was recommended to the moft eminent grain merchants that 
followed the army, and to all thofe that could afford the t «ccuuuon, t 3 
•lay in a (lore of provifio s, and to accompany the army in their boats laden 
with (lores. In fhoit after taking every precaution, and providing againfl; 
every probable accident, he dOplayecl th~ ftandards of good luck, and 
quitting Chapay-dth, hercfolved to rn?.ch againft the enemy. 

As foon as this intelligence r vas cc nveyed to the Marhattas, they guefTed 
his intention; and being refalved on 'heir fide to fuppot* the Afghans at any 
rate, they gave up their wonted cuiom of warfare; and abypdonning their 
•fehemes of plundering the city of rfl8r£h8dabad, they took to a iu^juvu.;: 
gus country on die left of the viftcf'ious army, and marched inceilamly un¬ 
der coven The Bengal army on its march received fome affiftance from 
Seif qhan, who pofTeifed die Fodjdary P8raniah from a long lerics of 
years. 1 hat nobleman having heard of Aali-verdi-qhan’s expedaiaa, lent 

ca 



o his affiflance Sheh-din-mahmed, fo 3 to Sheh-mudjahed, a chici .command¬ 
er i \his fervice, at the head of fifteen hundred mufqueters: excufing him- 
felf at the fame time on pjctence of ficknefs, from waiting upon him in 
perfon. fhe officer havir g crofted the Ganga at Carangola, attempted to 
join Aali-vcr 'i-qhan, who.he heard would flay two or three daysatMongher; 
*nd he was already .arrived at Soltan-gundj, when he was fet upon by the 
Marhattas, who hearing of his fmall numbers, fent a detatchment to overtake 
him. The man without being difmayed, flood his ground the whole day, 
after having difpatched a fwife horleman to give advice to Aah-verdi-qhan 
of his fituation. This prince, although averfe from dividing his army, fent 
the four fons of Omer-qlian with a body of troops to fuccour him; but be¬ 
fore the detachment could arrive; the Marhattas, at fun fet, had already retir¬ 
ed to their camp, as is their cuflom: fo that Din-mahamed availed fcimfelf 
of this retreat, isqd of the darknefs of the night to march without difeonti- 
nuation, until at day break he met the detachment, with which he marched 
on leifurely, lo as to reach the army betimes. The next day he payed hit 
w A_’ : -vercii-qhan, who loaded him with careffes and encomiums. 
The officer in relating his engagement with the Marhattas, mentioned that 
having fpent all the po nder he had received from his mafler, he requefted a 
fupply from-the army’s flores, Idl he might he found deftitute in the future 
engagement with the Afghans. Thu was a very natural requefl, but to the a- 
mazement of all, it was not heard; and tae Viceroy, intent on fparing his {lores, 
expreffed doubts ah'* jt the officer’s fpc iding all his powder. The latter ob- 
ferved the lcns^.n of the engagement, which had lafled from morning till 
T» out the Viceroy flill doubted and it required a deal of perfuafion, 
and many intreaties to make him fpare a fmall quantity of gunpowder. Strange 
to fay! that fo great a Prince, and otherwife fo generous a man, fhould have 
taken up fo much time to confide r whether he fhould bellow Come gun-pow¬ 
der on a deferring officer: an article too fo cheap, and at that time, fb very ne- 
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ceffary to|thc petitioner. It was a little after this event, that a man who 
carried a letter of importance from Ata-orioh-qhan to the two Afghan Generals, 
fell in the hands of Doftmick-bedaqhfhaiy, an oflicerinthe Bengal aruy: by 
comparing the purport of the letter with tht mao’* anfwcrs, it became evident, 
that Ata-ollalv■ qhan folicited their concurrence and .heir alliance, offering them 
an union of concerns and incctcfts, and exhorting them to a vigorous oppo- 
iition on promife of fupport. 

Such a diicoverV could not but affeft the Viceroy : however his attention 
was foon diverted to another objedri Whilft the Bengal army was on its match, 
Mir-habib, of whom all track had been loft in his journey through the moun¬ 
tainous countries, emerged all at once about Bagal-p8r, and was now on the 
little river of Champa-nagar, where falling unexpectedly upon the laggers of 
the army, he occafioned much disorder and much tumult arriongft the people 
that attended the baggage; after which he retreated with hvr booty. But this 
did not prevent the Viceroy from continuing his journey to Mongher, where 
he was met by Radja Sunder-fing, Zemindar of Ticary, who had receiv¬ 
ed important favors from him, and was greatly attached to his family : 
and likewife by Camcar-qhan, Zemindar of Tarhut and Samav: they 
both came to pay their refpedts, and to offer>iheir fcrviccs; and they 
were received with demonftrations of honor and regard- Immediately after 
them, came the cream of law-learning, the prince of doctors, the with- 
drawer of the veil of ccleftial and tepeftial truths, our Lord and teacher, 

--Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, (May God perpetuate the refrdhing pure 

ftreams of his'learning!) and he came to pay his refpedts to i :r Viceroy, who 
received him with the utmoft regard, and (hewed him every demonftration 
of honor. He is a perfonnage, of‘whofc merit we fhall make farther men¬ 
tion, when we come to fpeak more particularly of Aali-verdi-qhan’s family, 
as well as of his private way of life. This excellent man was followed in a 
a few days by fome other perfons of diftindtion, fuch as Qhadum-haficn-qhan, 

who 
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vfho having quitted the army for fom. difguft agaiuft Mchdjr- r-efiar-qhant 
was coming to Azim abaci, and had diready pitched his tent at P81vary: where 
hearing of that lamentable e/ent, (his mafter’s dcath)and finding it dangerous 
to retreat, he thought it expedient to join his murderers, until fome favour¬ 
able opportunity fhould fervc. Hearing in the fequel that the Viceroy was arri¬ 
ved at Mongher, he gave the Afghans the flip, and came to pay his refpech to 
that prince, who admitted him the honour of killing the threlhold of die lublime 
gate. Thither came alfo Ifmail-c81i-qhan, a nobleman who on the firft news 
of the revolution at Azim-abad, had taken fright and was flying to M8rfh3d- 
bad; But on his coming to pay his obcyfance, no kind of notice was taken of 
it,as he had already loft his character. News caveat the lametime that the two 
Afghan commanders with fifty thoufamd oftheir countrymen, all as great mifcre- 
ants and as odious as thcmfelves, had quitted the city of Azim-abad with all 
thofe implements of war which they had found ready aflembled at their hands? 
and that they had encamped at the town of Bar. This intelligence having reached 
Aali-v'erdi-qhan, who had tarryed a few days at Mongher, only to afford fome 
reft to his army, and to implore the divine affiftance, he difplayed his vicari¬ 
ous ftandards. and marched forwards to meet the enemy. 

It was at this very critical time, that Mir-habib, and Djanodji arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Azim-abad, from whence they immediately fent notice of 
their arrival to the two Afghan generals. Thefetwo men who had only put in ex¬ 
ecution the feveral pajts of that mighty evolution, which had been planned by 
Mir-habib, but where he and the Mariettas had pointed out to them mighty 
benefits which they had taken upon thcmfelves, thought that now was the time 
to confer with them: They went to pay avifir to Mir-habib as well as to Djano¬ 
dji, as to two men in whofc fervice they reckoned themfelves to be: for this 
Mir-habib had been the propofer,and firfl mobile of that whole affair: he was a 
man of a fiery temper,fertile inexpedient, vindicative and ardent in every tiling 
that tended to ruin Aali-vcrdi-qlun’s power; but he was very little feconded > 

by; 
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1-y foi time. Djanodji and Mir-habib bef owed rich Qhylaats on Shimfhir-qhafi 
and his colleague, #hom they treated inalf refpcfts as men in their pay: and Mir- 
habib doubtlefs thought that he had conferred on them thereby the Vicerdyaky 
of Bahar. After this vifitthey were d ifiniffed to their camp; for the Afghans, 
who lud formed high pretentions upon him for their falary, feemed only to 
conform to whatever he pdeafed. The next day Mir-habib returned the vifit, 
upon an invitation from the Afghans, who had prepared an entertainment: he 
wa? accompanied by Mirza- mahrned faleh, by Mohon-fing and by fome other 
perfons of diffincuon; a great deal of refpcfl was {hewn him, and he wat fump- 
tuofly entertained. After the entertainment, he was fhewn into a magnificient 
tent, pitched on purpote for his taking fomc repofeinthe afternoon; they alfo 
fent'a guard thither, in appearance to do him honor, but in reality for quite 
another purpofe: the officers had orders to let Mir-habib repofejeifurely; but 
on his offering to return to his camp, they were to prevent him, and to repre- 
fent, ** that the Afghans had engaged on that dangerous enterprise folelyonhis 
“ promife;; that they had performed their own part, as men in his fervice, by 
4< ditpatching Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan; and were now to the number of fifty 
“ thoufand horfeand foot ready to fight the enemy, and all this, by his orders, 
* c and for his fake; but as the pay of the troops was in arrear by a vaft balance, 

“ it was proper that he fhould provide for their immediate relief by afum of 
“ thirty or forty of lacks; after which he might return to his camp, to find the 
“ remainder.” Mir-habib’s Situation now became critical; but he was extrica¬ 
ted by his friend, Mirza-lalch, to whom he nad given proper inftrudions, and 
who having examined the fcheme by himfelf, executed thefollo'vingflratagem: 
he engaged a number of Maibitta troopers to abfent themfelves from the Af¬ 
ghan camp; and then to return full fpeed, crying out that Aali-verdi-qhan 
was at hand, and that his vanguard was'in purfuit of them. The troopers did as 
they were bid, and filled the Afghan army with tumult; and Mir- habib getting 

ready with his retinue, intended to return to his camp, when he was met byithe 

two 
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two Afghan generals who renewed, their requeft, but were snfwered by 
Mir-habib “ that they took very ill their time for flopping him and fetting up a 
« conference and a negotiation: that ifucu a ftoppage could not but produce 
“ fome great evil; and would occafton precifely what the enemy wifhed lor: 

that Aali-vcrdi-qhan thirfting for revenge was at hand; and that fuch a fum 
« W ould be duely confidered, and as much as he could afford it, provided 
«< f Gr after his return to his camp; but that fuch an affair requited leifure and 
u recollection; and that now the main bufuief; was how to get ready for an 
« engagement,as nota moment wastobcioft in difputes.” This fpeech produ- 
ccdits full cffeCt: the Afghans confidered,contented to a parley; and atlaft Mir- 
habib agreed to pay down two Lacs of Rupees, for which a Banker became 
his fecurity. It was with fuch a contrivance he found means to depart from 
the Afghan camp, and to arrive fafe among hi* own troops, together with 
his right hand man Mir-za-faleh: the next day the two armies, having juft 
feen each other, and being only at three cofies diftancc, every one prepared 
for a general adtion. 

^ 5 ) Thv Nav vab {word of the empire,the valorous of the ftate, the vaillant 
Mahmed Alli-verdi-qhan, ever formidable in battles, who in thofe times had 
not his equal, except Affef-dja-nizam-el-mulk, in the art of ranging an army 
in battle and m chufing a poft, did not. think it proper to quit the fhore of the 
Ganga, but kept clofc to it’s banks, along which he advanced towards the town 
of Bar, where he found the Afghans encamped on die other fide of a fmall 
river, which was in times of yore, the Ganga itfelf, but where the water hav¬ 
ing quitted that fhore, and gone over to the other fide, had left juft fuch a fmall 
quantity of water, and in fo narrow a ftream, , as formed an If and on the 
antient bed called the Derah, or hollow; on the other lide of which the 
Afgans had encamped, but which they turned into a very ftrong poft, by 

(5$) fticfe words with a Tew Vines that follow; arc jiven her '• lite.*a Ujr as a fpccimen of our author * oriental 
ftylc. 
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lining all the fliores with that .numerous Artillery which abounded in their 


camp; in fo much that the palfage had been rendered of very difficult ac- 


cefs. The Viceroy having taken information from a Zemindar of that neigh¬ 
bourhood, advanced weft-wards about two miles during the night time, and 
paffed on the other fide without any difficulty; nor did this event, come to the 
knowledge of the Afghans but when it was already mid-day: Struck with fur- 
prife and amazement, they abandoned that numerous artillery with all its im¬ 
plements, and difappeared; and this firft fuccefs proved fo aufpicious, that the 
Viceroy took it up as a good omen to his future operations : fufpedting how¬ 
ever that iome deceit might lurk in this fudden retreat, he advanced beyond 
his own artillery, and paffed the whole night waking, with part of his araty 
under arms. At the end of the night, when the horifon commenced to redden, 
and the divine goodnefs was fending forth the bencficient rays of it’s fun, he 
made his morning prayer, and rubbing the forehead of fupplication and humi¬ 
lity, on the future field of battle, he petitioned the fupreme overfeer of the afflic¬ 
ted for fuccefs and vidtory over thofe murdering enemies of his family. Af¬ 
ter this, he produced a fmall cake made of the earth of the facred tomb of the 
Prince of martyrs ( 59 ), (a precious gem which he always carryed with him on 
filch important occafions,) and having adorned his forehead with fome duff 
from it, he found within himfelf an acceffion of Vigor, and he gave theorder 
of march. On getting up with the enemy, he again made a fhort prayer, 
mounted his Elephant, and prepared for battle. After having examined the 
country about Bar,and paid a proper attention to that hollow plain, in which is 
the village called Rani- Choc, (and this is but at four coffes from that town) 

(59) The prince of martyr* ought by all means to be Mahomet himfelf, who was poifoned by hi* 
fair few prifoner, in his expedition again!* the Jews of Qhaiber; but Mahomet cats bat. a fmall figure with 
the Sbyahs or Perfwn fedfcaiies, whenever their own heroes may be affcdled by the compct.t on. 1 he prince of 
martyrs with them therefore is either Ally his coufm aud fon-in law, who was flam at Nejef alias C8fab,near 
Bafrah,where he lies buried; or Hoffe'm hi» grand-fon by Fateniah,who was (lain at Kerhela, near Bagabad,wher# 
he is entombed, and where his monument is refer ted tocYery day by immeufe crowd* of JPcrfia u, and even by 
Turks who chance to pafs that way. 
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he difpofed his army in the following manner : Bahadyr-aaly-qhan, with the 
hea vy artillery was placed in the front of all: behind him was ftationed Haider- 
aaly-qhan with the field pieces; and he was to be fuppocted by Rahetn-qhaa 
and’Mir-mahmed -cazem-qhan, and Doft-mahmcd-qhan at the head of their 
refpe&ive brigades: thefe were his main body in one line. On the left 
of this, and a little behind, over againft the part where the Mat hattas had 
nude their appearance, he placed Sayd-ahmed'qhan,hisfon-in-law, with Alla- 
yar-qhan, and Mirza-Iredj-qhan and Radja Sunder-fing, and Radja-camcar- 
qhan with fome other commanders, all at the head of their brigades. Urner- 
qhan received orders to ride the Viceroy's ftandard-elephant, quite dole to th e 
prince himfelf and in his front; and that commander’s four Tons, viz. Al£ 
alet-qhan, and Ddir-qhan, and Ahmcd-qhan, and Mahmed-qhan,with their 
troops, were ordered to attend their father. But Sheh-din-mahmed with 

lcveral other commanders, received orders to cover their flank: all thefe 
difpofitions being made, the Viceroy took his port in the center of all. On 
the oppofite fide,the two Afghan generals put their army in the following ordet 
of battle: they had of their own about thirty thouiand horfe and foot, beftdes 
Baq{bi-b 681 iah’s infantry', and a multitude of other Afghans lately arrived. 
Hayat-qhan, a commander of character, was ftationed with his corps on tne 
very Banks bf the Gangs, towards the left, with a battery of heavy cannon, 
with which he had orders to fire inceffantly againft the enemy’s center, and 
againft Aali-verdi qhan’s perfon. the reft of the army formed a body that exten¬ 
ded in a line weft wards of the River fora great length. Ihe Marhattason 
the other hand,formingan angle with this line,fronted the whole left wing of the 
enemy; and Aali-verdi-qhan, enclofcd between two armies, each of which, 
was ftronger than his own, looked like a gem encircled with metal. 1 he 
Marhattas were flurmiftiing endlcfly, and the Bengal afmy feemed to be given 
up for loft; butitmuftbe acknowledged for the fake of truths, that never did that 
heroe exhibit fo much ftcadinefs and fortitude,as in that trying day,in which few 
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men would have rot felt their firmnefs daunted by fo formidable an ap¬ 
pearance ol^ (uperiomy. The two atones now advancing to engage, and 
the artillery firing already, a ball dire&ed by the fovereign difpofer of events, 
took up Ser-dar-qhan’s head, and (hockingly mangled his body; and hi* 
troops deprived of a commander, reputed ftill braver than Shimftur-qhan, 
were dilheartened, broke their ranks, and then dilperfed: nor were thefe 
lefs than a full half of the Afghan army. By this time Haider-aaly-qhan 
was advancing towards thofe difiieartened troops with hi? infantry, and per¬ 
petually pouring upon them fuch (beets of fire, as darkened the light of 
the fun; and having turned noon-day into a dark night, the ambient ajr be¬ 
came as black and as frightful as the reprobated faces of thofe wretched ra¬ 
vages. Aali-verdi-qhan on obferving the confufion and fluctuation occa- 
fioned by this fire, ordered Shch-djekan-yar and Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan to ad¬ 
vance with their cavalry, and to charge the confuted enemies; but neither 
of thofe two officers moved a ftep. At this very moment the Marhattas, 
and Mir-habib, feeing the Bengal army fully employed by the Afghans, fell 
upon it’s left wing, and made fo vigorous an attack, that Seradj-cddoSlah, 
v/hofe elephant was clofe to that of his uncle, obferved “ that matters grew 
ferious there, and that fome afliftance mull be fent againlt thofe enemies 
fC immediately, or it would become too late to think of it.” Aali-verdi- 
qhan with an inflamed face, and a tone of anger and pcevilhnefs not cuftom- 
ary to him, anfwered blundy, pray, who are the Marhattas? and who is Mir- 
habib ? my enemies now are thofe that are before me: after 1fhall have been re¬ 
venged of thofe mifereants, I hope with god's blejwg to give a good account of 
She Marhattas them fives, and to drive them out of my country. After this an- 
fwer, he, without looking at the Marhattas, continued with his face turned 
againft the Afghans; and he again fent an order to Fakyr-ollah-beg-qhan to 
charge dire&ly. Wliiift he was yet fpeaking, a fwift horieman came up, 
with a joint meffage fto m Rahera-qhan, and Dofcmahmed-qhan, and Mir- 
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cazcni 



‘■Cazem-qhan, and Haider-aali-qhan, requefting leave to charge immedi¬ 
ately, as the enemies feemed confounded, and greatly difordered by the 
fire of the infantry ; “ we only wait for your order/’ added the rndfenger; 
u an H be hire , to cover our rear fo as to preferve our communication with 
«„ you.*’ Go my valorous fellows, anftveredthe Viceroy, go where viBory beck . 
ens to yrn and red ajured that you Jhall ftemeclofe to your bach, and at hand 


lo fupport you. The rrteffenger having returned on a gallop, a moment afcer 

the nrft line: was fecn. to move forwards; the Viceroy immediately moved 
\ 

a^the fame time; and the adton at once became a fccne of hand-blows. 
DofbMahmed -qhan and Mir-Cazem-qhan, both rivals of glory, and both 
friends, rode on the fame elephant; and defirous of being before hand with 
the others, they were pulhing.eagerly forwards; and the engagement now 
becoming clofer and elofer, every one engaged the man over againfl: him, 
and fought hand to-hand,in fucha manner that the enemy's blood commenced 
flowing in abundance^and it dropped onthe dry ground,like the hair from the 
eye-browsofthe afflicted ones. The two friends pufhing eagerly forwards,withoiTt 
looking behind, at laft clofed with MSrad-fhir-qhan’s elephant, upon which 
Mir-cazem-qlun, was already jumping, having feized the oppoihe HoS- 
dah with one hand. The Afghan-general, although wounded by amufquet 
ball, had force enough to ratfe his head, and fei zing a fab re or an Afghan 
knife ( 59 ), he twice ftruck his enemy, cut foaie of his fingers away, and 
made hint quit his hold WhiMl he was thus engaged, Boft-Mahmed- 
qha'n jumped into the HoBdah, and having brought him down by his weight, 
he cut his head off : inftandy the man who had loft his hold and his fingers^ 
having applied his wounded hand to the HcSdah*s board, goc up again. It 
was at that time that Shimlhir-qhan fell wounded from Ins elephant, without 
it being known how, 'nor by whom. This having been perceived by Djib- 




(59) A* Afghiin kjvfc to a halt a fibre. 
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•beg, a gentleman: attached to Dilir-qhan, he jumped down from his 

1 

cut off the Afghan’s head, and non to prefent it to Aali-verdi-qhan; and 
the/c two guilty heads, fluffed with lo much ingratitude and pride and im¬ 
prudence, having been now brought down from their feats, by thc difpo- 
fidons of an avenging providence, were made faft to the feet of the Vice¬ 
roy’s- elephant. Ac fight of this, that prince inclined himfelf profoundly, 
and rubbed the front of humility on the ground of acknowledgement, 
for an event which became afure fore-runner of vi&ory; fetting open 'at the 
fame time the gate of joy and gladnels, he ordered the mufick to flrike up, and 
the enemy to be charged everywhere, without affording him time to breath. 
Mean while the Marietta army, which had advanced fiercely againft the 
left wing, as againft a fure prey, finding that the engagement had taken a turn 
which had never been fo much as fufpeded, and which had intirely changed 
the face of things, were aftonifhed at thefirmnefs and fortune of a man always 
crowned with fuccefs : they doubted of their being able to face fo fortunate a 
commander; and quitting the engagement, they commenced retreating; fo 
that Aali-verdi-qhan being freed from thofe importunate enemies, turned his 
whole attention againft the Afghans; he purfued them to their camp, which 
he entered with all the pride of victory, planting his fortunate ftandards at the 
very entrance. All this while the unfortunate governor’s confort,A.minah-beguni 
with her daughters, and Mirza-mehdy her Ion, were kept prifoners in a tent, 
that had become the feat of mifery and wretched nefs, and where they were 
expofed to all kinds of hardlhips and to every kind of contumely : thole un¬ 
fortunate perfons heating of this unexpected revolution, thought they had 
come a feccnd time into the world, and they'commenced to breathe freely. 
Thofe illuftrious captives were brought the Viceroy’s quarters, and a flood of 
tears, as well as an innundation of joy, followed the interview : all was fi- 
lence for a long while : at laft they both opened their hearts.and mouths to re¬ 
turn their acknowledgements to the fupreme comforter. On hearing of this 
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piece of good news, the Inhabitants of the City of Azim-abad, high or low 
gave thcmfelvcs up to an upivcrfal joy; and their hearts contra&cd'this long 
while by the preflure of misfortune, forrovv and regret, being fee at liberty by 
this revolution, expanded at the wel looms news; they thronged in crouds 
to fee the unexpected kene,an<.! tokifs che defired thrdhold; and they returned 
home each with a provifion of joy for the reft of the year. The nobles and 
the people flocked out of the gates into the victorious camp of that fortunate 
and benevolent prince, to contemplate that pattern ot both glory and fimplicity 
of heart; and j^erhaving feafted their eyes with the fight of their beloved lord, 
and contemplated the individuals of a family that had become the dariing.of 
mankind, they feemed to have obtained die utmoft fcopc of their foadefl? 
willies. Aali-verdi-qban, after having given fome reft to his troops fora 
eouplc of days, ipread his victorious ftandards, and marched into the city 
of Azim-abad in military array, but yet with a pomp that darkened the eye 
of his enemies, and gladened the hearts of his friends. He carried fo much' 
benignity in his looks, and (hewed fo much mercifuinefs and condefcendence 
jn whatever he did or faid, that he afforded long draughts of a refrcflftng re- 
lief to the diftrdTed inhabitants of a city and country, whole-aflli&cd hearts 
had been diefe two months and a half thirfting after fuch a day, and fpread- 
ing conflantly the eye of expectation as a carpet for his beneficent arrival* 
r l he prince’s emotions at theic unfeigned dcrtionftrations of joy were guefled 
by his alighting again, to return his acknowledgement to the fpring and 
author of ail benefits: he renewed his orders for performing the vows and 
oblations be* had promifed, and commanded fums and penfions to be diftri- 
buted to the needy, to the Seyds, and to the -diftreflTcdbelievers (6o), as well 
as to the impotent and poor of all forts; after which he wrote to his deputy at 
MSrfh$dabad, that u Thanks be to God, he had obtained a complete victory. 
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(<o> By the words believers, the author always means Shy ahi. 
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<f - an&fuch as his heart had wifhed; and that, therefore, there remained no 
\ 

“ thing mite on his part, than to diftribute to thcpeyri and to me needy iami> 

“ lies of that city, the fums that had been vowed for their relief,” he commas 
dec! him “ to keep always in his eye the content and fatisfaction of the ipha* 
bifants committed to his care, as tire main object of his adminiftration; 
u fo as to aflord forue confolat ion to a loyal people that had already fuiTercd 
“ but too much from the apprehenfions Of the iniquitous government of a 
“ fet of mifereants that, had murdered his children, overwhelmed his family 
“ and effentiallyinjured hisloving fubjefts.” Thcfelettersbeingjilifpatched,he 
fent trufty officers and other perfons of his houfliold to confifcate and bring . 
away the property which that ungreatful nation had left at Deher-banga: at the 
fametimeletterscamefrom theZemindarof Betia,humbly fetdng forth, that the 
“ families of Shimfhir-qhan and Scrdar-qhan had been lodged with him by 
“ their owners, as in a place of fafetyjand that fhould thefedefeneelefsperfons 
“ be buffered to depart to fome other country, he would undertake to pay to 
“ hishighnefsanuzurorprefeht oftbreelacs of Rupees.” This offer wasnot ac¬ 
cepted; and trufly perfons were fent to bring that family away. In orderto give 
thofc perfons more weight, and alfo to keep the Zemindar in awe, Aali-verdi- 
qhan himfeif crofTed the Ganga, and under pretence of hunting, he advanced 
two or three days journey towards the Beck; after having left the care of the 
city to his Son-in-law Sayd-ahmed-qhan. The Zemindar; of Betia intimidated 
by thofe appearances, thought proper to deliver to the envoy the con fort and 
daughters of Shimfhir-qhan; and orderswere immediately difpatehed to them, 
to bring ihofe Ladles in covered coaches, and with fo much (licence and care, as 
that they fiould never,cone to be defiled by any prophane. eye: directions Uketvife wen 
given, that injlead of being carryed along the main fireet and the fieveral Markets of 
tfie city of Azimabad,they Jhodd take a circuit, go round the unfrequented parts of 
the ramparts, and be conduced with the utmojl refpedl and fecrecy to his firaglic, 
ehouf the wefiern gate ; B«t by all maw to take care that they Jhould.fiufer no in¬ 
jured. 
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legate of ^e ftnauary^h^ were received with kindnefs, and signed a decent 
apartment for themfclvcs and their attendants. The attention to decence was car¬ 
ry tdfb far, that Seradj-eddoSlah,who was the whole delight of his foul; and who 
ufed to get into the Prince’s Seraglio at all times, without fending or giving 
notice, was now commanded to fubmit to thofe demonftrations of refpeft and 
precaution;.left the fight of unlawful women ftiouid byfome chance come to 
met\his youthful eye: a precaution to which Aali-verdi-qhan fubmicted himfeif 
now, always fending notice (t>i), whenever he went into his inner appartment. 
He alfo made ic a point to (hew thofe ladies every mark of regard and atten¬ 
tion: whenever he received any fine fruit, or any viduals had been prepared 
to his particular mind, (and he was very nice in this laft article,) he always 
fent them a fliare firft of all, and then only he thought of his own con- 
fort and daughters; and luch a fhare was always upon an equality;but when¬ 
ever there happenned to be feme holy days, or foine other falemn occafion, 
in which it became proper to fend Shimthir-qhaa’s confort a compliment or a 

rnefiage fuitable to the oecafion, it was always by the expreffion of Nani or of 

* 

my grandmother', for as tp the daughters, he never fo much a; mentioned 
them : a delicacy, that does him the more honor, as his own daughter, and 
liis grand fhiklrca of both fexes, had been created with the utmoft contempt 
and contumely by thole Ungrateful mifereants, who would have never been - 
able to repay him for the many favors heaped upon them, had they fpenc 
their whole lives in his fcrvice; and v/ho yet made no other return for fo 
many benefits, than that of {offering thofe forlorn captives to become a prey 

( 5i y In that cafo people of the higheft dift'm&ion keep alvt . y: on the watch at *he gate of the Seraglio forn* 
Eunu h, or at lead mi old woman, wliofe hufmefs to run forwards and give not ice to the Ladies* Inferior peo¬ 
ple always flop at the curtain thatindicates th3 apartment of women,and either ce ngh feveral tirnes,cr calk aloud, 
<>r flrifce their hands together. This precaution is intended to afford fome delay to any women that (houltl be 
bath’ng, or drying the»r ha'.r in the fun, or (hitting their clothes , or <tr*h proving without a veil; any tnirvdion; 
at fuch a time, by even the matter of the houfe, would occahon a general (creaming, cr at lean much murmur- 
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to every diftrefs and every mifery imaginable: Co infamous a behaviour 
rendered thole mifereants in their life time, the fcope of the arrows of 
every one’s fatire and reproach; and after their death, their memory has 
ever been held in horror and detection. But it was not with any view to 
himfelf that Aali-verdi-qhan, had fent for thofe Afghan ladies: it was, faid 
he, to refeue their honor from the confequences of a fudden revolution, or a 
precipitate flight: for to all the fweetnefs of good manners and good breed¬ 
ing, he joined a great knowledge of mankind, and a very keen lighted pru¬ 
dence; and he was heard to fay more than once, that he had- ..o’bufincfs at 
all with any man’s honor or women, although he fhould prove his bittcred 
enemy. Bufnefs with his women, would he fay, I never had, nor will ever have; 
and if I have fent for theft veiled ones, (Gt) it is to Jbezt) the world, and even to 
Sbimjhir-qhan's departed Jhul , what difference there is between himfelf and nte 
That man had made me no proper return, by ufng fo fiamelejjly ill my children 
and grand-children: Zln-eddin-abmed-qbfltt himfelf had offered him no injury, and 
1 am not conf ious of having done that Afghan any thing but much good : And 
even fippof/ig that he did harbour fame fecret difeontent again/} my fan-in-law, 
fill he revenged himfelf by treating him as no mat ought to be treated by 
another ; But what had his women dene him ? and what was the guilt of his 
tonfort? zvhai wrong had they done him, for his injWiiing fuch a treatment upon 
them ? Such were that prince’s fentiments. Some time after, he found an op¬ 
portunity of carrying his benignity much farther. Shimfhir-qhan’s eldefl: 
daughter had been bethrothed to one Shah-mahmed-afac, one of the defen¬ 
dants of CaiTcm-Suleimany’s : an Afghan of note, who had turned Fakyr or 
religious in times of yore, but w ho had been fhut-up in the fortrefs of Chen- 

nar-gur by order of the Emperor Djetianghiri (63), who did not like his be- 
■ '---* -- -- - 

(6a) This is the polite cxprdlion for ftgnifyinjj women. 


(63) One of the ancestors of Mahmcd-fluh, and the ninth ir» order above him? be was reprefented with 
a broad face* a thin jents beard, and a vtry thin pair of whiflccrsj fo tl\at the Tartarian features may befeea 
•f l*te as that foe. His Con $hah-djeha« had a th^rougH Indian face, tliat u a beautiful one in the European ftyle. 
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ing followed by fuch fhoals of fedators: there the man ended his life and 
there his difciples in conjunction with the Afghans his fedators,had raifed over 
his bones a fine monument much reforted to by devotees, and which in 
Aali-Verdi-qhan’s time, was kept in full repair, fo as to am ad much notice. 
T~ Is monument cuts a figure in the weftern part of the town, adjoining to 
itfelf; but fince the Englifh have added that flrong hold to 
the cc ' quesls, they have made of all the eaftern provinces of Hindoflan, 
the NWfokum has loft it’s revenues,and the pilgrims their ufual entertainment: 
it is now going- ts decay; and god only knows what further humiliation it is ftill 
to exped. This Mahmed-afac, bearing a charader much admired by 
the Afghans, Aali-verdi-qhan fent for him, and beftowed on him his intended 
bride. The nuptials were celebrated in fo generous a manner, that he made 
rich prefents to the new married couple, conferred a number of favors on the 
whole family; and at their own requeft, he difmified them to Deher-banga, 
which was their native place, and where by his order they were compliment¬ 
ed with feveral villages that furnifhed amply to their fubfiftencc. Another 
inftance of Aali-verdi-qhan’s benignity of temper, and of his regard for the 
fex in particular, m'.y be obferved in his attention to Mir-habib’s contort, 
that bitter energy tr> his perfon and family. The confort of that general, 
even after his - flight and defedion, had continued to enjoy perfed lafety in 
jM8rfh8dabad, where fire remained feveral years, always refpeded by the 
government. But as the keeping' fuch a family any longer in that capital 
was fufceptible of inconvenience, the Viceroy wrote now to his Deputy, to 
have that lady conveyed to the frontiers with her whole family in the mod de¬ 
cent manner, after having complimented her with a larger fum of money 
than that which fire had requefted herfelf for the charges of her journey. The 
order bore that her perlon fhould be entrufted to fomc approved man, whofe 
bufmtfs Ihould be pot to lofe fight of her, until (he had been delivered into 

her Lord’s hands. All theft events happened about the time when new. 
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Larue, that the Emperor Mahraed-{hah had departed this life,and that Ms for/ 
Ahmetl-lhih had become in his fiead the- ornament of the Hindottiny 


Throne. 
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SECTION VII. 

STRANGE conspiracy of a fin againjl his father Seradj-cd-db o las 

afcendance on his uncles mind.—Dijjentions creep in the viceroy' s fami¬ 
ly .—Amazing fortune of Ata-allah-qhan. — 7he viceroy carries with 
him to his cap ital a number of learned men oj Azimaaad. Ihe author 

finds his granduncle, , Abdol-aaly-qhan, difgraced, and in mifiry.—And 
ad ^relations anefiri ads, gone to the court of Moor(hoodabad. — Seif - 
qhan, hereditary g.ve'mor of F&rania, is flighted by the viceroy, and 
foon after dies.—ill confutl of his Jon andfucceffor , who has the folly to 
take a journey to Moorjhoodabad.—The Marhatta prince Djanodji at¬ 
tempts to plunder that city. — The viceroy marches againfi him. — A 
whole brigade mutinies , and is broke and dijbanded. The viceroy pur- 
fucs Djanodji.—Infamous ufage offered to the willing garrfin of Ba¬ 
ra-batty—That jertrefs furrenders.—Dfcription cj the city oj Ca- 
tec.'—The viceroy returns to his capital, through an infinity oj diffi¬ 
culties.—Firji campaign of Seradj-ed-d'oSla.—Strange inj.de/ities in 
the Bengal army.—Strange behaviour of a zemindar who had offered 
himfelf for a guide. — Serajd-ed-dWa elopes and revolts. — The old 
viceroy pajjionately doating on his grandjbn.—Strange attack on the 
city of AzimaUd, by Jixty men.—Singular combat between two 

A 2 noblemen. 
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noblemen, equally Jlout and brave.—The viceroy recovers his nephew, 
and then falls dangeroujly ill.—The viceroy again, at the head of bis , 
troops, forces the Marhattas to retreat.—The 'two parties tired’of '* 
tweh/years' war.—Peace concluded.—An immenje balance, long for¬ 
gotten, recovered for the treafury by a gentoo minijler . —Some aeccuhi 
and death of Mir-habib, a famous Marhatta general.—Death of t' 
Gentoo minijler, Djankir'ara ; and fome account of Rdm-vy- 
Death of young Ecram-ed-do8la.—Which in time can cat f 
his adoptive father, NevarJjh-mahmed-qhar.. — Injam' it conduct of 
Seradj-ed-d’o%la, in his private hours.—IIis perfon detefie-L-—fie for 
his coup d Iff ay, murders two illujlrms noblemen, bfthere:. —Noble re¬ 
flections of the author on thoj’e two murders.-—Neva- eifh-mahmed-qhan 
infinitely regretted.—His eulogium.—Some account of his fecond bro¬ 
ther, Sdyd-ahmed-qhan.—His death.—Singular character of an old 
woman called Dana-annga.—Death of Ally -verdi-q ban.—An ac¬ 
count of his private lif e.—-Singular prediction of his, with regard to 
the Engliffc, 


W E have left Aali-verdi-qhan on the other fide of the Garina. 

As this was a country full of game, and he was exceed¬ 
ingly fond of hunting, he pafied forty or fifty day 0 on 'that fide of 
the river; and it is there that Seradj 7 ed~do8i;. , who could not <Er 
gefi: the appointment of his uncle l r yd-ahi icd-qnan to the vice¬ 
royalty of Azimabad, fpoke fome words, add committed fome ac¬ 
tions, that little became his ftation and his perfon; and it is at fuch 
a conjuncture, likewife, that he gave fg me prefages of the ha Hinds 
‘of his temper, and the improvidence of his conduct. There alio lie 
gave evident figns of his Influence in the politicks of the govern¬ 
ment, and of his unbounded influence over his grand-father’s mind; 
and this was about one of the flrangeft events which Kiftory ever 
recorded, a conspiracy of a fon again# his own father!, an evgnt 
which may be ranked amonjfft thofe that Serve to awaken the at¬ 
tention of mankind; and to put the mod: confident upon their own 
guard again# wickednefs and malevolence. But it muft be remem¬ 
bered fid!:, how that pattern of mankind, the illuftrious Mir-inah- 

- med-aali. 
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med-aali, the- learned, (whofe learning and merit may God continue 
or a length of time!) * had crofted over from PSrania to Mongher, to 
palce/vift to Aali-verdi-ifhan. As he had fome connexions with 
; if-qhan, the hereditary governor of P8rania, a province which is fi- 
aiauedjuft over againft Mongher, and on the other fide of the Ganga, 
l\y had re-crofted over to renew his acquaintance with that nobleman, 
as welt with his eldeft fon, a young lord whofe name was Faqhr-ed- 
dito-hofleii -qhan, but who went by the name of the Navvab- bahadyr, 
or v^iant Ni"-vab. On his departing fran thence after his vifit, this 
youngfdord gave him a petition, that is a letter for Aali-verdi-qhan, 
which incldf 'd a litter to himl'elf; nor did the illuftrious Scyd ever fo 
much as dream of the contents; for he promiied to put the letter 
in Aali-verdi-qhan’s own hands at fome difengaged moment^ and to 
fupport the contents with all his influence; and as he was naturally 
of an unfufpicious temper, he carried it to that prince, and on the 
very fir ft opportunity, put it into his hands. The viceroy having 
perufed the contents, turned towards the lord Seyd, and uttered 
thefe words: Well, my lord Seyd, I Jball do .whatever you dijire, and 
as you Jhall hid me. As the lord Seyd knew nothing at all of the con¬ 
tents, he exprefled fome furprife at thefe words, and could not help 
anfvvering, that he was not privy to the contents of the petition, 
yjpon this jrhra viceroy put in his hands both the petition and it’s 
itioloffffe; that is, thl htter direXed to hitnfelf.- On perufal of both, St 
• jixz poor man wasmuchdumb with the contents, which proved to be 'P ir : 


nge con-* 
c. of * 
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. , r * . in againft 

no left -than‘4 proposal from that denatured fon, to feise the go- hi » 
vernment of the countrjq make his own father a prifoner, and fend 
him down to Moorlhoodaimd; for all which performances he re- 
q iefted only a imall military force from the viceroy. It was on dif- 
cuffing this unnatural affair that Seradj-ed-do31a gave fpecimens of 
his turn of mind, and proofs of his boundlefs influence over the 
viceroy’s mind. It was on the following occafion: amongft thofe 

that 


* He died at Moorfhoodubad a few years ago, and left a library of two thou fund ro- 
lumes: an unnaiag number, indeed, in filch a country as this*—He was f> i i -lily refpe&ed 
for hi9 learning, that borti tlreNuwab Mubarec-ed-do8ia, and the Navvab Muzatter-djung, 
^alias Mahmed-rf za-qhan, ufed to make him a profound b.>w fioni a-ar, on their going to 
reader him a vifit; nor did they otter to fit down, without being buL 


& 
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that accompanied the lordSeyd, was a fimple, very plain man, cal¬ 
led Aga-Azimai, who had once ferved Seif-qhan, hereditary govej^ 
nor of PBraniah, as his pay-mafter ge ral, in which office hq 
had con,traded an intimacy with fome officers, and amongft others 
with Serdar-qhan, that Afghan commander, who was in the .laffic 
fervice, and had lately cut fo capital a figure at the lac of Azimab^'h 
This limple man was now taken to talk by Seraj-ed-doSi? under 
pretence that he had been ail along in clofe correfpondenc ; with the 
Afghan, had been deeply concerned in the revolution a< Azimabad, 
and adually was polfefied of ut/o-ird, acquired in the plunder of 
that city by the late commander, but intrufted fq his '..re and fe~ 
crecy. The only proofs he adduced of fo perilous a charge, was 
that in the endlefs plunder and continual defilements to which that 
ill-fated city had been a prey for full two months, Serdar-qhan, 
who then chanced to remember his acquaintance, and to retain 
feme fenfe of the many favours he had once received at his hands, 
now thought proper to pay a regard to fome families and fome houfes, 
recommended to him by Aga-Azimai. This intercelfion became 
his crime: and Seradj-ed-do81a having now taken mighty excep¬ 
tions againft this particular circumflancc, and even inftilled his own 
fufpicions and ideas on his grand father's mind, Aga-Azimai was 
accufed, as being one of the confpirators, and as cp" reading the fun; 
of eight lacs, depofted in his hands.by SV'lar-qhan, out w -he 
plunder of Azimabad. Such an accufation puitd credit; and mat¬ 
ters were likely to take a very bad turn witlf the poor man, had not 
the lord Seyd taken him under his iafe-guard/ and obtained his liberty 
from the viceroy. The man on being p leafed, quitted that perilous' 
fpot, and repaired to Azimabad, where Seyd-ahmed-qhan, the de¬ 
puty governor, gave him fervice. This giving fervice to the man, 
was not relilhed at the court, then atiVlongher; and poflihly is it 
from fo fir all a fubjedt, that fome diflentions foon commenced in 
Aali-verdi-qhan’s family, that gave rife to mighty events. 

We have faid that the viceroy had appointed Seyd-ahmed-qhai,, 
his fecond nephew and fon-in-Iavv, to the government of the city 
and province of Azimabad; an oifice which had been promifed 
him at die very beginning of the Afghan war, and with which he 

feeincd 
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fcemcd to befftdly iovefted, under the mode ft Appellation of deputy- 


pne of the firft adions of the new governor's, was his 
• a number of pcrfons of diftindion, now out of his 



r wince, and attaching them to his fervice by fuitable penftons. 
Thefe were the flower of the nobility: they had all been in the 
lii’jrdered viceroy’s fervice, and were only difperfed by his death. 
Amorigft' thefe was Mehdi-neffar-qhan, maternal uncle to the 
poor raaL he had fought an alyluih in the fortrefs of Rhotas. 
A&jther was Naky-aali-qhan, younger brother to the poorman: next 
came ,A.rtb-aali r qhan, Qhadenr-fiaffen-qhan, and feveral others. 
This liberality was not relifhed byAali-verdi-qhan’s confort, who 
cbferved, “ that as the province of Azimabad was fo fttuated, as to 
“ be the main gate that afforded an entrance into Bengal, to which 
“ country no army could penetrate without it’s governor’s concur- 
“ K nee, it was improper to leave fo important a poft in the hands of 
a perfen which (he filled a ft ranger; that her eldeft fon-in-law, 
“ Nevazilh-mahmed-qhan, being a man of a weak condud, and 
“ of weaker intelleds, it became evident that on her hufoand’s 
“ deniife, Sryd-ahmed-qhan, although her fon-in-law likewufe, 
“ would become a fworn enemy to her other daughters, and of 
V courfe to her two grand children, Seradj-ed-do81a, and his ycunger 
broth; ,, ii c ip qi -ed - do 3 la. After fuch a chain of reafoning fhe 
£ concluded, that o important a government ought to be lodged 
“ in luchhandf as fh>r might truft entirely.” The princefs having 
laid lb much, lowered her tone of voice, and with an air of concern 
and afflidien, “ (he ikntioned the high falaries and experifive pen- 
“ f ons which her nephe\ had been bellowing upon the principal 
* s nobility of the province; and (he gloffed over them as upon fo 
*<• many mxfdemeanors, which took their rife in deep xchcmes, and 
<« concealed remote views and high-flown defigns.” Such a fpeech 
f om a princefs, that had given her hulband the higheft opinion of 
could not but make a deep impreflion on his mind; 
but the prinCefs, as if doubting her own influence in inftilling her 
own jealoufles in her hufoand’s mind, took care to employ another 
tn/ine* ftill mare powerful. She taught Seradj-ed-doSla to mutter 


V- * " J ^ 

publicly, “that if the viceroyalty of Azimabad was not bellowed 


“ on 
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“ on Soyd-ahmed-qhan, he (Seradj-ed-dd^l^ would not furvivhJ 

« the affront, but would make away with himfelf. He afed to 

« fay that the Bahar was his father’s property: tliaf it cajcpe-*^ • 

«. him by hereditary right, as a paternal eflate, and ought ny>t 10 
“ be given away to others.” Words to that effedl, from a youth 
who had now become the old man s whole delight, and his jj&ff 
foul, could not fail to fink deep in his mind, on the ilrfl.:, ament 
of their being reported to him. His whole foul centered in th c 
young man i and to give him the leaf! uneaiinefs, \v$i a thought 
which he could not bear. Cbr the other hand, he Was ii'pftomed 
to pay the higheft deference to his conforms adviv^.^Ku me ten¬ 
dered: regard to her wifhes ; and he alfo confeffcd* that after all, 
her opinion tended to the completion of a fciierne which he had fet 
up with her concurrence; namely, that of declaring beradj-ed-doela 
heir to his eflate, and his fucceffpr in all his dominions. No won¬ 
der then, if overcome now by the intreaties of a beloved contort, 
and unable to wifhftand Seradj-ed-cioBIu’s difpleafure, he altered 
his mind with refpedt to his other grand-fon and nephew, and to¬ 
tally declined to fulfil his promife to him. T he latter, who thought 
himfelf fhockingfy wronged by fuch a proceeding, and n orcovcr 
expofed to ridicule, was flung to the quick at fuch an unexpected 
reverie; and giving way to the emotions of his he 

flained from going to court, and laflly refolvedp quit Bengal, 'ahu; 
to repair to Shah-djehan-abad, where he in|endeu > to feek his for¬ 
tune at the imperial court. The old prince wounded by his ne¬ 
phew’s difeontent and feceflion, attempted,,..everal times by notes 
in his own hand, and alfo by letters, tq apologife for his conduft, 
and to footh his nephew’s mind; butall was to no purpofe. Matters 
went fo far, that the nephew proved inexorable; and in one of his 
anfwcrs he protefled, that he was bound by a folemn oath to quit 
Bengal, and to go to the imperial court, fhould the matter fail of 
taking the turn he vviihcd. This was anfwered by \ note te rhe 
ha id of Aali-verdy-qhan himfelf; it contained thefe two fhort 
fentences; to atone'forfuch an oath, is eajy\ and to quit a loving uncle , 
imprudent . After difpatehing the note, he went to -pay hint a vifit, 
where ho admened him in thefe words: " Son, it is out of love to 

“ you 
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you that I ftoop to thcfe entreaties, and poffibly to thefe impor- 
<£ tupijties;- h, you know.yourfelf; that rny cUftom is to fp^ak once 
to tf. main, and to inform him of my mind; after which I leave 
£C hkn to his own fllf, never to fpeak to him again. If this re- 
w iolution of yours arifes from fome other matter of difeontent; 
“ out > I am here to afford you fedrefs, and to oblige you to 

‘ the utiAofi: extent of your withes; and if you do not chufe to 
“Vpeak ye’iufeif, here is Hekim-begb, and fome other gentlemen, 
“ your friends; make uie of their channel, and ceafe to torment 
** youjHf^and m| any more on that head." The vifit being over, 
S<iyd-ahmed-qh;..i made ufe of the channel pointed out to him, to 
afk the confirmation of fome revenues he had acquired in his new 
government ; and his requelt having been complied with, this dis¬ 
agreeable affair was immediately brought to an end. Bui as the 
rainy feafon was fetting in, the Viceroy refblvtd to fpend it at Azim- 
abad, in order to arrange fome matters of importance, and to fettle 
every part of a province, which required his prefence; he alfo font 
orders to Moorfhoodabad for bringing Scradj-ed-do81ah’s confort to 
Azim-abad under the charge of Radja Djankiram, whom he really 
intended to appoint deputy-governor of the province. Djankyram 
bejng arrived with his charge, a public day was appointed, in 
-which a rkli 'QhyL’twas put on Seradj-ed do81a’s fhoulders, in to- 

km of inveftiture fo* * ‘he government of Azim-abad; and another 
; 1 \ t 

of inferior value, on D ankiram, as his deputy, who was befides 
complimented with a frriged Paleki, and a kettle-drum, And to 
•regain Sayd-ahmed-qharf good will to this arrangement, as well as 
to foften his mind, Djankirafea. received orders to wait upon him, 
and to afk his content in a refpedful manner. Sayd-ahmed-khan 
graciouily granted it; although highly humbled by a tranfadion that 
expbfed bis chara&er; and he gave him a Biry of *Paan, accord¬ 
ing to the cuftofh of India, in token of that confent; his inten- 

» - - - - -“ 

* That is two or three delicate leaves of (or, as f.iy the Europeans, bt e;h) cut in 

parts, arid folded up like a Pyramid in a bit of banana-leaf, or plantain, containing l : !cc- 
wife tone ftiell Ln\e, orjiuba, to mo J%piari (or beetle-nut) and fome caat (or cutdioo), the 
whole £xe>'&ith a clove that fores as a pin, 
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being to avoid every thing that might diioblige his uncle ; and it is 
remarkable that.Djankiram went by the’ Viceroy’s elder, in com¬ 
pany with Sadr-el~hac-qhan*, to give more weight to his ftjbnpdM 
lion. Matters being now fettled to his mind, Aly-verdy-qhaa quit' 
ed Azim-ahad at the end of the rains, and taking with him’ both 
Sayd-ahmed-qhan and Seraj~eddo81ah, he difplayed his vidto ipus 
ftandards, • and took the road of Bengal. 

Before the end of his journey, he difpatched an ordef to his de¬ 
puty at Mcorfhoodabad for his getting Ataollah-qhan conveyed out 
of Bengal without.delay, and without tail; for he jjad this' ,r >ng while 
harboured ftrong fufpicions againft this laid nobleman,- xud they had 
been fcrengtliened more than once, but never fo much afcertained, as 
when his envoy and letters were of late intercepted, as we have 
already mentioned. Although fuch a traiterous conduct deferved 
punition, and might have excited any other prince’s refentment, he 
chcfe to leave the man to the remorfes of his own confidence; and he 
ordered that he thould be difmitfed .with his confort, family, riches, 
moveables and furniture; Briefly recommending that no injury 
ihould be offered him on any account whatfoever; but commanding 
at the fame time, that the order for his difmifiion thould be obey¬ 
ed fo expcditioufly, as that on the arrival, of the victorious ttand- 
ards at Moorfhoodabad, no trace of his prefeft.e might be left it, 
that city. The deputy-governor having rec 4 . ved thofa orders, jfont 
them with the letter to Ata-ollah-qhan; the lattibr, whohad to this 
moment conferved pretioully the bond b r which £hat impoitor 
Mir-aaly-afghar-cobra had promifed him t! a dominion of Bengal, now 
thought it full time to tear his heart fom it; and having lubmitted 
to his fate, he departed with his family, his riches, his dependants, 
and whatever belonged to him. His r ofteniible fortune, by com r 
mon report, amounted to.fixty lacks of rupees, and feventy ele¬ 
phants; but he was known. to be pofletfed, befides, of a quantity 
of gems, precious-ftuffs, and gold-j-; and to have carried ?way the 

very 
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* The lame uho fiuce became fupreme criminal magillrate ot BtngaJ> u\ 1780, . 

f Obfervc that fuch an amazing fortune, was nomoc<e rban that of a fecono ^ate man in 
B.^gal; a foeijdar of Bugalp8r, who to the advantage of being allied to the reigning-family 


by 




i Very furniture of his houfe. Croiling the Ganga, he took up his 
quarters at Malda in the houfe of Mirza-zya-ollah, and fpent tome 
davs in preparing every thing for his intended jouincy. 

W'hilft he was eroding over, Aaly-verdi-qhan was taking, up lixs 
quarters at Radjemahal, called Acbar-nugur, where having cele¬ 
brated the holy days of the feaft of the facrifice, he gave up his 
ipurney ever land, and embarked on a fleet- of boats; with whten 
it, a few days, he landed at Bagvangolah, where he was received 
by ,Ms deputy, *nd alfo by Huflein-c8Iy-qhan, and fome other 
diftingui^ed perOms amongfl: the nobility and principal citizens of 
Moorflioodaoau. After having repofed himfelf a little, he mount¬ 
ed a mountain - like elephant, and with a pomp which be¬ 
came his victorious expedition, and his intriped troops, he made a 
triumphant entry in the city, and arrived at his palace; where he 
was no fooner landed, than not fatisfied with the many charitable 
aCtions he had already performed in thankfgiving for his fuccefsful 
expedition, he ordered new charities to be diftributed to the Seyds, 
to the faithful, and to the needy and diitrefled of all forts; he in¬ 
clined himfelf again profoundly in the prefence of the divine diftri- 
butor of graces, and acknowledged that the victory beftowed upon 
hhn had fomething extraordinary, and fuch as ftrongly argued 
a partioalur’interpc-htion from above. 

As he was a lqv'ii* of learning and merit, he liad taken care on 
quitting Azim-abad, to invite to his court feveral perfons dif- 
tinguifhed for their 1 irth, rank, learning or talents, requeuing 
them to follow his for tula* . and to live in his capital. One of thefe 
was “ the prince of the teachers, the pattern of the jurifconfultes, 
“ the model of the virtuous- andof the illustrious, the deteCtor of the 
“ intricacies of queflions, and the folver of the knots of dif- 
“ Acuities, the prince of learned ones, his highnefs my lord Mir- 
“ mahmed-aaly, (the refreshing ftreamof whofe learning, may God 
« almighty keep running for a long feries of years!): Another was 
“ the glorious and illuStrious Qhan, the eye of mankind, and the 

by m;i rmgi-, .oJS'ed orty that of having been fourteen years in a middling office. Such were 
then tenches of Bengal. 
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ball of that eye, Zair-hufieia-qhan, fon tt> the learned do&or 
Moluvy-rnohammed-nafiyr; (upon whom may God’s mercy re- 
pofe forever!). The third was the illuftrious and bene cent Qhan, 
Taky-c8iy-qhan, now deceafed, fon to Uadji-abdollah, lir - 
named the Writer or IliJiorian, who had been divan of the pro¬ 
vince of Burhanp8r, in the times of the emperor Aarengzib- 
“ aaknijhir (the conqueror). The fourth was the iliul'Kous and 
“ high born Qhan, the beneficent, the munificent, the excellent 
“ and learned, the lord of one way of feeing (that is, the fincf re), 
“ Aly-hibrahim-qhan, the valliant, fon to dodtof Mahnu Mniflyr, 
“ coufin-german to the late Zair-hurtein-qhan. The fifth was 
“ Hadji-rnahtned-q ha n. ” All thefe eminent perfonages accom¬ 
panied Aly-verdy-qhan to Moorfhoodabad, where they were all 
welcomed with large penlions*. 

It was about this time, and when that prince was fettingeut, that 
I, the poor man, arrived from Shah-djchan-abad, to fee toy glorious 
mother, as well as my brothers, relations, friends and acquaintances: 
all beloved per ions, which I had given up for loll, on hearing of the 
enormities of which Shimflur-qhan and his people were every day 
guilty. In palling by Lucnow, I payed my refpedts to my glorious 
uncle, of whom I afked the reafon of his having parted with Aly- 
verdy-qhan, his coufin, and of his being come fo fa:. “ Fie atdwered, 
“ that thsi breach had been occafioned by hit dqnfort (Abdol-aaly\ 
“ qhan’s;) and that matters were now part remedy; that he had loft 


his pofte{fions, and alfo his peace of mind; and that being now de 
prived of his country and fortune, a prey ‘6 the pains of mind and 
body, he was going to Shah-djehan-ajBad, in a ftate of defpair; he 
“ added, that if he happened to be ftijl alive, it was by the mere 
ftrength of his deftiny.'” 

“ A bad woman in a good man’s houfe 
“ Becomes his hell, even in this world ; 

“ Beware of a bad inmate, bewafe! 

“ O ! God preierve us from fuch a hell.” 
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* * he tine* marked by inferred commas, »r<* a literal trauflaUon; and 'fifty ztt given 
here for a ipecimcn of our au.ihoi*s Oriental ftyle, V 
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And it is on the fame account, as well as on account of Abdol- 
;Uv-qhan’s difmiffion, that there palled fuch a fharp dialogue between 
my mother a..d Aali-verdy-qhan; a dialogue which no one would 
have .ventured upon, and which no one would choofe to repeat. To 
put dp with fuch expreiTions as were then heard by that prince, is 
what the nature of . an angel would have overlooked, but which was 
more than the patience of a man could bear. This difference 1 ike— 
^.jfe broke an alliance, which Sayd-ahmed-qhan had defired between 
faifef and leyd-aaiy-qhan, younger brother to the poor man, to 
who^^tendfid to marry his own daughter; a princefs which Aly- 
verdi-qharMtas^nce bellowed on another, whom he has thought 
proper to honor with his alliance. Although it mull be acknow¬ 
ledged, that this prince, as well as his three lons-in-law, had not 
their equals in forgiving the miltlemeanors of relations, and in wink¬ 
ing at the improper conduct of kinfmen; a condefcendence ex¬ 
tremely uncommon, and of which we fee fo few inllances, even 
amongll private men. May God Almigty’s goodnefs reward them 
for it, by extending over them for ever, the wings of mercy and 

forgivenef. 1 

On my arrival at Azimahad, I found that Mehdi-neffar-qhan, 
my uncle, and Naki-aali-qhan, my brother, with all my relations, 
kinfmen, ancffrt&nds, had quitted that city to follow Sayd-ahmed- 
qhan. Thefe were- Gholain-reza-qhan, foil to Moortezevi-qhan ; 
Aga-azimai, whom wp have already mentioned; and Melec-mah- 
med-qhan,'together frith Qhadum-holfein-qhan, Areb-aali-qhan, 
Mir-fazyl-aali, with all his relations; and Mir - aflcd - aali, and 
the prince of the leaned of Azimabad, Mollah - gholam- 
yahya, Mirvahed, and the mufti Zia-ollah, the Moluvi or dodlor 
Laal-mahmed, and the late Mir-abdol-hadi. All thefe were the 
cream and. flower of that city; fo that finding it hard to live at a 
ditlance from fuch dear perfotis, and irkfome, to remain in a city 
which* -had been evacuated by all my friends, I followed my uncle 
and two brothers, and without any aflurance that Sayd-ahmed-qhan 
would admit me amongfl his friends, I arrived at Mongher, where 
I landed, i?ad*where I was informed that the governor of Bahar was 
aiho’e, and actually bul’y in performing the rites of the day of the 

facrificc. 
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facrifice, and in eating, as it is cuftomary, feme of the roaft meat 
a&ually qbon the fpit, and roafting in his prefence. As this was-a 
holy day, and a folemnity confecrated tovifits, and to demon ft rations 
of refpedt, and the prince happened to be aim oft alone; I thought 
that thefe circu in fiances not only rendered the occafion favourable 
to preftnt rnyfelf before him, but likcwife that they turned it into a 
duty incumbent upon me. Landing therefore from my boats with, 
my yo ingeft brother, Seyd-aaly-qhan, I went up, and making a 
bow at a diftar.ce, I advanced and congratulated him upon the holy 
dav, presenting my nuzeer at the tame time; he had the goodnefs 
to take it up with demonftrations of regard, ieuned overjoyed 
to lee me, made me lit down; and after having invited me -to his 
repaft, he requefted my remaining with him henceforward- as his 
friend, whether in voyage or in town. Immediately after, he af- 
figned, both to me and to my brother, a penfion adequate to our 
expences, and having ordered the paper to be brought up directly, 
he lif ned it in our prefence; fo that foon a mutual attachment took 
rile between that nobleman and me, (the molt mconiiderablc of 
mankind) of which mention lhall be made in a proper time and 
place. Our journey being at an end, we arrived at Bagvangolah, 
where the governor, who could not digeft his having been refilled 
the government of A-zimahad, and who harboured lb ill in his heai t 
much difeontent againft his elder brother, is well as againft his, 
uncle, at once refolved to pafs the feafon there, and he gave his 
orders accordingly. Nevorthelefs, he was fiftened by his uncle’s 
letters, and by the intreaties of his elder brother, who came to fee 
him on purpofe, and requefted his coding to live at iVloprfhooda- 
bad; and to this he confented at laft. After tarrying full two 
months there, he came to the city, and landed in his own palace, 
which is feated-on the Bagraty, over againft that of Djagat-feat’s, 
and from whence he ordered that the houfe of Mir-habib fhould be 
fitted up for us; that is, rnyfelf, the poor man, Mehdy-fieffar- 
qhan my uncle, and Naky-aaly-qhan my brother. 

We have faid that Aaly-verdy-qhan, after his victory over the 
Afghans, was returning to Moorfhoodabad; this oppOi tuO'ty was 
feized by Seif-qban, hereditary governor of PSrania, who corbeiv- 
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that he had acquired Tome merit with the viceroy, not only by 
fending prefects to him on his pafiage on the other fide of toe 
Ganga, but alfo by affifting with a detachment of ufcful troops, 
thought he had a right now to invite him over to his own fide 
of the river, where he had made magnificent preparatives. It mull 
be obferved, that as he had already invited, and received fuccefnvcly, 
both Hadji-ahmed, brother to the viceroy, and Sayd-ahmed-qhan, 
his ion-in-law, on their occafionally pa ding up and down the river ; 
ami's,had engaged them to accept entertainments at Carangolah, 
whicli’4?,i longing, to the dominions of PSorank; he foncluded that. 
Aaly-vcrd^-qhao, himfelf, would come over, and accept the enter¬ 
tainment he had prepared for him at the above place. He had fet 
up a number of magnificent tents, and prepared a quantity of rich 
and curious prefents; but thefe preparatives were hot taken notice of 
by the viceroy, who knew that the fodjdar had always payed vififs, 
both to Djaafer-qhan, and to Shudjah-qhan, his two prcdeceifors 
in the viceroyalty of Bengal, to both which he thought himfelf 
vaflly fuperior, either in military.talents or in extent of dominions. 
The truth is, that he was not only much fuperior to them, but alfo 
equal, if not fuperior, to any potentate of his time, either in reputa¬ 
tion or in real power. He therefore rejected Seif-qhan’s invitations 
and offers; he even found fo much fault with the requefl, that he 
was heard to fay to his intimates, “ That although Seif-qhan was 
if a lord of the rank df feven thoufand horfe, and a foil of Emir- 
“ qhan, the famous viceroy of Cab81, yet, after all, he would not 
«« be -deemed .any thing fingher or better than a fodjdar of P8rank; 
“ and fince he ufed once a‘ year, to comply, fo far with the rules of 
“ decency, as to come down to Moorfhoodab.vl to fee Djaafcr- 
“ qhan and Shudjah-qhan, and.Ser-effraz-qhan, why then does he 
“ not come to fee me likewiie? Poffibly the gentleman thinks fuch 
“ a condefcendaDce beneath his rank and dignity.’’ Seif-qhan, who 
was not informed of thefe fentiments, and who expedfed that the 
viceroy would, like his brother and nephew, crofs over, and accept 
his prefents, fent him an invitation, whilfl he was palling by 1 .dia- 
gary. Put the invitation, although noticed, and even relpec-iul, 

was reje&ed, and the. meilage was anfwercd in thefe very words: “ If 
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“ to fee me is the whole matter, v hj does he ndt come to Moor- 
“ fhoodahad, as he always took cart to do with the former nazims 
“ of Bengal.” Seif-qhan on hearing this anfwer, repented of his 
having come fo far; and he returned to Po8rania, his capital, 
where in a little time he fell lick, and his iicknefs turning to a 
saf'uaa l°°f cne l~ s and flux, he departed this world at the begining of 
the year one thoufand one hundred and fixty-two. He wa$ 
lucceeded by his eldelf fon Faqhr-eddin - hoflein - qhan, who 
had no talents for government, and no capacity for fuch a change; 
andheprovedas6ad a brother, as he had been a bad fpn. T’hi; n?ian not 
only took pofleffion of the government, but alfo feized on the fa - 
mily eft ate which amounted to immenfe funis that had been accum- 
mulating thefe forty years paft, and confiftedof ready money, jewels, 
of an ineftimable value, gems, and precious coftly fluffs. All thisL 
he took fo himfelf, to the excluiion of his younger brothers; and 
not content with that, hefhatched out of their hands even what they 
were already in pofleffion of, leaving them only a fmall matter , or 
what they had been able to conceal. The viceroy, who was foon in¬ 
formed of all this, and who knew of no office in Bengal adequate 
to Ssyd-ahmed qhan’s rank and pretenfions, thought of this pro¬ 
vince, and he obtained the patent of it from the court: in a few 
months he put it in his hands, together with the rich qhylaat, and 
the other infignia that had come on purpole from the capital; and 
to render the ceremony more pompous, he added from his own an 
elephant, a ferpich and Djica with a calghi, a chaplet of pearls, and 
a variety of other jewels. The fodjdary of Hoogly becoming vacant 
by this appoitnment, he made a prefoitof it to Seradj-ed-db81ah, 
appointing MirzaPiaren, a half-brother of his, whofe real name was 
Mahmed-yar-qhan, to relide in that province, as deputy of the. 
young prince’s. Some days after the governor of PBrania having 
fent forward a man of diftinction, called Qhadetn-hoflein-qhan, to 
take pofleffion of his new government, lie followed himfelf in a lit¬ 
tle time after, and this was at the end of the year. He was accom¬ 
panied by me, the poor man, and by feme other perlons attached 
to him, all which were at the head of two or three ihoffiand horles 
and three or four thoufand, Faqhr-eddin-hoCein-qhan findiivr that 
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that he had now no othex party left than that of apprehending the hem of the 
viceroys garment,, wrote him a refpe&ful letter, where he preferred his acqui- 
efcenfe and fubmiCBon to his pleafure. The latter now become covetous, wrote 
him in anfwer," “ that he was his friend; and that he had better come over to 
** Moorflioodabad where he wifhed to fee him, and where he might reft aflured 
u that a regard would be payed to his utmoft wifhes, as is intention was to 
f< 'gratify him in every thing/' Such a letter, which ought to have put him upon 
his guard, on the contrary infpired him with confidence; and like one who by 
his unworthy treatment of his brother had drawn upon himfelf the divino vengeanee, 
he had the thoughtltffnefs to obey the order, and to prepare every thing for 
his journey to Moorflioodabad. Elfe, with the troops and equipages, and all the 
means of travelling and defence whieh he had ready under his hand, he might 
have eroded the Coffey: there being no Zemindar in the neighbouring country 
daring enought to oppofe his journey; and even fuppoGng that he fhould have 
meet with oppofition, he might eafily have got rid of it, by affording a fmall con¬ 
tribution and then continuing his voyage. But the man purfued by the divine ven¬ 
geance for the wrongs he had heaped up On his brothers, and as the report goes, 
upon even his very father, proved fo fenfelefis as to fet out for Moorflioodabad with 
a bagage of an immenfe value; but cfcorted by a body of troops which he had 
found ready at his hands, and which.needed only a commander. In coming down he 
meet Sayd^ahmed-Qhan by the way. The latter who always knew how to behave 
properly, fent his own fon Shaocat-Djung with two or three officers of his army, 
fuch as Mehdi-neffar-Qhan and my humble felf, to eonpliment him on his journey, 
and to condole on his father's death ; and it was obferved that the young man ac¬ 
quitted himfelf of his commiffion with a propriety of behaviour and expreflion that 
furprifed every one. The next day Faqhreddin came to pay his refpefhto Sayd- 
ahmed-Qhan, who received him with diftinflion, and made him a variety of prefents. 
The third day the new governox continued his journey, and by the way he returned 
the vifit: afther which Fahr-eddin taking his leave, went on towards Moorfhoo- 

dabad. 



dabad, while the other Continued his journey to Paraniah where we fha leave Trim 
for a while as, we intend to fpcak hereafter both of his perfon -and adminiftration : 
our/bufinefs now being with his thoughtlefs predeceffor, who having left his troops 
upon the Maha-Nudda over againlt Mincat, crofTed the Ganga, and repaired to 
Moorfhoodabad, where the . Viceroy fent feme perfons of diftinaion to welcome* 
him at his landing; and on his coming to pay his refpe£b, he ordered a quilted 
Carpet or Suzeni to be fpread for him, where he got him fcated, and where he com* 
plimented him -with Paan, |\nd Atur or EITence of Roles, as well as Ro'fe-water; 
and in fliort with all the honorific demonftrations of regard cufiomary in India:: 
after which he appointed a place for his refidence, -or in other words, far his 
confinement. 

But whilft he was making this acquifition, he was lofing his prime minifter the 
Ray-Rayan-Chein-Ray, who now departed this life: he was Tucceeded by his deputy 
Bir*-dut, who was ordered to execute the duties of that high office, but without 
being permitted fo afTume the title. T his Chein-Ray was a curious fort of a man, 
but fo able in his bnfinefs, and with all To loyal, that he made no account of any 
thing, when it interfered with his mailers intcrefi. In a little time he had ac¬ 
quired fo far his approbation, and had gained fo much over his mind, that the 
perfons of the greateft dilUn&ion at his court, without excepting the Viceroys 
two fons-in law, were obliged to make intcreft with him, where ever they had 
a point to carry : fo that fome times they found it expedient to pay him the 
greatelt dcffercuce and regard; and how high was his credit and influence, may 
be conjectured by this fingle anecdote: I was once in a elofet with the Viceroy, 
where lie was converfing privately with his Nephews and Cofins, and where 
Sayd-ahmed-Ohan having mentioned the prefent minifter, was comparing him to 
his predeceffor in that high office, and to his own private minifter “ no, my. Jon* 
rcplycd the Viceroy, tkofi you mean were my feroants ; -whereat the other was no hjs 
than my majler. But after having complimented our readers with this little piece 
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of private hiftbry, let us return to the thread o. public affairs, and efp«dally to 
the Marhattahs, and. to Djano-dji their Prince and General; 

* u 

This- Djano-dji after defeat of'the Afghans by the Viceroy, had been obliged to 
quit the neighbourhood of Azim-abad, and with a lofs of forces and charaQer, to 
endeavor to fall upon Moorfhoodabad itfelf, in the Viceroy’s abfence. But ha- 
ving received by the way the news of his mother’s deccafe, he abbondonned Ins 
refdhition, and leaving Mir-Habib wijh an army of ffghans and*Mariettas, with 
which he was to find his way towards Midi,ipoor, and to cflablifh himfelf there, 
he quitted' the field and'with' only an efcort, he repaired'to Naigp8r: from, 
whence Rhago-dji his father Cent his younger fon, Blmba-dji, with a ft tong body 
of Marhattah horle to join Mir-habib. M'ean while the Viceroy, as we-have 
already faid, having performed his vows a fecond time, and returned thanks to 
the author of all benefits Kr fo fignal a fucceft, was continuing his journey to 
Moorfhoodabad, in which city he remained to repoft himfelf of the fatigues-of his 
expedition, and to afford fome releafe to the wearyed inhabitants of his do¬ 
minions; who in return never failed to be profufc in expreffions-of gratitude for 
the attention and benignity of his government. And now the country con,, 
menccd enjoying fome tranquility: nor was any thing to be feared; but from the 
reftlcffnefs of Mir-Habib’s, and .he ravages of his Mariettas. The Viceroy who had 
taken upon himfelf the talk of riding his country of fuch ravagers, took early occaff- 
on to difplay his victorious Standards',refolved to make an end of tlmfe free hooters. 
It was in the firft days of the fecond Reby in the year tiffa. With that vew he 

encamped fome days at Catwa to affemble his troops. He had before hand fart 
Baftadyr-aali-Qhan commander of his light artillery to Ba, devan with a body 

of eight thoufand horfc and foot, and an order to remain encamped there, to 
the end that fhould. Mi, -Habib-attempt, according to his cu'lom to rum and 
ravage a'country hecould not conquer, he might find his puffage barred-up by 
atefpeftablc force. Ia a iiule time the troops being afkmbicJ, formed a nutno- 
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rous army, and marched to Bardevan. On his drawing near, Bahao r-aali Ohan 
drew-up his troops, and marched back a little to join him, and to pay him his 
.refpefts; and after a few days lie was ordered to procede with his detachment, 
towards Miu.iipai ; but his troops, gunners, mufqueteera and liorfemen, after 
marching a little way. Hoped thort, and refufed to move forward, unlefs they were 
payed their arrears; and the fore mod of the mutineers was his own Brigade. The 
Viceroy to appeafe their clamours, fent two of the Lords of his Court, rvfirza Iiekim- 
beg; and GhoIam-aaly-Ohap; and thefe Noblemen did every thing in tfteir power 
to bring thofe people to a fehfc of their duty; but all to no purpofe. The next day 
the Viceroy came-up, and immediately repaired to that commander’s quarters, with 
intention to extinguifh the fire of fedition by pouring upon the flames the water of 
perfuafion and promifes; and he concluded that by paying down part of their 
demands, and giving them for the ballances allignations upon his own deputy at the 
city, the money might be provided for before they fhould have time to difpatch 
their agent to receive it. But fuch propofals availed nothing ; and they continued 
obftinate in their demand of being payed the wlvole immediately. It was obferved 
that cne Mir-afzyl-aaly, an officer of Cavalry in Bahadry.aaly-Qhan's Brigade, was fo 
far from endeavoring to put out the flames,, that he did every thing to afford them 
frelh fuel. The Viceroy incenfed at fo much infolence, conceived that rather than 
to put-up with fuch a flagitious behaviour, it would be better tO‘ put his trull 
in God Almighty, the Succourer of the afflicted; and with one word he broke that 
whole detachment, refolvcd to have nothing to do with. Cuch Soldiers: after which 
he advanced to the enemk 

This ltitle incident happened to prove the ruin of that thoughtlefs man, the difear- 
ded fodjdar of P8rania. On receiving an exagerated account of this affair,be thougt- 
kflly imagined that all was over with the Viceroy, whofc power was at an end; 
and immediately he conceived the defign of availing himfelfof the opportunity to* 
effect h.s efcapu L,iliening to fome favorites as light headed as hiiafelf, he quued the 
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the city without taking leave; and without giving notice of his defign, he crofexi 
the Ganga, and repaired to his troops, which he had left encamped on the Maha- 
Nedda; and there puting himfelf at their head, he marched towards P8raniah;But 
Sayd-ahmed-Ohan coming to hear of this unexpected proceeding, foon quitted that 
city; and "puting himfelf at the head of his troops, he advanced to oppofe him, 
and marched two or three Stages with that vew. On this intelligence Fahr- 
eddin felt his Corage damped: that flafh of refolution vanifhed in a moment; 
and it was fucceeded by as much trepidation: Cording at ont*e to his fenfes, 
he fent a refpeflful letter to Sayd-ahmad-Qhan, to deprecate his reflTentment,. 
and to requeft his leave to pafs by his army in order to depart the country. He 
was anfwered 49 tliat to grant ftich a permifliori was not in his power, as 

tf it depended on the Viceroy his Uncle; but that in his opinion it would be 

better for him to return to the place from which he had lately come”* That 
fenfelefs faint hearted man on this fingle intimation, marched back, and Hopped 
at Malda, where we fhall leave him at prefent, to return to Aali-verdy-Qhan. 

As foon as lie had broke that whole detachment of Mutineers, he put his truft 
in the divine affiftancc; and continuing his march without being intimidated by fo 
great a diminution of his force, as left him without a fingie piece of cannon, he 
arrived at MidnapSr. This arrival gave unbrage to Mir-Habib, who had cantonned 
himfelf there: little plcafcd with fuch a neighbourhood, he let his barracks on 
fire, faw the whole confumed, and then retrated with his army. The Viceroy 

on feeing this, paffed the river Caffdy without entering Midnip8r, and he en¬ 

camped on the other fide, after fending fpyes every where to take information. 
In a little time intelligence was brought that the Marhattas were encamped in & 
woody traft of ground, on the other fide of Midnip8r; upon which he imme¬ 
diately ordered Mir-Cazcm-Qhan and Doft-Mahmed-Ohan with fomc other com¬ 
manders to purfue the enemy, and to draw lome blood from their veins. Thefe 
marched tb * whole night, and arriving before day-break, they fell upon the Mar- 
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hattoc. Sabre in band ; and an engagement enfued in which valorous aftions were 
performed on both files, untill at laft the Marhattahs gave way anu retired to 

wards Catcc with much lols and fhame, always flying and always followed by ..the 

& • 

Viceroy, who tired of fo hot a pourfuit flopped at Baliffer-Bender, and encamped in 
that fpot. There lie learned that Mir-Habib and Manadji with.their Majhattas and, 
Afghans, not thinking themfeiyes a match for the Bengal army, had fled farther, 
retiring into the woody mountainous t rafts of the 8refla. The Viceroy con¬ 
tinuing, to advance, went beyond the river that goes by Badrae and HadjipSr, 
where he encamped at a placb called Bara, which is at about eighteen coiles diftanee 
from the city cf Catec. There he received letters and deputies from Sefd-N&r 
and Serendaz-Qhan, and from the Gcntoo Dcfhemdas, three officers of Infantry 
who commanded the garrifon of Rara-Bhati, a fortrefs Clofe to that city: the 
purport was “ that they were bis humble fervants, ready to exeeute any orders he 
*• would fend them; and that whenever his viftorious enfigns fhould emiit their 
u glorious beams over the walls of that fortrefs, the gates of it would be immedb 
“ ately let open; and his humble fervants would make hafte to kifs the fublime 
“ threflioldof his tent, as they carryed on .their hands, and.on their eyes the trap- 
“ pings of fidelity and fubmiffion." The Viceroy intent on purfuing Mir-IIabib - 
did not pay much attention to fuch an overture: he was following him inceffantly; 
and he arrived at lafl in an uninhabited plain of difficult broken ground, where tlrfe 
baggage having not been able to keep pace with the troops, vifinals and provifions - 
became fcarce and dear. The country was fo woody, and the trees fo clofe and > 
fo tall, that the. vanguard, which had marched fame coffes before, was loft, and no. 
intelligence could be bad of it for three days together; nor on the other hand could 
the troops that compofed it, learn themfelves where their main might be. The Vic£scy 
concerned at fuch an incertitude, ordered all the Ketde-drums and Trumpets to go 
out of Camp at fome diftanee, and to make as much noile as they could. The ex¬ 
pedient fuccceded ; and the troops that h?d been thought loft, being guided by 
the found, rejoined their main; fo that this arrival was celebrated at camp by 
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'the whole army, as a feftival. I am not unaware that this entrance of Aao- 
verdi-Qhans in the woods, and his loiing his vanguard there; as well as his mak¬ 
ing ufe of fo ftrangc an expedient to extricate his troops, looks pretty lingular 

and fabulous; but as it is pretty well attefted, and I hold/ this fa&’ from num¬ 

bers ef perfons that were in that army, I have not thought myfelf at liberty to 

pafs it over. J 

It being certain now that no footfteps could be triced of either Mir-Ha bibs 
Afghans, or of Manadij’s Marhatahs, the army marched back; and ^he Viceroy 
leaving a body of troops to guard the valley that gives entrance into the-woods, put 
himPelf at the head of the reft, which did not amou-Jt to more than two thoufand 
hotfe, and marched back with intention to furprife the ‘city'of Catec, as well 
as the forterers of Bara-Baty. He marched the whole night; and the following 
at about noon he crofted the Maha-nedda, which flows by that place, and fud- 
dcnlv difplayed the flan'dards of furprife and terror before its walls. But as he 
had marched by this time full fixteen hours, it happened that out of two thou- 

fand'horle with which he had fet out, no more than three huudred perfons could 

be brought together, when the walls were d.fcovered; and thefe were fo over¬ 
come with wearinefs and Faiigue, that To'far From being able to fight, not one 
of them could To much as move a limb; and it muft be conTefied that this was 
;a ft ran <*e cotidu£T indeed, and an egregious imprudence in a general fo experienced 
and fo wife: for had the garrifon at that moment Tent out a detachment to fall 
upon thole men half dead with fatigue, he would have infaillibly loll in that 
,§rv le day the fruit of fo many years toil, and of fo many viflories and dangers; 
bis people would have been knocked down, and himfelf would have lha;ed their fate, 
and fofeited his charafter for ever. But futh was his good Fortune, and fuch the 
prevalence of his delliny, that the garrifon, although very numerous, had loft: their 
wits; and'thinking they were Surrounded by a mighty army, they propofed to Sur¬ 
render- Bv this time the fun being in it3 meridian, blazad with Inch intolerable fury, 
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people droped down on all fades, not one tent being arrived: fo that the plain 
became as burning es that of the day of Judgment. In the after noon two 
principal officers of the garrifon, to wit, feyd-nar and Derhem-dafs came out 
' of the gates,‘payed tBfir rcfpe&s, were difmiffed with honor, and then came 
back with promiffcs tc bring Ser-endaz-Qhan the next morning at.day break, 
by which time they wcte to leave their gates open, and to furrendeder the 
fortrefs. But as the words of the two deputies were not altogether to be truftf d, 
he gave orders to his guards to put them to the fword, fhould they fail to fulfill 
their promife^; and he appointed Seradj-cd-dosla to fee the order pun&ually 
executed. Accordingly he took his pofl behind afmall tent that was juft arrived 
\ for his Grand-father; and with a number of guards he waited the dawn of that day, 
which was to be tlwc.laft of thofe two ilnfortunate men. At day break the two 
officers made him a profound bow; and then going in, they payed their refpefb 
to the Viceroy, who entertained them with kindnefs. A moment after, appear¬ 
ed Ser-endaz-Qhan himfelf * with -Tome more officers of the garrifon, and he 
alighted from his horfc ; but hardly had he alighted, than Scradj-eddoslali gave 
the fignal to fall upon him: the man feeing that his life was aimed at on all Tides, re- 
folved to fell it as dear as poffible; and without lofing his pefence of mind, 
be drew his Sabre, and fought manfully, all the while endeavouring to make 
his way to the Viceroy himfelf: fate oppofecl his refolution; and the man hav¬ 
ing loft a hand, was afTaulted by numbers at a time, and fell head-long. 'Whilft 
this was tranfafting without, the two officers wtthin were ftruck with furprife and hor¬ 
ror; but they were fccured by the by-Standers, and delivered over to the cuftody 
of Kiftver-Ohan, a merciles, relenthcfs Afghan, who fpared them no h^rdfhips, 
and took care to turn his tent in to a loathfome prifou. The garrifon hearing 
how their officers had been ufed, refufed to comply with the agreement; and 
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daefe have been reconciled as much as poffible, ftiil it is lame and itnfatisfa&ory; but fuch is the text. 





{hutting up their gates, they put thcmfelves upon their defenfe. The Viceroy 
wk> did not think it prudent to lofe his time at the foot of t dead wall, appointed 
a number of officers to befiege the place • and he marched up to Catec the capital of 
the province. Thele were Mir-Djaafcr-Qhan and Fakyr-alldh-beg-Qhan .and JRadja 
Dahbram with fome others who had juft arrived from purfuirgihe enemy. The liege 
lafted fifteen days, at the end of which, the befiegers, thinking they could refill rip 
more, fupplicated Mir-Djaafe’r-Qbau and Radja D8’8bram to mediate fome 
terms for them; and thefe having obtained that no ‘njury i'rwukl be done to 
them either in their perfpns or fortunes, the gates w ;re opened, and the befieged 
went lU a body to the quarters of thofc two officers. The Viceroy vho had the 
cunofity to vifit the foretrefs, inarched in with his guards ; nor wih the reader 
be difpleafed with a fhort defeription of either that place or Vue City. 

The ground wherein that foretrefs and the city of Catec are fcaied, is an ifland 
{unrounded by the waters of the Malia-nedda, and thofe of the Cata-Djo3ri. The parts 
that are wafhed by the two rivers, are furrpunded by a ftrong wall built with fquared 
Hone, ferving as a Dyke or mound againil their innundations: for thofe rivers which 
are fordable for one half of the year, fwell fo much in the rains that the Maha-\ T edda 
‘becomes a mighty ftream of about two coffes for five miles in breadth), and the 
Cata-E)jo8rt of half as much. But the forterefs of Bara-Bhati is feated on the 
Maha-Nedda, and about three coffes in circuit. It is built of (lone, brick 
and mortar, with a great deal of art; and a broad ditch faced with ftone, fur- 
rounds the whole. But the city of Catec itfelf ftretchcs on the lefier river at 
about two coffes from the Citadel. The governor’s palace and the houfes of the 
; i’ity and principal citizens (which in general affeft the water fide, and arc moftly 
feated on the faid mound) rifing by fi ve and ten yards above the mound, 
cutt a handfome appearance; and they over look on both fides of the water a 
fine extenfive plain that ftretches from four to five coffes around. The hori- 
fon is bounded by a foreft of beautiful, lofty trees, that extend as far as the 

eye 


The fojtrefa 

funender?. 


Delightful fitu* 
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eye can reach, and ling the bottom and {ides of a chain oF high mountains that 
feem to reach the fe-ry iky; and this beautiful profpeft with its triple circle 
of beauties, is enjoye| by the inhabitants the whole year round. As that fpot of 
fortunate ground is fiijrounded on every fide by the waters ot two rivers, fuch a 
fituation renders it ve’^f llrong; and fhould any enemy attempt to befiege the 
place by coming to an tynderftanding with the neighbouring Zemindars, and the 
fiege fhould chance to protrafted untill the beginning of the rainy feafon, 

he would find't difficult tp fubfift, and his convoys would be greatly at a lots 
how to approach his camp: but independently of that, the country round 
this I Hand, fund indeed throughout the whole 8reira, is very difficult ground, 
cfpecially about the rainy feafon, when it becomes fo very interfefted by fre¬ 
quent. livers, and t , dlefs deep torrents, that an enemy would, find it impoffible 
to reach the end of his journey. The Viceroy who was abundantly fenfible of the 
confcquence of too long a flay; and thought that fo much as he had done was 
well enough; refolved to quit the country at any rate; and he appointed an 
officer of Cavalty called Sheh-abdol-fubhan, a plain fimple unqualified man, to 
fill the office of his deputy in Calec. The icafon of fuch a choice was this: As 
there was a itrong -report that the Marhattas were lurking in the foreft, and would 
(ally forth on the firft opportunity, as foon as they fhould fee the paffage from 
Bengal put a:i end-to by the rains, no man of character would chufe to accept an office, 
which was untenable; fo that the Viceroy, determined to return at any rate, inveftedthe 
very firft man that accepted his invitation ; whilft the man hirnfelf who did not 
dream of fuch a hidden promotion, thought it a,good luck fent him from heaven; 
and doubllefs he had an eye to the known verfe; 

/ . •"*' ; ” '• V* r» * ' ‘ ' ‘ ■' ' ' ’ ' 

« Dominion, although even for a fhort time, 'has flill irrcfiftible charms." 

Nor is there any other way of accounting for fo ftrange a promotion. The 
Vicero v having in this manner rid himfelf of this affair, made hafte to depart, it be- 
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Pnor/i the month of A (Tar: for the rains had already let b« hy fchft-bejynnin® of 
*h<* raonti, of Djutt;, and that too with fo much violence as wed as perfeic- 
?cr»ce, that not a flay pallid without rain: fo that the littll dreams which hither, 
to 'had afforded hardly any water, now commenced fwellyig at fuch a rate, that 
to get over any Angle of them, proved a work, of much time and . much diffi- 
cultv. In fome of thefe indeed tfie water did not rife above the armpits, but them 

4 f. . , -'V.-h 

it ran with fo much violence, that it was impoflible to c afs over. At every ureairt,. 
and at every ciwJing, numbers of men and beads \rere conffantl'.' loll, as it is 
exprefsly mentioned in thole wjenpoip h:;t us by Y^fuf-aali-qhari fon to Co.am- 
aali qhan. He mentions himfclf ids having, hcca.in this manner ft -ppcrl fliort by 
lh£ little river of Termahan, which akh^ugi low,,ran w-jth fuch fury that for wan* 
of boats, they ,wpreobliged to crofs it uponjrafts nude-officer 'trees and .tinker 
Supported underneath by. whole .flyns filled with win'' h is upon fuch frail ma¬ 
chines that both men and tents and me ecundife were obliged to pafs. But the 

horfes and other animals, being obliged t.o fwhji over, hundreds of them were loft 

at a time: he adds that at.a little ftreapa, wffcere lie had the infpeQion of the 
palfagc, he loft no Ms ; than feventeen horfes. From this fpecimen may be gueffed 
what rqufthave been the lofs of the whole tprrny, before they could reach the CalTai 
which runs by Midnapore ; and what they mult have fuffered in crofting that river, 

where no mo; e than four boats could be procured, and where the water was deep 

an violent. In fliort, there would be no end to this narrative; nor would it anfwcr 
any purpofe to mention that infinity of pains which every fuch little palfagc did 
coft infaillibly. But the main evil arofe from the flipperinefs ar.d mirynefs of the 
ground, which had rendered the roads fo very bad, that had the army tarryed a 
few days more at Catec, it would have been impoflible to reach Moorlhoodabad. 

Whilft the Bengal army was making its way to its capital through fo many diffi¬ 
culties, Mir-Habib and his Marhattas were emerging from their lurking places in 
the fore ft, and falling upon the commanding officer at Catec. 1 he latter although for 
*. frona 

, . yt: • v.« firui - ...: . oas 


<SL 


The Viceroy 
tetirck to his 
capital through 
ar\ infe.-mitj o£ 
di&cvltiej. 


AAf 


• warn i° 



- • [ So* 'J 


<sl 


from having forces enough to face a great army, had however courage enough 
to fight it: no foor.cr did he hear of the enemy’s approach, which happened to be 
fix or feven days after his matter's departure, than he inarched out to fight: rot 
that nc was not ienfiblc; of the unequality of his force, but lie thought his cha~ 
raficr at flake; he then fore charged vigoroufly, and behaved with a valour and 
condufl: that did him a G-al of honor; until) having received fix wounds, and loll 
the ufe of bis arm, he was over powered, and taken prifoner: this event was an* 
nounced to the whilfl he was in Balifler-Bender. Such a reverfe could not 

but wound his £ride ; but as t e feafon did not admit of returning back, the bufineis 
of revengingh s deputy's defeat was defered to the nextfcalbn; fo that he pii; r ued 
his journey, a^.d after a number of fatiguing marches. He arrived at Catwa, where 
crofliog over upon u. bridge of boats that had been prepared before hand, he on 
the beginning of Redjeb a* rived at Moti-djil, a palace which he had commenced* 
There he was met by his fon-iri-law Nevaziffi-mahmed-qhan, by Hoffein-cSIi-qhan 
and by number of perfons of diftin&ion, which were received with honors and 
with prefents; and it was at Moti-djil, that Bir8-dutt, who had hitherto fucceeded 
to the prime minifter or Ray-rayan, but without aflfuming the title, now received 
the in veftiture of that high office-in a rich Qhylaat, which conflituted him comp¬ 
troller and Superintendent. of the Revenue office. 

It was here likewife that the fall of Fahr-eddin-hoffein-qhan was 'determined. 
His incapacity, and cowardice had became now fo apparent, that his Very friends 
and troops ufed to quit him every day, and to take ftrvice with Savd-ab'med-qhan 
at P8raniah; whilft himfelf with bis immenfe baggage, and his riches hnrhenf>, 
was fpending at Malda, the whole rainy feafon," as if waiting what was to hap¬ 
pen next. The Viceroy who now became fully apprifed of his imbecility, fent foir.e 
trufty perfons to bring him over to Moorfhoodabad, where he afiignedhim fuitable 
lodgings, and a fuitable peniiqn, with guards to watch Over his perfon: fo that 
at one and the fame lboke he took polfeflion of that immenfe heap of money 
and jewels that had been amaffing for half a century together. We 




We have fipd that on Haider-aaly-qhan’s brigade bcinjr broke, the whole of 
iiat detachment had undergone the fame fate; fo that ih j r commander retired 
to Moorlhoodabad, where he had loft his eye fight ; and thi misfortune had confi* 
n'ed him to his houfe. But his broken troops applied a Seradj-eddo8lah by 
whofe interceflion they were re-admitted into the fervic? The command of the 
artillery and- of-the corps attached to it, .was be flowed cy that young Prince him* 
felf; and Sheh-Zia-OUah, who had been for years together the friend and favorite of 
Ataollkh-^han, was inverted: with the deputy-fhip ofyhat office. About this time 
Mehdy-nefiar-qhan my uncle, who at the inftigation Jof Seradj-edd<\81ah's mother, 
had fallenout with Sayd-ahmed-qhan of P8raniah; now made his ^ppearance at 
Moorfhoodabad, accompanied by Naky-aaly-qhan, ny younger broth byGholam- 
reza-qhan, fon to Mir-mortezevi-qhan, and by forr* other ytrlons of diftin^iom 
all which he prefented to Seradj-edd681ah, on whole mind he foon acquired a 
compleat aCcendincy. The young Prince who had taken offence at his uncle's beha* 
viour this long while, and who knew how much Mchdy-Neflar-qhan had been at¬ 
tached' to his father Zin-eddin-ahmed -qhan the murdered’Viceroy of Azimabad, 
received him with open arms, gave him fervice, as well as ter all his friends, ad¬ 
mitted them to his fricndfhip, and afligned them fuitabie penfiorrs. Mehdy-neffar- 
qhan gained fo much ground upon that young prince’s mind, that he became lus 
principle’’ favorite, and the daily objetft of endlefs favours and kindneffes. 

Whilft an orage was gathering within Aaly-verdi-qhan's family, a ftorm was al¬ 
ready breaking over the 8reffa. Mir-habib who liftened only to the diflates of his 
jealoufy againlt Aaly-verdy qhan’s fortune, was perpetually tormenting him in every 
manner in his power ; and having once put on the odious character of ravager, he 
gave himfelf and’*others no reft; but was perpetually in afition for ruining coun¬ 
tries which he could not conquer, and rendering miferable people whom he could 
not bring under fubjerion. He had attached to his perfon a large body of Mar¬ 
iettas and’ Afghans with whom he was defolating thefe many years' all 
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tfW countries foutH *&e Gang*; nor did Re fcem cither,tired; of R& 
ill facccfs or inclined; to fubmit to his fate. To drive fuch implacable enemies,, 
from his dominions, s ld to de,iver his P co P ie from: fuc!l ^ercilefs ravageis* 
feemed incumbent or. Aaly-verdy-Qhan’s lofty mind; and he thought fo Mm- 
fdf; for although wort down by repeated compaigns and endlefs wars, and broken 
with the infirmities of oi d age,, he was ever ready to engage in an expedition. 
And fir ft of all under priden.Ce; of a hunting match,., (a divertiffament ailb which 
Re was very fomi dr, and -which is not. without its utility) he went out and en¬ 
camped at M.ehrpSr, betwixb thefomhern and eafternpart of the city, in a country 
that proved/'fo very 'full of game, that reconing only the. Deer, thefc were 
killed every .’ay hundreds oithofe animals. The poor beads aflonifhed at. the 
noife and fight ‘WlS yh a muUude of men, were ftupefied with fears, and fo con- 
founded, that they, ran tfo..r iU bruffles and from- the plain into the very camp, 
where they were taken alive, or knocked down with flicks and cudgels. After 
fome days fpem in this hunting. Re turned to the touch,, and marched as far 
as Catwa, where he encamped to affemble his troops, from thence he marched 
*o Bardewan, and then to MidnapSr. The enemies hearing of his drawing near, 
took to ’ thei? accurfed and wonted cuftoin of hiding their unwelcome faces in 
defert difficult countries ; and they concealed themfelves fo well that no intelli¬ 
gence could he had of them; The Viceroy pa fled the little river Caflay, and en¬ 
camped on the other fide; and he refolved at this time to fccure the jafles fo 
well, that his obftinate enemies Ibould find it difficult to penetrate into his do¬ 
minions for the future; He therefore determined to- pads the feafon at MidnapSr 
where he ordered his troops to barrack themfelves; and where he gave the 
Fodjdary of that place and country to Ala-c81i-Qhan, commander of Seradj- 
eddo81ah’s brigade. He refolved to fend that young prince towards Balifler, where 
he heard that Mir-Habib had been feen. His intention in this, was to accuftom 
the young man to face an enemy, and to command troops, whilft he afforded 
focae reft to the main of his army; being of opinion that the troops which Mir- 

Habib 
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Habib coulf after, were not fuch a force as might endanger his grand-fon or 
nis detachment. Seradj-ed<]681ah having fent forward Ebft-mahmed-Qhan and 
Mbr-Cazem-Qlian to fee the enemy’s pulfe, marched himfilf after them. Doft- 
mahmcd-Qhan having advanced brifkly, at day-break foun he was in the enemy’s 
prefence; .and he attacked immediately, without wating fcjc Mir-Cazetn-Qhan, his 
friend and rival. The enemy who dreaded the very r«dnie of Aaly-verdy-Qhan 
turned about, after having juft flood their ground for • brine’s fake; and they fled 


as ufual, ’intimidated even by Doft-mahmed-Ohan’s flight attack. Seradj-eddoSlah 


having purfued the enemy, encamped at Baiiffer-ben ter; and as he had no orders 
to advance further, he difeontinued the purfutt. 

4 . J 


So flight a reparation from that beloved grand-fon of hi;, was enough to dc- 
compofe all the gravity of Aaly-vcrdi-QhanV behaviour. He doated fo fondly 
on his beloved perfon, that he found it hard to be a whole day without his 
company /fo that, when he found himfelf deprived of his prefence for fome days, 
whilft he knew him engaged in a fcence of trouble and danger, he loft his dfual 
firmnefs of mind, betrayed‘"tokens of impatience, and could not reconcile him¬ 
felf to fuch a reparation. To humour therefore his own inclination, and to turn 
it to fo.nVUccount, he refolv’ed to try what could be obtained by marching for¬ 
wards ’himfelf, and endeavoring to enclofe Mir-Habib between two fires; hoping 
that frnk 4 neighbourhood would not fail to afford fome favorable opportunity 
to J$£radj-edd681ah, or to himfelf. In the fequel he repented: was apprehen- 
fiU left the enemy fliould part the two armies, and avail himfelf of the young 
prince's inexperience and inattention to tall upon him ; and he lent him orders 
therefore to come back; and following hist own mdfengers, he advanced im¬ 
patiently by long marches, whilft Seradj-eddo&lah himfelf was on his fide leffen- 
ing the diftancc. The two armies joined at Naraingur; and Scradj-eddo81ah having 


1 \ 


0 3 > ^ 

o' 




haftened 


haftened to embrace the feet of his grand-father * *, filled the old man's heart 
with inexpreffiblc joy> The two armies now cantonned themfelves at Kidm- 

p 8r * 
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This moment of ref\ feemed to give rife to much heart-burning amongft 
the officers of the armj\ and to numberiefs divifions and di (contents. Great 
diicoverie^ were made in\the finances, as well as in the aclminiftration of the 
army. One ^tedja-abdol^^ady Qhan, a Cab8lian by birth, who was an officer 
of Cavalry, although none < f the confiderable ones, came one day together with 
his country nan Seyd-rnahrned-yeffaol, and was introduced by Gholam-hoffein- 
Qhan, fupcri^|endant of the jhall of audience: €C they both reprefented that the 
" collufion between'*|ie acconiptant's office, one one fide, and the Pay mailer- 
4€ general and the officer di» other, was fuch, that the mufters were 
(hockingly overcharged, and immenfe fums made away; fo that not one fourth 
“ of the men borne upon the books would upon examination prove to be 
^.effe&ive; that for a proof of their aflertion, they appealed to their own cafe, 
<f which was exa&ly fuch, and fimilar to what would come out to be the cafe of 
ff every brigade, and every corps in the army, upon the.flighted examination; 
u ,in one word, that to put the cafe of every .brigade beyond dilute, they 
4t wanted no more than to be entrufted for one day with the mufterin^ of the 
troops.” This fpeech flruck the Viceroy with amazement; and the d.fcovery 
being fo very important, the requeft was complied with, and orders were 

■j- 

given to the treafury, and to the feveral officers to attend on thofs two me t, 
and to be obedient to their .commands: when to every one's furprife aiid 
amazement, every one of the officers of the troops proved to be (truck with 
confufion and difmay, like fo many men had loft their wits. The two inJpe&ors 

.having 
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* Tki? is the etiquette for meeting a father or a Grand-father, after feme abfci ce. In either 
cafe the old man’s knees are to be embraced, and his feet, killed* 
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' having agreed together to mind neither rank nor Ration, nor recommendation, 
"brought fona fuch a fcene of villany, coliufion and peculate as covered 
every one of them with eternal fhame; and they fupporte 1 their aflertions, by 
fuch undeniable "proofs, that it appeared as clear as day-Ii'ht, that an officer of 
the army, who received pay for feventeen hundred horfcould not mufter fo 
many as eighty or even feventy; and that moft/of thofg that were borne for a 
thoufand, could not {hew fo many as a hundred,. The r e were ftrange difeoveries 
indeed; and ifrom thence the difference arifing through™^. tbe whole army may be ca- 
fily guefled*. The two difeoverers were loaded with prefents, and preferments, and 
were daily advancing in faVor': but they became objects of taunt aid reproach; 
■and they gave rife to a general difeonteni, and ton.any heart-burni Igs. It feems 
that every party a£ted wrong in this affair; neither ought tlW'^ men to have 
carried their animdfity and private intereft fo far? - ..gftt the army to have 

been guilty of fuch enormous collufions; {till left did it become Aali-verdy-Ohan, 
in a time of War, and at the beginning of a campaign, to examine fo minutely 
into fuch’ a difeovery; efpedally as thole commanders had always ferved him 
well, and hatf never fpared their pains nor their blood; and as fuch an inquiry 
at Rich a time might have h ill fatal confequences: he ought to have remembered 
ithefe verfes of the poet. 

<c N^dii but daft is to be feen in this plain immenfe : 

“ ’Lei . as go quickly over it with our eyes {hut-up." 

,r fhilC.ail Bengal refunded with this difeovery, news came that the Marhattas 
f —ving turned the Bengal army, were proceeding to Moorihoodabad by 

% rapid 

* Such are without exception a 1 ! 1 the armies and all the troops of India; and were we to rate by this rule, 
thofe armies of fifty and a hundred thoufand men that fought, or were Slaughtered at the decifive 
battles of Pafefy andi Bacfar (and by fome fuch rule muft they be rated by all means), we would 
have incredibA deduftions to make. Such a rule however, would not anfwer for Mir-Caffem-Qhan’* 
troops, where tlere was not one tingle ialfe rautier; nor would it anfwer for Haider-allPs armies,. 
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rajtfd malr'dfcs through the hilly country. Aali-verdy-Qhan who' was bc.u on 
engaging thole ravage 5 by all means, and who did not truft either the* troops 
or the deputy he had left in his capital, decamped from Midnap8r, and came 
b&ck to Bardvah : thev - be learned that the enemy who did hot like a clofe 
engagement, and who dreaded' his very name, had again retreated behind 
the Hills weltward of Mi. orfhoodabad. 
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It was during this march he learned that Fahr-eddin-HofTein-Qhan had either by 

the negleft or ;onnivance of h is guards, found means to efiefl his efcape, and to make 
his way goo : i to Mir-Habibr and to the Marhattas; but he footi became tired 
of his new friends: bred with delicacy, he had never known but by h^ar-fay 
what bodily pain might be; and he no fooner faw himfelf amongit thofe new 
friends of his with nothing but hiS^uife for all carriage, and nothing but fcanty- 
meals for all table, than his fpirits failed : finding himfelf harraffed by long marches* 
and daily toil, he took a difguft to fuch a way of life, and quitted v he Mar¬ 
iettas, to repair to Shalc-Djehan-abad; where with the money and Jewells which 
he had found means to tranfmit thither by the channel of fome Bankers of 
PPrania and Maldab, fome time before his captivity, he made a fhife to live 
comfortably; but foon falling into a melancholy ftate of mind, that inceffantly 
prayed upon his fpirits, he departed his life and went to join his departed father.- 

V 

We have left the Viceroy in full purfuit of the Marhattas, and at a lo[> \v 

. j£, ' ” *• » * V; ,'i 

knpw, where they might; be. At this very, conjuncture, thsre came a Zemindar A e 
hilly country, who reprcTented “ that if his highnefs would accept him f< 
u guide, he knew how to carry his victorious troops, bv fuch fecret wa 
“ would enable them to furprifie the Marhattas in their retreats. ” His propoE 
was accepted; and the Zenifridar being ordered upoh an Elephant, where he 
was 'Watched, the army marched under his dirci-Uon ; but on the thircljday of the 
march, ifc was found that the Zemindar had plunged a poniard in his .ovSH&wcJIs; 

The 






The msyjt. havirfg been fent for, and alked the rcafon of his behaviour, “'he an- 
« fwe”cd, that having loft bis way, and fearing to be pjuniflic* for it, 'be had thought 
“ it better to. make away with Uimfelf.” This accident difasncertcd the Viceroy, 
who unwilling to, engage farther in an unknown! uninhabit ?d Country, thought it 
O-afonnable to march back; and he returned to iBard van >■ where he took up his 
quarters in a feat and garden, belonging to Matpc-Chiufi, D-ivan to the Radja, 
of the country : it was in the moft delightful pot wlich that whole tradl could 
afford; ar/d he intended to tarry there, untill he receive eer^in intelligence 

about the motions and encampment of die Marhatta?, It was in this feat that 

f ' ’ ■ . !: 

Mir-Djaafer-Qhan, who had received orders to quite the city, whe r e he ferved 
uuder the orders of the Deputy-Governor, and thei to repair witjf his troops to 
cam:>, arrived and payed; his refpcQs to the Viceroy, who received him very ill. 
Since the difeovery about the deficiencies ip, <h~- army, no was exceedingly dilfatis- 
fyed with the .co^yiu.ft of tljjs -ofjj&r, who Siad been this long while Pay-mafl-er 
General cy the forces, The Viceroy after feverely reproaching him for his Ihame- 
lcfs maLverfaiions, commanded him to difmifs lib own brother Mir-I (mail from 
the office of Deputy Piy-mafter, and to appoint Qhadja- haddy-Ohan in his fteade 
the officer tergiveetd, but at lafi, was obliged to comply with the order. 

/ ' . : ; : ' 

In a yew days intelligence came that the Marhattas had again turned towards 

Midnanjr; andhe Viceroy, whole foremoft wiffi was to engage thofe ravagers, 
matted thither direfltly, after having, as he thought, difmilfed Seradj-ed-dofllarto 
R-joorlhoobabad : for it was here that this young Prince gave tokens of his impati¬ 
ence for reigning; and it was here he endangered his Grand-fater’s life by the 
deep impreffion which fuch a precipitancy made upon Iris mind. 

, •, t v V ^ * ‘ „/,» \ \ , I f 

It muft be remembered that the poor man's unde, the late Mehdi-nefrar-Qhan^ 
T was a ma 4pf acknowledged merit, efpecially in military matters,where he was re- 
;-narkablc,b''-t|i for conduct and perfonnal prowefs: fo.that few men could be cojp 
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pared to him. After he had loft his beloved mafter, Zin-eddin-ahmedQhan, by fo* * 
lamentable a deatk. he Vad entertained thoughts of attaching himfelf to Aaly-verdi- 
Ohan; but finding that the Viceroy did not pay a fufficient attention to hind, he re- 
folved to puftrhimfclf ir, the world,< in whatever conjirndures time ftiould give a rife 
to; or fhould it prove unfavorable, he was refolved to leave the world altogether, 
and to think only of etenjty and of his falvation, fince after all the end of all 
wordly things, is death. 

Full of his pl-tn, he attached himfelf to Seradj-ed-do81ah, whofe rifing ambi¬ 
tion he had gteffed. But MUtdi-neftar-qhan’s turn of mind had found fo little 
favour at Coif^t, that this officer being once in converfation with Aaly-verdy- 
qhan, that Prince w.P was a olear-fighted man, obferving that he fpoke with as- 
much boidnefs as he f® firous of P artin g his grand-fon from 

fuch a Councellor: however it was in vain .; ;£!" M p Wi-nc/rar^haix informed of 
this refolution, had determined to be before hand wiih him; and wear, certain 
that he fpoke to Seradj-ed-d681ah in thofe very terms: u Your grand-father loves 
“ you fo dearly, that he cannot part with you for a moment; and on the other 
“ hand, he has fuch a miftruft of your years, and of your rifing mtions about your 
“ being intitled to freedom, power, and a participation of authority, that he wifhes 
“ to keep you totally ignorant of bufxnefs; fo that you may never pretenc^to dif* 

“ pute his will, or to afpire at that degree of independence which you are ir^itled- 
« to; for by the right of inheritance, as well as-by your perfonal chara&er for ca- 
“ pacity, you are above all your relations, being confefledly the flower of your 
“ family, and the flambeau (*) of your grand-father’s pofterity ; and thanks to God, 
w you ar e now become a man, and have, ceafed to be a child. So much fubmifo 

fion 
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• This was a flattering alluflon to Mirza-Mehmed’s principal title, which was Seradj-c, id ft 

the fhining taper of the Empire. His other title; (but this had been only jq his childho -d) wa* Shab- 
the Lord foldier of the Kings. 




** fion looks unbecoming at your age; and with yon r p re tenfions and rights. 
“ Should you quite the camp, and repair to Arimabad, it not p rove a difficult 

" matter to pull down Djankiram, a poor ,gend^>» who is on jy y OUr deputy, and 
" who will do as he /hall be bid. After you flail have , ro duccd your perfon to 
“ the world in that manner, your uncle (hall l«*ve no .^dier party left, but that 
“ of afling inconformity to your will." 


Such a fpeech could not fail to make the deepelt impreflion on fuch a man as 
Seradj-ed-do81ah: he liftened attentively to the advice, but kept it n his heart for 
ufe; and it becomes highly probable that fome me Cures were already concerted: 
for Mehdy-nelfar-qhan about the middle of the year 1163 refigned the fervice, 
and repaired to Moorlhoodabad, from whence he continued his journey with a 
few friends to Azimabad ; and it happenc -' 1 fame time that Aali-naki-qhan, 

that younger ' v ' T.’.r.w, ^wno am the mod inconfiderable of mankind) who 

on fome,t^ifgufl; had quitted Sayd-ahmed-qhan’s fervice at P 8 rania, to attach himfelf 
^wlth a body of two hundred horfes to Seradj-ed-do81ah, now became equally dif- 
gulled with the latter, and refigned that fervice, efolved to repair to Azimabad 
likewiie with intention to feek his fortune at the Imperial Court. But this rclolu- 
tion havyig greatly aflfefited me, who then lived at P 8 rania, where I was great¬ 
ly con filer ed by Sayd-ahmcd-qhan, but could not bear to part with one to whom 
i 

I bore fb. mug]t affeflion; I lent for him to P 8 rania, and with many intreaties 
I e-,gaged Sayd-ahmed-qhan to give him fervice again; and that affair ended to 
rty fatisfaflion. Aaly-vcrdy-qhan was at that time encamped at Midnap 8 r, where 
eot being able to get any intelligence of the motions of the Marhattas, he had 
returned to his old cantonements with infection to remain there: for as the pof- 
feflion of the Caftle of that place feemed to have been a!! along their main ob¬ 
ject; and Haider-aaly-qfcan, the governor of it, feemed for want of a fuflieiem- 
force, inevitable to preferve that ftrong hold from tbofe invaders, the Viceroy rc- 
folved tp : p; fs the feafon in it; and having ordered that the palace and other 
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buildings there fliould be p* in repair and even enlarged, he Cent for hi) veiled one? t 
from koorfhood bad,' a -»d publilhed that the arnjyought to, provide th^mfelyes, 
with neceflarte^t •«» W that ncighbouriiood. This ord- could 

not fail to conrtern both. the office ^ and fddters, who tired ^iththe len^jh of^ this 
campaign, expefted to re urn hom? at the beginning of the rains: they now Ipft, 
the hopes of meeting then fam W* *ty» ancl 

every one commenced providing hiftfelf with a cahut, and fume covering of thatch 
or draw. Some days palled it ' s fanner, every ope., think,in^ they vjcul/J.qpw 
repofe for a whole feafon;'when. at once it, became known that Seradj cd-dp&la^,. 
after having dilpatched a ihc.rt note to Mehfly-nelTur-qha.n at Azimalpad, to, 
acquaint hitn with, his rel'olutio ', had let opt for that place, carrying np one will, 

him, but L8tf-cn-'neir<i 1, ■ >nd-maid of lys that engroffpd his, affe^ioBa, 

' >;,; 0> o: " ' 
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♦ This h the rcfpbftfall ami f polke expreftton when a man fpeaks of .the women of another, 
as well as of his ovyn. , 

f This lady is v npw living at Moarfaodabad - and idthoitgh on being ftirp/ifed „u Rodj-mahl feme 
years after by Mj^-caffem-gjb|r^, /he Ibipped of every thijig,- ys% itjs.eertai.n that (he is reputed 
rich; and Ihe enjoys a penfion from th£ Ni/.amut, that is from thofe Engliftywhich^ her lord wanted to 
deftroy to a man. Site mu ft not be coh founded with faizy at'fatzen; another favorite \f Ser^dj- 
eddoB-lah's. This laft h?d been a. Xtnchfxi ;?c Dchli> that is, a dUncc-girl* from whence her ijter{<j(i/tfe 
had been fupflicatcd (and this was the expreftion ufed), at the Court of Moorlhoodabad, the reque’ being 
accompanied by no lefs than :* draught of one lac of fupecs: the was, fays the amorous Chnnicle, 
of that capital, a compleat ]ndjaq r bpay t/': of that righf golden \\u$, fo rapdy cgvfjc^all, pye{ hat 
region, and ot that ddteacy of perlon, Wnich weighs cnlv two and twenty fan, or about fifty pounds 
averdupoist a fmall delicate woman with a cool retreat, being the fummum bcnum of an Indian. Now, 
although the women of the Prince’s fp.raglio were..kept with the moft fcrupulons attention, and.Scyadj- 
ed-doSlah was the mod beauteous youth of his titrs•*, yet the Indian beauty fell in love with the Prince's 
brother-in-law, Seyd-mnhmcd-qhtfn, a very hand ft. ■, as fair as ah European, and of ftich a beauty 
of features, and ftoutnefs of body as would, have honor to any company tbat^part, of the 

world: he was introduced fecretely; and two. days after the matter took veik—fo* Mjfs, Said 
Semf j-ed-d6Sla, I find yen are a ithore ; u And Why hot ? anfwered the' poor woman in defpair, who 1 
at once forefaw her impending fate; thsx word indeed .might, prove a reprdac' to, your 

ft mother, but none to me : I am fo by trade.”. Shq was fhut up in a clofet, and door was 

- :> ,r»f; bi' f ; • ti m • : - 
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Put ting Jtjiis young lady with her mother in his own Rutt or covered carriage, he 

i 

1 ‘d fee out fv^r; that plac.e^ being drawn by aii excellent p-iii' of thole oxen that 
mate iifuay; thirty or forty coffes in a day J. \Vhcn this ii telligenee was brought 
to the Viceroy, he was converting with If u lie i ii- c 8 ii - q b a H and Baffen-r^za-qhan 
and a few other perfons of diftinftion. It woulci be difliqtdt to deferibo the’.effect 
it had immediately upon him: his colour changed: his features altered : his bo¬ 
dy (hook : Iris hands trembled; and .without {peaking a (ingle word, or minding 
anything elfc, he got up immediately, mounted hrs Paleki; an" 1 only with a 
fin all number of friends and fervants that proved t.t be at hand, lie advanced, 
like one in an alienated Rate of mind, as far as Di>anki-Serai; and not finding' 
his darling there, he fent fome trufly perfons forwards who over took him, and 
made ufe of every motive that could bring him ba#k. Se r vdj-cd*d681ah unmoved 
by their entreaties, was pullring forward* an incredible rate: letters at the-fame 
time arrived f ivVll f;;, V ’ v paiy*'* governor of Moorfhoodabad, mentioning that he 
had Iriraf^f run a f (cr t he young Prince, without being able to over take him : but that 
ihofe that had, had been received very bluntly, having had no other aniwer that thefe 
few words: ifjto continue to run after me, / mil make away with myfeif: upon which 
the Envoys had returned much confounded at his obftinacy. On this intelligeWce 
the Viceroy feemed to lofe his wonted gravity and firmnefs of mind; To that 
leaving die command of his army to Mir-djaafer-qhan and to Radja D SI 8 b- ram, 
he copy only Iris guards with a few friends, and fet out for MoOrflioodabad, 
gevri/g at (rich a rate, that notwithflanding the rain,’the mire and the bad r&a'ds, 

1 V . . ’ . * \ • . '• " ' - 'T*"‘ ■ lie 
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walled-up ; and three months after. Hie was found dried up to a Ikeleton, but not ofFenfive. r x he 
tianilafcyc has fent to England feveral of her Portraits. (J) tfe frardlator has feen thofe oxen, for 



ffaort by lufl mlf a foot: they were of the right Gddjrati breed, white as (how, and quite "gentle, 
and had coll twelve hundred rupee* the couple. 
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he had glined eight long Rages in four days time, and was arrived at Moor* 
flioodabad, havng conftantly marched from morning till night: there he tarried 
only one day; and he fet out the next morning for Azimabad, ha’‘tig firf; 
wrote to Seradj-ed-d631ah in the terms of an irnpafEonate lover, who fupplicated 
the favour of his fheving once; more that beloved face of his to an alienated 
old man, whofe foie deVght in \his old age centered in that enjoyment: he added 
feme reasonings to engage him tc abandon his project, but it was in fuch a con- 
’defeendmg manner, as migh ^ot give offence. The letter was delivered r.o Seradj- 
ed-d6Slah at PaghalpSr ; and he anfwered it immediately in thefe words: “ your 
“ highnefs, with all thefe de nonftration of love, attention and condefcendence, is 
" keeping my enemies about your perfon and raffing them to high dignui** 
<c and eminent commands; for inftance HufTein-c8ly-qhan : whilft I, whom you 
° fay to be your darib.g am k 'ot without either office or employment, and am in 
in a Rate of depreffion and conu,.:^ when compard to him : the proof 
u oi which is, that on my returning from Bard van, not one man was n t ^ e trou- 
hlc of coming to my encounter to receive me. To Sayd-ahmed-qhan lias 

“ been 8iven in ful1 Sovereignty: his brother Nevazifh-mahmed-qhan is lording 
" it all over Bengal; but for me there is nothing in ftore, but fair words, and 
" CardreS) anJ ex P rcffions of ; nor has any thing been done for me, that might 
" ra ' fe my charaaerj orincreafc my influence, or give me fome importance n the eyes 
" ° rmy relations and friends, or in the eftimation of the world; and now, that I am 
" going to take pofleffion of my father’s ellate, I am, forfootb, to be cajo'ed out 

my ‘lght. I advife your highnefs to beware of advancing farther: for the 

" c ° nfe 4 uen « of a ftep of that nature may be fuch, as that your head (hall fall 

“ im ° my la P> or own fta11 be mad e faa to your Elephant’s foot.” So ani¬ 

mated 


• *u T i° fe ,hat - iS th0< ! he hdd as ruch ' VCre Ho^in-Cgli-Qhan, and BahacV.r-Aali-Qhan, 

the fequc-I hacked to p.ece S ; but his great adverfary was his own unc.e Sayd-Ahn , d-Qhan. once 
Viceroy of Azimabad, and now of Pgrania. ^ 








■^S/NIW 







C 6.7 3 

related an anfvver, although given only verbally, was repeated with exaftitude; 
and S^dj-ed-do81a having found it juft, continued his flight The anfwcr being 
faithfully reported to the Viceroy, it made a'molt unexpeSed effect: he on a 
fudden became eafy in his mind ; and he betrayed feveral tokens of fatisfaflion and 
- joy; but when the meftenger came to the l?ft part of his meffage, the old man 
broke his filence, and could not help fereaming out: my bead in bis lap! or at his 
Elephants Jbi! It is the utmoft wifi of my hurt . sfs to bis head, how dUft thou 
dare, you fellow, to mention it in my prefence in this manner? This /aid, he'wrote 
another tetter, full of the mod tender expreflions, a \l fuch as he thought capa- 




ISM 


hie of foftening the young man’s mind; and he fent St immediately by an exprefs. 
" This letter contained the mod paflionate exportations, with the humbled ex- 
“ cufes; and it ended by a requeft to think b -Ver o f an old man’s tender- 
" nefs, and more ferioufly of his own Solution, as well as of the erroneous con- 
«* ceptionsJrf had imbibed. My deareft one, faid he, you complain without real 
‘‘,.Cu»fWton; and you have erroneoufty conceived the very reverie of what has 
/“ been all along my intention for you : hear then my humble petition : it is in thefe 
| « terms: Command, to my dominions, and to all the world , befides. It is the utmoft 
“ aim of my fchemes, and the only fcope of my fond wifhes.” At the bot¬ 
tom of the letter he added thefe four verfes in his own hand : 


ffm 


“ The warrior who gpes alone into the field in queft of martyrdom, 

“ Unaware that the martyrs of the field of love, differ dill more than him 

Runs the rifk ol bearing at the day of judgement his own condemnation in 
thefe words: 

“ Two lovers lie buried here, the one flain by the foe, the other killed by love.” 

But whilft the 1 iceroy was endeavouring to reclaim his Grand-fon, and to write 
love letters, the latter was pulhing forwards ; and he was already arrived at Ghyafs- 
p8r, from 'whence he forwarded a letter to Mehdj-ncffar-Qhan, to give him 
^ *;ioti<?e “-rifV, trufting to his promifes he had quitted the Royal ftate he enjoyed 
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" in Bengal to come To far ; and that he expefted now that, he would he fo 
« good as his word, and would come in the date and manner agreed between 
« them.” 1 It mull be obferved .that Mehdy-neflkr-Qfaan had already'and before 
the arrival of the letter, embarked his family and furniture in boats which he 
intended to difpatcli to Ghazip8r: his intention being to exert bimfeif to the ut • 
moft,. if Seradj-ed-d<S81ah fhould come; and if he (hould not, then he was re¬ 
folded to take his fervants and friends with him and to repair to Shah-djeban- 
abad : for hej doubted in his mind whether Seradj-ed-do81ah would a£t up to 
•what had beejp agreed to. between them, or could undertake fuch a mighty enter- 
prize ; and fuch was he in i is temper of mind, when, the letter in queltion came 
to hand: on feeing, which he fent for the poor man’s mother (a lady whom he 
conlidered as his own), and to. whom he bor.e the tendereft refpefl, with the moll 
filial attachment; and he fheweu i.v. the letter, informing her of Scradj-ed- 
do,81ah’s arrival, and requeuing her opinion. me iiiy „^oi.'.'.W v at what (be 
beard, anfwcred in thefe terms which do fo much honor to her undemanding; 
“Brother, you will never be able to cope with Aaly-verdi-Qhan: and j$H 
“ though the man, who commands here, is only a Gentoo and a writer. Nc- 
« verthclefs he is his deputy; and with the force he can mufter, he will be 
“ able to reduce a hundred fuch ones as yourfelf. As to Seradj-ed-d681ah, he 
“is Aaly-verdy-Qhan's grand-fon; and the-grand-father is doating upon him: 
« his coming fo far will do him no great harm ; they will join again, and be- 
“ come one again, like fugar and milk that have got a (light (immcring; nor 
«* fball you be found to have done much more than to have fought your owrr 
«< death to no purpofe at all. Your boats are thefe many days ready : embark. 
“ your contort and your daughter, and'difpatch them, immediately ; andas toyour- 
« felf, get upon a fleet horfe, and difappear .from hence.” This was a falutary 
.advice; but Mchdy-ncfTar-qhan retained already by the point of honor, and con- 
t routed by the (hong land of deftiny, c«eMt!jr anfwcred the entreaties of that 
fcoible lady only \yith words: had mt^r^j-cd'dd%H' urn fojfi*.. 1Jhonl> 1 

fa 




MiN/sr^ 



C'**y 3 


<SL 


tfgmt Ttfil loaf ready to go ; hit now that he is arrived, I ewnot Ve treat without 
Ljing my ciiaraBer , and without exfofmg tnyfelf to t)e reproach ofpufdkmmity and ungene - 
nnfcsfs. After fuck a defertion I will never be able'to bear the fight of my acquaintances. 
JsJo. lb re/C"tfI am to live, and we are able to turn away this Bengally writer, Aly - 
verdy-qhanfhaU not meddle with us-, nor fall dominion and Sovereignty efcafe cur hands ; 
and if my lime draws to an end, then Tmujl fubmil; nor is it an unknown adage that 
whoever is to •be buried in the morning will never Jlcep in his bed that evening. After 
having Paid fo much, he took his final refolution, embarked his family, entrufted 
my mother with fomc jewels and fome veflels of «$»ld and filver \which he de¬ 
fined to his daughter}, and quitting his houfe, hefe out at the dawn of the day to 
meet Seraclj~ed-d681ah, whom he found at the town of Ghayafsp8rcalled Bar; and 
after a fhort conference bedifpatched letters in his-.-name as well as in his own to 
the officers and commanders refiding at ..^dier-banga, and on the northern more 
of the Gangs, ' jVidti great promilfes to come over and join Seradj- 

ed-d681al/: he wrote to fome other perfons likewife; and there was a probability 
Qf his being Shortly at the head of an army: for letters were coming from moll 
of them, in which they were profefling their readinefs to embrace his party, and 
announcing their departure. This much is certain, that numbers that had already 
inarched, were obliged to go back, on hearing that Mehdy^neflar-qhan was dead, 
and that the undertaking had mifearried: for Mehdy-neffar-qhan had fuch a talent 
for engaging popple in his intereft, and" fuch a command over the hearts of mili¬ 
tary men, that there was no doubt of his being able to gethimfelf followed; tier 
do I remember to have feen or heard that he had been at any time furpaffed^r 
even equalled by any one in that important qualification. After the conference with 
my mother he took up his abode in Djaafer-qhan's garden, where Seradj-ed~d68lah 
was already; and thatfpot was foon reforted to by the inhabitants of A 2 !tti-abad 
and all the perfons of note from the neighbourhood. And now a meffage was fent 
to Djankiram, the deputy-governor, commanding bis attendance: the main was 
llunned by the meifage, and he fell head long in a fea of aftonifhment und in 

certitude. 
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certitude* ,To pay Seradj-ed~d681ah a viGt, might be found fault with, by Aly- 
“ verdy-qhan, who wpuld obje£t dint government and fovereignty did not admit of 
“ fuch complaifances and fuch iubmiffionsj and to hand upon a d.tehee, in 
“ which Ser&dj-ed-doSlah might come to any harm, would prove -to irremiifibie 
“ crime fqr which no circumftances and r.o plea of neceflity would avail with fe 
“ impalTionate a lover as A!y-verdy-qhan, who would not fail to put him to 
•' dtath: the old man's doating fondnefs for the young prince being of fuch a 
“ nature, as admitted of no regard for any thing clle.” At laft he took to the 
expedient of/ending a fhrewd man to found the ford; and this was Muftepha- 
c81y-qhari, a brother of Ser dj-ed-do81ah’s father-in-law. This nobleman was re¬ 
queued to examine Seradj,-ed-d681ah's difpoGtion, and to difeover what were 
his real intentions. Muftepha ~81y-qhan payed his refpefls, and commenced dif- 
coiufing on a variety of fubjeCU. The young prince had been warned before hand 
by Mehdy-neffar-qhan not to fpeak to any - r the melTengers that would be fent 
by Djanki-ram, nor even to admit them in his prefence, left they fhoujd come to 
difeover his real intention, and to difeourage their matter from coming ihpciio. 
Seradj-ed-d68iab, who both from the impatience of youth, and from natural 
imbecillity, was incapable of concealing a feerct, difclofed it at once to Muf 
tepha-c81y-qhan, requefting him at the fame time to bring Djanki-ram 
over. The Envoy, who was an able well fpoken man, immediately pro- 
mifed to comply with his pleafure; and he was difmiflcd with regard and 
honor. By one of thofe ftrokes of deftiny, it happened that when Muftepha- 
Qhan was introduced, Mchdy-neflarrQhan was out, and intent upon foinc bufi- 
nefs: fo that this nobleman whole very admiflion he wanted to prevent, went 
away quietly after a long conference. Muftepha-Qhan heing gone in this man¬ 
ner, gave full information to Djankiram; and., the latter who was preparing to 
wait on Seradj-ed-do81ah, now ordered the gates of the city-walls to be fhut-up, 
and guards to be ftationed every where, whilft himfclf took his poft in the 
Cattle. This intelligence was no fooner brought, than Seradj-ed-d681ah, who was 
' m- 
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incapable oF diffembling or of containing Aimfelf, wanted to. fife out immedi¬ 
ately, to get the gates opened and to rub ihUGentods oars ( for fuch was his ex- 
being abundantly confident that no one would dare to lire at him, or 
.^veniotouco hisjerfon. Mrhdy-nefTar-Qhan reprefented, « that gates were not 
V to he opened in\hat manner; npr fortereffes to be taken by fixty oi feventy men; 

« an( i that the whole depended on his taking patience a few days more, when 
« he would have an army at his command/' This rational obfervation ferved 
only to precipitate matters: that foolifii young man, who had no difeernment 
enough- to diftingulfh between a proper and an improper moment, and betwixt 
good and bad advice, anfwercd bluntly: It is up ft your words and your promifes 

I have parted with an Empire , or at lenjl with the Royal Jl.aU I enjoyed, and am 

come Jo Jar ; and you want now to Jkulk from J little fighting? Mehdy-neffar- 
Ohan who had never been of fuch as to put up with reproaches in 

that 'ab'd fpoke in thefe words: « Had you l.ftened 

„ to fober counfel, you would not have admitted into your prefence people that 
“came to found your intentions; nor would you have all at once informed them 
*r'of yourfecrets: now informed they are ; the game has efcaped out of your net, 
„ and has efcaped, becaufe you have opened the net yourfelf: the gentoo is 
« now put upon his guard: and now after all that, you with only thefe fixty or fe¬ 
ci vent y men that are about your perfon (all of whom furely cannot be men of 
« valor .and .capacity), you want no lefs than to take Caftles, and to conquer 
« provinces? Abfurd ! In two or three days, at moft, numerous troops will 
„ be flocking to you from all parts, and then it will ’be time to think of brin- 

„ j n g this affair to the conctufion which you wifh." To all this that ignorant 

imprudent young man anfwered nothing, but the very words he had already ut¬ 
tered; and Mehdy-nelfar-Qlun unwilling to retreat on one hand, and convinced 
on the other that matters were taking a defparate turn, at once took his refo- 
lution and refolved to die. Accordingly he put fome affairs in order, pafibd 
the whole night in prayers and in recommending himfelf to the divine mercy; 
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and at day break he displayed tbfr ftandard of prowefi: fo that at the head of 
his fixty men, h$ advanced to take the forterefs of Azirnabad. This evfent liap- 
pened at the end of Redjeb, or in the beginning of Shaaban in the ytfir 1163 
of the Hedjra. This handfui of men was then at the eaftern ; and ail 
the wall of that part appeared ftecp, and thronged with armed men* he, under-* 
pretence of going to vifit the monument of his dear mafkr Zin-eddin-Ahmed 
Qhan, mounted the young prince upon his own horfe.,. and advanced thither on 
foot, inclining towards a fmall gate that goes by the name of the wicket of the 
Begums quartersf> But as that part, although fome what lower, was like wife found 
guarded by armed men, cfpe dally by thofe commanded by the gentoo Mehta- 
Djcfvent-lSragur, a relation of Radja Dia-j3ahadyr, an engagement took place, and 
a firing commenced from the vail, Mehdy-nelTar-Qtam having placed Seradj- 
ed-do£lah with a few men in a 'particular fpot at the foot of the rampart, where 
he was under cover and fafe, went himfelf ,’ith he reft, and proceeded Hill by 
£he foot of the wall, looking ou.t for fome caSer afcent*;and havingTound o"*,e 

Strange attack at laft, he got over it with moft of his men flightly wounded, and even witn ar 

on the City of 

fi'uy^ocn 1 by arrow lodged in liis own arm. Some others, like Emapet-Qhan, with a few m 6 ic,. 

got in by a waier-courfe, that had been enlarged by the rain; and having opened 
the gate from within, they introduced Seradj-ed-do81ah with the few men that 
were with him; fo that this particular part of the City-wall was evacuated by the 
garrifon ; and the way into the City was left open and free. Mehdy-neffar-Qhan with 
a Djma upon his perfon* and a fabre in his hand, was advancing on foot in a 
menacing pofture at the head of his friends, who were followed by Scradpedi- 
do81ah mounted upon Mehdy-nefTar-Ohan's horfe; nor did he meet with any 
obflru&ion in his way, until' he found himfelf at the gate of my mother's apart¬ 
ment, 

_ , n- - ■ --. . .— >■ ■ ■■■ — «»* --- - -- - 1 - ■ ■ r f‘ ■ 

* It mu ft heobferved that the wall being only of earth, and the immenfe rains that fall every y err 
having greatly damaged it in a country, wheiT they never think of repairs, but at the. la# extremity, 
it was no very difficult matter to find feme eafy afcent. 
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inent, 3 Vct again# Hadjf-gundj, betwixt which and the BegtmVs quarter, the 

ground is full of houfes: there Djankiram made his appearance with all the 
ajsparatus'Spf war: he was mounted on his Elephant, preceded by fbme field- 
•y j>r<?cej y and 'takgts and a large number of men: but nothwithfhnding that 
’appearance of firmrntft, be looked like one amazed and confounded, and in 
dread of what might happen. Ha fieri-aaly-Qhan with his body of troops pre¬ 
ceded him j. and the two parties meet about the chock or market-place, facing 
the caflle* gate: his people could not amount to lefs than four^thouCmd men, 
befides die garn'fon fpread upon the walls. On fjght of this, Emanet-Qhan, 
one of Mehdv-neflar-qhan’s friends and followers, a nan of great courage and prow- 
efii, brandifhed his fpear, and fpuring his horfe, he threw hitnfdf amongft thofe 
that followed HoflTcn aaly-qhan, and had formed a jfne extending fouthwards betwixt 
die Caflle-gate and the market place. ^Put not cne of thofe men had the cou¬ 
rage to face. iht****&ier A^hejraf/"gave way at once} and ikulking in the fliops, 
and behind' the flails, they were firing upon him from under cover. The man like a 
cbrageoHs lion, that has got amongft, a herd of timourous deer, was now falling 
upon one, and then ruffling upon another; until fonie one getting upon the top of 
a houfe, or into feme other lofty part, took aim leifurely, and fhqt him in the 
head ; and that brace man falling from his horfe, fpent his life honourably in the 
field of braves, juft at this time Mehdy-nefTar-qhan was advancing ftill at the 
head of his fmay troop; and numbers of the enemy, who knew him perfonally, 
were calling out to him, to have pity on himfelf, and to forbear advancing: 

* 

fouie of bis people w-cre making the fame entreaties: but thefc words ferved 
only to raife his anger; and turning to thefe latter, he anfweredr thefc words 
of yours do not Jail my arcumjlances at prtfent: let any one of you who loves me bet¬ 
ter than he does himfelf ftp forth and march before, me. It mult be obferved that whilft 
Minianet><|han was engaged, Mirza-medar-begh thedecanian, feeing his friend’s danger, 
: £.aUed ofAt to \}is two fons and to hia Con-indaw, to follow him ; arid fpuring his 
koufe direetjy, he advanced, to his affiftance with two or three more: but before 
2 - he 
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-tie could come up, Etnanet-qhan was already flain,—and himfelf after having 
done much execution both with his fpear and then with his fabre, was fhot dead 
from a houfe; fo that his Ions and fon-in-law feeing him fall, fled from that 

■ y v:' 

feene of (laughter; bat having in their flight mixed with the r ~w that \tere 
with Melidy-iiefTar-qhan, they bore down their ranks, and communicated their 
own fears: fo thatthefe alfo commenced (hulking about and difperfing. As the 
ftreet was narrow, and it could not hold more than fix horfes in front, the 
five or fix run aways, by running full fpeed arnongft them, made them give 
away ; and fome of thefe availed themfelves of the fhelter afforded by houfes 
and fhops. Mdidy-ncflar-qlvm being then clofe to the Cotvafs Chabotra or tribu- 
ual> got in a (hop; and as foon as the runaways were gone, he came out 
again, with his fabre in his hrnd, and continued advancing; but by this time 
one half of his followers had disappeared; and the reft hi (heartened by the flight 
of Medar-beg’s ton’s, and by the defertibh it had, ocxafirm~d : were hardly to 
be kept together, and they often turned about to look behind : at the heels os 
the runaways, arrived Mehta-djefvent-nagur, armed and quilted * ; and as he kne 
Mehdy-neffar-qhan perfonally, he called out to him: “ My Lord-Qhan, y<. 
ff have got over the wall at the fpot where I commanded, and have of courfi 
c< occafioned a ftain upon my cha rafter: but ftill you are my acquaintance and 
cc friend: why do you expofe yourfelf in fuch a manner ? it is not too late yet to be 
“ gone: for god's fake, be gone direftly, and live/' Thefe words feemed to ex¬ 
cite both zt finite and fome pceviftmefs in Mehdy-ncffar-qhan: he anfwered 

with 


* Military men in India, that is as many as can afford it, or are willing, wear a variety of cul- 
iaffcs, of cotton, raw-filk, and alfo cf fteel (thefe laft are of made up of four pieces Hiding upon each 
thero.) But common foldicrs wear an ample furcoat thick quitted with cotton, that defeends as fir as 
the knees. Thefe coats deaden the ttroke of a fabre, embarrafs the point of an arrow; and above all 
keep the body cool, by intercepting the intenfenefs of the rays of the fun, which then diverge, and ceafe 
to burn and to enilame. 
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with warmth : prat, what do you mean Mr. Mehta by Juch confels, and fo much care 
of me at this time ? You and I are new fete to pttc another : after having fa id 
fc touch vftth a deal of warmth, he rccolleaed himfelf, and added thefe two 
verfes- of the 'pcSt*,; 

IP 

* Stand forth now with whatever thou eanft mi$er of maulyncfs and courage 
“ B?ajidifh thy fab re, thy poniard, thy battle axe and thy lpear!” 

\ 

This aniwer overcame Mchta-djefvcnt’s relu&ancc. He bore in the world a great 
charafier for both valor and bodily ftrength ; and finding himfelf challenged, and-his 
charaQer at ftake, he was againft his own inclination, obliged to (land forth; 
but however, to bring matters upon a par, he quitted his horfe and fpcar, advanced 
on foot, and engaged. Mehdy-neflfar-Qiian on feeing him within reach, gave 
him a violerft ftroke on the neck, which was parryed only in part; and this 
was the time to finifli him with another ftroke; but his vigor was fupported by 
noae -of his people; dfe, it is indubitable that had Djefvcnt-nagur been (lain, 
the enemies would have been ftruck with terror, as they were already looking 
behind; nor had Mehdy*ne(Tar-Qhans people any thing more to do than to 
move to his affiftance: in which cafe there is no doubt but the enemy would 
have given way. But none moved : fo far were they from fuch an exertion, 
that whilft Mebdy-nefTar-Qban w as aflually engaged, he was obferved to look-back, 
and to fay futh a one, I did not txpeU that from thee . Whilft the two com- 
battants were advancing «gainft each other, (and this was clofc to a fpot called 
the Hadji’s corner), one Mir-Afhruff, an officer of note and a great friend of 
Mehta-djefvent’s, came out of a door clofe to Mehdy-nefiar-Qhan’s left, and he 
called out to that hero, advifing him to retire. 7" ne other having not only an- 
fwered in an angry tone and with foul language, but aifo forbidden his to coming 
near, if he valued his own life,- the man fhocked at the tone and expreffion, 
fell back a little; and taking a circuit, he cauie fuddcnly behind, and gave that 

hero 
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hero a back ftroke of his fabre upon both legs, which threw him on the ground; 
and then only that heroical man, whofe head deferved a Crown, then only was 
he finilhed by Mehta-djcfvent. On fight of this, Seradj-ed-dcSlah* who vjas p 
rank cmvard, turned briddle and fled full fpeed, taking to the ftreet thread td^ufta- 
pba-e 81 y-Qhan's lodgings; and his people at the lame time flickered themfclves, eveiy 
one into fome corner. At a little diftance behind Mchdy-neflar-Qhan, fell ; two 
or three perfons, much wounded with mufquet balls, amongft which was one 
Mirza Sanghy ; a defeendant of one of the faints revered by Seif-Qhdn; and he 
accompanied that brave m p into the regions of eternity, Mehta-djcfvent, al¬ 
though much wounded and with the blood ftreatning from his check and neek„ 
accompanied rather than pur hied Ser a dj- e d - do Slab to Muftepha-C 81 y-Qhan s lodg¬ 
ings, lxdng fearful of Aly-veHy-Qhan’s refentment; and this nobleman hearing 
of the Prince's coming, advanced oit foot out oi his gate, and received him with 
great refpeft, fparing nothing either in perlonal attendance or in any thing clfe, 
that might render his abode agreable : So that Mehta-Djefveiit having feen th 
Prince fafe, recommended him to the Qlian, and returned to his lodgings.. A 
to Nfebdy-neffar-Ohan’s body, now lying lifelefs, Djanki-Ram had the mealfticfs- 
to order that high born head of his to be fevered from the body, and the latter to be 
hung at the eaftern gate ; but on a reprefentation from fome officers of his own troops, 
be gave leave for its been taken down, and then purifyed* and inhumed 
with the accuftomed rites and deeer.ee. The valorous and unfortunate Seyd was 
buried in his glorious Father’s monument, which is in a corner of Lon-gola, where 
alfo they buried, but without the monument, the few men that had fallen by 

his fide. 


Verfc: « Such, is the entl of every thing in this world : fuch it is.” 

Mgy G04 Almighty’s for^enpfs sjeft upon him!. and may he have obtained a 
placeamongft %piojls and intrude ^neeftor's! Amen, Djanki r Ram, having 
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Teen Mehdy-ncffar-Qhan dead, and heard that Seradj-ed-d681ah was fafe, thought 
he had come in the world a fecond time; and like one that had recovered a 
new life, he wfent into the caftle, and there fat in all the pride of fuccefs and 

V* * 

felf-applatife. 
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Whim all this was happening at Azimabad, Aly-verdy-Qhan was arriving about 
Bar, aih the* while in the molt excruciating fears about what might have befallen 
the objeft of his love. He had made halte with all the impatience of an 
impaffiohate lover; and his heart fluttered, like moth at the near approach 
Of the flame emitted by that beautious face of his beloved one. Arrived at Bar, 
he learned what had happened; and now commencing to refpire with freedom, 
he font Scradj-cd-db81ah a meffage full of love 1 ahd tendernefs. This was car¬ 
ried by S6yd-affed-ol!ah-Qhan, a nobleman of confequence, who had accompanied 
the Viceroy in this voyage. The Qhan who was a mift of fetffe, executed his 
commiflton in a manner that foothed and gained Scradj-ed-di>8!ah's mind, hither¬ 
to much alienated from his uncle; and the young prince expreiTed a defire of 
feeing his venerable Anceftor: the intelligence overpowered the old man \ on 
hearing that his darling had fet out on his journey, he loft, his utual temper of 
mind, and betrayed all the levity of the moft youthful joy and the moft unruly 
exultation; and matters came fo far that this mountain of ferioufnefs and gravity 
‘became as Ugh? and as unfteady as a feather expofedto the wind: fo that he be¬ 
trayed fuch figns of reftlcnefs, as furprifed every one of thofe that knew him 
this long while. He was endlefsly fpeaking of his beloved; and where be Might be 
new; and Lew jar he might have advanced thit evening; and where he might be tb- 
morrow; nor was any thing elfe to be had from his mouth. But when he heafd 
that the'young man was arriving, his exultation over-leapt all bounds: unable 
to contain himl'clf any more, he ordered the wall of his tent-yard to be thrown 
down, that he might defery from a far the objcCt of his love; and as foon as 
he law bis paleky fet down, he proftrated himfcif on the ground, to' acknowledge 
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his arrival' as a fjpccial favour from the Almighty. Seradj-ed-d681ah having drawn 
near, alighud, and n?arching with a quick. pace*,,he haftened to throw himfelf at 
his grand father’s feet. The old man threw both his arms round his neck, and /draw-* 
ing him 10 hfs bofom, he kept him clofe to it fora length of tin: „ with all the 
emotions of the mod enthoufiaftic tendernefs; after which he proftrated himfelf 
again and returned a long thankfgivmg forTo fignai a benefit. A moment after 
he m. tie him mount with him, and proceeded to the city of Azimabad, where 
amongfl throngs of a multitude that loved his perfon, and were attached to his 
family, he alighted at one oj thofe buildings raifed by Seradj-ed-do81aWs father, 
on thefhoreof the Ganga, ami he fat onamefned there, giving audience to all comers* 
But as Seradj-ed d681ah continued in cenfeci againft Djanki-ram for what he called 
his boldneft, and for what the ^ther had been forced to by the duties of his (la** 
tion, Aly-vdrdy qhan himfelf took the part of an interceflbt, and fent him to the 
young prince, with injunctions to implore his forgivenefs. 1 he young prince out of 
regard to his grand-father’s mtcrceffion, received him with condefcendencc, and 
difmiffed him with honour. This reconcilation having pacified every one;, and 
there appearing no reafon in the world for tarrying in thofe parts; the Viceroy., 
whofe thoughts were-now engroffed. by, his anfcy, which he had-left* at Midnap 8 r, 
under generals which he did not trttft, refolved to return immediately; and he 
therefore fent fur Djanki-ram, gave him a drefs of confirmation, and taking Se^ 
radj-ed-do81ah with him, he fet out for Moorfhoodabad. But the ma& who had’ 
hitherto been a prey to all the agitations of a diftra&ed mind, was now feized by a 
hot fever, which in a few days role to an allarming heigth; nor was there in 
thofe parts any other phyfician of chara£ler,but DoQer Tadj-eddin who immediately 
received orders to accompany him; and he did not fpare his care and attendance* 

Aly- 


* Gravity before oneVfov?reign and lord would he deemed indecent in tie tartarian notions which the 
Mogols have imported into India ,* and to day no man can approach the TurkiCi Empercr, but widi a 

lilriflc pace, and alfo in booth fo as to appear bis JJdiir. 
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Aly-verdy*qh?m impatient to reach the end of bis journey, was battening; down the 
river by boat; but as none was fo well acquainted with his conftitution as the ho¬ 
nourable, the illuftrious and refpefteble Dcftor Hadi-qhan the Hafhemite, nevea 
to that feal and complement of DoSors, the refervoir of phyficial and' philoi'ophical 
learning, the Galen of his time, Doftor Oluvi-qhan ; he fent a truftyperfoti to rc- 
quefthis attendance; and that illuftrious Qhan having immediately fet out, over, 
took his noble patient at Radjemahl, where he fo feduoufly applied all the ftrength 
of his art to that important cure, that he prevented the fever from doing more 
mi (chief, and keept-it under controul: in fo much that the Viceroy arrived at his palace 
in the heigth of his diftemper. But ftich was his confidence in his phyftcian iladdy- 
aly-qhan, that he left entirely in his difpofal every thing that could pertain to the life 
of ftmples or compounds, refolved to do nothing without coniulting him: and it 
muft be acknowledged that this Plato of his time was endowed with a breath as heal¬ 
ing as that of the Mfcffiah*; And had not his equal.in the art of adminiftring remedies 
and reftoring health. In a little time the prince’s diftemper took to its decline, and 
he recovered a pace. After his recovery, that lover of learning and that re warder of 
merit honoured the illuftrious' Qhan with a Qhylaat of the firfl rank, a Serpich 
and a Djica of jewels ; an Elephant of furprifing bignefs, mounted with his 
Haodah ; and a lum of five thoufand rupees: from that period, he made it a point 
to rife and ftand-up on his coming to fee him; and not fatisfied with that mark of rtf* 
peft, he Qpnfercd upon him fcveral honorific diftinQions of the higheft kind ; and 
moreover ordered that he fhould ride in Paleky in any part of the palace, without 
alighting any where,but clofe to the rails of the ferrafle adjoining the hall of audience, 
a diftin&ion granted to none but to .his two lons-in-law, and to Seradj-cd- 
doSlah, hi.;- grand-fori; and thefe three princes alfo were ordered to ftand-up for 
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* The Mahometan* have fuch a high opinion of Jefu» Chrift, whom they believe to have preached no¬ 
thing clfe bui pure mufTulmanifm, that they fay that de?d corpfes that happened to be within reach of Ms 
breath* at once rofc into exigence and received life again* 
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him. Aly-verdy-Qban, on the day he was permitted to bathe *, ordered 
fums of money to be diftributed to Seyds and to neceffitous families of all forts ; 
and although the rains were not drawing to their end, and he had 
no apprehenfkm of any iiKTurlion or ravage from the Marhattas; ijeverthelefs; as 
his body continued for a long time in a Hate of great weaKhefs, he wrote tf 
Radja D818bratn, and to Mir-Djaafer-Qhar. to inform them that at the end 
of the rains, the vicarious {landards would not fail to take the road of Mid* 
napSr. »* 


Sayd-ahmed-Qban, the governor of P8raniah had received from the 
Viceroy an invitation to meet him on the road; and he had therefore come 
down as far asCarangda, where he had prepared a fet of magnificent tents, and a 
fumptuous entertainment for his noble vifitor; he a!fo fent me, the poor man, 
fpme coffes beyond Carangolah, to receive that prince on the fouthern fhore 
of the Ganga; but on hearing that be had excufed himfelf on account of his 
illnefs, and that he had continued his roote to Moorlhoodabad by the middle 
of the ftream, without touching at either fhore, he difpatchcd his own phyfician, 
Mir-mahmed-meflih, to attend hint; and himfelf followed iifftnediately; but at 
his arrival at Moorfhoodabad he found his talk changed into felicitations for the 
recovery of that precious health: he therefore kiffed his grand father’s feet, venerated 
his glorious face, and returned his acknowledgements to heavep for fo impor¬ 
tant a recovery. This unexpected vifit furnifhed Ncfiffa-begum, mother to the 
late Nawab Sei-cffraz-Qh.ari with, an opportunity of promoting a fcheme. which 
flie had much at heart. This princefs, who had been taken into hJevazifh-ahmcd- 
qhan's family, where he httd given her fuel' a full command over his whole houfe- 

hold. 


* It is incredible, but true that Phyf.c.jre- in India never fuflered their patients to fliift, and clean 
themfelves, but when they have totally overrode their difiemper: a practice that caoaot Jail todeftrov 
an infinity of people. 
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Sold, that his confort herfelf, although daughter to Aly-verdy-qhan, (it was hiehr-' 
En-Ncfla~begtrm, better known by the name of Gahaffity-bibi), payed her the 
utrooft deference; and both hufband and confort were vying with each other in 
foothing her gilef by every demonftation of refpeft and attention. Wcliffa-begUm 
had adopted as her fon, a boy born toSer-effraz-qhan the very day he was JFain at 
the battle, of Gheriah? his name was Aga-baba; and he had become the darling of 
her heart, and the confo!.ition of her old age. She intended to marry him to one of 
the daughters of Sayd-A hmed ahan, to whom (he fent a meffage by Bibi Cahafity her ¬ 
felf. The prince declined the match at firft; but overcom^ by the vivacity of her entrea¬ 
ties, and by thofe of her hufoand’s, he gave his confent. But as fuch a, match could 
not be celebrated properly on the part of Sayd-ahmed-qhan, without adembling his 
whole family, parentage and kindred, at the head of which was Aly-vcrdy-qhan him- 
felf; and decency required that the family, parentage and kindred of the*late Ser- 
efraz-qhan /hould not be forgotten; it became probable that all that multitude would . 
not chafe to repair to P8raniah; and of courfe it feemed expedient to celebrate the 
nuptials at Moorflioodabad, where Savd-ahme - qhan promifed to return for that ce- 

• * 'v;. 

renrony, as foon as he fhould have faniflied his preparatives at PSraniah, whither he 
was going for that purpofe. In a few days he fet out accordingly^, loaded with pre- 
fents and carcffe. from his father-in-law, with which he returned to his capital, where 
we lhall leave him at prelent to finifh his preparatives, as the conclulion of this 
affair lhall find its place in the fequej, and we muft now revert to the affairs of 
war. 


The troops left at Midr.ap8r under command of Radja D8I8b-ram and Mir- 
djaafer-qhan. were numerous and fufficient to fight the Marhattas, and to drive them 
not only from Bataffer, but from the whole 08refla: nevcrthelefs fuch was the (lender 
opinion entertained of the abilities of the one commander, and the doubts conceived 
gf the courage of the other; and fuch was the damp thrown upon the fpirits of the 
army by he very report of their invincible mailer's illnefs, that this fame army was- 
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now thought unequal to the talk; atidalthough circular letters had been fer\t every 
vhcre to announce his recovery, ftill they were thought both by friends and foes to 
be no better than fo many contrivances, and fo many ftrokes of policy to conqeat 
the real Hate of things. It was from fuel? a caufe that the troops could not be 
brought to face the enemy with their wonted alacrity; and the fame caufe haa. 
rendered bolder and adventurous an enemy, who aferibed this backwardnefs to fome 
other origin. Such a ftatc of things rendered Aly-verdy-qhan ftill more anxious to 
make his appearance in the field. Wcack therefore, as he was yet, and feeling ftill 
the remains of his illnefs, he put himfelf with the head of a numerous l? 0( ty an< * 
marched to MidnapSr : whilft Radja D 818 bram and Mir-djaafer-qhan advanced from 
that town to meet their lord in the plain of Baidvan, where they had the honor to 
kills bis feet. It was in the year 1164. And as the Marhattas on the ftrength of Aty-ver- 
dy-qhan’s illnefs, had advanced to Midnap8r, that Prince who always wifhed for an 
opportunity to engage them, marched up to them, and the two armies meeting, 
an engagement took place; when the enemies, according to their rooted cuftom, 
fled and left the Prince mailer of the field of hattle. The free-booters unable to 
{land the brunt of troops accuftomed to break their ranks, took fo flight} and 
taking a circuit, they retired into the hills and woody countries that ftretch afolig 
the well of Bengal. The Viceroy purfued ; but as foon as he had approached near 
enough to come to blows, they fled again, ftill purfued and ftill flying ; nor did the 
Bengal army afford them time to take breath, or to (land a while: at laft the 

Marhattas tired with fo obftinate a purfuit, faced about, and returned inter the 

/ 

08 reffa by the country behind the hills; whilft Aly-verdy-qhan, difappointed in his 
purfuit, but refolved to toot them out of the country, poftponed his expedition 
to the next year, and with his victorious troops took the road to Moorfhooda- 
bad, and encamped at Catwa. 


This retreat afforded Mir-habib and the Marhatta generals leifure to confult 
.together on the ftate of things; fo as to be weary of a warfare that had lafted 

already 
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already fo many y ears without producing for them any thing but continual toil and ' 
endlefs lofles: fC they obferved that it had ferved only to inure Aly-verdy-Qhan's 
* r troops to hardflsips and to vi&ory; and at laft they concluded that inftead fpen- 
€# ding their ftrehgtb in fueh fniitkrj rornpaigns, it was better' to come to fome 
flf terms with the enemy : and as on the otbfJC hand giving up totally their pre- 
** tenfions oa the 09reffa, and abftaining totally from their views upon Bengal, feem- 
€ * ed diflionpurable to Rbagodji-bhofelah’s dignity, it was thought proper to fubmit the 
matter to Aly-verdy-qhan himfelf, under certain conditions,*' In confcquence 
of this refaction Mir-habib fent fome trufty perfons with a meiTage to Mir-djaafer-* 
<qhan> who tranfmitted the fame to court in a proper ftyle and at a proper moment* 
The Viceroy, accuftomed to fuecefs and victory. thought it hard to admit fuch con-' 
ditions, but yet hefubrmtted to them on a variety of reafoits : <c the declenfion of his 
9t health, and the neceflity of confulting above all the eafe and tranquillity of his 
ft dominions, required fuch a facrifice at his hands : he conirdered that he was now 
H in the Feventy-fifth year of his age, broken with the fatigues of ten repeated 
n campaigns agalnfl the Ma'rhaaas, in which time he had alfo fought mighty battles 
a vitn'MuItepha qhan, with Shimfhir-qhan, and with fome other Afghan commanders* 
w whofe vanquished truops had only fcrved to encreafe the-number of his enemies: 

* that this latter by a warfare which confined in avoiding all decifive en- 
gagernents, ami in burning the villages, fpoiHng the harveft, and (laughtering the 

w huflband-men, had contrived a way of managing fo, as to render his very vi&ories 
** equal to f> many defeats: laftly, the inhabitant* of the fouth of the Ganga, 
a haufted with eternal ravage, and yearly migrations, panted after fame relcafe 
** from their toils, and wifhed to live henceforward in fafety, and in a freedom 
from endlefs apprehenfions in their homes/ Xo all thefo motives may 
be added that his own inclination was now for peace : he pronounced a fentence 
of the Coran relative to the fubje£l, arid wrote to Mir-djaafer-qnan, giving him leave 
•* to fend fonje trufty perfons to M if-habib's camp; and he agreed that fliould any 

* man of fehfc and charaSer come from that general with fach prooofals as 

would 
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“ would be found admitTible, they would be liftened to; or e!fe, the enviSy would 
“ have leave to return in all fofety." In confluence of this content, Mir- 
Djaafer-Qhan returned Mir-Habib’s envoys in company with two others of 
his own, namely Mir-Haffen-Aa!y and Mir-GIio8fs-A/j!y. Theft two gentlemen in¬ 
formed Mir-Habib that Aaly-verdy-Qoan confented to liften to an agreement; 
and that it was now his part to pitch upon a proper perfonage for treating properly 
of an affair of that moment. Mir-habib, who did not expe£l fo much condefcen- 
dence, no fooner heard of this intelligence, which he thought to be an unexpe&ed 
piece of good luck for him, than he acknowledged it to be now incumbent upon 
him to carry on his Ihoulders the trappings of obedience and fubmiilion to Aly- 
verdy-qhan, and ta approve himfelf fubrniffive to his commands. Pleafed with 
this overture, he appointed Mirza-Saleh, a gentleman of charafter, to accom¬ 
pany Mir-djaafer-Qhans two envoys ; and he gave him order to avail himfelf 
of that noblemans mediation, to gain accefs to the Viceroy’s prefence: the 
envoy had orders to profefs “ his matter's fubmifGon to his highnefs his com- 
“ mands, and his firm refolution henceforwards to be obedient to whatever 
“ he fhould be pleafed to preferibe.” The envoy having been introdc'^d by 
Mir-djaafer-Qhan," whilft the Viceroy was encamped at Catwa, had the honor 
to pay his refpefts, and to follow his ftirrup, that unerring guide to fucccfs and 
viQory; and it was in his retinue he arrived at Moorfhoodabad, 

Aly-verdy-Qhan being now arrived in bis capital, received a refpe&fy? letter 
from Mirza-faleh where it was fet forth that his matter was now all fubmiffion 

Trpftvofpface to his commands; having taken a fincere refolution to approve himfelf hence* 

•with the Mir- 

hacti-. forward his obedient fervant. Some time having been fpent in queftions and 

anfwers, in a few days the treaty of peace was concluded; and it was on the 
following terms: 

“ That Mir-habib, deemed henceforward to bw in the fervice of the Majettu- 

« ous 






] 



w ous il^ -battles, ffiould be inverted by him with the honorable office of de- 


“ puty to his highnefsin the Nizarr.et or imliiify government of the Province of 
“ Q8reffit: that as deputy-governor, he fhould receive orders to appropriate the re- 


" venues of that p?ovince $6 the payment of the arrears due to Rhago-dji-bhoflah's 
"• troops: >that over and above that aifr^tnenJt, the fum of twelve lacs of 
“ Rupees Ihould be payed to Rhago-dji's ageVMs yearly, under condition that 
" the Marhattas would never fet their foot again within the dominions of his 
“ highnefsLaftly, “That the Mootufuddies and the accomptant-office of 
“ Bengal, Would pay yearly the above fum 

“ That the river Sonamakia, which runs by Baliffer-bender, ffiould hencefor- 
" ward be reputed to be the wall and boundary betwixt the two dominions, 
«* and that the Marhatta armies would never offei to crofs it, or to put a foot 
“ in its waters.” 

Thefe conditions having been notifyed to Mir-Habib, were accepted by that 
Cencrai, who fent a paper under his hand and feal in the form of an obli¬ 
gation, to Aly-verdy-Qhan; and the negotiation being now concluded, the envoy 
Mirza-faleh was honored with the appellation of Mufaleh-eddin-mahmed-qhan *, 
decorated with many favors; and difmifled with the patent of the treaty, arid 
with an Elephant, a Qhylaat of inveftiture, and feveral other prefents for bis 
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This treaty of peace rertored tranquillity and fecurity to all the campaigns in 
Bengal; and as no apprehenfion remained of any invader, or of any com¬ 
motion 


* This erpr -flion may be rendered by the words eomfo/er of the trouble! of Religion, or by thole of the 


Lord-negotiator 'be Law, 







jmotton from abroad, Aly-very-Qh'n made a great redu&ioniii his army ; and then 

(- * • ,J 

turned his views entirely towards rebuilding villages, tilling abandoned Lnds, 
cheriihtng the hufband man, and recalling to their homes the inhabitants of an 
infinity of towns, plundered and ruined by the > Ma’-jattas; i e made the eafe 
of the people as well as of the nobility the foremoft care of his mind; and 
as henceforward the town and province of jMidnap8r were to belong to Bengal, 
be appointed to the Fojdary of ihe callle and province Radja-ram-ftng, who had 
been hitherto the commander of the body of (pies in his iervice: tin office ih 
which Ramding was fucceded by his brother Kamn-fing. 

It was about this time that Rabiah-Begum *, daughter to Hadji-abmed, and 
confort to Ata-oIlah-Qhan, made her appearance in Bengal : this Princefs on her 
hiifband’s being banifhed from Aly-verdy-Qhan’s dominions, had thought proper 
.to follow her lord's fortunes as far as Lucnow; but the latter having been (lain 
in a battle in which he fought for Nevol-ray againft Aoied-QIvan-ilangafh, the 
Princefs availed herfplf fo well of her being a niece to Aly-verdy-Qhan; and (he 
placed fo appoGcely feveral rich prefents, which flic diftributed to the granuevo 
Lucnow, and .to the Zemindars of thnfc parts; that fhe found mean’s to retreat 
from that dangerous country, and to repair to Azimabad with all her fortune., 
.riches, furniture, children, family and dependants, great and final!: from 
abad file went down to Moorfhoodabad, where Are took-up her abode under the 
fhade of Aly-verdy-Qhan, her glorious uncle’s prote&ion. It was about this time 

alfo 


* This Princefs was filler of Amnah begum, (mother to Seradj~ed-do 81 ah), and alfo of Gahafity- 
bibi, conibrt to nephew and fon : in*law to Aly-verdy-qban. Rabiah-begym 

was likewife mother to Banni-begurn* deceafed fome years ago : ab names celebrated in .ae amorous 
chronicle of Moorfhoodabad, for an infinity of curious adventures that need only a Ch ucer, or a la- 
fontaine, or a : Boeace. In genera: the three daughters of A!y~verdy- as well-as thKr female pofle- 

_rity, have been lewd to a proverb* 
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«Tfofbal BirS-dutt, fuperintcndarit of the fiqao/es of Bengal, coming to die of 
an hydropify, his deputy Q8mid-ray, without h ung appointed Divan himfelf, was 
ordered to attend to the duties of that high office, until Radja-Kyret-chund, 
for» to the Ray-Fyayan A ?lum-chund, who had been at the head of t'b e Qhaliffah- 
( office in ShudjahcQhan's government, IhouM himfelf arrive, and cake pofleffion of that 
charge: this Radja Kyret-chund,having fome kn- 'ledge pfg*ammer and-fynta*e, wrote 
the Perfian mare correctly and more elegantly than uuially falls to the lot of 
Gentoos; and he had for fome time been Divan or Prime Jvlinifter to Zin-eddin- 
ahmed-qhan, at Azimabad, as we have already mentioned in the foregoing pages. 
After his Maftef’s death, he attached himfelf to Ata-oUah-qhan, whom he ferved 
as his Divan, attd from whom he parted at Bannrels, where he remained: from 
thence he was invited over by feveral civil letters which Aly-verdy-ghan wrote him, as 
an acknowledgment for his having conveyed to him certain important information, 
relative to the finances. Being arrived, he was,received with diftinCUon, honoured 
with a rich Qhylaat in invetlitare of the Divanlhip of all Bengal, and at once put in 
pofleffion of ,that office, where he thought proper to continue Omid-ray, as his depu¬ 
ty. Kyret-clwind being fern to* tninifter who had long been at the head of all the 
accounts of Bengal, and was therefore furniflied with many important papers, Toon 
found means to prove undeniable balances agamft\feveral -Z-dgiiodars, and fome 
other perfons of high rank, but chiefly again# Djagat-feat and the Radja of Bardvan : 
tbefe were all confeffed; and the whole, amounting to oaeCbror and fome lacs, was 
pay‘cd into Aly verdy-qhan’s treafury ; tp the difeoverer’s great credit, and to his 
•*' raa ft cr ^ great fatisfaaiont who henceforward repo fed an unbounded confidence 
in him. *Fhe new minifter (hone in the full zenit df power and influence, for two full years, 
after which falling fick of an Hemorrhoidal diftemper, he quitted this liffi of flrife 
-and contention, antf departed to the other world. On his.deatb.bed he recom- 
mended Omid-ray for his fucceflbr; and as this man bore a ^ood character, and 
had alivady aftfd as deputy for a length of years, he was honoured with a Qhy- 
’ Aaat, decorated with the title of Ray-rayan, and appointed head of the Qhaliffa 
or acoesqpArp. Genera 1 s Office, 
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To thefe two deaths, we muft jolt 4 * that of Mir-habib's, who being now inverted 
with the fupreme command in OSrefcame to have it in his option whether he 
fhould difmifs or keep that multitude of Afghans which were iri the Marhatta 
fervice; for ftich cf the national troops as were left in ©firelfa,; were under the 
immediate command of an officer, related to Rhagodji, but who was* under Mfr- 
habib’s orders, and could do pothingwuhout dire&ions from him. That general, who 
had the whole management of the money arifing from the revenues of that pro¬ 
vince, and the difpofal of the twelve lacs received from Bengal, ufed to let apart 
fomc of thofe monies for difcharging the arrears due to his Afghans and tranf- 
mitted the other part to the treafury of Naigp8r; fo that for a year and feme 
months he palfcd Ins days agreeably at Catec. But at the end of that time, Djanodj, 
elder fon of Rnago-tlji -bo lab, having been fent to Catec, inverted with the office 
of deputy to his father, and of commander in chief of all the Marhatta forces kept 
on foot for the defence of the Province, fortune turned her back upon Mir-habib. 
As there were numbers of perfons jealous of his great power, and the MBtcfleddies or 
men of office, efpecially could not bear that general's ftri&nefs of command, and hi* 
imperioufnefs of temper, they incenfed the young Djanoji’s mind againft him. The 
young prince, who prefumed much upon his own opinions, and did not always 
pay an implicite obedience even to his father's commands, ordered Mir-habib to 
render his accounts: he fent for that general, made him over to the accomptant’s 
office; and that old foldier who had commanded during his whole life, was new 
obliged to pafs the whole day in hearing queftions and giving aniwers. Unfor¬ 
tunately for him, his troops were at fome dirtance from the Marhatta camp, where 
he aftually was; and, what proved ftill more unlucky, mod of the people that 
had come in his retinue, being tired with the length of the fitting, had gone 
about their private bufinefs: fo that in the evening there remained but few of 
his people to attend bis perfon. Djanodji feeing this, retired under pretence of 


performing his devotions, and left the Bangin' * empty, where the Marhatta 
foldiers and. officers immediately crowded, and (ent the general word, that unlefs 
he gsv,o an account °f the monies which he had received, and unlefs he left a 
bond under his bt&d for the balances which he had appropriated to himfelf, he 
would not have leave to depart. The geLC'al who trufted to his long and meri¬ 
torious fervices, and to his high influence with Rhago-dji, made cheap of Djanodji s 
'’icier; and he .wanted to get away with the few people about him, fcnflble that as foon 
as he Ihould have efcaped to his own camp, no one would think of getting him from 
thence: but ajthough he brought a variety of excufes, he could not extricate himfelf 
out of the claws of his deftiny. It was now midnight; and the general convinced that 
words and rcafons would be of no avail, put on his cloths; and with' his iabre in his hand 
(this being now the only weapon left in his power), he exhorted the forty or fifty men 
that were with him, to fight manfully, and to cut their way through the enemy: for 
he had concluded that without an exprefs order from the young prince’s father, matters 
would have not been carried fo far with him. The Marhatta troopers, encamped 
round his Banglaw, formed an oppofition to his retreat: a difpute enfued; and 
both parties proceeding to blows, Mir-Habib, who was on foot and unarmed, and 
had but a handful of men, was (lain as he was pufhing forward with ardor; and 
every one of his followers was either killed or difabled. A few that remained alive, 
although grievoufly wounded, were made prifoners. Such a fatal event having 
looTi cb'me tn Rhago-dji’s knowledge, could not fail highly to incenfe that Prince 
’a°"unft his fon, but it was too late? and the unfortunate Mir-habib, after fo many 
ylars of toil and eXpeSatio^was fnatched from the world, at the very time 
he was preparing to eat feme of the fruits of that tree which he had planted 
with fo many pains and dangers. Doubdefs fo untimely a fate had been ordered 
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* A Ba«) v is a building dccafionally run-tip with bamboos, t -ts. and thatch ; and this in a country 
bluffed every w ere with that mc.t ufeful of all reeds; the bamboo, or as the natives call it Baba*,, is eaftiy 
done in few t%-$. I t there are Banglaws worth ten thoufond rupees. 





by providence in compenfation fob the many families be had ruined in bis wars*, 
and the many hbufes he bad d utroyed in Mr incurlions: in one word for the 
many violences he bad been exercing all over Bengal hj ^inftfelf or by o.hers 
thefe ten years paft: he fell, without ha-'. 'iSSa--of- the fruit of enjdymetf; 
and irrevocably loft in an inftant ‘he hopes of a whole life or toil and fatigue. 
After his dcaih> Mirza-faleh, the late negotiator of the peace, received the in- 
veftiture of the government of OSrafla both from Aly.verdy-Qh m and from Rhago- 
dji: he received a double Qhylaat,.and paffecl his time quictiy enough ; but far how¬ 
ever from fhewing that firmnefs of command, and that authority of perfon, fo 
confpicuous in Mir-hadibi Neverthelefs he made a Ihift to go o* with a difficult 
adminiftration, where he was obliged alternately to employ threats and difli nulation 
and forbearance; but in either cafe however he reckoned hinvtelf totally de¬ 
pendent of the government of Naigp8r» without the leaft deference to that of; 
Bengal. 

This year like wife,., and it was at the end of 1 1 65, or at’ the beginning of the next, 
Radja Djankiram, tha deputy-governor of Azimabad, departed this life, and w.; 
fuccecded by another Gentoo, Radja Ram-nararr, fon to Rerig-laal. i'his latter 
gentleman had been from his very youth bred imAly.verdy-qhan's family, where 
he had been firft fecrefcary to Zm-ed-din-ahrncd-qharr at the very h'eg'n»r.W? \n 
bis adminiftration: from thence he was appointed Pifn-car or precurfor or deputy 
to the Divan of primp minifter of Bahar ; and in Djankiram’s time he role to high, 
as to be promoted himfelf to that higli office, in which he exhibited lb,many abilities 
in clearing up tire accounts of finances, and fb much fidelity in managing its receipts 
and expenditures, that he came to be worthy of no lefs a ftation than that of deputy- 
governor of the Province of Azimabad. He received the invefti'.ure of it in a rich 
Qhylaat, to which was added a ferpich, a fabre, and an Elephant. This promo¬ 
tion of a Genioo was followed by another: It was that of Radj. DSISbram, 

who 
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who in Djinkiram, his father’s time, had V £n deputy-divan of the mufters at 
Moorfliaodfififttd, and was reputed one of the\ruftieft men in Alv-vcrdy-qhan's 
fdrlite. On his s death, he received with each of his three brothers a 

.f)hylaat of v;; auc in ^ days more he received another that ap¬ 


pointed h vi Div,::» of the muliers in his o tn foie name; and as he had given 
the world a great opinion of his abilities and integrity, he was defired by Radja 
Ram-naraih th a el as his agent-general at the Court of Moorfhoodabad, and to 
tranfafV the/e for him every bufinefs that might require a queftion or an anfsver, 
or any mhjtr difeuilian about whatever concerned the adminiftrafion of Azima- 
bad. 'f • •' 

Aly:verdy-Qhan, now fully employed in pacific occupations that tended to 
promote the welfare of his people, palled his days pleafently but regularly. 
Every day of the week was appointed for fame particular bufinefs, or fome par¬ 
ticular object, never io be* interfered by any other : a diftribution of time which 
he had always aBe&Gdj : £iid which greatly contributed to Jifpatch and regularity. 
In *he winter fealbrv he ufed to repair toRadj : mahI, .where he enjoyed the plea- 
fures of hunting the flag and the tyger : (a diverfion of which he was particu¬ 
larly fond) and after having fpent his mornings ih it, he amufed hhnfelf with animals 
fighting together, fuch as cocks of Decan, and of Elephants. At thefe hunting parties 
L? Tcis ,;;)^\ys 4 accompanied by his fecond nephew and fon-in-law, Sayd-mahmed 
qhan, who neve? v failed at fuch times to come down from PBraniali, and* fome 
times dutifully accompanied his uncle as far as Moorfhoodabad, where he took 
that opportunity to make a vi fit to his elder brother, Nevazifh-mahmcd qhan, as 
well as to the confort and three Ions of his younger brother, the unfortunate 
Zm-eddin-abrned-qhan. This year in particular he had a further motive to re¬ 
pair to the capital, where his elder brother and his confort Biby Gahaffity were 
intreatiihim to liflen to the wi fixes of Nefifla-Begum, who wanted to marry Aga- 

>Baba, her Moptive fon, to one of Sayd-ahmed-qhan s daughters; and exerted every 
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nerve to accomplifh that end. Th5/Prince had now brought the intended bride* 
with all his friends, relations and idhfincn, and every preparative relative -to the 
wedding; when lo ! the cere money was at once fufpended by the premature !”ath 
of Ecram-ed-d68Iah, younger brother to Seradj-ed-d 681 ^ 1 j; a you h. who had be?/y 
adopted in his very craddle by his uncle Neyazilh-mabmfd-qha>q* vrh o "ever had 
any child of his own. The infaiji was bred with the tendered care under the eyes 
of bis adoptive father, who doated fo much upon him, that a Granger would have 
taken him for the roeft. impailjonate lover. He died of the fntall pox, which proved Jo 
virulent, as to amaze all the beholders. The moment he ccafed to be, a general 
fcreain and howling, not unlike that which lhall rife pit the lull judgment,,broke forth 
from every part of the palace, and it was echoed by thofe that rofe in Aly-verdy- 
qhan's palace, and in thofe of all his relations, all of which became inconfel Me. 
This mournful accident having fufpended the match, the father with the bride 
returned to P8raniah. This Sofs made a deep impreflion on the adoptive father’s heart: 
he henceforward loft all rclifti for the world: became reftlefs and often giddy; four in his 
temper, negligent in his drefs and perfon; and totally alienated from every, thing, but 
the tender objeH of his farrow. In vain did bis confort, in vain did his venerable node 
try every method to reconcile him to life and enjoyment: numbcrlefs paifettmes and 
amufements were daily offered to his fight: all jrt vain : the inconfolable lord feemed 
infenfible to any other feeling but that of his lofs. Some months after, and it was 
on the day of the facrifice, that day of rejoicing and freftt clothes,fa* oifvu nkmd, 
he was vifited by Aly-vcrdy-Qfcan, who requefted, but in vain, fame change of appa- 
rell on fo great a folemnity: The afllifled man proved deaf; and the Viceroy feing 
in what condition he was, ordered him to be fhifted in his very prefence; he alfo di¬ 
rected his confort and all the ladies of bis fanctuary to appear in his prefence with 
clothes fuitable to fo great a day, fo as to attraft fame attention from him by fuch 
a fpe&acle. The man fubmitted to every thing; butasfoon as he was left to Kmfelf, 
he threw away his turbant, dropped his new clothes, and fat difeonfojafe in his 
late fqualide appareli, the very pi&ure of defolation and dcfpair. He would flrike - 
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his Tizihh on Tiis head and face, weSp bitterly, and vent his grief in "the moft 
piercing ianricntations, interrupted now and then by deep fobs. I have been difloy- 
d r to my lcve> Mtt'T&t fay, wringing his hands together, I have parted with him: 
have been a ftitMfs lover : an ungrateful friend, but fay: will repair my negleH —- 

It was in this manner he went on confirm in 3 his days, a prey to grief and un- 

» 

utterablc’-wae. At laftit pleafed the Almighty comforter of the affii&ed to pro¬ 
vide foifie relief for his mind : a lady that had been attached to the deeeafed 
young prince, and had been left pregnant by him, was in a few months brought 
to bed of-a fon; and this lucky event was feized on by Aly-verdy-qhan to alle¬ 
viate his nephew^ furrow. In compliment to his grieC Jthc infant was in his very 
cradtite decorated with the rank of fix thoufand horfe, and the title of M8rad ed- 
V *iah *, or the wifhed for of the Empire. No infignia, no mark of elevation 
and eminence were fpared for him: he had his fringed Palki, his Nagara, (or 
ketde drum) his infignia of the fifii, his ftandards, and even his Nalcki and Taht - 
ttevan % or moving throne. The patents of all thefe diitin£lions having been 
fupplicated long ago from the imperial court, were now carried by the Viceroy 
nimielf to his inconfolable nephew, who ftruck with the newnefs of the fight, 
turned his eyes upon the child, arnufed himfelf with it* finiles, and by degrees 
conceived a fondnefs for him : and no lefs than fuch a confolation was requifite 
to him go on with his own exiftence* And now to dignities and founding 

tides were auu.d employments: the fu-periritendency of die buildings (which is 
an office of importance) was confercd on the child; and a retinue of mace- 
bearers, menial fervants, gentlemen-ufiiers, fecretaries,, equeries, horfes, and camels 
and elephants, as well as a fcragiip, having been provided for him, all propor¬ 
tioned 
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* This iriiice, who is * handfomc man, with all that beauty of features heriditary in that family, lives 
iow at Ni orftiiiodabad, where he enjoys a penfion of five hundred rupees a month from the Englifh, of 
whom fo im,"h ill is laid, fo much more is fufpe&ed, and who yet have fupported and relieved every pet- 
^remaining ot Jatiaimkad fvuni/. 
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tioncd to their lord's fizc* ; the cl/’d aid its d*n inativc hcufholtl being fotaa* 

■ > ; y " .'■' , I £'v,N---. 

times carried along the firms, a{Iwdtd a diverting i] <&%zk to tj^-vdr^ city. 

Some perform of character and diftinfliun having been ibjjj^ht^jf for fUj^in- 

• , * 1 j *'J\ ,(?'U 

tending his education, and Torre others hr watching over ts| amufements, cp. 
partaking of its pleafurcs, ti.ofc officer came to be fought fojfv^wlth "Nj deal of 
emulation, as being deemed a fare road to preferement. It was i i this manner 

i 

the difponfolate nun was beguiling his forrow and grief; but yet, fince^he accident 

• * y 

that had deprived him of his darling, he Teemed to be dead to the world: no 

li r e feemed to remain in him ; and not only his own peifon was Y c fg n g to a 

fenfible decay, but his very family, and indeed the whole of Aly-verdy-qhan's 
family, wa$ withering vilibly from that very time. Doubtlefs the recording hand 
of an attentive providence had entered in its regiflers the behaviour of 
ahmed to Ser-efraz-qlun's family, after that princes's death :* behaviour overlooked 
by Ali-verdy-qhan his brother. Iladji-ahmed had rent the veil, the facred veil, 
that hung over the deceafed's inner mofl houlliold: he had caft a prying eye 

throughout his fanftuary : had given way to a prophane longing for fome ladies 

of his bed; thrown a criminal hand upon fome of them; and carried others 
away by main force. Nor were all thofe enormities taken notice of by the 
Viceroy, his brother, who unaware, or more probably unmindful, of his having 
become by his viflory the fupreme magiftrate of the country, had the mean- 
nefs to wink at fuch atrocities ; and as other cxceffes and otfe; e.ur* 
been exercifed al'fo over the dcceafed’s children, ladies, farniM* dependants and 
private eftate; fo, a like treatment had been invifibly fet a part for the perpetra¬ 
tors; and an avenging providence, that had minutely recorded every one of thofe 
Cxceffes, now came upon the victorious family for a full retribution, and a 
chaftifement in kind. In the zenit of the conqueror’s power, fuch ujfamies and 
lewdnefTes came'to be practifed by fome females and other perfons of his f -nily, 
as cannot be mentioned with decency, but effectually difhonoured his family for 
ever. All his daughters, as well as bis beloved Scradj-ed-ddSlah, lapfpd into fuch- 




/ 
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>.a na5^tQUiS conduft, and they were guilty fuch a variety of fhamcPil c::c\*Tcs, 
as yojilJ 4i.ayc di(graced t tally any perfbii whatever, Rill i.no:e perfotis of i Uwix 
9;. vUted. rank')and f.thliin 2 Ration. It was this darling of his, this bokned Se- 
rad’ -cd-JoSlub,.w’u) by runnkig up and down the llreets, accudomed himiwd to 
* hold fturfi vile dWcourfes, and to commit fuch unaccountable actions, as amazed 
every one. Patrolling every fired and every, lane with a cohort coropofcd of 
Aly-verdy■•qhan’s children and grand-cluldren, he fell into an abomina,>:e way of 
life, that refpeQed neither rank, nor age, nor fex, but was calculated to prepare 
from a far the ruin.and d? filiation of that fublime building of fortune and fovereigruy J u6t of tV 
which it’s founder had been reari g with fp much toil and danger. No notice c^urwr’sr.- 
waji-taken of fo flagitious a condutf; and it was on fuch repeated connivances 
Ihit the young man commenced a courfe of enormities that afforded materials 
and adminiflrcd fuel, to the overtaking vengeance of an unerring obferver. lhis 
cbnduQ, which Aly-verdy-qhan overlooked in that infatuated young man, turned 
out to be fo natural in him, that at I aft he became fearlefs, and was committing 
daily exceffes and violences of all kinds, not only without the lead remorfe, but 
-m without the lead reprimand. He made a fport Of facrincingto his lull almoft 
every perfon of either fex, to which he took a fancy; or elfe, he converted them 
without fcruples into fo many objeft? of the malignity of his temper, or the frolicks 
of his inconfiderate youth. And having by this time provided himfelf with a number 
«r.^vfSW.confonant to his mind, he commenced a courfe of infolencies, •in¬ 
famies' and profligacies; and either out of that ignorance, incident to that age, or 
becaufe of an Idor natural to his confutation, (although really it was becaufcof 
his perfea reliance on his uncle’s forbearance), fuch a courfe of life became in 
him his real charafter. This is fo far true, that he was obferved to be low 
fpirited and melancholy, whenever he fell fhort of opportunities to commit his 
uiUl exceffes and enormities; and they became fo cuftomary to him, that he 
aQ ed all along without a grain of remorfe, ora fpark of recolleftion. Making 

no diftiriUron betwixt vice and virtue, and paying no tegard 10 tn- neared 

lations. 
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Nations, he carried defilement wherever he went; and like a man alienated m 
his mind, he made the houfes of men and women of diflinElion the fceo-es oF 
his profligacy, without minding cither rank or Ration. In a little time he became 
as detefted as Pharao: people on meeting him by chance ufed .o fa y God J'avt 
m from him ! and his infolence and pride growing to a height by impunity, he fat 
at nought the important fervices rendered to his uncle and family by both Hoflein- 
c 81 y-qhan, and his brother Haider-aly-qhan, and he undertook to put them both 
to death: this was his coup-deffay; and to infure fuccefs to his defign, he made 
ufe of fome art to gain the heart of a young man, who having had mighty 
difputes with .the officers employed by Hoffein-c 81 y-qhan, deputy-governor of the 
province of Dacca, had come over to Moorflioodabad to complain of them*' and 
had foufid means to lay his cafe before Nevazifh-mahmed-qhan, who concerned 
himfelf in his behalf: his name was, Aga.Sadyc, and his title, SadacaMnahmed- 
qhan, fon to Aga-bakyr, a confiderable Zemindar of thofe parts. Seradj cd-d'sSlah 
engaged him to return to Dacca in order to kill Huflen-eddin-qhan, nephew to 
HuITein-c8Iy-qhart, and the latter’s deputy of Dacca r a young man who for fome 
reafons had fallen into a melancholy, that had difordered his fenfes. The mart 
did exaftly as he was bid. Such a murder committed fo bluntly, flruck a terror 
and conflernation in the mind of all the inhabitants of that, great city, who 
concluded that an aflion of that high nature would have never been perpetrated, 
had not fome perfon of the firft rank a Horded it countenance: fo Vu. every 


one remained fileftt and thoughtful, until it became known '-hat the perpe¬ 


trator had no order, and no voucher in his hand; he was therefore fet tfjaon by 
the inhabitants and by the friends of Huffein-cfily-qhan, who miffed the murderer, 
but by mifiake killed his father Aga-bakyr. The fon having efcaped fo great a 
danger, fled to Moorfhoodahad; and by fuch a flep threw away both his peace 
of mind, and the fafety of his perfon. This affair was put up with by Se:'adj- 
cu-d 681 uh for the preferit; but It was only for the prefen;; 1 for he (d-n found 
means to concern all the rrafctfcbers of his family- la bis refemmeflt; aml'his grand. 


mother. 
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swifter, pop fort to Aty-vr.rdy-qhap, went Co fa, ^ to afk leave to pi*c to cfeatfy 
the two obnoxious brothers, meaning HufTein-cBIy-qnari, and Hiider-aly-qharu 
The old Viceroy, by one of thofe negle£ls that cannot be aferibed to any thing* 
v it an unavoidable fate, contented himfelf with a-nfWermg that fuck an affair 
could not It done wilhitf NeuazlffrAakmtdffaiis mfent. 

\ ^ * 

■This, the G.r^nd-mother undertook to procure; and after having extorted her huf- 

band’s tacjte con lent, (he applied to her fon-in-law, by his confort, who was her 
daughter. This Princefs, although fo nearly related to Scradj-ed-d 681 ah, bore him an 
ivincible hatred: but at that time there had happened a little mifundenlanding 
between her and Hoflifc;n-c8iy qhan for an inconfiderable fubjeft, which it would 
be improper to mention * ; and fhc was fo diffadsfied with him, that (he joined 
her mother in perfuading Navaziib-mahmedqhan. The latter, who had been at 
all times a weack man, and now was difeontended with both earth and heaven, 
gaveTiis confent to an infamous aCtion which contained in itfelf his condemna- 
don in this world and in the other; the more fo, as he was an intimate friend of 
Ilofleip-cSly• qhan’s and oaths and promifes upon the glorious Coran had inter¬ 
vened between them, that he would at all times take as much care of the life 
and honor of his friend, as he might of his own. All thefe preparations being 

, over. 


* mat the author calls an Inconfiderable fubjefl. is by no meins an inconfiderable one for ladies : 
HolTein-cbiy-O^n, who' was, what they call in Knglift, a handfome flout black man, had quitted this 
T>rincefs, for her younger lifter, Amna-Begum, of amorous memory, mother to Seraj-ed-d6Skh. But there 
another fubjeS of difeontent between her and the handfnme ftout man. although it looks fome what 
ludicrous: the ftout mm had the talent of fencing with either band; and whilft aA.ajly in intrigue with 
Gahaffity-Biby, the wife, he had a great deal of bufmefs to ua.nU\ with the huftand, who was an im¬ 
potent man, addiaed tc feminine, joys. This hulband was Nevaaifn-mahmed-qhan, cldcft nephew as_ well as 
fon-in-1. w, to Aly vetdy-Qhan ; and he had more than once ferious quarrells with h,» confort about the 
mbitoter nobleman. Ttere are at Moorlhoodabad to this day fcveral perfons who remember of 
(ban, Dialogues that happened on that very Itrange fubjeft between the hulband and the wtfc; but al. 
though they are exceedingly curious, and not quite uncommon » to country, they prove however to 
be of fuch a nature as Engliih paper would r.ot admit. 
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over, Aly-verdy-qhan, to fave appearat/ces, as he fancied, and to conceal his 
fhare in the perpetration of the crime, went to Radj-mahl, on pretence of a hunting 
party. This hunting coming to the ears of Sayd-ahmed*qhan his fon-in-law, he rc- 
paired thither from PSraniah, to pay him his refpeQs; and it is that nobleman th L*' 
did me the honor to prefent me to Aly-verdy-Qhan : this prince was "pieafed to 
make much of me; and he feeuned defirous to attach me to his perfo«&; but fate 
did not allow him time ; and as I was already provided for* his defire *did not take 
place; but it is very probable, that had I repaired to his capital immediately after 
Sayd-ahmed-Ohan's demife, Jie would have amply provided for me to the utnudb 
of my wifhes, and in a manner fuitable to my rank in life. But Aly-verdy-Qhan 
died foon after; and it became too late to avail myfelf of his good will. And 
thanks be to God* that" I was not reduced to the neceffity of appearing at a new 
door. After fuch a digreffion, which the reader will pardon, we (hall return £> 
the thread of our hiftory* i 

Seradj-ed-do81ah then on his grand-father’s departure, made a vifit to his unde 
Nevazilh-mahmed-Qhan, and having received his confent, he was returning home 
in the evening; and this was in the beginning of year i 16 S. But as Hotflein* 
c 8 Iy-Ohan’s houfe lay full in his way, and that poor wretch, who expefted his 
death thefe many days, had conftantly kept himfelf at home, lie flopped at the 
gate, and ordered that bath brothers fhouid be brought forth dire&ly. H< ^r-cSJy- 
Qhan, warned by the throng at his gate, fled, and took Iheltep in Had):! ^Hdy’s 
houfe, which was clofe to his own; and he defired him to goprtnnfidiatehv^d to 
give notice to Navazifh-tnahmed-Qhan ,(whofe gentleman ufher, Hadji-mehdy was) 
of his friend Hoff6in;c8!y-Qban’s danger. Thither Hadji-rnehdy went immediately ; 
but receiving no favorable anfwcr, he was returning home in a dejeded ftate. of 
mind. Mean while the fatellites having broke into the man's houfe, and into 
the adjoining ones, foon found Hofiein-cSly-Ohari, whom they brought io their 
mailer. That cruel, relentlefs, remorfelefs moflfter* np. fooner call his eyes upon 

him, 
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Km, that he ordered his being Staged to pieces; and he was hacked to pieces 
accordingly; it was in this manner that unfortunate man drank up his cup of 
m'.rtyrdom. His brother, .Haider-aly-Quan. who was Wind, being brought in the 
A, ne manner, wai uade a partaker of his brother’s fate. But as be was an 
antient warrior and a valorous roan, inftead of ^defeending to fupplieations and 
tears, as hau done his brother, he gave his murderer foullangiiagc, and loaded him 
with taunting reproaches, ,in which he feverely reflected on his perfon, his mother, 
a-'d his. family i thm mrthlejs fellow /laid. he, it is thus that Hum murJercJi brave mm / 
lie was not fuffered to fay more, but was inftamly cut down. 

i: " r i ' i ‘■*. 

. The innocent Mood fpilt in that oceaflon, proved as fertile in troubles, as that 
of Siavufh of old: it produced a leries of events that proved fa tal to that power and 
dominion, which Aly-verey-Qhan had been rearing with io much bodily labour,, 
and fo much toil: it lighted up a blind fire which Toon after thefe two murders, 
commenced emitting finoke; and which breaking cut in flames at lad, deftroyed 
in its p mg re fiefs all that numerous, family; and extending its ravages far and near, 
ftMifiitned every thing in thofe once happy, regions of Bengal, proftrating and over 
* whelming totally thofe rich provinces which it has reduced to a heap of afbes, and 
yet fmoaking coals: it verified Ih&fc tremendous, fentenee once revealed to the- 

Pna®* of.'jmpffengijrs* JoJh&lt thou have done, fo /hart thru rtceivt. ■ 

»> 

* • ’ X> v > , 

After^at ushapjV tranfaaion, Aly verily- Qiian returned to bis capital; and his 
fbn-in-lavv, Sayd'-ahmed-Qhan, took the road of PSraniah; but the latter was uneafy 
in his mind, and thoughtful at what he had feen, and heard lately; and as this had 
put aiv end to all the confidence which he had hitherto repofed in both the uncle 
and th\nepheu, he refolved henceforward to fpare nothing that might fecure him* 
felf in his poll; and it is from that moment that an avenging providence commenced 
providing materials for its future exertions. But as it is the faithful hiftorian’s 
duty to aflembi e &»ch cvenfs as are come to his knowledge, a&o to fpcak -or Ahe.tt 
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precifely as they {hall have happened, withrjt being byafled By either envy dr 
love, and without flattering either fide or party ; To I repofe fo much confidence - 
in the candor and equity of my generous readers, as to flatter ihyfelf; that •- : 
out fuffering their minds to be darkened - by the dtift of difeontent, they (hu. 
abate in behalf of the poor map (me) fomething of the punctilious delicacy of 
their tafte; and that they fhall over look all the biemiflies of this hif;ory in favor 
of its fincerity and cxaQitude : I flatter ittyfdF, I lay, that they fliali cover the 
writer with the cloak of forbearance, fhould they judge the writing itfelf unwo,~ 
thy of their praife. . 

Nevazifli-nrahmed-qhan ever fince Ecram-ed-dolaHV dernife, had fallen into a’ 
eourfe of defporidence and forrow, that inceflartfiy prayed upon his fpirits; S> - 
that He was feldom Himfelf, and feldom eafy or in full health- After a- 
length of time fymptoms of an hydropfy were iTifcovered upon him- A little be¬ 
fore that dlftemper had declared itfelf, the phyfician: Aiy-naky-qhan the Isfaha- 
man; ufed to fay that the diftemper was preparing to make itv appearance, and 
that now was the* * time to provide againft it-by tqking more care of his perfon< 
or - never; but the difconfolate lord - continued as infenfible as ufu&li After the 
diftemper had declared itfelf, his confort. and fnends intreated him, but to in 
purpofe, to allow himfelf to be taken care of- Matters growing worfe, Alv-verdy- 
qhan ordered him to be brought to his palace, together with his corn..*, and 
his whole family and dependants, without excepting the wo'nen that wer„ con- 
neaedwith his nepheu, and in particular. Bhag-bhai, a favorite aSri fife * and fame 

others. 
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* woman who had contra&ed in the (eraglio an intimacy with a young eunuch, came out 
with him on ner lord a and lived with him-full thirty yean, upon what jewels fhe hail 

received in prefent in her days of profperity. She died, as die all women, that attach themfelyes to 
a much younger tmn than tkcmfclves: ihe ended by being often beaten r and died df.iu* ufage as 
as of a broken hearts 






.'hers. As loan as he .arrived, he was made over to ' the phyficians: but as ft.fi 
in vain for a-tpan to arm himfelf with ^bueter the fhafts of deftiny, the Tick, 

lord’s condition became worfe and worfe; and figns of an approaching diflolution 

• * ""'v • * 

made their appearance. His confovt, ■ who although actually in her fathers houfe, 
trembled left Seradpeft-ddfilah (houid confine her in that very palace, now refolvcd 
to provide ifor her fafety ; and putting herfelf in a covered chair together with her 
dying hufljalid, flic carried him to her own lodgings, where the lick man payed no at¬ 
tention to that change. But on the evening of the day in which he was to 
depart this life, he a (Rod what day of the week would be to-morrow, and being 
aiiffvered, it would be Monday, he exprelfed his joy and faid: a f leafing day! I 
■will be joined to my Me A And whether he gave direaions accordingly, or that 
his people payed a regard to his attachment to the young prince, it is certain 
t jU he was entombed clofe to him. He died the thirteenth of the fecond Reby, 
in the year 1169 of the Hcdjra; and his fecretary has enctofed this date in a 
chronogram in verfes which he competed on the occafmn. As foon as it was 
dav 'light, his body was attended by the prince of the learned, Mir-mahmed-aly- 

fazyl (whofe learning may God prefervel) by Aly-verdy-qhan himfelf, and by all' the 

relations and kinfmen of that family, as well as by the principal perlons of the 
city, joined to an infinity df perlons of all fexes and ranks. After purifying the 
body according to law, and pronouncing over it the cuftomary prayers, they 
took u > v , and carried it alternately upon their {houlders, to Moty-djil, a country 
fea. which he .haAbuilt himfelf and much embelliihed : there they depofed it for a 
while "in the mofque which he had raffed in that palace’s garden; and then they com- 
miued it to the ground .clofe to •Ecram-ed-d68]ah, -in the very -yard of that mofque. 
The moment they firft raifed his body from the ground, fuch a ery and fuch a fcrcam 
•broke out at once from an infinity of-men and women, as -Teemed to rend the air; it 
was tech as had never beenfeen oMd on the like occafion at any time before. But 
there is no wonder if he was To teueh regretted: f^ufed to Ipend thirty-feven thou¬ 
sand rupees per month in charities to .old impotent perforis, whether diftant rela- 
-h ' dona 
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ticmr or not, whether acquaintances or ftrange-, and this was over and obove die 
ftated penfionsthat were borne in his book*. Thefe fccret charities Were every firO day 
of the month put in final! cloth bags of feveral bigneffes, and fealed in bis prefenc- 
after which they were ranged in feveral claffes upon large trays or covered tables, a., 
entrufted to eunuchs ami trufty old women of his feraglio, v:ho carried them round 
from houfe to houfe to each refpcQive owner. May God’s mercy reft upon him 
forever! His compaffion to the diftreffed, the impotent, the orphan, and the friend- 
1 eft, was fo extenlive, that he furpafled in beneficence every member of a family 
where that quality feemed to be of natural growth. He was fond of living well, 
and of amufements and plcafures: could not bear to be Upon bad terms with any 
one; and was notpieafed when a dnTervice was rendered to another. Every dif- 
treffed widow and orphan of the city of Moorlhoodabad, feemed to him to be of his 
family: if any one of them had no certain livelyhood, or if having any, it proved 
infufficient; or if fufficient, it was liable to fomc impediment;. any perfop of 
fuch a defeription was fare of finding a patron in him. All fuch perfons were 
fure to be relieved, and relieved with an exaftitude, and a modefty that feemed 
llriving to oblige handfomely. He was averfe to flattery, and difindined from thofe 
rutes of Hate, and thofe airs of refervednefs impofed on perfons of his high rank. 
He loved to live with his fervants, as their friend and companion, and with his 
acquaintances, as their brother and equal. All his friends and acquaintances were 
adu ted to the liberty of fmcakang their Hoccas or Pipes in his prcf-pce, and 
to drink coffee, wliilfb he was converfing familiarly with then; and fie ^ ue 
it a point to oblige them, without making a parade of it;, and alio to g.—.iic a favor 
in .fecret, for which he had excufed him ft if in public, and had afked their 
pardon. One day. Naky-£8ly-qha», fon to Hadji-abdoi: the hiftorian, a man 
of letters who had been Divan of Burhauppor in Aprcng-zib’s time, having 
interceded for a Seyd, who- was now in prifon at pjehan-qhir-nugur for a ba¬ 
lance of fix thouland rupees due to government, and which he could not pay: he 
repre fented " that it would be a pity that fo worthy a Seyd Humid be in penances, 
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•« whilft fo many tboufand rupee’s, to the double and even the quadruple of that 
« f UItli -were monthly fpent in alml) and in charities; and he added that it was 
« 'to be hoped that the above fum would be forgiven the man, and alia that he 
•« W o«ld be fent for tb the prefenbe, and provided for.’' This fhort reqaeft.- Itad its 
full effeS on that beneficent nobleman : with evident figrs of emotion and pity, 
he ordered that letters of pardon fhould be immediately difpatched for that man, 
with order* to fend him to Moorflfoodabad ; and he returned thanks to the inter- 
ceffor for having put hint in mind of fo meritorious a piece of work. May 60S 
Hcfsyou, faid he, for your having brought fuck an uttion in my way, and procured me fuxS 
a bappintfst if the ermtt-officers ptm dilatory, give me notice of it quickly, that 1 
may provide again# their malice, and deliver that poor Seyi from that pne of evil 
and affliliien. Such inftances of his benificence were without number, and t.;ey 
are remembered by all to this day. My mother having been obliged to quit 
Pafna in older to go to Moorfhoodabad, where (he had fomc particular bufi- 
nefs, carried her whole family thither, to wit my two younger brothers S6yd- 
aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, as well as her daughters hufband Mir-affed-aly ; 
and finding hfetfelf obliged to remain in that city longer than fhe expeaed, flic was 
fomc what at a lofs how to fubfift honourably. That bleffed man no (boner heard 
Of this, than he undertook her fupport: and without waiting for any prayer or 
recommendation, he of his own accord fettled upon her a plentiful and honour- 
able nr hon; and befides that, he made her yearly prefents of precious huffs fu 
fo. her perton ** &• * «**«* of .hole .ha. »ere befpoke for h.s own 
>n quantities at Djehanghir-nugur, Maldah and Ncd.ih; M « Oil*# 
chan her younger fon, was of .he fame age with hia adoptive foh, Ecatn-ed-doS- 
r*. he rook a ptafore hr carrying him together with .he young prmcc to h,s 
eoun.it feals and gardens, in his parties of pleafine. In one o. .ho e parties, a 
dance-girl of .he troupe in Ecramerd-doSlah, fervice chanced to take a liking 
* Ghalib-aly-qhan, and w as non and then in her very performance dropp.ng »- 
morons glances «« .he young man. who being himfelf fo very young and foun- 


experienced in what might be right or wrong. and- withal fo expofoi to all 
the inadvertencies incident to humanity at that age, ufed to return the glances «*■ 
the fame fiiie. The young noblemen of the fame age, who accompanied Ecramcd-doT 
lab having obferved that riling intelligence, were fired with jealoufy and emulation, and 
they gave notice of the matter to.him ; fo that he quitted the.garden with apparent 
•marks of difpleafurc. Mevazilh-mahmed-qhan informed of this, fent for my mo- 
ther> and with the greatell gentlenefs and circumlpeftton, he gave 4ft notice 
of w h» had happened; and added that in his opinion the belt way to prevent 
the two children from falling out together, would be. to keep her ton at home 
fer tome days. Eeram-ed-d681ah, who in thoughtleffnefs and violence,of .temper 
was a true copy of his elder brother, Seradj-ed-d63Iah, did not feem fully fatisfied 
•with that retreat; and to give himfclf the merit -of having reprefled. his anger 
out of complatfance U> bis adoptive father, he was heard to fay in bis'-prefenc^ 
« that yefterday Ghalib-aly-qhan had fairly efcaped out of his hands; elfe, added 
« he, I would have killed him on the Ipot." Thefe words having been feveral days 
together fucceflive repeated in his prefence,, the good matured lord comprehended 
that the fpeaker wanted to feel his pulfe on the fubje^; and iofing patience on 
the fubject, he fcrcamed out by the thirty chapters of the word of God, had you 
hilled him, I would have cut your throat with my own hands: after this hidden flalh of, 
refentment, he recovered his ufual tone of voice, and after having fpoken with 
all that tendernefs which he confiantly lhe\ved him, he gave him a, fev«re vepri- 
ntand. Ecram-ed-do81ah furprifed at a fpcech that proved to contrary to his e-?> 
pefiation, wept much and fpbed much, and then faid “ you would kided 

« me for him, then ? yes, replied the blelfed-rnan.. I fee no great difference between 
a y 0U M d him: you are [on of one fifler oj mine , and he is [on of another Ecram- 
ed-do81ah hearing a language to which he was not accuflomed, cooled by degrees, 
and repreffed his anger. Such was that blefled man's temper; aud it mutt be, 
acknowledged that the care he took of another’s life, where his own heart was 
fo deeply concerned by the ties of an attachment that even exceeded the mod 

unpafB- 



inpaffibnate love, coiito not arifel^om any thing elfe than a peculiar excellence of 
chara’Eler. But there is here a ftill ftrbnger proof of it: He was fund of a famouS 
a 6 >»iffe dr dancer called Bag-bay : her rank in his- family was next' to that of 
iis confort; and to .oblige him, the princeffes of his kindred paid her much re- 
gard ahd much defferen<:e ; but my mother (may God long keep her ffiade ftretched 
over my lead!) who was haughty and fornetinies of a ftrange temper, could 
not bear to fee her, and would .not even converfe with her on any account* 
^Now it inufi: be obferved, that it was cuftomary for him in (peaking to my blefTed 
mother to make life of the expreflions bear, lady, erhear, biby. Bhag-bhai, having 
inadvertently made ufe of the fame exprdfton, my mother flew into a pafllon, 
and laid: « who art thaw, woman , that thou, JhoidJjl dare to J'peak at that rate? 

" this way of fpeaking becomes fuperiors, when fpeaking to inferiors* or matters 
“\yhen fpeaking to their dependants : but thou art in neither predicament: look 
“ at*this maid of-mine yonder: I fet no great difference between you and 
“ her : if there be any, it is in this, that (he wears a few trinkets of fiiver and 
M gold, and that thou weareft many gems and much jewel-work. Bhag-bhai Hooped,, 
anddtd not anfwer a Angle word 5 : but fire was deeply wounded, and (be complained 
bitterly to her Lord. His anfwer was, that fuch was that lady s tapper-, that Jhe knew 
Hi and why then did Jhe put her f elf in her way? My mother went’home, with an 
intention to return to Azima^ftad; and (he for along time abltained from going 
to Co'ir;." But fuch a Reparation was more than the bleffed man could bear: he 
fciK o^rfons of dittin&ion to. footh her mind; but all in vain; till at laft he fent 
he r this ineflage : pleaft to come of yourfef: eft, I declare to you that w< Jlxall 
g0y Biby Gahqfliy and myfelf, and by all means pall bring you along. My mother on. 
this meffage, repaired to the palace, where, he received her with the hh^fcttdii- 
unClion, requefting. her to be reconciled to hi family and houje. She anfwered 
tha.t fhc wanted to repair to Azim-abad. Anti tofy fo t -replyed. the worthy man, 
with a melting tone of voice ? Why fhouli you infijt upon leaving, us? No one has 

[aid any thirty difagreeablc to you : you have of yourfelf taken, offence, and have fa-J 
^ ■ what- 



whatever you had a-mind to. At'this moraent/b contort-Gahaffity Biby, who had 
her cue, made fuddenly her appearance;'flu was in company with Nefiffa-begum, 
mother to the late Ser-efraz-qhan, a Princies who,was treated with the highelt re 
gard by the reigning family. Pray, Sijler, what is the matter with your ar.gr. 
laid flie ? And what is the matter that you are fo avgp with your brother's 

What he tells you Jems tq be right-, and you, fifier, wholly taken up will, a quarrel 

of your own making, do not mind all the uneajinefs you give him . To ail this my 
blefled mother continued to pay no attention, feemirgly iptent only on a Iking 
and obtaining leave to be gone: upon which the good natured man arofc 

from his mefried, and went up to her well then, faict he, 1 am,guilty! T am 

guilty ! And now I come to your feet to obtain my pardon. Thcfe words over¬ 
powered my. bleffcd mother : her fenfibimy broke forth into a flood of tears, 
and fire poured a. torrent of blelfings' upon him. She got up, uttered/a 
fervent prayer that God Almighty might prolong-his days, and lis power, and i 
ihc prosoifed-* 'to remain. 

It is fuch an amiable chara&er that flic is now remembering • with fobs and : 
regrets; and t is fuch a furpafiing goodnefs fhe is mentioning at times with floods 
of tears, in which with a. voice interrupted by the fobs of deep felt woe fri* 
often fupplicates the mo ft merciful of the rnoft merciful to make him ar. ob¬ 
ject of his forgivenefs. Hiskindnefs was no lefs confpicuous with the fato’Ut uk* 
defeendarus of Aga-mirza,-who was a fon of the learned Doflor Medjliffi, 

•whom he had. been acquainted, fo early as the reigri of Shudjah-qhan, at which 
time Aga-mirza was then in the fplendor of his power and influence. He took 
fuch csre of bis* deceafed friend's children and contort, the latter of which was 
a daughter of Naky-c8ly-qban, that no one would be more careful of his own wife 
and children. On hearing that his friend haddied in his boat, on his coming from 
Dacca, where he had an office of importance, but when he heard that the fa¬ 
mily was not in good circumflances, he feat for the rclia and her two fon. 
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cone Mkza-bakyri and; fhe tflher Mirza-abdollah (whom may-this my fakte reach 
intire l) and took fuch care of then as to furprife even thofe that were acquaint- 
ed. whjb'the .goodtrefs of his heart. He .appointed Eunuchs to infpeft their con- 
: du£t, and mailers to teach them the Grammar and Sriences; and he added to thofc 
scares a'pennon of fev^i hundred rupees per month, over and above feven hun¬ 
dred roor«' which he allowed the mother: to all which he ufed to join in 
both fesfons a profufion of precious fluffs, which were always ufhered with this 
texprefiion : thefe can only fit your maids : but accept, them for my Jake. Doubdeffc 
it is'©f him that it was faid: verfes t 

w Live .in fuch a manner as that whenever you^die, 

45 Your virtues fhould make you live a new in the remembrance of mankind." 

As I, the poor man, was upon the moll intimate footing with that nobleman, 
as well as with his brother Sayd-ahmed-qhan; and I had a perfe& knowledge of 
Aheir charafters, and ways of life* lean vouch for the foregoing two ftories; (one 
of which happened in my own family): and of fuch ftories there may be a thou- 
fand: for he had a thoufand fuch acquaintances, on whom he beftowed his care 
and money in fo generous a manner, that he kept it as a fecret. But it is no lefs 
certain that there was no orphan and no widow in the city, that did not partake 
•4 fame Ikape or other of his bounty and munificence; and how far he had carried the 
d ignity of his temper, may be Conceived from this particular, that at his death 
Lhe city vA‘ Moorfhoodabad looked like an immenfe hall filled with people in 
mourning; and that an infinity of perfons looked upon his death as an irrepa¬ 
rable lofs for their own families. 

His fecond brother, whofe name was Mahmed-fayd, and whofc titles at length 
4were Naffyr-el-mulk-fayd-almied-qhan-bahadyr-f 681 ut^jung, had a charafler that 
*ieltl the middleway between his .two "brothers; he was Uandfomer than either, 
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Superior to both in many refpefls, their equal in mod, art: 1 their inferior in few y 
if any at all. In power, riches a»& influence he was inferior to his elder brother 
NcraziSi-mabmcd-qhan; and in that fcnfc he was tikewife inferior to- bis 
brother ZJn-etldirt-abtned-qhan, to whom* the poffeffion-of the important government 
of Azimabad naturally gave a great luflre; he was however fuppofetl to be richer. 
than him. But on the other hand he was thought to be fomewbat IkMbV* that ftand- 
ard in prbwefs and military talents, although undoubtedly fuperior fit tWi refpe6b- 
to his elder.. la the iweetnefs of his deportement, and alfo in* knowledge a«d ! > 
feience,, he was fuperior to both; but in firmnefs of temper, an Ain acute,tefs of dif- 
cernmcnt Zin-cddin-ahroed-qhan farpaffed both his brothers. Savd abmed-qhatv 
in his youth had been- much addicted to arhufements and pleafures, that is, he was 
fond of the company of fine woman,, and delighted in feeing dancers aud aftrif- 
fes and fingers-; but this turn of mind having brought upon him the difgrace which be¬ 
fell him in C-atec, lie fo Far corrre&ed his way of life, that inffead of thofe difiolute' 
men that had been always in his company, he attached to his perfon a number of 
friends diftinguifhed by their birth, their virtue or their knowledge; and i n dead of 
paffing his life amongst dance-women and aClriffes,. he* only indulged now and then 
in looking or ltftening at their performances. About one hour before d.iy break,, 
and after having performed the ufual evacuations and ablutiohs*, he went through* 
Lis devotions, and then- fate in ftate in the great Kail, where he gave a pub¬ 
lic audience twice a week, to afford an opportunity'to. every fuitor 6? fneakitm 
to him. The Friday he abftained from.all bufiuefs; but there were four days in 

the 


* The Mahometans ennnot commence their prayers (.ini theft- recur five times a day) without waffling pre¬ 
view (Iv the two hinds, the mouth, noftrils, face,- top of the head, neck and cart, aims, ard fie: t, in a certain- 
manoet and witlt certain ihoit prayers. But in cafe of a fiad,ien.pra)ee .(ahti :hivc3nnot be dimeiStw- if (landing 
or oa horfeback), then the ablution may be difpenfed with. This ablution is only (he dryly and u us lone ; 
there is one of a higher nature, which always moll precede rhe former, when a man has cot aimed wi't> • 
woman, is going to charge the enemy, &c. and it confifts in plunging o; waffling.the body with uutain, rites. 
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ke of nothing elfe; and' theft fee divided his time in the 

following manner: In the morning his friends were admitted and drank coffee 

- 4 * 

with him ; after which were admitted his acquaintances and others, farad of whom 
fate only a tittle, and others withdrew immediately after having made then* bow. 
After this, be fate fti$ two hours more, and then retired to an apartment reput¬ 
ed belonging to the fan&uary, and where none were admitted but old females 
of the feraglfa, and trufty eunuchs: the Moutufuddies and heads of thfe feveral 
offices remained without; but occafionally tranfmitted by the hands of the eu¬ 
nuchs fuch of their papers as required his perufal or fignature^ thefe he penifed in 
private and in filence; and after having examined the contents* he returned them, 
figned, or reje&ed, as he thought proper: and mean while, bis friends, and the 
principal perfons of his court, amongft which was alfo this raoft mconfiderable of 
mankind, were firing without, in a hall feparated from his clofet by a curtain. 
Hisfecretaries alfo attended there, and occafionally fent in their minutes by the 
hands of an eunuch ; and thefe being returned after fome conre6iions, were tran- 
feribed fair, fent in again to be fealed by the fe&hkeeper, then aitcnding, and 
returned again to be difpatchcd; the poff>mafier always attending with a number 
of couriers, ready. At about ten o’clock dinner was ferved up, and it was 
always accompanied by a number of tables and trays covered with vifhials: 
thefe were always brought ready, and diftributed in the houfes of his friends 
and acquaintances, to fame every day, to fame, twice a week, to‘fame ethers 
*4, n oe a week, and to very few twice in a month: this was a flanging rule that 
required no new dire&ion, Whilft the faperintendant of the kitchen was arranging 
thefe tables, and expofing them to his view, the civilians and heads jof offices 
ftood up, and after having fern ia their refpeds by the mimllry of an eu¬ 
nuch, they withdrew to their homes. After dinner he ufually took > nap, and 
then rifing about noon, he went through the ufual evacuations anu aoiutious* 
tnade his noon prayers, aftd then read fame chapter of the word ot God. At 
about three o’clock, he performed his third prayer, and then came into,the public 

hall, 
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halt, where he- converted with learned and eminent men, ell a* Gh&lam-jrthur.. 
and, the Mufty^Zya.ollah, and Mir-vahed, and the Moluvy or do&or Labmah- 
med, and Shek-hedaiet-ollahi and Seyd>abdol-hadi: with thefe he confercd up <s§u* 
fume paint of fcience, often'upon his own Coran, of which he would read a 
pafiage, which was explained, and comemed by Moilah*gIv vam-yihia, ;o wMcb& 
others added their opinions andobfervalions. He ufol to fay “ that atyhis age 
u to make hew ac^uifetoni in matters of knowledges v/a> alrnoft unpoffibler: 
w that he* was faiisfyed with what little he had of it^and wanted no addition; but' 
that reading and. comprehending matters of knowledge feemedto add new* 
" life to his exigence ; and that he was fo accudounjd. to that way of life,,that' 
a when.the conferences did not take place, as ufual, he reckoned himfelf to hav$ 

" that day fuffered a great lofs, m his treafury, and was unealy until it was * 
“ retrieved and made up/', 4ls {be was exceedingly |&ind to.me, lire lafoof meh, he 
always infrfted on my being prefbnt ax the conferences,and.he was-mightily pleafc 
cd with ray obtervations and illuftratiotis,. I n voyage or at home, he- fpobe now amH 
then to others*, but feemed particularly to.hang on* what I, the moft inconfiderabb: 
of mankind? would 'fay; and he exprefled at all times fo much efteem fin. 
that his oldeft acquaintances! and friends ufed to wonder by what art and. magicr 
this new. mkh -had acquired-fo much afeendant upon him;; and how the. prince, 
was afc*aU times fo ready to quit the company of others, to go to him. Tbfc CQft*- 
ferences ufually took-up two whole hours, after which admiiTion*was given n.\ the inolb 
cofffiderable of his friends, fuch as Seifcaaly-qhan, brother to Seif-qhan and ir,i* 
as well as he,- of Emir-qhan, Viceroy of Cabul; Roh-eddin—huffeifl-qnan, anothert 
fon of S&foqhan's, and a young* nobleman with whom he had contracted am 
alliance 1 ; Naky-aly-qhany rny younger brother; and Mtr-aly-yar-qhan fon to Seif/ 
qhanYfifter: all illuftrious perfons to whom he ufed to join Radja-adjiib.rav*. 
his prime minifter; and after his death, hh fon Radja-fchudj-ray; he admitted? 
alfo the heads of the paymafter's office, as well as thofe of the light artillery : 
to thefe were added the Secretary Ray-churamon, Djaafcr, cSly.qhan, keeper 

" o£ 
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©F tft’e treafury, ? ' Mir2a-daSd' the ("Mianfartiain or fteward r all tTicfe' 
tffed to fit a full htjiU, and after cs poling what they had to fay, they took 
their leave; and then the prhice 'qtritted the IfalI,and entered his' fan&uary, where* 
with fome favorite ladies of his he would take an airing in that fine garden,- 

which fre lud encfofed\ or he irroirmecf with them upon fmalt pondys rifcRly adorned, 

Y - . . . • ; .. . , : . 

ariid rode vith them up and down the ehcFofare. The evening being come, he per- 

\ < ' . 

formed Er. fourth prayer; and then was .attended by fome favorite afclrilfes, dancers 1 

and fingers of his; elfe, he remained alone, and was entertained with fome 
earious and diverting ftory or tale, which lulled him to fleep; and this was at' 
about'nine'or ten o'clock. This rule of life helcf regularly the whole year round, 
without exception. He was naturally a fweet tempered man; and civility was fo 
natural to him, that for full Given years, uv which I have been in his fervice, I 
never remember to have heard him fay a' harfti word to any one, (whether high 
or low', or to have feetv him' guilty of an improper aftion. He was pleafed with 
magnificence, and fond of living nobly; and although' his revenue was greatly 
inferior to that of his elder brother Nevazifh-ntahmed-qhan, who' was thefe many 
years in office,' and wliofe treafures of courfe muff-have been greatly above his 
ftandard; yet he was Ms equal in jewels, fifver and goTdTurhiture, as well as in 
elephants and'fome other articles appertaining to the higlieflt ranks; and thefe 
appeared at his death, when the treafury was found'to contain forty-five lacs in 
fifver,. and, if t well remember, about one lae of Efhrcffies * : nor was the jew¬ 
el- 


* If we reckon twenty-five lacs more for elephants, horfes,. carriages,, camels, and-boats. See, &c. the 
aggregate of tliofe fams \vttl amount to more than on'e cOror : acU to this ten lacs more in houfes, gardens, 
jmrrYsre, apparel, artillery, (lores and arms ; and alfo the fums expended, in cloths and jewels within th* 
feraglio (nor is tint a fmatl article) ; and the wiu Ji mud amount to a /awing of twenty lacs a year (for ws 
xnuft omit the fir ft year, artd make fome account of the out landing debts in the lift). Add to all thb 
the (landing expenses for feveri thoufand Infantry and as much Cavalry j the artillery ; a fleet of boats ; 
^numerous court receiving Atones j a feraglio of five hundred women ; a table fpiendid; and infinity of 
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Tl-office found to contain lefs than thofe funs* in jewels, in #>1d and fdver-furni- 
ture, and in precious fluffs; he bad alfo a great number of elephants and horfer* 
and other animals in plenty; aud all in good condition. 

Once (and he was then in his private apartment with a .amber of ladies be¬ 
hind the curtain) he took into bis head to make me a prefent of an efephant, 
for he was that day very merry, and amufing himfclf with the apparatus of 
the Bufunt-panclimi, or feftival ufed in introducing the fpring feafon. He had 
with him in the clofet, an old naan called Mir-mah68b-aaly; who was extremely 
attached to him, having been his acquaintance fo early as the times when he 
came in Bengal with Hadji-ahmed, his father, in queft of a livelyhood. There 
was no other perfon at all in the apartment, fave a few menial fervants. An 
eunuch came out of the clofet and called me up; I went in, and made-ray bow; 
on which he defired me to be feated; and he commenced converfing on a va¬ 
riety of fubje&s; after, fome time fpent in this manner, it was anounped in a 
high tone of voice by Hazyr-aly-qhan, (a flaveofhis houfehold, and now a man 
of importance, for he was fuperintendant of his hall of audience), that Mir-fol- 
tan-aly-qhan, who had been honoured with the gift of an elephant, was waiting 
at the gate of the hall of audience, and, fhoidd it be his highnefs's pleafure, 
would juft (hew himfelf from afar, make his bow of thankfgiving, and be gone 
immediately. To which the prince confented; and that ceremony being ^/er in 
a moment, he turned again to roe, and afked me whether I had ever Teen Id* 

v ele- 


yearly cloths and jewels ; as well as a legion of penGoners that received from five to a thou&nd rupees 
per month; and this aggregate of expences cannot be rated at lefs than forty lacs more; in all fixty lacs ; 
<and the traoflator has been adored by writers of his treafury, tha; his revenue amounted to fify eight 
Joes), Fifty right lacs! here is then a decay incredible, as being paft all computation and all con- 
jeflure; for although ume fifteen years ago Rczi-eddin-mahmed-qhan ufed to tranfurit yearly from thence 
[eleven lacs to the treafury of Moorlboodabaul, it is certain that PSrrtniah cannot yield now (1786) 
above fix orJrven lots a year. 
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cTepbanf-omce ? My Lord Qhan, [aid bt, I want to hum your opinion of than. 1 
aniwcred that I had feen his elephants, and that they were numerous and of 
uncommon bignefs- and beauty: well then, added he, you mufl look over them again, 
and chufe any one you pi safe, as / intend to compliment you with it. I, the poor 
man, on this compliment got up, made a profound bow and anfwered, " that 
** the expreflrons with which he had been pleafed to ufirer his noble prefent, were 
“ in my. opinion worth a gift of his whole elephant-office; but that the riding 
“ 0n fttch an animal, required a certain ftate and a fuitable retinue; and although 
* f I had been By the fpecial favour of his highnefs amply provided with an honourable 

* fubfiffance, and was perfectly fatisfied with it; neveithelefs I did not think 
“ that my time for riding on an elephant was come as yet; and that when that 

time (hould be brought forth by his favour, it would be time then to 

* think of elephants." The turn I gave to my excul'e was taken much notice 
©f, and he fmiied, but faid nothing. Some time after, there came intelligence 
that Ab 81 -marrf 8 r-qhan, Viceroy of A8d, was arrived at JBanares, probably with a 
view to invade Bengal. Aly-verdy-qham upon This intelligence wrote tohis nepheu at 
PSraniah to march out with his army, whilft hitnfelf Ibould fet out on his fide in bis way 
to Azimabad. Sayd-ahtned-qhan intent on his preparatives, commanded metoraife 
a good body of infantry and cavalry : I anfwered that I would, but that as P8raniah 
was in a corner, and out of the high road from I-Iir.doftan, none Would be procurable, 
but the pcoplp of P8raniah; to which he 1 replied, that he had no objections to 
them, provided they fhould be picked men. The body in quellion was fcx>n raifed; 
but news came a little after, that Ab 3 l-manf 8 r-qhan had thought proper to return 
to A8d, his capital ; fo that the fufpicions he had raifed in Bengal, fnbfiding by his 
departure, the new levies were all difmifled, to the great difeomfort of the com¬ 
manders, who after having wifhed for feme war and feme difputc, were now re¬ 
duced to the neceffity. of making intereft for their being kept in pay. But he 
kept only two and twenty Afghan troopers, who being excellently mounted, were 

. rehnved for his body -guards-. As to myfclf, hearing of tills general reform, £ 

pre- 
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pre'fented him a paper .purporting, *' whether it was not his pleafure that I 
f< Should difroifs my own new levies alfo, which were numerous enough ?’’ In 
anfwcr to my queftion, he wrote at the bottom there words : " why does his il» 
4t luftrious lordlhip trouble himfelf about thefe matters ? let. there be to-morrow .a 
“ general review of his corps, and then theirXatcfhall be determined. I he -next 
day I carried all my people to the review : be looked at them all, .but or¬ 
dered that they fhould be kept in pay, and he moreover added foe t wo and twenty 
Afghans .to them; and as my corps was found now to con.fift of about eighty 
horfc and about two hundred foot, he figned the review, and then turning towards 
me. My lord jQhan, fai.d he, I believe now that the time for your ruling on an 
elephant if come at. lajl, and that you Jhall have no objections to my preferring you' 
with one: calling then his eyes upon .the elephants, he made choice of one, and 
prefented it to me. 

« 

One day he heard by mere chance, that I had font to my venerable father then 
at Shah djehan-abad (and now doubtlefs in the affemWy of the juftes) a bill of 
exchange'oftwo thoufand rupees. Is that true, My lord-qban, faii he, in full company ? 
xs I anfwered it was • and that as it was no fecret matter, I made no difficulty 
to acknowledge it." He replied: what, if you had given me notice of it? I might 
have taken a [hare in that meritorious atlion of yours. I rejoined," that there was 
“ no need of his taking any lhare at all, as the whole of the font originally be- 

♦ * „ i 

tf longed to him, and had accrued to me from his bounty; and that as to the 
<c modiciy of it, my fortune being all of his own beftowing, could not be but known 
M to his hfgluwfs/' He fmiled, and turning towards my banker, then prefent, who 
was alfo his cafh-keeper, he ordered him to charge the bill of exchange to 
his debit, and to refund the money to me. 1 got-tip and returned him 

* a 

my thanks for his manifold bounties. This favor was foon followed by another. 
There was a certain diftridl called Serip8r, the rent of which was fixed at a 
.one hundred and eighty and feme thoufand r.upees; and he conceived without 

any 



sr,' application from- me, and‘even withont-my. knowledge,, the■tfcGgnoffbetewwg. 
the .-collection of that revenue upon me. With this view he. pitched upoo.Radja, 
Adjaifc ray his prime tninifter, who had been likewife prime tninifter to the. late 
S6(t qluri, and lent him to my hemfs. The minifter brought with him two Qbylaats, 
or dreffes.of honor, %nd alfo- a gentleman of difcinfclion, who. had long been in 
the practice of renting and taking, to farm, the , revenues of. government, and 
rnongd others, thole of that very diltrifr. His name was Sheh-amanollah. The 
r.iini ler i'p'eaking. in his mailers name (aid, “ that his. highntf; ha I devifed that. 
« u f}jce, to put fume emoluments in my way; and propoLd two .methods for in- 
“ faring them: the full, that I (hould now pit on the Oiylaat of inveftiture, and 
« charge tmTelf with the collection, after appointing for my deputy whomfoever 
“ I might have a mind to ; the fecond, that I fliouUL put. on the drefs of invef- 
« titure, but appoint the gentleman then in., his company for my deputy; in 
«■» which cafe the deputy would be refponfible only to government, at the lame time 
«< hy a. paper ready executed,, which Ire (hewed me, he would bind hirofelf 

“ to afford me a penfion of (even thoufand rupees a year, over- and. above the 
« prefmts and nu/mrs ufual at the two holy-days, at the Dcs-hara and at the other 
euflomary occafipns, as the new year's day and others; he was likewife obliged 
... tt> execute without hcfi.ation, and as my fervant, whatever commiffions and orders I 
* mould oceaGonally give him." The latter propolat being the lefs cumberfome 
of tire : m, I adopted it, as I perceived it was the donor’s fecret inclination; and alfo, 
as, by in Curing me ^ final l revenue, it freed me from the anxieties and bodily trou¬ 
ble of. a colleSion. Such kindneffes andjattentions, fo far from being tifual from 
*ords to their dependants, are hardly to be expelled from fathers to their fons. 


One day that bleffed man after having taken an airing in his favorite boat, 
took into his head to land on the other fid, of the river, his Paleky and Nalcky 
remaining on this fide; and as no vehicle was at hand to land hun from the boat, 
*„d he was not accused to walk on the board which the boatmen ufually 


ftretchi 
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ftretch out from their boats to fhore for landing people, he feemed at a lofs bovr 
Co manage upon fo narrow a bridge. On obferving which, I advanced bare footed 
on the board, and ftretched my hand, bidding him help bimfelf with it, and 
come along. The prince pleated with my having guefted his efribarrafTment, and 
with my giving him afManee fo timely, fmiled, availed himtelf of my hand, and 
came along; when being near the landing place, he flopped Ihort, and faid, My 
Lord you have to day rendered me a great ferviee by Jlretching yqjttr band. I 

anfwered, u that I thought o^herwiTe ; and that I fancied his highnefs had ra« 
cc ther taken me by the hand with intention to carry me higher." The Prince 
laughed, and faid: So I hope too, my Lord-Qh an; and I hope it Jhail come to pfs 
jujl as you have foretold. Nevertbtlefs I mujt inform you that I reckon upon your aj+ 
fijlancc in the other world, as I do in this . Let the virtuous take example from 
thi prince; and let them obferve how modeftly he thought of himfelf. If you 
confider only the difference of age, he was about fixty, and I was only twenty* 
frjvcn years old:; if you confider the propinquity of blood, I was the younger, 
and he by much'the elder member of the family ; and if you confider the difference 
of rtatiofis and ranks, he was a glorious lord of the rank of feven thoufand 
Iiorfe, and I was no more thah one of his fervants; and yet with ah this ele¬ 
vation, and all this fuperiority, he made it a point to fpeak always with modcflv, 
and to oblige with the mod: becoming grace. ’ J 



leuy is plcafing and meritorious m thofe feated on high, 

° But in a poor man, it is only ah appendage of his character and fration/* 


This prince governed for full feven years the province of P8raniah with ab¬ 
solute power; but yet with l’o nfuch equity and --'attention to the; welfare pf the 
fubjeft, that both the nobles and hufbkndmen were exceedingly pleafed with his 
government, and at all times ready to give it their applaufes. Retired in a 
gpragr, at a diftance from the great roads to and from HmdOftan, he had no oc- 

caGon 
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effort at all either to wage war or to travel: So that hi*- travels want np fattnee 
than Kadjmahal, whither his uncle, who was very fond.of bunting; vied to repair , 
aliwoft every year; andfornetitues be proceeded as far as Moorihoodabad, .to tee his 
hrwher Ncvazifo-mahtned-Qitati and Us nephews andnicces, as well asiWprinceflea 
of'ids family. Nor did he ever fct out from PSraftiah in a military equipage, 
but on two occahons r the -fir ft ■ time it was ter yppofc I'ahr-cddin-'hoHeimqthan, 
tliat ill advifed Ion of Seif-(^haivs; the other, it was io chaftife Shek-mahmed- 
Djelil', £emindarofP8rtuHah, who enjoyed a good eftate and r. .great revenue bat 
who was undone for having liltened to she fuggeftious of fenfelefs, ignorant friend*, 
g,y whofe con (els he excited troubles, proved’ refractory, and demolifhed his own 
welfare and family. This- event happened in die height of the' mins; and although 
fober advice was given that ill fated man-, it proved-of no avail; Ire. was a funjnch 
Shya, and endowed with many valuable qualifications, as well as inclined to do* 
meritorious aft ions: but in this, be mi [took fo far the line of conduct which be¬ 
came him, as to engage in a courfe of contentions that brought upon himfelf 
a number of evils and dtfgraces that euded fatally, and at lift poifoned 1 1is cxdlence. 
To put an- end to the troubles, and to bring, the difputc to a conclufion, I in¬ 
terfered in his caufe by fending perform to foften his mind, and by interceding 
with his lord; with no-other view, I can allure, but that of refeuing that fenfelefs 
man from- the evils that hu-ng over him; but my efforts availed nothing; and 
Sayd ahmed-qbaif, againlt his own inclination, was obliged m the licigth of the 
rainy fhtdbn to put himfelf at the head of bis-troops in order to bring him under 
contvoul. The troops which that ill advifed man had railed, being, intimidated by 
the governor's prefence, did not dare to Hand by hinv: lie found himfelf at once 
plunged in a fea of difappointment; and being, abandoned by every one, he wa* 
overtaken By tl»e claws of deftiny, and taken- with his family and children, and 
every thing belonging to him. Be died in prifon ; but as he had fpent in fup- 
porting troops, the public revenues he was entrufteti with, an immenfe balance 
was found againft his family; and it was repeated from his fon, Gholam-hoffein; 
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bat I can (ay that after Sayd-ahmcd-qhan’s demife, I interefted myfelf fo ear- 
neftiy with his foil and fucceffor, that I prevailed upon that young prince to releafe 
a. youth equally innocent, and ignorant of buunefs, as well as incapable to pay ; a,nd 
I 'engaged the prince to fend him back to his family eflate, where he might 
ufefully employ himfelf in recalling his difperfed farmers, and in repeop¬ 
ling that half ruined country, ^nd thanks be to God Almighty, that the above 
fervicc was performed on my part, without any mercenary view whatever of ei¬ 
ther retribution or reward; and as I hope that the reader will forgive me that 
digrdfion, let us now revert to our anecdotes about Sayd-ahmed-ahaii: 

My younger brother hlaky-aly-qhan was in his youth of a hafly violent tem¬ 
per, that never minded times or places. One d-y after rifing from Sayd-uh.ned- 
qhan’s prefence, he came and leated himfelf in the hali of audience, clofe to the 
prime minifter Radja Adjaib-ray: when there entered a Centoo of the Catry tribe, 
a man very low born in that very country, aid who bore on his forehead a 
delineation of all the troubles and evils which he would caufe one day. Young 
Shaocat-djung, who was created grand niafler of the artillery, of P8raniah> by his 
father in imitation of Seradj-ed-d 681 ah who had been invelted with a like office 
at Moorfhoodabad, had thought proper to make of this man his Divan and confidant; 
and the young prince’s department being very 1 conliderable by the numbers of 
cavalry and infantry attached to it, Achant-ray (and that was.- the map s qiamc) 
a£led as deputy to his mailer in it. This gentleman came for fome bvjyfefs, an^ 
wanted to take his feat between Adjaib-ray and Naky-aly-qlu.n; the latter forbade 
him: the other proud of his office, and. of his influence with his maflcr, paid 
no regard to him; and he fpoke a few words in contempt of it. Naky-aly- 
qfiaa incenfed at his prefumption, ordered a fervant of his, that flood behind, 
to pull down that man’s turbant; and finding the fervant not ready enodgh,. he 
pulled it himfelf, and threw it on the ground. The man flung to the quick by 
fuch an affront, quitted the affembly, and went in that condition to iris young 

mailer* 



mftcr, to whom he made great complaints. The young prince was fhockcd; 
and in the firll emotions of his refentment he ordered the troops of his de¬ 
partment to keep themfelves in readinefs. As Naky-al/-qhan s houfe was over 
againlt Shaacat-djung'* 4 odging\*, from which it was parted only by a large (beet, 
fome gentleman of diftinftion, who were his particular friends, (and fuch was 
Mirza-ru(iero«aly, and his brother Mirza-hiider-aly, with federal others), hearing 

of his danger, armed themfelves and ran to his alUitaucc. Sayd-ahmed-qhan, 

♦ » 

being foon informed of this tumult, fent for Laalv, the colonel, a principal 
commander of the artillery, who had a ihoufuild mufqueteers, and two hundred 
troopers under his orders, and he commanded him immediately to get his men 
under arms; and to go to Naky-aly-qban-’s afliitance. The officer anfwcred <r that as 
w he might be oppofed by Shaocat-djung,. who was fon to h*s lord, he^was at a lofs how 
f< to manage/* Do> fiid the prince, as yo&Jhall fee done by ; repel force by force. The 
prince fent.at the fame time injunctions to all the commanders attached to the artillery ' 
to forbid their moving to Shaocat-djung's affiftance, or their joining, him in 
raifinfg troubles, and tint, under pain of being difmi (Ted the fervice,, and fevere- 
iy punched bdides, The young lord hearing of their order^ quitted the party, 
and repaired to the palace, where he appeared before the prince, his father with 
a. mod dejeded countenance; and he complained heavily of the affront put 
upon him. The prince anfwcred every one of his complaints by a fev ere repri¬ 
mandv and .Shaocat-djung, both humbled and confounded at fuch a reception, 
expref£:d'a repentance, and returned home very much difeontented; infomuch 
that .for a length of time, all intercourfe ceafed between him and ftaky-aly-qhan, 
both abftaining from fpeaking to each others Some months after a wedding hap¬ 
pened in Siyd-ahmed-qhan’s family, at which both the young men were invited, 
and of coiirfe obliged to partake of the pleafures and entertainments of the feaft. 
The nuptials lafled feme days, at one of the lafl of which the prince rofe to 
get into his fanfluary, and he was already at the door, when, as if recollefting 
fomeiHthg; he came back to the affembly, and taking his fon by the- hand, he 

carried 
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carried him to Naky-aly-qhan, and (aid thefe very words: Jo nth JftyneJs md 
dip-once between brothers, is quite unbecoming, do you embrace'eiccb other, and do re¬ 
commence to be f riends again upon new terms. May God Almighty in his gooduefs 
forgive that worthy man! and may he allow him t> repoffe in a corner of his: 
manfions of' mercy ! So- much gobdnefs and fo- much benignity,. I never beard 
ef in the- eharafter of arty prince, nor of any lord conhitoted in power and' 
dignity; nor has he ever been equalled by any one in thefe heavcftlv qualifica¬ 
tions. May God's, fibrgivenefs- and mercy be forever upon, his departed, foull 
Amen. ■ v’ 

We have faid fbmewhere that Abdbl-aly-qhan, my maternal' uncle, had' been 
obliged 1 to feek his fortune, as far as the Imperial court; but it was his ill for¬ 
tune to advance very little his affairs by fuch a long voyage, although he had 
all the qualifications requifite for attaining the higheft dignities, and he was 
much be friended by the Vezir Zulficar-rijung, fon to the late Sadat-qhan: he- 
therefore turned his views towards Mahmed-cBly-qhan, a young nobleman who? 
was fon to Mirza-mohfen, and nephew to- Ab 81 -ntanf 8 r-qhan; and he lived fame- 
time in the fociety of that young lord,, who- after the victory gained over the* 
Afghans, (viftory in which Nevol-ray loft, bis life), became his uncle’s deputy 
in his government of A8d. Eut my uncle having found means to full out aifo. w-ithr 
this young nobleman, he came to Baoarefs, where lie took. u|i his abodb- As. 
I feemed greatly affefted by his misfortunes and' difappointments, SSytf-alimed'- 
qhan had the goodnefs to. intcrefl hirnfelf fo far in his■ beh.ilf, as to write preA 
fmgly to Aly-verdy-qhan his uncle, entreating him to pardon, the exiled com¬ 
mander, and to recall him into his fervice. Aly-verdy-qhan anfwered every part, 
of the above letter, but mentioned not one word, about my uncle; and Suyd- 
ahmed-qhan, having loft all hopes- from, that quarter, thought .proper in compli¬ 
ment to me, to write a letter with liis own hand to-"that unhappy commander,, 
in which he condoled, with him upon bis ill luck*, but accompanied the'condoleanc?: 

with. 
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■wish an order on his banker at Banarefs, for his touching five hundred rupees 
per month, four months of which were paid him before hand. Where are to be 

_ J „ •* i ... fVmrw-1 in nnr daVQ ? where 


<SL 


fou.nd now fuch forts of men ? where are they to be found tn our days ? where 
fholild they be? verfe: 


* '• f 

.. I never few any myfelf: if thou knoveft of any, pray, tell me.” 


• s gone’ now From us, and gone for ever! nor have we any other way of teRify- 
our ‘gwjtude for thofe numberlefs benefits which he has been endlefsly fpreading 
upon his people and his, friends'in general, and upon-this dilconfolate fervant of 
his, in particular, than by remembering for ever his amiable character, and by 
pouring daily our fervent pra^s to God Almighty, the pattern and fpring of 
all goodnefs, that Ire may be an objeft of the divine mercy, 0 God, take no notice, but 
cf the good he has done: you know him better than we cun. If be hay done any good, 
give him the greater merit for it-, and if he has been a firmer, turn your face from 
bis dcherites, and remember that you are the moji mercyfud of ail the mercyful +. 


It having been in the decrees of divine providence, that the columns of Aly-verdy- 
qVian’s family fliould be undermined and thrown down, and that this revolution, as a 
chaRifement, Riould extend direaiy, not only upon the incapable and worthlcfs mcm- 
b-r of iMhKo mdireai y upon all the inhabitants of thefe once florithing countries of 
Bengal4^Bahar,and moreover upon all the inhabitants of Hindia, (which have all been 
involved in the fate of their princes); the cataRrophe commenced by fuhftraaing Trom 
"the reigning family thofe individuals which by their perfonai merit might have propped 
ti-,e nodding edifice f all that power and dominion; and by their talents in the art of 
’*■ .... K 




• TflWfe /sateaccs are in the Coran, and form a par t of die fervice hr w »«. de*d. 
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government; migHV.l'ave.employed ne hand in cruffiihg the diftarbers of the publieft: 
peace. aad the other in iriftiring the hhppihefs cf thefc regions. But wharis fingular, that' 

* f 

ohaftifementj, and that fubdraftion, took 1 place iii the very lite time of the founder and 
architeEt of that empire and family: for iris certain that next to A'ly-verdy-qhan himfelfj, 
his three nephews, thofe three perfons bell qtulifyed for commanding to men, an'’ for 
governing kingdoms, were NTevazith-mahmed-qhan. tnd'Sayd ahmcd qhan, /j. 
din ahtned-qlian : three men fir fiiperior i i tbofe reflects to thofe three jjj'&ivd fian ■ 
his, Seradj-ed-d6llah with his two brothers.. I fad any of the three former, fiiccec 
their uncle, and taken fu!l p >TcfTibn of the fovereigi power, i; b in<J; bkaoTe that u. 
down Fail of thefc once fl.milling provinces, with the coniecjuent depreflibn and ruin of 
their inhabitants, would have not come to pafs with f > much rapidity and precipitation 
as we have Teen; but it being otherwife predetermined by the decrees of divine provi¬ 
dence, and the courfe of heavenly bodies proJjcingVuiother Tories of events.; thofe 
tlirce perlqns departed this world un ler the eyes of the very man whom they were to 
fucceed; fo that, the flieets containing the diary of tlieii lives were nulled up ancHct 
by in his very life time. Zin-cddin-ahmed-qhan, the third of thofe iltuftiious perfon- 
ages, and a prince who in perfonal i row cfs and capacity was fo far fuperior to both his 
elder and younger brother, that he wanted to have the precedence over them both, 
preceded them in fa6t, and early departing this* life, lie took fhelter in the man- 
iions of divine, mercy: a death that thunder ft ruc-k Aaly-verdy-qhan hiss'd., and 
made him fay with a deep fetched fob, that if dominion and fiver c'gnty had lien 'decreed h 
in his} mily, Il'ibet-Djung (for fuch was that hero’s title) would have not died. His death 
was followed by that of Nevazi!h-mahmed-qhan,wBo took the road ofeternity,and trctf&> 
ed clofe on the Heps of bis younger brother. It is after all thefc lodes, thauhe author of 
thefc recording (beets, becoming known to Alv-vcrdy-qhan, and being often of bi$; 
company, heard him lob, and lament himfdf, and fiy that Shaharrtt djung s death 'mean¬ 
ing Kcvazifh-mahrae:] Oban) rjfadkm, that > but like that // a fond ' 

indulgent parent : ef Jems one that feemed to have >/*•/;/' ~ e whole family. .After 

this death, the old Viceroy was looking-up to Sayd ahmed qhan as his laft re- 
fource; and I remember that the laft letter he wrote to him was in thefe mov¬ 


ing 


mtsr/fy 
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terms: New'l Am entirely broke both by 4g+ mi.'fy J&tW» Jf Hive a Htlit 
■, I Jhall in the next 'tidtsler, .(whicksyas <fix months after);, repair ou pyr~ 
te : Rd(ij r mciliaf, not oil a.Aiiptwi.pfrJy^ef]for^Jy,.Auf ?p jeafc ny eyes for the 
tirn mtkjbc.Jgbt of your perfm, tofwk : j* mo. b(C<W m y «#• remaning copi* 
■ ff &«// ike heavy Ioffes, and (be ridnous bfxnfiniptti&s, / have Jujjxred ; and if I am 
0 A i." c « hHg\ then hold vie cwfeji. and Ik added thefa verfes of bi$ own* 

* ■•vV...* • ' ^ C V ■ 

e Japltoia qjp (Jje l^tcr: ;■ 

/ v Y.V/*' 1 ‘ f ^ 

" If we 'main, alive, we JhaiLfcwrup again , , 

«*. Our garment torpe by the pangs of farrow and ^bfenee ;. 

« Amd if are ftp. dfc, tljen- accept our $jjK#ifas, !j , 

?• It. would, be a pi:, indeed, 'bat our uefirn. fboui.d hp.difappointfli." 

r;y U;Th/J ibl-J U'V .»Vliwi tZtWS-iH fc|* i/'M Ji/ix ».).>' * ■ - • . Vf-t/tO- 

Neyaailh-uiahmedr-tlhan’s dpmifo was : fallowed by that of his brother Sayd 

au.^Hbao/'who btmfclf bscanae vadraveller in the regions, of eternity : .that ;un- 
< ' , 4 

happy event took place irii thii minnec. About t«oi months after the domife Qf hi? 
elder 1 - brother, he by degreesjcomsneqcttd feeling an acutfc painjn hi: hcadvjat. a pfacp 
.that became prominent of itfelf: and: lia fuflVred,anrt bemoaned, but ofherwife v» 
ib healthy* that it metierc^ro? int.o.aiiy nWs.mind;that he would die of it. I„the 
poor mar; apprehended, do little,danger-:from; ifj that ! obtained.leatfe to repair 
.rtb<)#fli.o0daba4 for eoDitftling .vfil.H-.P 9 y, mother, who was incprfokble of 
devabifn-mahmed,qhan’.s.d^th < . ; f. . pty-e^my refpe% to Aaly-verdy-qhan at the 
time, was chargftd with .fame mclTages toi.hk i*apbew,}:awi It repaired; again, 
to PiSraniab, where I delivered the meffages, and found him flill complaining of 
tf h e ad-ache, and fufFering a particular pain whenever he had to roll his 
•Vr f r«'-md hi- ; k-'d. •; after" h? f.imtd'me, that he thought the 

hh , ? inches to. bis U-aff jjfould dp bin good ; l ^nfwered “ that lofing Pome blood, 

»ifFprd idmfome. rci.cf,” Two or three d, y; aft . 

fixed fBf mmd on the lcccaej, and war- inh T y 

their 
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itieir feeing Tent for; T took* the liberty to object again: 'he payed no regard 
to my realoning, and he added that fome women faid that leeches were heft, 
when their genitals fdirned apparent. I again prefumed to reply, “that what old wo- 
rrten faid did riot dtiferve bis'attention that’s true, anfwered be, hut yet, there 
can he no harm in the sfpnctttim. Finding him bent on having leeches, I 
lence; and as thdre is no flying from one’s deftiny, leeches were f- tor, an# 
applyed: a deal of blood and watery matter came out, but every oart wl> 

/ v 1 

an application bad been made, began to fuppurate; and he nov» turned ** 
chirurgy: by degrees the whole neck fwellcd, and puto.'i a ftr'i.ge appearance, 
and it feemed greatly tunrr&fied: in fltort the Twellirg increafed daily: and i» 
was thought that the tumour being full'of matter, V would be proper to procure 
an iffue to it; arid upon this furmife Berid-aah the chirurgeoti, was Tent for, and 
ordered to open it. But fate having likewife blinded the chirurgcon, the man, 
without examining the part, without making any inquiry, without corifuItingSthe 
phylicians,’ made a crucial uicifton upon the tumour in expefletiori o? facing 
the matter flow out; but not a drop appeared. He therefore according to the 
rules of his art, put on it a poultice of pounded green leaves of Nim* and 
having bound the part with linen,'he went away. At night fome tokens of gid- 
dynefs and Twooriing made their appearance: where upon he took away the li¬ 
nen from his neck,-and drank fome rofe water, and fome other ftreng^heners; 
and ‘his pain abated: but "he was exceedingly uneafy. Mean while his rrv „ 
and principal officers and dependants liad filled the ball of audience; and fome 
had pitched tents in the very yardwhere they were prefect day and night, t - * 

"ether 



* This is a tree with fmall dentated leaves, that produces afnal* yellow Berry of a fweetidi 
tille : all Hindians make oft of it'in topical applications, often <th lingular fuccefs; and this rmgjce.. 
pf tlicir’s deferves more attention than the difdainful European is pleaftd to pay to tt. It is 

large tree of a fine green: the leave, exceedingly bitter, the tree lofty and of the forrdt kind, thr 
■wood lard, brown and finely veined. 
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gethcr with tire phyfi clans. I was invfelf filing clofeto the curtain, that parted 
the hall from the cfolet; ind I lived and flcept on fome bedding which I had 
Cent for. Roh-eddm-holfem-qhan, fon to S£if-qhan, who had thefe many months 
become an ally of the diftrefled prince, fleept cloie to me, together with my 
yo””ffer brother Naky-aaljT-qHan, and the phyfician, Doftor-rtiefihi * and fome 
other n. ” of the art. There were over againft me two learned men of thefiri? 
ai -V, v’ ^ hid juft arrived from Iran (or Perfu) and who having been • pfefented 
ro . t j ’ been fo gracioirfly received by him, that there "was no dbubt 

„ - .iis ir > gi hem fome office adequate to their eminent merit : theft 

were Aga-abdollah, the 4 -ince of the learned ones of Iran, who undentood all 
fciences, and efpecialiy’ tlioft of the • fpecuiative kirid-j and the learned*and pious 
Seyd-mahmed-turbety: thefe two learned men were fond of ronverting with me; 
and they pa (fed every day fome hours in my corner, putting up fervent prayers 
for the prince's preservation ; but as there is no parrying the Shafts of fate, -the 
\-<7und continued to look worfe and. worfe, u-ntil at the beginning ot tire night 
on the agth of Djemadt the firft, -foroe delirium* mtidc ita appearance-: the prince 
fpoke fome in' coherent words,- as if he had'been a Gentoo*. This ft range* appearance 
ft'ruck Shfeh^mahmed-djehan-yar*, who although one of : his principal military com* 
mantlets, was**fkiHed in • phyfick: fot that-art dad-been hereditary in his familyi: . 
fo a; to I tranfniited-to him from his father;-(and as he wa* now affiiling the 
eatt a lookat me, at- the very ; raoment- I was turning my eyes- to.wards 
him: no orjl was uttired oh either -fide; but he went away : at-this fight, that 
’^ongof friends and perfons of diftu>aion, lott all hopes, ,it-being concluded that 

" ‘ tha 
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: . word %yic ’ated tj thole of file the Mtfab, or ’of a Mefftah Me'M ! for the 

■*,’*** «■»» •* a* gffW W!»°r ^ 

'.'..oftam-cd. recount that his very breath reftored to health thofe that chanced .0 . - , 

’ thole founding tides Extraordinary among!* pfcyficbw *. they-are given them t*y. 
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the matter jjvthe neck, had ; mw ftruck. -up into the 


p«th of ssjd* brain. At abou^ ih.e^BiortURgjthe prijvjCfhimfjplf feeling fome tiring new within his 

ahraad-tjhan. t , r ‘’ " t J * * 

pfirfpn, ordered the prifop$j$p be fet open, hnd charities to be distributed in abon- 
Uance: hstydly (eqtthc order, when the veiled ones of the fandtuary. com- 

jnenyed. weephfg, Johing^ and it appeared .that it, was on account of his being 
in a fwpon, It now tjhc fecond hour after day break; and this b ypg t j w 
foment - where he heard die call ;oC his creator, he. anfwered:,/ ti t rea4y, v ^ 
departed towards t)ie regions of eternity., It yas.the twenty-fith ' ur ^ 

Pjemadi* rn ths year ii$ 9 ,■, verfg: i ,, : £ 

ji# beo-nr^Lmr oi>«v ,p il \> itertVxzi'u-* i,j /M 1 v>v.!s-<\A ,r 

"The world hap remained behind; but he ca-ried. tyith him all the good 

; ‘ifi-hp had done.'* . 

Whdft he was in a fwbon, the ■women , of his houfehold Tent for the learned 
ihd pious men, that were 'in his feryiqe* deli ring them to , ptonuunca Tome prat¬ 
ers to make him recover from the fit. And <?ti this, Tome Of the hi went in, 
and obferved that he was ftiiltakingdri the .tfo. or three ■, mouth Ails of air that 
were yet df-his portion; tyttt they returned linnjedlately;, back* hashed in tears.’ 
Mh-akdol-hady, who undorftopd the durahip petfefHyv ,a»d ,fras. Jeft .a book which 
prbvgs that lie compofed W poetry as elegantly. hf did ip pypfe, .went t in with 
tlid'Othersand on catting his eyes upon him; he -w^s,foyfb'uck ; 'w, ] Vij 'o ear. 

ainfce, that- he fell down fenfeleli;-fome eunueks-and foins.-wonicp tool .urn. up, 
artti r brdiight Mm into (he/hall, where he remained fpeechlefs .a»d fenf^lcjh* Be 
frig put into a chair and carried to his houfe, he feemed to recover his fenfes: 
but about two o’clock the next morning, he expired. ' j* s mercy and 

grace reft upon that worthy Seyd for ever I He was born [ a i.' ’^ecigal, bur 

br«d and educated at Shah-djehan-abad, where be made a ^reat proficiency in 
the ftjeh'des and the belle-letters; he Was fond of psv-v, particularly* although 
writing profe with fingul&r elegance,. My bleffcd father fenfible of his ixieui, dad engag* 





e a him to c«m$' to Astm-aLad, for, the purpofe of educating iny two younger 
brothers, S6yd-aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, (to Whom may this falutc of mine 
he wafted); and as the Viceroy Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan, who intended to marry 
ofle of this daughters to Seyd-aly-qban, had taken him into his family, the. il- 
luAriotis Sdyd was likewife taken into his - family, entrufted with the young lord’s, 
edufcat: >’>, and allowed a handfomie penfibnf After Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan s death^ 
b was carried to Bengal by Sayd-ahmed-qhan, who had taken with him all. 
thole *ea{. -u of Azim-abad, whofe riartles have been'mentioned a little above, 

aither he A lowec .that generous prince, arid there he ended his days in that 
ftrange manner, which oe have juft teen. He was cautious of mixing of converting 
with thofe he thought ill educated, being averfc to their company; and he had firch 
a rclifh for folitiide. that he felci'm mixed with others, but paflfcd his fiprfe ill reading, 
in meditating upon poetry, or in conipofmg veriest he had a partiality for my 
converfation and corhpany; and he vtfed to compliment-roe with this oxprelRon, 
« that his cafe with inC was upon a par with a poet who laid to at connoitfevi* "• 
Sir, but for you, iny pdetiy icwld, remain ttnttoufciittttiiing" 

The body of Sayd-ahtaed-qfcan was walhed and: purifyed.. by the pious Seyd 
Saleh, a friend of ■S£yd-mahmed-turbcty's i who being ,freely landed by the way 
of Calcutta, front "the fublimfe gate of the tomb tat .£erbelah, had .juft arrived 
Jr, in company with the flower of the virtuous, the learned Agn-.rdol* 
Ia v trapped it up With a winding ffieet, which ha had brought from that 

(acred tomb; and thofe two venerable men having/ invited.a numerous, affembly 
Of faithful, theh prefem, to join With them in prayers, they performed the office of 
♦’•’S' dead- over his corpfej and then taking it up, they carried it by turns to 
Djaaferi-b' gh, a fleafamir garden, whire'.they committed -it to the earth. As the 
two brothers, Ncv',zt(h-mahmed-qhan, and Sayd-.ahmed-.qhan, as well as their own 
Aiy-ve'rd'yvq-ha.'.; JVd within the year, at a few -months diftance frqm.cach- 
other, the- chforiogram ^hich'"Was compelled for die firli> might as wv.l fcjw. rot 
the two others. 




] 

As foon as the deceafed was carried to the grave, his eideft Ton Shaocat-djiing,. 
who had been a perfon of great weight and influence even in his fathers li>e 
time, came ipto the hall of audience, and pretending to be greatly affe&ed and. 
overcome with grief, he flied hypocritical tears, and, in token- of deflation* 
threw his turbartt. on the ground. As I, the poor man, was reputed a perfon? 
of confequcnce in his father’s court, 1 thought it incumbent upon me to aid a 
part in fuch a moment ofdillrcfs; and taking it tip therefore Irom ' !« grom.' ,i 
1 put it again upon his head, and rolled it properly ; anti then T b-'.-u 6t» 

down as chief mourner: after this I introduced the prinoip mih ary., 
der Sheh-djehan-yar, with Tome other perfons of diPunPioiv, who came to con-, 
dole with him in the manner ufual in Hindoltan, tp" offer him their ferviocs,, 
to profefs their attachment to his perfon, and to delire his fitting on his 
father's Mefned, as heir to his dominions and cikite. This being done, I en¬ 
gaged the young Prince to difmifs every on© of them with promiles of .favor : 
a moment after I Tent, for a tent,, got it-pitched? in-tbe hall of audience, and ap¬ 
pointed it for his fleeping place during three days. 7. he fccoud day in the- u.ouh 
ing, I waited upon him, and I could fee plainly that he did every thing,in his 
power to win my heart by his attentions: he obferved that it would be proper to 
fend a fupphquc to his grand-uncle ; and he requefted me to dwvup the 
of it. His pleafure was complyed with upon the Tpot; ana th© letter being tr 4 <in- 
feribed fair, was difpatched direftly. But feventeen days .before his y 
mifc, that Prince hitnfelf had fallen Tick of that drop heal diftemper which m car, 
ried him to his grave; and what is ftrange, his nephcw.at PBraniab, unaware how 
near be was himfelf to his own diffolution, was bemoaning; and fobing, and com¬ 
plaining of his ill luck in there very words: « No* that the time isCOme for my. doing 
«* fomething, 1 am my felf out of order." So little, apprebchfive wash, of his ap¬ 
proaching fate, that he gave a drefs of encouragement' to his tgent, and font him 
to Moorfhoodabad with meffages full of kmdneis to th- -.ncipal military com- 
inanders, as well as to the grandees, of the court, and the principal c:t;-cns.: re- 

com-. 
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eonomending to hiur in the '•drought terms, to tpare'nothing in endeavours to 
bring them over to his party. Good God! how ignorant, how. unaware is man! 
out in fadt this ignorance is one of the wheels that put Jn motion the pie- 
eitablifhed order and government of this world: and were that ignorance lefs 
ofound, and lefs compleat, it is evident that the world .could not exile; nay 
to all appearance thetie would be an end of all religion, and an end of ail thoughts 
• f -rity,. . The letter made a deep irnpreffion on Aly-verdy-qhan : on reading the 
> -ri . greatly and. taid : now that I have lojl.my feathers and, wings, there 
j or ye, but to repair to my maker. .Having (aid this in a mournful 
.tone of voit-. he anh cred the letter by condoling with the,children of the de- 
ceafed, and by recommending to Shaocat-djung in particular, to live upon good 
terms with his brothers, and with ail the members of his father's family, as well 
as with all its dependants. The anfwer was accompanied by a drefs of condole¬ 
nce for every one of the brothers; and with a patent of governor of PSraniah, 
“ for Shaocat-djung, but under condition : that he fliould converfe and cberifh 
« a vi his father’s.friends, take care of all his dependants and fervants, and love his 
« fuhjehts as his own children.” The .letter was fent by his chief of the kitchin, 
•Mirza,zin.el-aabedin. Shaocat-djung, who dreaded Aly-verdy-qhan’s difpleafure, 
feemingly complied with every one of the injun&ions in the letter; and putting 
his hands upon his eyes and head in token of chearful compliance, he 
o obey every one of thofe meffages brought him verbally on the 
his great uncle: after which, he made a handfome .prefent to the 
,v Tenger, and fent him back fatisfied and well difpofed. All this being 
he in a favourable hour, aHrended the chair of rovereignty; and as 
,e had waited,only for fuch a moment, he made bafte to give fpecimens 
Irs •' ofl' 1 rgv a nd fupinenefs. An elderly woman of the feraglio, w'hofe 
-newas Dli-c^ and to whom the deceafed, who was a connoiffeur in merit, 
1 given the title Dana-anr.ga or the phoenix of wifdom, refigned the fervice 
(!a t very day. She was a great friend of mine, and feemed to be fo greatly 

attached 


warn 


1' ^80? >3 • 

attached to 'nfe, that on the very day I tefignAl the fervtce, fhe fent for me, and 
hearing of my relblut'ion to quit P8raniah, fhe did'all !he could to diffuade me 
from fuch a Hep. “ I look upon Shaocat-djuilg, fald Ihe, to be my own child and 
■a f on . and he is fillifig for me the place that had been filled by his father • 

*:■ but he Teems to be difiobed of the garment of common fenfe: heisdri..'' vv j,^ 

«« t he wine of ignorance ahd fiipinenefr, and giddy with the fumes of - Jt h and 
“ imprudence. Neverthelefs do not forfake him: certainly you owe much to 1 
« father's memory, and not a little even to me, although I fb' . 1 
« C) f your feebleft' well-wifiners; but after alt, we have both Acquire w<gbts upo.. 
h your gratitude : I am'then of opinion that you ought out 'of regard'to us, to 
fe i;.r c ; o n yuurfdf the trouble of font., pffide, fuch & that of fiime-mindior, rn 
u ordc V to itifpea the affairs of revenue and government, and to take'care of the 
« corrcjj^bndence with' the Emperor and with Aly-verdy-qhan, as well as with the 
grandees of Bengal, and all the men in office in this province. On the other 
A hand, I conceive Car-guzarlqhan to be a man of 'importance, as b-*'; tb^. 

“ many years at the 'head of our army. Do then join together cordially to pre- 
« vent Sb8let-djurig*s' name and family from going to wreck.” I aufweted this 
«« lady, that what fhe fald, Was rcafonable and proper ; hut you know*, added I, 

“ that 'kadcat-cpung will never content to all that: and On the’eontrary, that he will 
« jiften only to the giddy and the profligate that throng about his perfon, read' to 
“ jump head-long into whatever is likely to promote the ruin 01 his fami:,, 

« l \»s own. All what you propose, is rcafonable; but all that cannot be uohcwitnouttbe 
“ maker's content; and we are nothing but fervahts." As iUt worthy woman was full of 
fehie, flie acknowledged the probability of what I faid, And approved of my fhynefs. 

A few days after Sayd-atimcd-qhan’s demlfe, I obtained a bounty of five thoofrtfc. 

i ' 'i : *• \ Rupees 

----- ■.T-TT——— -^<1.;^, ^ r ' 


’* This was Siyd-abmcd- t]han , ii title ; ami it 'fignlfie* the jApetucus h \Y*ts> 
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rupees for the learned Aga-kbdoll&; of whom we have already fpoken, and 
another of a thoufand for the glorious Seyd Mir-mahmed; and having put thofe 
fums in their hands, and got them difffiiffed with honour, I ootained leave tny- 
feli, and rcfigned the fervice. The lady in question hearing of my final refolution 
thereon, fent me’ five thoufand rupees, to bear the charges of mv journey. She 
was a roman of uncommon underltanding; and^ although low born, and from 
QjVft- of the 'ovfeft clans of Catec, ffie had fo far acquired her mailer s good 
opini'os, ho entrufted with the government of the. whole of his houfehold, 

i.rs which r ed with the utmolt fidelity the treafures depofited in her 

cultody; ana ved with fo much condefcendence and fo much in¬ 

clination to do good, that otk of thoufands of officers, civilians, revenuc-colleaors, 
dependants, and penfioners and Servants, few, very few mull be thofe that ffie did 
not oblige as often as opportunity ferved; and few thole who in the difficult 
emergencies of their fituations did not recur with fruit to her interpofi ran. She 
knew how to manage in fuch a manner, as to merit her mailer s approbation, as 
well as that ol c.crj perron in the houfehold; indeed of every man in office. 
She left an excellent character behind, and has been univetfally regretted. 

To return to rnyfclf, 7 quitted PSran'iah, and went to Caran-golah, with inten¬ 
tion to proceed to Azim-abad; when I learned that Aly-verdy-qhan was dead, and 
that t l-d68Uh, his grand-fon, had quietly been acknowledged in the three 

province, of Bengal, Bahar, and 8refl'a. On this intelligence I thought it bed 
tQ tarry at Caran-golah in' order to hear how the -new prince managed with the 
people of Cod; as fuch a knowledge might enable me to take my refolution according¬ 
ly or as time and opportunity lhould point out. Mean while r heard that my 
two younge - brothers, Seyd-aly-qhan and Ghalib-aly-qhan, and alfo my kind ma¬ 
ternal uncle Vehabialy-qhan, (which latter was of my age), had been baniffied 
cut of the province of k-wh^abad, where they all lived: this intelligence prevented 
■say going to that city inyfelf; and as the village of Caran-golah was not a place 

where 
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where one might pals the rainy-feafon, fojn 2 was to return to PSraniah, and to 
take tjiy .quarters again hi the houfe I had quitted; And now to follow the 
order of events, the hiftorians faithful peri mu-ft revert, to Aly-verdy-qhan’s de-i 
milfi, and give an account 0 ; Seradj-ed-d63 tab's taking poffelSoo of. the foveveignw 
ty of thefe rich provinces, and how this event has uttered the ruin of all Hiu- 
doftan, by puting it in the power of ft rangers to paflefr themfelvcs of the 
molt extenfwe and populous provinces of that region. It is ohty after giv- ,g 
fome idea of that event, that we lhall relume in, a proper pip. .•Kncern& 

Shaocat-djung. 


«. 


We have, faid that Aly-vcrdy-qhan, fell into a raffop > habit of body orr 
the ninth of the ftrft Djemadi in the year 1 lG^/fle ftrove for fome time to ward; 
off the evil by a total abftinence from water; but afterwards on obferving that 
fuch a diftemper, when attacking a perlbn of his age, always proved incurable 
(and lie was then in his eightieth year) he ceafed to obferve any diet, or to- 
abftain from water, or to take remedies. Such a Rate of tliings cauld not but great¬ 
ly alarm Biby Gabaffity, his eldeft daughter, who was now relief of his hephew’ 
Nevazilh-mahmed-qhan^ She had this long while cantonned herfelf at Moty-djil,, 
where on feeing how matters went, ihe had diftributed elephants and lacs of rupees,, 
to die troops of her deceafed hufband, in hopes o£ engaging them to Rand by her,, 
again ft Seradj-cd-d631ah. She received their lolemri promifes,, and toe bhs 

>v hen . cycrfes ace at hand, they engage into fuch liberalities. It is rc r ... that 
on it becoming public that Aly-very-qhap was drawing to. his end, fome of the 
principal perfpns- of the city, fearful of what might happen after his deceafe, 
requelicd to be .recommended to. Seradj-ed.dbBlali, by putting their hand 
within his: the old man fmiled at the requeft, and laid, ** if s you perceive 
after my hath tuat he has been for three days together upon good, terms with his 
grand-mother,. then you or any others may have a chance fives:' So well did 

he know the mja’s charaaer. After having faid tlrefe words, he lived to the- 

Saturday 
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'Saiurflay following, \vMdi w&s t!i<r ftinth ctf the nkfetth of^Redjeb in the yesjtf 
ti6g; and at five o'clock in the mornfag, he departed this life, and Repaired 
to the manfions of divine mercy. Imtfiedliatdy after his departure frjs principal 
fervants and relations aflfembldd, and after having purifyed his body, and wrap* 
pod it ,up far a winding fhect, they took it up at midnight, and carried ft, pur fil¬ 
ing ' his nmr\ appointment, to the feet of his mother, which is entombed at Qhofiu 
bagh on $Jha| fide erf the river oppofite to Maty-djill. 0 lord! £kmkl yob fu* 
nijhbim , t for he hyour crtafur.e t dud output; cuxi fiwudd you fer -givt 'hm % n$ 

wonder, for yiK art tb.% mjl menjfvl tf. the mtnyjui *. - • r • 

Aaly-verdy-qban from Ms very youth {hewed a ferrous tarn of mind, averfe 
from profligacy and debauch, and from every thing that favored of drunkennefs f 
nor did he feem to have much tafte for fuch amuferoents as muGc and 
dancing, or for the coriverfatibn of women; he prefered to pais his time in 
feeding prayers, in reading the word of Cod, or in penifihg fotne book of hifto- 
ty ; and he has affirmed more than oiiee that he had never been guilty of fornication 
or of drinking wine: for he bore a mortal averlkm to thofe two defilements. He aU 
ways rofe two hours before day-light; and after having gone through the 
ufual evacuations and ablutions,• he performed fome devotions of fupenrogition, 
.ancf at. day break he faid his prayers of divine precept, and then drank >coffeo 
wi,di forne. choice friends: at feveno’elock he went out and (ate in itatc in the hall 
of audience, where he Viftened to the reprefentations of his military officers, of his 
civil officers, of all the perfons in office, and of the grandees of hi s court, giving 
audience and a patient hearing to all comers whatever; and any one could fpcak to 
him as long as he pleafed. Every one reprefented his affairs, and received 
fuch an an«ver‘ as his cafe required; in general, fuch a one is was diBated 
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* This prayer is ia Arabick, and part of the fervicc for the dead. 







by goodnefs and a firm intention to oblige. This audience always lafled two 
hours, after which he retired into a clofet, where he was attended by fome 
perfons who were to attend at that place, for inftance by fome choice friends,, 
and by his relations, fuch as NevazUh-mahmcd-qban, Savd-abmed-qhan, and 
alfo by Seradj-ed-do81ah, if prefent: after that, he amuied himfelf fora full hour 
with converfation, with hearing verfes, reading poetry, or lillening to feme plea- 
fingftory; to which we mud add fome occafiona! orders, which he would give 
about fome difh or other* which was always drefiing in his prefence a* lat time: 
to the care of which was appointed either fome of the perfons tftcSi prefent, or 
fome perfon frefhly come from Perfia, or any other country renowned for good 
cookery; for he was fond of good eating, and had a taile very nice and very 
delicate* Some times he ordered the meat, fpice, and other neceffaries, to be brought 
in his prefence, and he gave his orders to his cooks, often dire&ing them, and 
often inventing fome new method of proceeding: mean while the heads of of¬ 
fice, and the gentlemen and noblemen of the hall of audience were in full atten¬ 
dance, to be occafionally introduced, whenever they had any thing to fay. As 
foon as the cookiug and drefiing was over, the butler prefented himfelf with a 
number of qhoans or trays and tables covered with all kinds oj diflies, and 
he fpread a large napkin: the tables covered with vi&uals were Tent to 
filch of his friends, as he chofe to diftinguifh, always adding fome thing 

from thofe difhes which had been drefied under his direction. v< At 

. f \ / 

dinner the converfation ran upon the good or bad tafte of each difh in 
particular, reafoning nicely upon their fcveral flavours, and taking himfelf a mouth 
full and no more, from every one. The dinner being over, his guefts wafhed 
their hands and withdrew ; and this way of never eating but with a numerous 
company of gueft, was hiscuftom: it was in general in a company of men; but 
row and then he chofe to dine in the fanfluary, and then he had a like company 
of women, but not one of them, a ftranger: being all his daughters, grand¬ 
daughters, or nieces or relations. After dinner he retired into a clofet to 

take 


take a- nap- at which time the ito ry tellers and bed-watchmen attended and did 
their office *. At about one o’clock he was awake, and after the ufuai evacuations 
and'ablutions, he performed his purification and his noon-prayers: and thefc being 
over, he read with a high voice a chapter of the Corant, and then performed h, S 
afternoon prayers; after which they brought him a cup full of water, cooled with fait 
petre or# ice { accordingto the feafon, and he drank it off at a Angle draught ; 
whichfineJe draught anfwered all his neceffities, without any addition whatever, tor full 
twenty ft - hours. After this, the curtain of the room being folded up, a num¬ 
ber of pious Vad learned'men were introduced, fucl,a.s that prince of , earning, dio 
learned Mir-m-hmed-aally-fazyl, {may Cod perpetuate h.s honors)! Naky-c81y- 
qhan- DoQor I-Iadi-qhan, the phyfieian; Mirza-h6flcin-fefcvi, and another learn¬ 
ed man from M81.a«, whofe name I have forgotten : all thefe being introduced wuh 
refpecl were- honored with a^reqtieft to be (bated.; in general ha attended to thefc 
learned afiembfe in a hall fet a. part for that purpofe: over again!! bis own 
Mcfned but on the oppofite. fide of the hall, another Mefned was always fpread 

for Mir-mahmed:aaiy-fa#» with a large pillow at the back of it, (That learn¬ 
ed 


• In a country where there are fo few books, and were not one man an v thoufand, can read, 
and not c.ne in a million has any inclination to read, ftory-telling becomes a profeflion very ufeful to 
E eeat men,, but for what? to-Wfeme thing? no: only to lull themtofleep. 

+ It is unlawful! to read theCoran in any other manner than with the voice, and ihd higher the voice, 
the greater the merit, 

. r c T rr-'tM at three or four days North Weft c/ Moorfhoodabad, 
t The mountains or rather hd s Jyg fuch icc , the Indians have a method of 

produce natural Ice to the , , n ’ d n0 0 ,her) ex-pofed the whole night to a ftill weather, 

jttanufafturing a^Scrnl ice wuh bo ^ a crowa . B «<(a ftridcing Angularity)! This 

whs;re rf congeals in plates o ^ 1 ■ j nQt on ! y by finking the plates in an excavation two 

boiled water needs be (lie.terc tom . ' ’ xj^ b fcreening it with matts of Itraw. This ice is 

feet deep, .where they are raugm n r. , j_' fufficic'nt quantity has been procured, it is thrown 

manufaauredfrom November to February ^d ^ ^ ^ 

in heaps, and rammed down m a c ‘‘ further defended from the heat by an additional 

thick coverved with to» : nay the clofet Ulctf is lurtner ue. 

roof of draw, riling fome f eet above the other. 








ed gentle jjan ufcd always to conte i:itd tbp, palace by the water-gate, that be* 
ing the nea.rcR:') As foop as his Paleky had landed him at the .rails of the 
terrace, wlfch is on a level with the maid hall, (a privilege granted only to 
three per Tons more, all princes of the blood), and he had commenced afcendi'i>g 
the fteps towards the audience hall, which is not a (mall dillanCe, Aaly-yerdy- 
qhan ufed to rife, (and to Rand upon his own Mefned, waiting his walking in, 
When the learned man had advanced fo far towards the hall, as to i ave his flippers, 
apd Ire had entered into the hall (and this was a vadfpacious building), then t' "Viceroy 
■quitted, his Melnud and advanced fome fteps: and having made him a jerpeftful bow, 
the fa-lute was returned in the fame llyle by die learned man, who wentand took his feat 
at the Mefned prepared for him. After his being feated, Aaly-verdy-qhan returned to 
his own Mefned, and refumed his feat; and then, he fent him a final) pillow, one 
of thaptobr always placed on the right and left of the prince’s mefned. Immedi¬ 
ately after, the Iloccits *' of Mir-mahmed-aaly-fazyl, of Naky-c8ly-qhan, of Doctor 
iJs'di-qhan, and of Mtrza-hoflein-fcftfcvi, were'brought in, and prefenmd to them. 
Aaly.vercly-qhan himfelf never fmoked, but he drank coflee, and it was diftri* 
buted.round. Coffee being drank, a pillow was placed before the learned Mol- 
tani, and .then a Coran was fet upon it; being one of thofe written by Sheh-mali- 
med, fon to Yac3b*Calini or the Caliriian. It was a copy of one of thofe exem- 
pjaries, \vi■ ich having been drawn up according to the rules of the Ima nites , and 
then prefented to xhz Lord of Command\ who approved then.v«th the word Cdajl t which 
he wrote underneath, were ever after .reputed authentic, and called by that 

epithete. 


* The pipe which is an inftrumeut' fo plain as welt as dean with Europeans, and fo Hevenly rich and 
cofUy with the Turks, is with the Indian > aii apparatus called Hocca {Hoocaw by the Europeans) t u: of 
an ingenuity, elegance and cleatmefs, that would infpire an inclination to fmoke even to thofe tvho 
naturally detcfl the very find! ct tobacco in any ftiape. Sec the remark 120, fe&iori nth. 

•f Svjins/;t, The Ceram of the two fe£b differ only In two words, and thefe .pvo upon* only the 
ablution of the feet. The, Imermite? or Pcm&ficals, arc the Sliyahs, as they ilyI 4 themfdvea ; for 

the 



fcpithete. The learned "MSUany read ^ne or two chapters of it, tranffat;:^ at the 
fame time, phrafe after phrafe ; and the niceties and difficulties ir> thole chapters 

l * 

were occafionally elucidated and explained by the Lord Mir-mahmcd-aalv the 

kahied. Some times Aly-verdy-qhan himfelf would offer a queftion > or aik about 

feme particular p&fFage; in which cafe he was anfwered by Mir- mahmed-aalv- 

fitzyl./Tbefe conierenees and readings alwayt lajjtcd two hours; after which the 
, \ . • * t 

Lohd-ieyd rufe, and Aali-verdy-cjhan having as ufua! advanced feme fteps, made 

■y\ v 

him a'ref ' ' how, and remained {landing until the Lord had put on his 
flippers, and - »s advi^idng to his Paleky: at which time he returned’ to his Mef- 
ned, and refuti.^d his feav, The learned men being departed, the chiefs of offices, 
the general intelligencer, anil the rich banker Djagat-feat with fome others, attend¬ 
ed, and read or mentioned the news of every part of Hindia; or they reported fuch 
fhitements and revenue matters, as had remained front the morning audience; 
and this fecond audience like wife took up two full hours. Some times Neva- 
- rifhrmahmpd-qhan attended; and fome times it was Sajrd-ahmed-qhan, if in 
towrr; and fome times Seradj-ed-do81ah. Thefe being departed, (he room was in* 
ftantly Tilled by a number of facetious perfons and other bonnets people, fuch as 
Mirza-fliemfeddm; Mirza-zin-el-abcdin, the butler; Mirza-caxem, chief hoUterer, 
and chief of the candle and oil-office; Mir-djevad-cooch begliy: and the Hcr- 
' Ma!uo8d * with fome others of that Itamp; .and for about tvfo 


v «hj. 


' : ’ 

y Tadi/ii JMs 

!'<»»• 


hours 


(f. 

the word Shyah 


. * 


3 ' ft par at iftes or fclufmatics. The Lord of Command, i$ no other than that 
fame Imatn-Mebdi who dlftp^ared under one of the lafl Qhalifs of the lioufe of Abbafs, btr is to 
a^?ar again at the end of the word, to convert all miuwnd to tad true fett, tbat.is, to t hfrdkyi/m 
or Imanfnt* • . 

* MahmSd-hedjra. To was introduced m the hall* not as acuricfity of the Hermaphrodite hind (for 
the fpecies is fo common in- India, as to pats totally unnoticed) but ouiy as a cracker of jokes and farcafms. 
There are three forts ofmenYiw Var the name of Hfdjm cr Hermaphrodite in India: thofe that are na- 
.arally fo, by having the two fexes full and diftina, one over the other, or one within the other; or only 
in part, or a cohfufcd meddiey of both. This is the full dais. The fecoad, called Htdjra likewife, and 

‘ alio 
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Saturday following, wAs tile ninth of the month- of Rcdjeb vi the yeaf 

1169 ; and at five o’clock in the morning, he departed this life, and repaired 
to the manfiorls of divine mercy. Immediately after his departure hjs principal 
fervants and relations affembled, and after having purifyed his body, and wrap* 
ped it v up ’rt a winding fheet, they took it up at midnight, and carried it, purfu- 
irtg his ewn appointment, to the feet of his mother, which is entombed at Qhoffit« 
bagh on thi»t fide of the river oppofite to Moty-djill. & lordl Should you pu- 
rijh him, \ wu.-Jer, for hi :s yvur ertature, andcuifrit; and jkwdd yon for give him, n$ 
•wonder, for art mertyful tf. the mereyful *. 

I . 

Aaly-verdy-qhan from Ms very youth {hewed a ferrous turn of mind, averfe 
from profligacy and debauch, and from every thing that favored of drunkennels; 
nor did he feem to have much tafte for Rich amufements as riiftfic* anti 
dancing, or for the converfation of women; he preferred to pals his time in 
teeing payers, in reading the word of Cod, or in perilling fome book of hi (lo¬ 
ry ; and he has affirmed more than onee that he had never been guilty of fornication 
or of drinking wine; for he bore a mortal averfion to tbofe two defilements. He aU 
ways rofe two hours before day-light; and after having gone through the 
ufual evacuations and ablutions, he performed fome devotions of fuperrogition, 
and' at. day break he faid his prayers of divine precept, and then drank coffee 
wish fome. choice friends; at feveno’clock he went out and fate in ilate in the hail 
of audience, where he liftened to the reprefentations of his military officers, of his 
civil officers, of all the perfons in office, and of the grandees of his court, giving 
audience and a patient hearing to all comers whatever; and any one could fpeak to 
him as long as he pleafed. Every one reprefented 1ns affairs, and received 
fuch an anfwcr'as his cafe required; in general, fiich a one, as was diOated 

by 


Tbi3 prayer is in Arabick, and part of the fervicc for the dead. 
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would awake, and afk what' hour it was ? and who was prefent ? and being ans¬ 
wered accordingly, he took another nap, waking and afking by turns three or 
four times every night. But at all times he was awake and up, two hours before 
the dawn of the day, to- recommence that circle of evacuations and occupations 
vt^iich -ve have been juft defcribing. Jie was lo bountiful in rewarding his fer- 
vapts, and in obliging his minifters^ his relations, and ali thofe that' could ap¬ 
proach hi 1 , that Ms character in that refpea is almoft beyond belief. He re¬ 
membered very one of the friends, and acquaintances he had ever had at Shah- 
djehan-abad, and fuch efpecially as had-obliged him in his days of diftrefs and' 
poverty; and- whenever he could difeover any of thefe or any of their children 
or of their defendants, he never failed to fend for them from that capital, and 
to make therm inch prefects* or >o promote them• to fuch offices, or to put fuch 
emoluments in their way, as they had-never fb much as dreamed of. And when 
thofe lie had'enriched in this manner,.came to die,.he took fuch care of their 
widows, clu.M'-n and he;r.^, as no man in thefe hard times; and none even in 
times paft, ever took of his-own relations. His adminifttation was fo full of- 
Ibnity, and his attention fo intenfe to the fecurity and quiet of the lubjcct, and 
of the hufbandman efpecially, that none of them can be fatd to have been fo much 
at their eafe on their fathers knees* or in their mother * lap; nor was there a 
xnarf in office with him, .without excepting his very menial fervants, that-aJia not 
make- fortunes by lacst.roi although he did not (hew much inclination for fuch 
accomplifliments, as dancing and finging, or for an intimate fociety with women,, 
be had an inclination for alt other kinds of pleafures and pafs-times, and knew 
bow to reward thofe that excelled in them: he underftood arts, was fond of 
exqmfite performances, and never failed- to ffiew- his regard to the artiftes. Fond 
of the pafs time of a witty convention, he was himfeif excellent company ; :o 
fir, as to be hardly equalled by any of his contemporaries. A prudent, keen, 
general, and a valorous foldier, there are hardly any qualifications which he did' 
«ot poffefs; and. few are-the virtues which lhaU not-be found to have made part 
of his - charaCler; Singular 
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Singular inftane.es of his prudence and foreGght may be cafily remembered 
to this day. About the latter end of his reign Nizam-el-mulk came to die, 
and his f>n, Nafyr-djung, having fucceeded him in all his dominions, chanced 
to be kilted by a confpiracy of the Afghans in his ter vice, as he was march- 
ing againft the French of P81churry : this was compaffed by MuzaFer-dj’ing, 
who was fon to his filler; and had come to an agreement wifh thofe flrangers, 
by whom he was vigorously fupported. But the new prince bein; flain foon after, 
as well as the Afghan conlpirators, he was fucceeded at the time by Sey/mahmed- 
qhan-Selabet-djung, who by the affiftance of thefe fame Preach wa*> teated upon 
the throne of Decan: revolution memorable which rendered M8fhur B8fhi * the 
man of the upper-hand, and put it in his power to write a very lofty pompous 
letter to Alv-verdy-qhan, with the purpofe of recommending the French of Farafh- 
danga t. This letter, although flighted, made in fa£l a great impreflion upon 
his mind; and as he knew with how fparing a hand providence had bellowed 
on Seradj-ed-do8Iah his (hare of knowledge ^nd prudence; and he was fully fen- 
fible .of the manner he would govern fhe people of upon what bad 

terms he was already with the Military officers, as well as how prone he feemed to 
fall out with the Englifh of Calcutta; he ufed to compare his chara&er and turn 
of mind to that of Naflyr-djung, and to aTure in full company that as foon as himfelf 
Ihould be dead, and Seradj ed-do81ah fhould fucceed him, the hatwtn wovilipojjefs. 
themfclvss of all the floret of liindia . As I was myfelf in Scradj-ed-do81ah's fer- 
vice, and fully apprifed of his turn of mind, as well as often in his company, 
and that of his grand-father's^ I remember to have heard that affertion from 

that 


• Monf. de Bufiy, fmee Marquis de Buffy. 

f The natives of Bengal, calling the French Farajifs, whilft the lowed amonglt them maim that word 
into that of nrajhijh and Farajk ; Chznder-nagur, or rather CbunJun-nagur , the French town in Bedo- 
gal, is come to be d.figned by no other appsllation than that of Faraji-^, the French point of land, 
or il you will, the upholderer’s head of land; for Farafb is Hindoftany for upholfter and pitcher of tenta. 









. pimce’s own mouth: nor is my tcftimony a flight one: it whl be fupport- 
cd by feveral perfons, then preterit, to whom I fliall refer; and in faft the pre- 
diaion came to be veryfied juft, as his mind bad forefecn. On account of this 
Angular prediction, I remember that ibis prince being then in the zenith of his 
his general Muftepha-qhan, who had a boundlefs influence upon his mind, 
propofed to him to take Calcutta, and to put all the Engliftrto the fword: No 
anfwer was given to the propofal: the general brought it forward at another 
time, bu with the fupport and recommendation of the Viceroy’s two fons-in-law : 
and no amyer was given again; but as foon as Muftepha-qhan was gone, he 
faid to the two advifers: “ My dear children , Mujlcpha-qban is a Joldier of fortune, 
« and a man in monthly pay, who lives by his Jabreof cour/e he wijhes that l Jbrnld 
- always have eccafion to employ him, and to put it in his power to ajk favors 
"‘for him [elf and friends; but in ihe name of common Jen/e, what is the matter with 
"‘your ownfclves, that you fhouli join ifue with him, and make common caufe of his 
opinion? what wrong have the JCngliJh done me, that I fhoutd wljh them ill? look 
-V yonder plain ,«<rd rnth grafs Jhould yo'ejet fire to it, there would be no fop. 
•« ing its progress-, and who is the man then who fall put out a fire that fall break 
"‘ forth at jea, and from thence come out upon land ? beware oy lending an ear to 
juth propojals again : for they will .product nothing but evilf 
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Account of a ntimbev of learned, or posts men, who lived in Ally-verdi-qhan's 
court, or in his dominions. — Seradj-ed-Jbila commences his reign , by Jlriping 
. and confining his own aunt, Bibi Gatiffity.—Caufe of the war, which be 
declares againjl the Englijh ..— Calcuttd,taken by i. tin. —General difcontent 
againjl Seradj-ed-dbilah.— Account of Shaocat-djung, his -coufin, refumed. 
—Strange character of that young Prince.—Wife advice given him by the 
Author.—Dijfentions between the two princeh Coufins,- -Extravagant letter 
of Sbiiocat-djung’s to Seradj -ed-aofla. —He prepares for war, — Is defeated\ 
and pin.—The Authors difirefsfil fituation.-Seradj-ed-dbSla’s profperity 
declines, on the famous I'abut-djung’s (alias Colonel Clive’s) coming to 
Bengal.—Calcutta retaken.—The Navvab furprifed in his camp, clofe to 
Calcutta.—Submits to a difgracefui peace.—Informed of a conjpiracy, he 
orders cannon to be planted againjl Mir-djaafer-qhan s palace.— I Var bet ween 
the Englijh and French, in Bengal. —The Engli/h objebl to Seradi-ed-doUa's 
keeping a few of them in his fervue.—AnJwer of Meojher Lafs, (Monfieur 
Law) the French commander, and his prediction.—.Mir-djaafer-qhan arms, 
and enters into a fecret treaty with the Englijh.—The Navvab betrayed, 
ana beaten, at the battle of Palaffy. Noble fpeech of his to bis General. 
—The latter proclaimed Navvab. — Seradj-ed-dc%la flies to Radj-mabal, ■ 
is taken, and unworthily ufed.— This fight affefts every by Jlandcr-, and feme 
• • A 
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officers want to ref cue him .— Mir-djaafer-qhan takes poffeffion of the palace, 
where his fon governs abfolutely.—•Abominable character of that young man. 
.— Serad]-ed-dbSlab barbaroufly murdered, by bis order.—Affefting narrative 
of bis death.—End of the firjl Volume. , 
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T HE courfe of our hiftory requires now, that before we part with 
Aaly-verdy-qhan, we give fome account of the learned and pious 
men that lived in his court and in his dominions; or who, coming on the 
report of his munificence, had juft -ime to fee him, before his death. 

The foremoft of them was the Moluvy, or Doctor Nafiyr, a native of 
Sheh-p8ra, and a defendant of .‘hemfeddirc, th t Complaint-promoter, whole 
tomb and monument are in gr/at repute in- the province of A8d. The 
Moluvy’s grand-father had quitted tiie place of his native country, to 
come and fettle in that town in the province of Bahar; and in his youth, 
that is in the times of the Navvab’ Cbaiftah-qhan th—Eorgiven, he had 
been a difciple of Mollah-fheh-mahmed Shirazi, a learned man, who after 
having paffed fome time in Bengal, had quitted India, and returned to 
his beloved country, which had been all this while the conftant objeft 
of his regrets. The difciple, who was enthufiaftically attached to his 
mailer, and to the Sciences, quitted both friends and country to follow 
him into Iran; and fuch was his attachment to his fludies, that although 
he was fo diftreffed, as to travel all the way on foot, from India to 
Iran, he never miffed a day’s lefion. Arrived in Iran, he attended to 
the leffons of the mailers of that country, until he became himfelf a 
complete proficient in the whole circle of Sciences, efpecially in die fpe- 
culative ones; fuch as Aflronomy, Mathematics, and Algebra: fo that 
become himfelf now a man of character and renown, he paffed his days 
in Iran, in honor and affluence: he afterwards came to CabSl, where he 




was 
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was employed as Second, in carrying meflages to the Iranian Governors 
and Grandees of that frontier, as that employment had been lately de¬ 
clined by Mir -gh81 am-mahmed the Mehadian, a man of great eminence, 
and irfcfomparable teaming, who had been hitherto employed in thofc 
negotiations, and had more than once ferved the famous Emir-qhan, 
as a mediator jn ids differents with the neighbouring powers. Moluvy- 
Naffyr, after a long flay in that country, returned to India; and having 
obtained from'the Emperor a fm?ll Djaghir or free-hold in the province 
of Bahar, his native country, he fettled at Azim-abad, where the houfe 
he has railed is ftill Handing, and was, according to his will, left to his 
grand-fon Mahmed-haffen-qhan, who inhabits the fame to this day. 

The fecond of thofe eminent men was DaSd-aaly-qhan, better known, 
under the name of Zair-hoflein-qhan. Be was the eldeft fon of Moluvy-naf- 
fyr ; equal to him in the pradical fcienM which hejiad learned from him; 
and fuperwr to him in the fpiritual ones, Which he h&d only from himfelf. 
At his father’s death, he was appointed not only his uLiverfal and foie heir, 
by a bill of fale in due form; but alfo a-fcnowledgJd as his executor. 
Neverthelefs, v. availing' .iimfelf of tuote deeds, he had the 

eV^rous equity to mak e an equa divifion of the paternal eftate between 
all the members of his family; and it was fuch as would have been other- 
wife required by the laws of God: keeping only fuch a fhare to himfelf as 
he might have been intitled to, in that cafe. After having in this manner 
arranged his affairs, he felt himfelf fired with a defire of vifiting(^) the 
gate of the Pontif of the World, of beholding the completion of Mufalma- 
nifm (*), and of kitting the threlhold of that door which is watched by 
hofts of Angels, that is, the luminous monument of the Prince of Pro¬ 
phets (d) upon whom, as well as upon his pure offspring, be falut and 
grace, yo all eternity! After haviug enjoyed, to his heart’s content, that 
meafure of happinefs, after which his heart had fo long panted, he returned 

(£) Nedjef, alias C8fah. (c) Mecca; Medina. 

tO' 
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to the place of his nativity, where lie paffed his time in afiifting thi Seyds 
and neceffitpus, and in laving his God, by obliging his creatures. In die 
number of caufes daily brought before him for; his decifion, (for he was 
both a Cafuift and a Magiftrate) his foie view was to cut the different fhort, 
to the fatisfa&ion of both parties; always contenting himfelf with his legal 
fees; and this fmall pittance, joined to his portion of tlu j paternal eftate, he 
managed with fo much induflry and economy, as to live honorably him¬ 
felf, whilft he proved a lure refource to the needy and neceffitous, and ef- 
pecially to the forfjken widow, and the forlorn orphan, all which he con- 
conftantly admitted, in great numbers, at his table (a) partaking of a lim- 
pie fare in their company, without pretending to live better by himfelf in 
private j and it would be difficult on that fubjedl to give him all the praifes 
he defervesj nor does the Hiftorian ,'make any difficulty to acknowledge the 
impotence of his tonguey on that txtenfive article. We ought alfo to ob- 

v 

ferve that on ftis remri> from having fe’jfled the facred and friblime threfliolds, 
he altered his name from DaSd aali-qftah, whrh he had, to that of Zair- 

. /I..— 

(a) This part of the £ yt, whicfyis very plain for an Indian, would be very obfeure for 
an European, without a noa. ,r \\d tables fpre,< n India are nothing u "* a painted cloth, 
or even a white cloth, of the form of a long; fquartf, inftance ten rccc jL 
by four or live in breadth, fpread upon a carpet of; teat’ cr, brought with it for thav 
purpofe; or more commonly, upon the carpeting or ma of the room. 7'he mailer of 
the houfe fits on the ground, for inftance on the Northern part, with a dozen or more 
or lefs fmall difhes for his own felf; and there may be two ocher fuch iVread 

on both flies of him, for two guefls, and alfo two more or four, for as many gue/h more, 
which we fhall fuppofe firing on the Weflern and Eallern tides of the napkin. Bat 
below thofe four guclls, the number of diflies go on dirrrinifliing in each affbrtment, 
until they reach the Southern fide ; and there the number fhrinks to two or three, and 
thefe.too of an inferior fort very often, as being defined for people of a very different 
ftation. A man, Ihocked at fo much rufticity, obferved, that if thofe people were worth 
the Nairvab’s company, they were worth his victuals alfo; and if not hi 3 vi&mh, they 
were not worthhis company neither, and, of courfe, ought not to fit at all. He was anfwer- 
ed. Nut Jo, Sir; tot are not fuck be aid-hearted men as the Frtnghis : and what for if a man 
to be a Nawab, if it not difiinguijhed by better witf-tcals, and in greater quant ly t than 
his Courtiers? ** Well, let him eat them all to himfelf, in his clofet, in private ; then 
* ( I lhall have no objections to his eating amber-gris and pounded pearl,” (this is fome- 
times done) What ? So great a man to eat alone, with net a few defendants about him / 

hoflein-qhan 




hoflein-qhan (aa)> which he a (fumed, conftantly glorying in the alteration.' 
After a glorious life offeventy years, he repaired to the manfions of- Divine 
Mercy;"' and it was obferved that at the moment of rendering the ghoft, /, 
after a virtuous life in which he had been invariably ferving his God, he 
had that adorable name in his mouth; and that he breathed his laft in pro¬ 
nouncing the words, b God! may the Almighty’s mercy reft upon him for 
ever! 


The third pterion was Mir-mahmed-aalim, one of the moft virtuous and 
mod venerable perions of Azim-abad j as well as a difciple of Mirza-moez- 
moofevi-qhan, the Poet, His knowledge was in much repute, and his 
compofinons in much efteem and celebrity; but I cannot fpeak properly 
of them, having no perfonnal knowledge of either. 

The fourth was the Moluvy, or DodV Mahmed-aaref; one of the moft 
learned men of. his.rime, and ®ne of thcte tn&floH of corners and retire¬ 
ment. l ie was reported to have an jxcelft'jit characf ;r; but he died in the 
firft years of Aaly ❖erdy-qhaifs taking polttflion of Bengal, and he was 
entombed in the Caftle of Azim-abad, where, he had always refided. One 
of his difciples called Shah-gurr (13) or was a pious man, 

(fed : ; ilg Go d), whom 1 ?een. He lived in folitude and celibacy, 

at a diftance from rhe won^ anu he fpent his time in prayer. 

Thc. fifth' was Mir ruftem-aaly, a man fatisfied with his corner; but not 
ddhitute of feience and erudition. This is, at leaft, the character given him 
by the perfons that much frequent religious men. I knew him but little: 

(„) Thefe.whimfical names ought pot to furprife the reader : thefe Fakirs/on devot. 

W themfelves to foch a life, always affume fantaftical titles, as well a, fantaft.cal dreffes. 
There has been at Uah-abad fuch a man as Shah-coot.a, or Sarnt Dog; and fuch a wo- 
- Fakirnee as Shah-coo, ue, Saint Bitch; and we have feen at Moorfhoodabad 

or Saint S».» of .h.Dr.il; Nay Si. my ~ “*»• 

Sheitaa, Saint Devil. 


B 
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but he pafifed for a man verfed in the fenfe of the Coran, and capable of all 
the futilities of explanation. He died at Azim-abad, in Ram-narain’s 
government, and lies buried clofe to the fpot called the monument of Mir- 
afzyl, the Cafnmirian merchant. It was for this following reafon: .The 
Merchant, who intended to embrace the fame kind of life, and was attached 
to him perfonally, got him buried in that; lpot which he had bought for his 
own burial j and on his death-bed, he ordered that himfelf ihould be buried 
at his feet. 

The fixth was Shah-mahmed-aamin, who lived in celibacy a man much 
verled in the fenfe of the Coran, and fo very intelligent as to be inferior 
Only to an Angel. Intent, bofh interiorly and exteriorly, on the ferviceof his 
God, he feemed to be "brim-full of tjte rays of the love, of his Maker. In 
his actions and words he feemed to 'iave no other view jhan that of concen¬ 
tring his own feif in the love of the Eternal Being, and m a bourtdlefs attach¬ 
ment to rhe Infinite O.C. His v> o.ds and adtions made fo much impref- 
fion oil the mind, that 1, the Fjor Man, having gone, or the fame of his 
charaiter, to render iim^a vi r t, felt within myfelf, on entering his dwelling, 
fuch a difguft at t!« avocati >ns of this world, and fo ftrong an inclination 
for abandoning this bd’irfo ,'JJ habitatio../ and for *dflidWn~ myfelf hencefor¬ 
ward to the love of God only, that I w . near ]y reioliitio. °a 

that fubjeft. He paired the nights in adoratu , ..ad mortification, always 
awake } deeping hardly one hour’s time by day. His dwelling was cndlefaly 
thronged by vifitors; brit he was fo intent on the objeft of his love, and he 
pronounced the ejaculation, “ O my Moved!" in fuch a manner; he fetched 
fijeh deep fighs, and drew from his breaft fuch moving fobs, that the hearts 
of the by-ftanders were fet bn fire. He was not deficient in learning; but 
his mafter Shah-mahmed, was famous at Azim-abad for miracles and pro¬ 
digies. Although fully learned himfelf, he avoided explaining the higher 
iciences and difficult pafifages; for whenever his temper foftened,/ and he 
was fomewhat rough and paffionate) he would read le&ures publickly. 


Ths 




The feventh of chofe eminent men was Shah-adhem; and the eighth, 
Haiat-.oeg. They feemed to have intirely forfaken the world, and to 
be fantaftical in their aftions and char afters: people recount miracles 
and great things of them j but the truth of this is only known to God. 

The ninth was Sh ’.h-qhyzyr (or Saint Green) (24): a religious of great 
diftinftion, who lived in Saad-p8r, a town of the diftirft of Befara: he 
was abrupt and fudden, as well as lingular in his addons; but numbers 
of men of fe.de that ufed to frequent him, are full in praifing his high 
charafter; and many attribute miracles and prodigies to him, in fo pofirive 
a tone of voice and with fo much firmnefs, as to overwhelm all doubt. 

The tenth, is ti.e illuftrious Seyd-mir-mahmed-fedjad, or Mir-mahmed, 
the Profterner, w(io by his virtues t -ought in mind, all the merits of his 
illuftrious anceftors* Having once cht fen to live as a monk or religious, 
he became a perfotage of high repr. ., '.'hoy.jjh he did not value the 
world more thar ne did a ftrnw. He war an intimate, friend of my forgiven 
father, under vihofe ^uJpicci be hsil commenced a pt^m on whar concerns 
the other world. He was a man of knowledi jej underftood many fcienccs, 
and had fo many valuable qualifications, b. Ides, r’ .at both tongue and 
-o ^ fail in emit*.* . tn m at length. We have feen a book of 
his compofition: it gives an into the heights to which his mind 

had foared; nor can it fail to give a high opinion of his merit to any one 
that ttLII perufe it. After my father’s departure for Shah-djehan-abad, 
there intervened a fincere friendfhip between this venerable man, and the 
glorious grand-father of me, this moft inconfiderabic of mankind: They 
Teemed mfeparabie. This worthy man, intended to enter in the army, 
and to acquire the merit of fighting the infidels; bur he died before he 
coo Id execute his defig®, nor do I remembe r of the year of his death; elfe, 

miah having been taken up to Heaven in a fiery cart, »s deemed alive by the 

ArX, who therefore call him, the Green or Verdant ; nor is he know* all over the 
Eaft by any other name, than that of SijJjr, ^badja-qbjdjr, the Lord Verdant. 
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I would mention it, May God have joined him to his pious anceftofs, and 
may he havealfigned him a place in his merciful manfions! 

« .. > >i} . \ 

The eleventh, was the grand-father of this vileft of men, namely, 
Seyd-aalim-ollah, the Tebateha, who defeended from Haffen, elder fon to 
grand fon of the Prophet, and came from the place of his burial (2 5)} 
and were we to mention all his virtues and merits, the mention would require 
a volume by itfelf. Suffice it to fay, that he arrived a£ Asim-abad,. in 
the year 1155 of the Hedjraj and in the month of Shaaban of the next 
year, he departed towards the manfions of the divine 4 nercy„ The mor¬ 
tifications and aufterities he underwent, and the miracles and prodigies he 
operated, and of which I have been a witnefs with thoulands of others, 
(becaufe they were always performed in open day ^nd in public), are 
all taken notice of in a piece of poetry of mine, entitled the Nature 
cf the Pontife . Mod of them fiall be found there,* 

/ ; | ■ * 

The twelfth, is theglorious SUh->aideri, maternal unde to my paternal 
grand-mother: he ,was blurry attached td uVfe itc q of ^hyiaiis, and no 
ways inclined to fpfxe the op >ofite fed. Refigned in his fortune, and la- 
tisfied with his eftatc. he w? haughty and overheating to the proud, but 
full ofmodetty and deference with the iy 0 r *~ A ' ^ numblcj L.i« ilrre 

V 

proof of it. Ecber-c 81 y-qhan, father ti the 'sir Mirza-iredj-qhan, whicn 
latter was father-in-law to Sradj-eddo 81 ah, having engaged him by dint of 
intreaties and importunities to accompany him into Bengal, no f f rrkd at 
Bagalpoor, a town for which he took a liking. It happened at that time, 
that the famous general Mahmed-gho8fs-qhan was ill, and of a diftemper 
that grew to fuch a height, that all the by-ftanders, as well as hhnfelf, 
had defpaired ofhis life. Shah-haidery, who hated the man's fed, but loved 
his perfon, and highly valued his military talents, and hecoical prow-ii, 
went to fee him; and he bound himfelf to reftore him to full health, if 

(25) The place of Kaftan’s burial is Medina, ten days north of Mecca: that ofhis 
younger brother HWlein, is Kerbelah, at three day’s journey, weft of Bagdad. 
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would bur embrace the tenets of the Sltvifm (26), the condition was 
accepted} and the dying man having recovered his health, became fo at¬ 
tached to Shahhaidery, that he turned his difciple, with all his chil¬ 
dren, and his whole family; and always paid hittf the higheft regard. 
Matter ; remained on that footing, until the general was flain with his 
mafter Ser-dr-az-qiun, at the battle of Gheriah; upon which intelligence,. 
Shah-haideri quitting his domicile of Bagalpoor, came to Moorlhoodabad, 
where he loaded Aly-verdy-qhan with bitter reproaches, ‘ for his black in¬ 
gratitude: reproaches, which he bore patiently; nor did there come any 
word from that Prince’s mouth, but fuch a-favoured humilty and fubmif- 
hon (26). The pious mart went into the field of battle, where after having 
exhumed GhoSfs-qlian’s body,-as well as thofe of his children, together 
with the few companions of his that had chofen to die with their hero- 
ical general, he earned them to Bagalpoor, where he committed the whole 
to the earth; and dying himfelf feme tears after, he was buried clofe to 
the general, his friead. Shah-djaafry,Vhis „ fon, with lefs bluntnefs of 
zeal, and more modfily, than h?*i father, c y ^ equate, lived in filence, in 
contentment, in refignation, and in tlv/ohlk ; on 0 f the 1 flights and incite¬ 
ments of the work}.T/-"but never dtieleis lie was fo' ^ u cH earned by Aly-ver¬ 
dy-qhan, and by his children, that they pride * flying him the ut- 

xnoft regard; neverthelefs he ric r y. departeif'.dtri the humility of 
Paditioru but lived poor anchke a real monk: only whenever he 
intended to intercede for othv S, he then applied to the great ones, but .it 

I26', I f ^0 cm tracing the fett, Ihould conf.il in no more than in proffering a certain 
form of belief, people would take no offence at it; but the main article, to which the 
new rrofelyte is obliged, conlifts in giving foil language and imprecations, to |tee three 
firft fucceflbrs of Mahomet, and Indeed his heft friends and (launch prpteftors, to wit 
AbS-hecr. Omar, and Ofman. Hence thofe animofiries between the two fefts; the 
Sunnies being tolerant, and the Shyahs intolerant. 

( ,6) The reader may fee in this f.ngle inftance, nmongft many others, traces of the 
profoind veneration, with which fakirs are beheld in India: this veneration goes fc 
far, that even Chriftian miffionaries, who by the Angularity of them am and garb, are 
reputed European fakirs, come in for a lhare of it’s effefts. 
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was in fach a msnnet, as to (hew he did not value -their grandeur more 
than a ftraw*. It happened at fome time that Yeffen-qhan, Fpdjdar of 
Bagalpoof had put an end to the penfions paid by that department to 
poor necefficous people-; but had not touched to that of Shali-djaafri’s, which he 
yfed to fend regularly* but which the onlyiman refufed to touch, unlefs the 
pen lions>f fo many needy people were raftered at the fame time; nor 
did he complain, or even-tma^e any application to Aaly-ve*dy-qhan who 
had fo high a regard for him* But that prince having been informed of 
the injury clone to the neceffitous of thole parts, loaded Yenen-qlvan with 
reproaches and curfes, and ordered the penfions to be re-eftablilhed on the 
former footing; and then only did Shah-djaafry accept his own. He was 
naturally of a firm fearfcfs temper. At the time when Muftepha-qhanj 
after having qiiitcd the fervice, was marching towards Bagalpnor, fome Sun¬ 
ni es, tlHpleafed with the injurious language which he cndlefsly poured againft 
die Prophet’s three firftfiucceffors, t'efered him to his Afghans (27) as a bitter 
enemy of their fcdt; and it was eported that Muftepha-qhan wanted to 
cal] him to account ; but this ret** ncr fr%' !)ten 00 the contrary, 
when that general a rived at g. -galpo^r, the holy man remained firm and 
immobile in his 'boitation, waiting patiently for the c rerun of Martyrdom. 
Luckily for hij«ffhat this threatning evil vanifhed of itfclf. But lus 
Scrmity was no lefa cuh.jjtCuous in an . fi'air, that did Mr* a deal of honor. 
It was about the time of Secad-edabS ah’s nupti Is: a rmifulman wh: 
killed a confocrated bull (5), bad his hand t*.c off by order of Abiram, 
the Hindoo Officer at Bagalpoor, as Repreferitative of Ata-ollah-qhan, the 
Foojdar, then abfent; and although the man went to Axim-abad, and car¬ 
ried his complaints to tlie great and mightp ores, no body took notice of 

(27) The Afghans are all Sunnurs, as is ail Hindoftfin, and the reft of the Mphometaa 
world ; and even feveral provinces of Perfia are Sarmies. {5) Thefe bulb are called 
&wrs, and aje confecrated to God,* as fo many £xvotos a . They have in general an ear 
Hit for difttnchar's, fake,. and are fcnml even m kch grfiat cities a3 Calcutta, vbi*c 
they arc to be feen ;tt -moli croadei markets, perfedUy harrulefs, unlefs they <i;lcever 
another Sanr* They arc all, fat* h\ the Gantco laws, it is capital, to kill one of thefc 
bulb, or cow. 
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Shah-djaferi, fhocked at this negled of juftjfe, joined iflyeVtth the 
injured man i and a general fedition arifing, Ata-ollah-qhan, became very 
tineafy, as a multitude of people thronging at his door, wanted to break 
into hi, houfe. The Afghan generals, Shimfhio qban, and Serdar-qhan,. 
were then encamped without that city, although out of idrvice, and 
they feemed inclined to join the infurgents, ih fo much that the 
fedition was rifmg o a height 5 when the Governor, presented him,, 
felf in the middle of the people, and obferved that Aaly-vcrdy-qhan 
would be injured by this fray, and inccnfed at this affair: Shah-dj crafty 
anfwered: Pacify the injured Seyd , and I have nothing to Jay. I he Seyd 
being fent for, the Governor pacifyed him, by promiiing him a fum 
Of money with fome prefents, and by fwearing to puliifh thofe that had 
maimed him: then only did the malcontents difperfe to their homes. 
There are but few men, that could have muttered on that occaboti, fo 
much courage, and faith, and difmtere.fcednefs as he did. The truth is that 
he was naturally fearlefs and intrepid- and people remember ftill, that 
Shah-diaafery being then a youyg man,.a ? d on a party of hunting, a tyger 
made his appearance; at thjfe light of wdeh, Mahr|ed-c8t8b, elder fon 
to General Gh& qhan, forbade his going fearer. The Seyd fhocked 
at the order, gallopped forward, and jumpng down 'rom his horfc, he 
went clpfe to the tyger, and gave him two or A-er, Trokes of his whip, to 
the amazement of all th< beholder : the animal, inftead of tearing him to. 
pieces- turned tail, and G. iked away, exaittiy like a moufe before a cat; 
th. ; Son of th t Lion of God (28) purfued with vjgor, and would lay on 
as often as his whip could reach the animal. A character fo feanefs, was 
neverthtlefs diftingmfhed by much meeknefs, and!a modefty exemplary: he 
to receive and to entertain all vifitors, partaking in common with them of 
one and the fame humble fare; and in this modefty, .as well as in his reach- 

'*8) Aaly, nephew, and Ton-in Jaw to Mohammed, was for hit: bravery, called, the 
Lien tf God. (But he has many more Epithets). Shah-djaafen, being a de .endant o, 


his, was of courfe his fon. 


nefs 
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fiefs at all times to fupport the complaints, and to promote the interefh of 
the Faithfull (29), without any view to himfelf; he had hardly any equal. 
He died at Mongheir, whilft the Nuvvab Mir-caflim-qhan was refiding 
there in the blaze of full power; but his friends carried to his body Azim-a- 
bad, where he was* buiied in a particular fpot, which he had feledtcd for 
that very purpofe in his life time. May God have done him the favor 

3 3 

of joining him to the choruffes of his pious ancestors! ' 

There were, befules thofe holy men, which we have b&n mentioning, 

numbers of pious and religious perfons, in different parts of Bengal, all 

perfons of character for fanftity. of life and learning; b&t of whqfe life, I 

am not fufficiently informed to commemorate them properly ,here. One 

ofthefe was Shah Gh 81 am-aa!y, in the village of Divrah, about the town of 

Arvel: Shah-bedi-eddin was another; together with others, who defcended 

from Shah-fherf-eddin-yahya of Banc: we muft alfo mention Shah-cahilen, 

in Saher-feram, and Shah-mahmed-mah in Relia, a dependence of Monghir; 

and alfo Shah-nedjm-ed din, Bfette? Known under the name of Shah-m6$lah, 

in the diftrift of SSr^dj-gara, a dependence of Mongheir: \where he lived 

with a deal of cafe -md fatishdion, enjoying a fmalt eftat* in land, the re* 

. \ ... 

Venue of which he fpent in entertaining all comers or travellers that would 
call on him; but fwdcr-aaly-qhan * ho commanded Aiy-verdy-qhan’s 
artillery, having commenced an acquain ance with him, that General made 
application to that Prince for his bellowing on he holy man the fmall par- 
ganah or diftritt of Qtgra, in the dependence of Mongheir; and the requ^ft 
was complied with, with the beft grace in the world; fo that the General 
6ne day prefented him with the patent of it. Now that eftate is enjoyed 
by his defendants, that is by his w ife's relations, who all live comfortably 
upon the produd of it. 


(29) The Author as well as the Saint, undcrltand by that word,, only the Sfyah, that 
is the people of their own fett. 

* There 










There* were in thofe times at Azim-abad numbers of perfons who loved 
fciences and learning, and employed themfelves jn teaching and in being 
taught; and I remember to have feen in that city and its environs alone nine 
or ten profeflors of repute, and three or four hundred ftvidents and difciplestf 
from whence may be conje&ured the number of thofe that mull have been 
in the great toyrns, and in the retired diftridts. Amogft thofe mat fiuurilhed 
in the town of Bahar, the Cazy-g 81 aro-muzaffer, better known under the title 
of Muzaffer -aaly-qhan, was perfonnally known to Aaly-verdy-qhan, who 
appointed him to the office of fupreme judge of Moorfhoodabad. He was a 
learned, ingenious, well behaved man, who wrote well both in verfe and in 
profe. 

. As to thofe men of merit and knowledge, who led by their particular 

deftiny, quited the regions of Iran to come to Bengal and into Hmdoftan, 

and who in particular fettled in fithar and Azim-abad, the firft of 

thofe venerable perfonages was the Prince of the learned and of 

the illuitrious, the Foremoft of the renowned doctors, the Veil-drawer of 

the difficult and hidden pafiages, the Sea. of teachev^ and inftitutors, our 

Lord and Teacher Mahomed -el-medoo-bed-anly, who^changed his name 

into that of Mahmed-hezin (30) the delivered (to wham may God have 

granted a high^lac", in heaven)' • <£ was one oi the defcendants of Sheh- 

tad : -eddin-hibrahim, bet er known tinder the name of Zahed-the-djilanian; 

■ ^ ___ 

—-—-- - IP" " ' ' " 

(|) Thp reader mu ft rate properly all thofe (Indents, and all thofe expreffions*. their 

only object \ws ; the Coran, aud its commentaries, that is, the Mahometan religiori, and 
the Mahometan law. 

(30) That is, Mohammed the affliaed. We have vifi ted Mm twice in 1764 and 65, 
and found him a man of fenfe and alfo of knowledge: but fuch was the opinion fpread 
both of his holinefs and learning, and fuch the profound refpeft paid him, that migh¬ 
ty fovereign" like Shudjah-edd 681 ah, and Mir-caftem-qhan, having made him a vi- 
fit together, he received them fiting; and they, on being bid, took their feats kneel¬ 
ing, and at four yards diftance; and when he thought proper to difmifs them, they advanced 
refpefifully killed his knee, made a profound bow, and retired marching backwards: he 
gave them each a Qhylaat and a Dopata, which they received as a high honour. He told 
me that he had never loofened the cordon of his drawers neither upon a lawful or an un¬ 
lawful occafion, (fuch was his exprefiion) and of courfe that he had never meddled with a 
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and his fame was fpread ali over the world. The reputation of his virtues 
and learning was luch, that his writings and compofitions were as well 
known in India as in Iran: his virtues feemed to be an emamtion ard a ma- 
liifeftation of the powers' of the Supreme Being; and himfelf a creature of 
a particular choice. I confefs, in common with feveral petfons far fuperior 
to me in every fenfe, that in this age he had not his equal: it is even 
probable that all over Iran and Arabia there has not been a man, fo uni- 
verfally learned, as to be reputed a refervoir of every kind of knowledge, 
facred or prophane, fpiritual or corporeal. He was a {landing miracle of 
the divine omnipotence: had ftudied all the fciences; and had fuch a pro¬ 
digious memory, that it is doubted whecher in this laft qualification he ever 
had his equal. His knowledge was fo univerfal, that there was no propo- 
ling to him a queftion in any point of fpiritual Icience or of practical know¬ 
ledge, but he would anfwer it direSly. What fubtility could be pointed 
out in the whole circle of fcience, which he did not unfold ? and amongft 
the mazes and depths of jn what part was he not thoroughly verf- 

ed? In fail he was a wonder and i prodigy of his age. The Emperor Mah- 
med-ftiah, fully appifed of his merit, fent hurt feveral mefiages by the 
channel of Emir-dhan, and Tome other grandees of his capital, requefting 
his being plealed to accept tMe office of Vezir, and to augment thereby the 
Iplendor of his court. But as that worthy thought it a !hrmf to fub- 
mit to the inconveniencies of this wo. Id, he declined the propofal: fur 
being a man of penetration, he knew that the fecret fundaments of the 
Empire were totering, and likely foon to fall down; and therfore he 
paid no regard to the requeft; elfe, whenever the government of a 
kingdom is the bufinefs, and the correction of a whole empire is the 
queftion, men of thofe fuperior talents will never refufe to undergo the 
burthen of a reformation; nor will they think themfelves exempt from con¬ 
tributing to the good of mankind: fo far from this, that they will think 
fiich a burthen to be obligatory on their character. To ftretch too far the 
threads of this narrative on his virtues and excellencies, would be fuper- 

fluous 
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/fluous in this place: bispoefies, glowing every wherewith the fentimcnts of 
his heart, (hall always bear a fufficient ceftimony of his eminent merit, and 
will afford a full information to thofe that never knew him perfonaly. 
It war remarked of this illuftrious man that he came feveral times to Azijn- 
abad on his way to his own country of Iran, and always found himfelf ofi- 
pofed by fate: this is as much as we can fay of him; for to rrft'i'tttctvliis ar¬ 
rival and his feveral voyages with the obftades he met with, would require 
much time, and anfwer very little purpofc, Aaly-verdy-qhan, and his two 
fons in-law, wrote him repeatedly, in the mod; rcfpe&ful terms, fupplica- 
ting the happinefs of feeing him in their'dominions. At each time he re¬ 
turned a polite anfwer, in which he excufed himfelf: but the truth is, he 
never had ,any liking to their perfons, or any inclination to live in their 
courts. From Azirn-abad he returned to Banarefs, where for feveral reafous 
he took-up his abode, and where he jived a long time, until finding hira- 
felf grown feebler, and incapable of 'travelling, he ordered a maufoleum 
to be railed for himfelf; and in the year of .the Hedjra 1180, his foul wing¬ 
ed its (light towards a corner of the Divine Mercy; and, his body was buried 
in the monument which he had himfelf provided. One day (31) as he was 
looking at his tomb-done, he had a mind to write (ome words with his 
own hand upon it, and thefe were engraved, with twq or three verfes of his 
compofition; nor will it prove ami Is to remember them here: at the top 
i,s the blefied name of God: after which are the words: O Beneficent , your 
culprit (lands before you; receive Mabmed-ei-mcdoo -beaalli the Djilanian, Jon to 
Abu-taaleh, and grand fon~to Abdollah , the Pious. But the very day of 
his death, h'e wrote this notice of himfelf in the following verfes at the 
bottom of the (tone: 


(31) He had been fcveral times to fee his done coffin; but that day he fate in it, then 
flretched himfelf at length, and haring found it too long, he ordered it to be fhortened.— 
It was of Cheimar done.—Mtr-caffeiu-qhan once fent him a fum of fixty thou fand rupees 
to be diftribuud amtngfi tbt poor, (this was the ettiqaette expreflion). He would not look at 
the money, fent it back, and aofwered the moft refpeflful melTage in thefe words: nusuid 
tot out think from hence that till it happine/t in Bengal, and that there are ns poor in that country ? 

The 
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€i The dark night of my eitlftence is illuminated by the approach of enjoyment: 

-f To-morrow is judgment oay for me, but it proves a lighted flambeau to my tomb, 

At the two fides of thefe verfes, he added the following ones: 

** Should you alk me yhat I have been doing in this world, I would anfwer, 

* T< I have been atteniing to the language of love, and know nothing eJfe: 

“ Nothing ^Ife, but that I have julb heard here the inviting voice of my Love, 

** Fatigued from his journey, and fenfibie of the pains it has coft him, 

c * Hezia comes to repofe his weary head on this pillow of tranquillity. 

May God’s mercy be upon him! « 

The fecondof chofe eminent perfonages, that came from foreign parts, 
is his Highnefs Sheh-mahmed-haffen, who is equal to the fecqnd Proto¬ 
martyr, Sheh-zin-eddin-aaly. To mention his iiluftrious pedigree, would 
prove as i’uperfluous a talk as it Would be to point out the fun as, a new thing, 
in the middle of a flaming day. He had not his equal in the knowledge 
of the Arabick language, in jurifprt dence, and in the fenfe of the Coran, 
and of its commentaries. As to the methaphifical and profane fciences, 
he was little verfed in them; nor did they attract much of his regard/ but 
he was not a Granger to them neither. His inclination turned him to¬ 
wards rheology, ant! facred knowledge, expreffing little inclination towards 
profane fciences; but he had no averlion to them, nor did he forbid them, 
to his difciple : for he ufed to lay that the ant'ent malters were partaged in 
their opinions, on that lubjeft: and I acknowledge, would he add, my 
inefficiency in thofe two articles, and ,c at a lofs how to determine be-' 
<c tween the two parties, betwixt their right or wrong opinions: God only 
“ knows which is belt.” The Afghans having taken pofleffion of Iran, 
and thrown every thing into confufion, he retired with his parents and fami¬ 
ly to the holy tombs of Kerbela and Nedjef (31), and took-up his abode 
there. But forced by poverty, he came from thence to Shah^cljehan- 
abad, where he attached himfelf to Ab 81 -manftr-qhan. From thence he 

(32) Ally is buried at Nedjef or C8fa!i, a town in the territory of Bafrah; and hii 
fon Hofleis, at Kerbela. 
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had it brought to him in Hindoftan; and 
mean while he was prepofed to infpe£t the. education of the young Mirza- 
djelaled&in-haider fince Shudiah-edd 681 ah, fon to that general. But a s 
Ab 81 -r.)ans 8 or-qhan came foon after to depart this life, and Sudjah-eddoS- 
lah, tjrning giddy with the fumes of profligacy and abfolute power, did 
notchufe to liften to him any more, he quited his court, and renred to 
Azim-abad, where he was taken notice of by one of the Iranians of that 
c itry(33), who perceiving his poverty, made him accept a fum of money 
to be employed in trade on common rifles. The man, little acquainted 
with Merchandife, and little inclined to commerce, put the money in the 
hands of a third perfon, and took up his abode in the maufoleum of 
Saadet-qhan, father-in-law to Ab8l-mans8r~qhan. Mean while his agent 
in trade came from Gorock-p8r with a quantity of Sac8-timber(34)j 
and as Radja-ram-narain, who in appearance (hewed him much legard, 
but in fa<5t hated him heartily, was then', building a palace, he was requeu¬ 
ed to purchafe the whole quantity of timber at the common price, 
and to pay the money at once. Accordingly, the Radjah’s officers went, 
meafured the timber, fet their mark upon it, and for a length of time 
left it there, without further notice. The poor man fent the Radja word, 
requefting him either to take-up the timber and pay for it according to 
the terms agreed upon, or to rekafe it intirely, that any other might 
purchafe it. The Radja, proud c/ his power and fuperior rank, made a 
very Orange and very improper anfwer; and it was in theie terms; I 
« {'ear neither the Weft nor the Eaft, as you feem to imagine: nor have 
« I bought your timber, but out of companion: and you had better 
« think fo yourfelf.” The Sheh confounded at the meffage, anfwered 
in a note, that he had not been able to underftand his excellency’s mef- 
faae “ but as to what you have been pleafed” added he “ to write of 
€t your having no feais: 

( n) Iranians, that is, the Perftans, which latter word ts not known in the Eaft. 

( 34 ) Called W by the European?; It is a kind of Sah<van. which laft wood a called 
r ( (i by the French, and Teed by the Englilh. 
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VERSED kv 

“ There 5 s a certain being called, God, which, you know; 

* f Can ailuage even the biMows of a iionny lea.** 

After this affair, poverty took the upper hand of that worthy mm.. 
Luckily that a little time after, A ly - dj ah -in if-c affem - q h an having felted 
himfelf upon the mefned of the fovereignty of Bengali and eflahi iflted 
himfelf ful'y in the poflefflon of the three provinces of Bepgala, Bahar and 
Sreffa, he was pleafed tq call me from Radja Ram-narain’s fervice. into his 
own, as we fhali mention fpbfequently, and to put it in my power to pro¬ 
cure him from that Prince a noble penfton, which enabled him to repay 
his creditors. However he did. not long enjoy that State <jf affluence } and 
in a couple of years more, his Jaft hour being come, he was intered in 
that fpotof ground which had been bought by Mir-cafipm-qhan, and is 
dole to the monument of Saadet-qhan’s father. Doctor Ab 81 caflem, his 
difciple and friend, out of regard tq his memory, and out of refped to his 
tomb, built himfelf a boufe clofe to it. It is true he was a Cafhmirian 
indeed (35)i but yet he proved to be a map of excellent qualifications: fa 
that after having.honorably and virtuoufly lived in that houfe fq. a number 
of years, he departed this life laft year, that is, in the year 1,1.93 °f the 
Hedjra, and repaired to the manfions of the divine forgivenefs. He 
buried clofe to his mafter and teacher, and left behind a character of a, 
good-natured man, equally defirous of lervjng God, and of obliging his 
creatures: acquainted'with the Arabic, with jurisprudence, with facred 1*5?, 
and with it’s explaadtions and commentaries j and wliofe main Scope after 
God’s fetvice, was to be ufrful to men, being himfelf a man of excellent 

(35) The Calhmirians, as well as Bengalees, bear a ftrange charafterall over Bindoltan, 
for faithfefsnefs, roguery, and impudence. The proverb fyj t : Cajbmirj , ii Pin; Btngallet, 
The Cafhmirian a£ls as an Atheifl; but the Bengaflee.is always one frcun whom 
there is nodiferltangling one’s felf. However, there is a flill more formidable adage againft 
Cafhmirian women: an adage, which feems to fet at nought thofe engaging countenances, 
thole elegant fhapes, thofe charming features, and that ingenious fertility in love contriv¬ 
ances, which nature has fo largely bellowed on them; and it is this: Cajbmiri, bi Pirn 
» Ltxzci, ne Jbiri „ The faithlefs Cafhmirian, affords neither taile nor flavor. 
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qualifications. He died fuddenly the 18th of Ramazan, as he was break¬ 
ing his faft in the firft part of the night (a), and he was univerfaliy regretted. 

. May Qod receive him in the arms of his mercy! 

• * 

After fo many deaths, none remains from amongft thofe virtuous men 
of former times, but two perfons; and it is for their fakes doubtlefs that blef- 
lings are ttill ffiowered down upon earth from heaven; and it is thefe few 
who diftribute ftill as much as they can afford, the fealed liquor of know¬ 
ledge and for nee to the thirfty creatures of God. The firft of thefe two is 
the glorious Seyd, that token of the beams of the Divinity, the difeoverer 
of the fubtilities end difficulties of the eternal fcience, Seyd-mahmed-aaly, 
(the cooling waters of whofe virtues and learning may God Almighty ren¬ 
der perenial for my particular benefit, and as well as that of all the Be¬ 
lievers). His father was a native of Iran, but himfelf was born in Hyder¬ 
abad, one of the two capitals of Decan, where his father was no fooner 
arrived* than his wife was brought to bed of a fon. 1 he father, intent on 
improving the mind of his child, carried him back to Iran, to have him 
educated there; and the boy being early initiated in the rudiments of 
knowledge, took fuch a liking to learning and to learned men, that in 
order to puffi his ftudies, he attached himfelf to the complete doftor and 
excellent teacher, our lord and teacher Mahmed-fadyc-fiftanr: he got his 
name inferibed amongft his difciples, and applied himfelf intenfely to the 
bufinefs of founding all the depths of knowledge,- and of unfolding all the 
fubt’lities of fcience; nor did he ever part with that illuftrious matter, fo 
long as he lived; but continued to increafe his acquifitions, until by intenie 
application and gradual labour, he arrived at the utmoft height offaence; 
and now he is famed for univerfality of learning: in the fcienceof theore¬ 
tical and pia&ical phyfick efpecially, he is reputed to have not his equal. 
With all his merit, and all his knowledge, he was in imitati on ol all the 

(<a) ThT^ahometans faft rigoroufly, during that whole month, from the dawn of the 
day to fon-fet, without either eating or drinking, and even without fmelhng any per- 

fum s,-~Ste Note \z %— Se£>tn 11 . learned 
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learned men, his predeccffors, fond of retirement, and obfcurity, pafllng hJj 
time in perufing the works of antient matters: nor was he drawn out of 
his retirement, but by the evils that poured at- once upon his country. 
His rnafter died during'the fiege of Isfahan; and his father retired tp the 
manfions of divine mercy. Meanwhile, the country of Iran (36) becoming a 
fcene of oppreflion and troubles, and a variety of revolutions fucceeding each 
other, he remembered his native country of India, andrefolvedto return thither.' 
After his arrival in Bengal, he lived fome days at P8raniahj but in a little 
time he, thought proper to quit that country, as Seif-qhan had fome abrupt- 
nefs in his charter, as well as fome profligacy in his morals. From thence 
he repaired to Azim-abad, where he met Abdol-aaly-qhan the Poor Man's 
paternal uncle, who thinking himfelf honored by fuch a gueft, received 
him generoufly, and undertook to fupport him with decency, j jowever as 
occafions and opportunities to ferve him did not offer, and he wiihed for 
an independent fubfiflence, he quitted Azim-abad and repaired to A8d ancf 
Lucknow, where he remained a long time, until he was invited over by 
Z in-eddili-ahrned-qhan, governor of Azim-abad, who wrote him prelBng 
letters on that fubjedl. The worthy nun, who took thofe imitations to 
be fo many tokens of a return of good fortune, repaired to Azim-abad, 
where the governor no fooner heard of his being near, than he fent fotT.z. 
perfons of note .to, bring him over; and he received him with the utrrbft 
diftindtion, making him feveral prefents; for he thought it an honor to 
fettle upon him a noble penfion* as well as to oblige him in every thing 
in his power. This date of things lafted until that worthy Prince Was 
murdered by Shimfhir-qhan: at which time the Seyd’s houfe was plunder¬ 
ed, and himfelf reduced again to poverty; but hearing that Aly-verdy- 
qhan was arrived at Mongher, he, like the Prophets of old, fled from a 
land of oppreflion, and took lhelter in the Bengal Army, where ‘he Vice¬ 
roy looking upon his auguft arrival as fome thing aufpicious to himfelf, 

(36) Perlia, has no other genera! name all over the eaft; it is only that part of it is called 
Puri, the Per fit of the '.jreeks, which bears that European name. 
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and as fomething that announced fuccefs and-vi<fi:ory, to his arms, received 

/ 

him with diftimftion, and fettled a plentiful penfion upon him, which was 
always regularly paid: nor did he ever abate any thing from the kind- 
neflesapd attentions fhewn him at firft. -But the Seyd himfelf, tired with a 
defire of feeing the completion of Mufulmanifm, and vifiting the monu¬ 
ment of the Prince of Men, and hiding the venerable threlhold of the Firft: 
of Pontifes (37), (upon whom be grace for ever); took a journey thither 
by Sea, and .having enjoyed the happinefs for which he had panted To 
long, he returned to Bengal where he found the Viceroy dying, and Se- 
radj-eddo 31 ah, difpolhg of every thing. The new Prince, with a petulance that 
became his character of ignorance and profligacy, inftead of continuing 
to ufe with diltindion fo worthy a man, offered him indignities; he ordered 
him to quit the apartment where he lived in the palace: and this too 
without allowing him a moment’s rcfpite. The poor man confounded at 
the fuddennefs of the order, was at a lofs how to account for it, and how to 
difpofeof himfelf at fo fliort a notice; when he was fuccoured by Providence: 
Haflen-reza-qhan, ion to one of Hadji-ahmed’s daughters, hearing of that 
worthy man’s being turned into the ftreet, ran on foot to the ipot; and al¬ 
though not certain himfelf of his own fate, which his attachment to Ne- 
vaxifbi-mahmed-qhan had rendered doubtful, and Seradj-eddo 81 a’s levity 
and profligacy, precarious, he engaged the worthy man to take fhelter in his 
own houfe; and a few days after, he made him prefent of a dwelling and 
a Tpor of ground attaining to his own, where he took up his abode, and 
where he lives to this day: it is oft the water fide. It is obfervable that this 
nobleman, who was then the flambeau and light of his family, had expo- 
fed himfelf to the lion’s jaws by fo noble an a&ion: But the Divine Mer¬ 
cy, in return for it, protefted him from the tyrant’s refentment in a pecu- 


(37 ) ^'he Prince of Men is Mahomet, but the Firft of Pontifes, according to the Shyah 
principles of the author, is Aali, whofe pontificate, or reign, the Shyahs take to be the com¬ 
pletion of Mufulmanifm: djp protific.ate being one of the articles of their faith, although 
not an article of the MufyTm&n faith. 
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liar manner: elfe, what he had done was full of danger and peri!: for the 
tyrant heard of it, and Haffen-rdaa-qhan carry: to think, lb himfelf. Se- 
radj-eddb 81 ah is now gone: he has difappeared from the face of the earth, 
after having received a full meafure for what he had done; but the rnemo- 
ry of this noble adtion lhall illuftrate the page of hiftory, and remain re¬ 
corded for ever. 

VERSE: 

" After two fuch examples, chafe, if thou canft, thine own pattern. 

Thanks are due to the Almighty God, that the learned man is ftill living to 
this day, (it being the month of Shaaban of the year 1194) 38, and is fpend- 
ing ins time in collating books, confronting authorities, explaining the 
Scriptures, reading ledtures upon fciences, and fhewing the influence of his 
learning and virtues over the whole city of Mocrfhoodabad: he is afiiduoufly 
attended by Haflen-Reza-qhan and -his children, by Mahmed-hofsein-qhan, 
by Dodtor-haddy-qhan’s fon, and by numbers of the rnoft diftinguilhed per- 
fons of the city, who all refort thither to reap the benefit of his vivify¬ 
ing breath. May God continue to ftretch the lhade of that illultrious Seyd's 
perfon over the heads of his fervants and adorers! Amen. 

The fecond of thofe two illuftrious men, which remain to us from- the 
former times, : s the Prince of thofe that fear God, and are attached to 
the rights of his Pontife, the Cream of the Learned in the true Science 
Hadji-bedi-eddin. (Whom God may long conferve at the head of the 
Mufulmanifm, that we may long refrelh our thirft at the cooling waters 
of his virtues and learning!) He was born in the diftridt Sarun, about 
Azimabad, and is renowned amongft thofe pious men, who fearing God, 
live retired; but with honor and decency. After having acquired a know¬ 
ledge of the fciences, he refolved to fpend his days in the fervice of his 
God, and in fubduing his flelh: for this purpofe he attached himfelf to 

(38) The year 1779 and ?o of the Chriftian sera. 
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Qhadja-mahmed-djaafer, the forgiven (39), who was .1 Religious of diftinc- 
tion and fortune; in whofe fervice he remained for a long time, as iiis friend 
and as his difciple; and where he acquired fuch an intenfe love for the htsufe 
of Gdd (40), and for the tombs of the illuftrious martyrs, that he joined fo- 
ciety with Hadji-ahmed-aaly, fon-in-law to Moluvy-naffyr, the forgiven, 
and made hafte to perform his pilgrimage, and to vifit the fublime gates. 
On his returning from thence, he went to kifs the venerable Ruzuvian threlh- 
cld (on which be grace for ever); and after having enjoyed that happinefs, 
he returned to India, where he now lives with his children and family in 
Muftepha-abad, a village of his wife's purchafing. He is folidly pious, 
deeply verfed in the Coran and its commentaries, as well as in jurilprudence, 
and in all the matters relating to faith. Although no ways a ftranger to the 
prophane branches of knowledge, the fublimeft dodors reckon him one of 
their number; and the forgiven Sheh-mahmed-aaly paid him a great deal 
of regard, and ufed to fay, that there was'but one Azim-abad in India, and 
but one Hadji-bedi-eddin. One day as the Hadjif in his way from Banares 
to his place of refidence, had advanced to Azim-abad merely to fee the ve¬ 
nerable Shah; the latter conduced him to his very door, where he made a 
fervent prayer for him. The Hadji pages whole days and nights in prayer; 
nor is it known that he ever miffed the night-prayer called Tehedjud or ' 
watching. His time was regularly divided; but with fo much vigilance 
upon himfelf, that no man living can accufe Him of having done an afrion 
con-. ary to law, or unworthy of his age. He is now in his eightieth year, 
and regrets that whilft not one of the Imams or Pontifes (on whom be 
grace for ever) has arrived at fuch an age, his own life fhould Have been 

(39) The words the forgiven, always anfwer to the English exproffion: the late: thr 

deceafed. 

(40) The houfe of God is the Caaba or fquare houfe within the raofquc of Mecca : 
the houfe of one of the Martyrs is at Coofah or Nedjef, where is buried Aaly. There is an. 
other at Medina, where is buried Haffen, his fon; and another at Kerbelah, the burial 
place of Hufiein, his younger fon. The Rezevian tltrefhold is at T8fs or Mtfti-hed, 
where is buried Aaly MSfla-reza. 
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protra&ed to fuch a-length. M'iy God conferve fo worthy a man* with all 
thofe that refetnble him, that they may bringdown the bleffings of Heaven upon 
earth, and refreih our remembrance of thofe that have preceded him in the 
paths of piety and virtue! 

After fuch a digreffion in behalf of fcience and piety, the thread of our 
hiftory requires that we ihoukl teturn to Seradj-eddp 81 ah. That young 
Prince having taken poffeffion of the fovercigpty of Bengal a, Bahar. and 
8rcfTa, fpent fomc time in his mourning, and then took his feat on the 
seradj.eddo8!ah throne of dominion and command. The firft operation of his government 

commences his 

^ n c b y fi ^"pj n s was that of ordering a number of his forces to march to Motuljil, with 
injunftioasjjp- bring his Biby-gahafitv, from thence, and to confine 

her in foyne ocher place; after which the commanding officer was to feizc 
every thing belonging to her, jewels, money, as well as furniture, and to 
carry it to his own treafury. It was then that the filly woman found the 
coofequence of having fo liberally diftributed her money. The command¬ 
ers and troops,, who had, feme time before Aaly-verdy-qhan’s demife, 
received fo much gold and fo many presents from her, under folemn 
promifes of fighting for het caufe againft Seradj-eddoSlah, now finding not 
in themfelves any ftomach for fighting at all, had already retired to thefe 
places of flicker which they had purchased with her money: and the com-" 
manders being already gone, foon were followed by the multi¬ 
tudes G chat there remained with her but a fmall number of men; 
who no foontr faw themfelves inverted, than they feemed confounded and 
like men that had loft their wits, Mir-nuzur-aly f was as much frightened as 
any other: this man who had. been the.author of thofe fchemes of rofiftence, 
and who cut -fo great a figure in the heart of that Princefs,'as well as in 
her houfehold (4i), no fooner faw himfelf furrounded, than being out of 

|-1 his Mir-nuzur-aaly, was a man in the' ftyie ofHufleiricSli-qhah, tail, float, and 
nnndfome. T his man, who ran away from Bengal with twelve or fifteen'lacs in jewels, 
and God knows how much- more in caih, returned into that country in the year 1780, 
poor and diftrefled, obliged to live in his old age at the cx'pehce of a dance woman, an 
old'acquaintance of his; he had fquaedered all that treafure at Dice at Banares. 
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wind as well as others, he engaged in his caufc by large prefents, two 
commanders of charatler who interceded in nis behalf with the new Prince, 
and found means to procure his efcape. The.Ce were Doft-mahmed-qhan 
and Renem-qhan; but every thing found in the houfe of that Pincefs was 
regiftered, and fent to the public treafury; aqd that Ihort-fighted woman, 
who infteaq of hating her Nephew, ought to have confidered him as her 
own fon, received in that day her juft retribution, for her having conferred 
to Huflein-cBly-qhan's unjuft death; and for having been guilty of an in¬ 
finity of infamous a&ions, with which Ihe had dilhonored her charafler and 
family- She was difrobed of her rank and honor, ftriped of her wealth, 
and put under confinement. Rabia-begum, her filler, had on her fide full 
reafon to be frightened; but Ihe efcaped with little hurt, by the means of 
her daughter, rebel of Eeram-eddoSlah, who had beep brother of the 
reigning Prince, 

This expedition againft Moti-djil was followed by very great changes at 
Court. Mir-djaafer-qhan, who had enjoyed thefemany years the office of 
Paymafter-general of the forces, loft his office, which was bellowed on a 
new man, Mir-meden, a gentleman fent for purpufely from Djehanghir- 
nugur-daca where he was one of thofe attached to Haffen-eddin-qhwi, 
nephew to Huffein-c^ly-qhan. Mohv.n-lall (a), Divan to Seradj-eddo 81 ah s 
houfehold, was appointed Divan-general, and Prime Miniller, with full 
power over every branch of adminiftration; the title of Maha-radja, Of 

' a ) This Mohon-lal had made a prefent of his fitter to Seradj-eddoSlah, which fitter 
was a true Indian beauty, final! and delicate. For nothing is more common among!! In¬ 
dians, when' they want to give an idea of a furpaffing beauty, than to fay; when fie ate 
Paan , you might hat* fun through hr fkin the colored liquor run down hr throat: and fit 
war Jo dili-.ate, as to weigh only twenty-two furs, (or fixty-fix pounds Enghlh : which by 
the bye, was, they fay, the weight of that beloved girl, which Seradj-eddoSIah ordered 
to be immured alive. She was detected in an intrigue with Seradj-edd68lah’s brother-in- 
law • “ Mifs, laid the Prince, I find that yon are a whore?” And fi am I, anlwere , .11- 
cainfully the poor woman in defpatr, who had been a dance-woman, 1 have ever it,, 
this indeed might be made a matter of reproach to your mother, but not to mi: 1 amp by trade. 
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Great Prince, was added to -he inveftitore, together with a kettle-rifum, 
a fringed paleky, and the grade of five thoufand horfe; and fo much truft 
was repofed in that man, as well as fo much power lodged in'his Aands, 
that the grandees and commanders, who had already conceived a didike to 
the new Prince, on account of his levity, and his profligacy, as well as his 
harfh language, and the hardnefs of' his heart, finding theriifelves fubje£led 
* to thofc two new men, and efpecially to the latter, whofe arrogance they 
could not bear, now fet no bounds to their difeontents; and every one of 
themfowed in his breaft the thoughts of getting rid of fo improper a Ruler j 
in fo much that none remained attached to him, but j few young men, as 
, profligate and as giddy as himfelf, all of whom had been luddenly railed to 
power and influence by his means. For as to the principal men in the city 
and army, every one of them, lliocked to fee fuch a man on the throne, 
were only intent on finding out the means of overturning his power, whe¬ 
ther by art, by force, or by treafon. And foon fortune favored their 
wifhes. 



of the 
war which he 
declares againft 
the £*glilh. 


Seradj-ed-do8lah had, a little after his acceffion to the throne, conceiv¬ 
ed in his heart the.delign of wrenching the country of PSraniah from the 
hands of Shaocat-djung, his own coufin,. fon to the late Sayd-ahmed-qhari; 
and with this view he had repaired to Radj -mahl. Such a fudden arriv d 
threw Shaocat-djung, as well his favorites and miniflers intodifmay: they 
were feized with a panick; and as he did not trufl his miniflers as yet, 
he turned himfelf towards the religious and pious men of that city, whofe 
prayers he requelled, to the end that, the imminent evil might be averted, 
and Seradj-eddoSlah might alter his mind, and return to his capital. 
But whilil Shaocat-djung was thus employed, news came to Seradj-ed-d68- 
lah at Radj-mahl, thatK.ifhun-bohl8b, fontoRadja Rahdj-b 811 ub, heretofore 
Divan to Nevazilh-n ’.ahmed-qhan, had given the flip to the guards that bad 
been fent to Djehanghir-nugur-dacca to feize him, and had made his efcape 
to Calcutta, where he was protected by Mr. Drake, the chief man of that 

town (*). 
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town(*). G.-r hearing this, Seradj-ed-d68h* gave lip his'deftgn againft Shi- 
ocat-diung, and returned to Moorlhood^bad- where, afce* writing:many, 
fharp letters and reprimands to Mr. Drake, die mefiages and literal y 
correfnondence ended in declared war; and Seradj-cd-ddSlah affembled an 
army againft Calcutta. Biit this Prince, whofe head Was io much difor-.. 
dered by the fumes of pride and ignorance, as to commit an infinity of er ¬ 
rors, continued, even after having declared war, to welter in the miry eddies 
of preemption, levity and infolence: he neglected, and daily minted thofe 
antient commanders, that had ferved fo faithfully and bravely, Aaty-ver- 
dy-qhan, his uncle - fo that intimidated now by his grand-fon’s; ch^aaer 
and foul language, thefdid not dare to open their mouths, or to take breath 
in his prefence: moft of them, Ihocked at the difhonorable exprefliohs made- 
uleof in (peaking to,them, and incenfed at the infolence of dhe upftarts' 
that had taken poffeffion of his mind, were fo far from offering advice 
upon, the pofture of affairs, or Upon the manner of proceeding in this expe¬ 
dition, that they were in general ill-intentioned, and wiftung to fee its 
mifearriage, as well as their RulerV downfafe and whilft himfclf, on his 
fide; made it a point not to afk any one’s opinion ; on the other, thofe he 
Consulted (and thefe were no other, than thofe which he had lately pro¬ 
moted), being moil of them incapable arid inexperienced, did not chufe 
*o mention in his prefence any advice that might fhock his fentiments, and 
^hereby endanger the power and authority to which they had been fo lately 
raifed. 4 s for himfelf, he was ignorant, of the world, and incapable to 
take a reafonable p&rty, being totally deftitutfc of fenfe and penetration, 
3 nd yet having a head fo obfeured by the fmoke of ignorance, and fo giddy 
and intoxicated with the fumes of youth and power and dominion, that he 
knew no dhftin&ton betwixt good arid bad, nor betwixt vice and virtue. 
His imprudence was fo enormous, that in the middle of a military ex¬ 
pedition, he would fet daggers in the hearts of his braveft and ableft 

(*) Sach »a S then the etiquette expieffion. Matters are much altered now; and the 
s£>icf~mait of that town is now the Ruler of the fcreateft Empire » India. 






commanders, by his harlh language, and his choleric; dilpofition. Such, 
ufage nftiiwUy rendered- f)pi regaydkfs, arid igfefly negleififul. Elfe, this 
di^ptuie with the JLftghfh.fjrighf:; have been terminated Uy:.a few words , in 
a conference, by the leaft qf his minittefs. and commanders;, without it 
becoming neceffary t<j recur to fof$p, apd to war. But it having been de¬ 
creed by Providence, that the guilty race of Aaly-veardy-qhan inould be 
deprived of an empire that had cod fomuch toil in rearing} of courfe it v 
in its defigns that the three provinces of -Bengala, Bahar, and Hreffa, fhould 
found, to have for matters two young men, equally proud, equally incapable, 
and equally cruel, Seradj-ed-d 681 ah, and Shaocat-djung: in confequence of 
their behaviour, equally cruel had tlioughtlefs, fproh.. was already feen to rile 
ho'u ojit of Aly-yetdi-qhan’s generation and ,houfe. Jn one word, Seradj- 
eddd^ahi aft® having given his orders for a$emblihg.an atniy and a field 
equipage, fet out at the beginning of Ramazan, on that ill concerted, 
ominous expedition of fits own contriving: and without CQnfiilting any 
one,- lie by halty. murche^ arrived in that field ?yhi<?h deftiny had fown 
With thorns and evils for his family. The Englifij being certain now, 
chat.;Seradj-ed-:db 81 ah wanted to. go to War with them, reddved, although 
unprepared for fuch an attach, tp Rand to their defence} they fhut up forne 
ftreets of their town, fortified fame houfss ftronger than the others, pre¬ 
pared their ancient fo&qry,. and bravely .yraitfid fo?-the epmy. $eradj-ed- 
d 681 »h, who had a numerous artillery, and as numerous an army, foon took 
poffeffion of thqfe fortified otjt-pofts: in ? fittle time, and without much 
trouble, he foon became matter of the Englifo town* and Mr. Drake, 
finding that matters went hard with him, abandoned every tiling, and 
fled, without fo much as giving notice tp his countrymen . He took jObelte? 
on board of a fhip, and with a fm.aU number of friends and principal 
perfons, he dilhppeared at once. Thofe that remained, finding themfclves 
abandoned by their chiefs, concluded .their cafe mufti-he defperatej yet 
hioft of them were imprefled with fuch a fenfe of honor, that preferih'- 
death to life, they fought it out, until their powder and ball failing at haft. 
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they bravely drank up the bitter cup of death: fome others, feized by the 
daws of deftiny, were made prifoners. The capture of the factory was 
f 0 n.« w »d by an univerfal pillage: the company’s warehoufcs, and the 
dwellings of the principal Englilh, Genfoo, and Armenian merchants, 
all of Which were replenilhed with an infinite quantity of goods and money, 
were plundered by the vilcil part of the army: nor did Seradj-ed-d6Slah 
reap any benefit from fo much wealth in merchandifc and money. This 
event happened in the twenty-fecond day of the month of Ramazan, in 
the year of the Hedjra 1169, juft feventy-two days after Aaly-verdy- A> D . I7+ *. 
qhan's demife. Mr. Watch (Watts), Chief of the faftory at Ccffimba- 
zar, with a few others the town of Calcutta, were made prifoners, 
and kept in confinement. '■ 

To all appearance it is in this affair that fome Bibies (42), amorgft 
the women of the Englirfi, fell in the hands of Mirza-emir-bcg. This was 
a gentleman attached to Mir-djaafer-qhan, one of the generals of the army. 

The Mirza with all the abftinence and referve that became a man of edu- 
cation and honor, kept them decently and untouched, but in fee ret; and at 
night, he informed -Ms mafter of the whole matter, who gave him a 
nbovaliah (43), or fwift boat, in which he put the Bibies, and let his boat 


<SL 


(41) Indies. _ There is not a word hereof thofe Englilh that up in the Black-hole, to 

l number of 131, where they were moftly (mothered. The truth is, that the Hindoltanee* 
anting only tv fecure them for the night, as they were to he prefented the next morning 
o ahe Prince, thu' them up in what they heard was the prifon of the Fort, without having 
any idea of the capacity of the room; and indeed the Englith, themfelves had none of it. 
Thi< much is certain, that this event, which cuts fo capital a figure in Mr. Watts’s perfor¬ 
mance, is not known in Bengal; and even in Calcutta, it is ignored by every man out of 
r.e four hundred thoufand that inhabit that city: at leatl it is difficult to meet a tingle na¬ 
tive that knows any thing of it: fo carelefs, and fo incurious are thofe people. Were we 
therefore to accufe the Indians of cruelty, for fuch a thoughtlefs aftion, >ve would of courfe 
accufe the Englilh, who intending to embark four hundred Gentoo fipahees, deftined for 
Madra",' put them in boats, without one tingle necetlary, and at lad left them to be over- 
r et k the boar, where they all periihed, after a three days fait. 

\' % ) A Bhovaliah, is a boat from fifty to ahundred and twenty feet in length, upon 
thri or four in breadth, rowed by ,.o or 60 rowers. The rapidity with which they paddle 
againft a dream that runs at the rate of from Given to twelve nules per hour, is paft be- 
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drive, as if by accident, with the rtrearn: being foon got paft the army- 
guards, he rowed with vigour, -end-in r little time he arrived at twelve 
codes beloWi where Mr. Drake’s ihip lay at anchor. There he delis'-" H 
the Bihies; and thefc ladies, having rendered an" honorable teftimtony to. 
Emir-beg-’s modeft behaviour, made fuch an impreffion on their hufhands, 
that the latter, although nearly deftitute themfelves, colle&ed fdme jewels,' 
to make him a hand (bine prefent, in acknowledgement of ins generous co.11- 
dudl: but it was refuted by the Mirza, who faid to one of them: “ Gen- 
“ tlemen, what 1 have done, was not lor the fake of a prefent; for as; you 
“ are a chief man in your nation, and a man of drflindlion and fentiments, 
“ fo I am, a gentleman in my own nation, and a .ian of honor and hu- 
“ manity. I have done nothing but what was required by a fenfe of honor; 
“ and what might entitle me to your remembrance.” After faying this, he 
got into his boat, and rowing all night, he rejoined his matter before 
day-break. And really what he had done is no more than what ought to 
have, been expefted from a man of honor; for fuch ought to.be the aftipns of 
gentlemen: as to thofe men who ftyle themfelves Mufulmen, and have laid 
their hands upon the properties and honor of other people, their a iti- 
ons are no better than fo many fuggeftions of the Damron of Concupifcence, 
and fo many illufions of the Devil, their prototype (b ) and matter : and 
they are fuch indubitably: although their rulers fhould pretend '.o derive 
their pedigree from the fucceftors and heirs of the Prince of Prophets, and 
Jthould fancy that they are aftually armed and fighting in the cauleof Goa. 
Vain are thofe pretenfions of their’s! for their aft ions prove indubitably that 
they are attached folely to this world; there being an evident difference 
betwixt the works of the juft, and thofe of fuch worldly-minded men as us 



[ 6 ) This is * Jar tie of our author’s upon Mir-djafer-qhan, who, four years aft , r the cap¬ 
ture of Calcutta, made a prefent to Colonel Clive of ten handfome women out of hi fera* 
glio, that is, out of Seradj-ed-doSlnh’s feragli-o, although he was himfeif a Seyd, or k dc- 
feendant of the Prophet’s^and, like all the Mufulmen Princes of India, had aftumed rile 
iirnatae of Gha r /.i, or champion fighting ag^inft infidels. *.//; 
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whofe only fcope and aim is this world, and'only this world. The diffe¬ 
rence is indeed indifputable and amazing. 
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VERSES. 


* Do not mcafure the works of the Virtuous after your own felf; 

V Nor fo far mtftake, as to find no difference betwixt Jhir and pit (44).^ 

Doubtlefs were the Prophet himfelf, or the Prophet’s heir, to come into 
the world again, whatever they Ihould command would be obligatory 
on a Mufulman and would require his fubmiflion and obedience; but in 
the Pondfe’s abfence, or that of his Prophet's, felf defence only becomes 
our right: by which it is meant, that if any one ihould attack our life, 
honor or property, and injury is not otherwife to be prevented, we have 
then a right, nay we are Obliged to repel it by whatever means are in our 
power: this unqueftionably is lawful to us ; but not, that out of ambition 
and covetoufnefs, we Ihould, on thofe accounts, expofe to imminent dan¬ 
ger both ourfelves and the People of God. Accurfed and deftroyed be 
the houfe of thofe faithlefs Muftees (45), who by their fhameful anfwers 
and difgraceful fentences, have plunged a world of Unfortunates into a fea 
of -vils! But deftroyed it has already been: Cod, our Lord, prejerve us ) 
as well as all other Faithfuls, from the wickednefs of fucb men, as put us 
in fear of daemons, and of man (46). 

But to return to our hiftory, Seradj-ed-do8lah, after having pafled fome 
I-', me at Calcutta, in beholding the deftru&ion of houfes, and the defla¬ 
tion of numbers of it’s innocent inhabitants, as well as in compleating fome 
other affairs, which he fancied to be very advantageous and proper, at laft 
r ct out for his capital, where he arrived in full health. He had left for 
the guard of his new conqueft a body of eight or nine thoufand foot, and 
five thoufand horfe, the whole, as well as that town, under the command 

4r j Shir In Perfian fignifies equally milk and Tyger or Lion, the found and cha- 

. -r bein<$ exactly the fame. 

%,) word Mufti coming from Fetva (anfwer) fignifies a giver of anfwers j cafu- 
iJL The Mufti is the higheft Ecclefiaftical dignity in a City or province. 

(46) A paflage of the Coran. - 
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of Manic-chund, hitherto B-’van to the Radja Bardevan. This GoveiB. 
nor was a man, prefumptuous, arrogant, deftitute of capacity; and wholly 
without courage, as it did appear evidently enough at Bardevan, when he 
fled with all his might, on feeing-Aly-verdy-qhan furroundcd on a hid¬ 
den by the Marhattas. It was after fuch an experiment that Manic-shund 
was entrufted with fo extenfive a command; and it was after making fo 
infulting a choice, that he went on difobliging and fhocking his principal 
commanders, fuch as Mir-djaafcr-qhan, and Rehem-qhan, and efptcially 
Omer-qhan, an old officer, whofe two fons, Selabet-qhan, and Dilir-qhan, 
were foldiers of merit, and as well as of old Handing. He ill ufed Radja- 
do811oia*am alfo, as well as many others, all commanders of character, 

all deferving the utmoft regard, and all thorough.y eftranged from him by 

, 

his harffi language, and his fhocking behaviour: nor were the principal. 

General <ur- citizens of Moorfhoodabad better ufed, Djagat-feat efpecially: all thefe 

content againft 

^era<ij-ea-doS- were r j re( j Q f flying under fuch an adminiftration, and wifhed ho better than 
to be rid of fuch a government, by Seradj-ed-do31ah's death: fo that 
whenever they chanced to perceive any appearance of difeontent any where, 
or any hatred againft the prefent government, they would fend fer.et 
meflfages to the party, with exhortations to contrive fome mode of deli¬ 
verance; under promife of their being heartily and effectually fupported. Mir- 
djaafer-qhan, as the mod confiderable and the moft injured of fht. mal¬ 
contents, was the feremoft amongft them: Djagat-feat hack underhatkV 
promifed to fupporc him vigoroufly; and they formed together a confede¬ 
racy, which has been hinted at in the narrative about.Slihocat-djung, and 
which filial] be explained in the fubfequent pages: for now it becomes 
proper to relume that young Prince’s hiftory, in order to fee how he 
went to wreck, fuch a digreffion necefiarily muft have it’s place here, to 
anfwer the expectations of thofe, who having already got fome idc • of the 
profligacy and ignorance of that young man’s chara&er, are defiroyr to 
know how he continued to mifmanage, and how'he ended at laft,. 

' Wb 
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y We have already mentioned how Say d -ahsnect-qhan died, and how he 
was fucceeded by his fon, Shaocat-djung: and how, not thinking proper 
to remain in that young Prince’s fervice, I, the Poor Man, had quited P8- 
raniab, with intention to repair to Azim-abad, where our family is fettled: 
but that hearing at Carangolah that my two younger brothers, and my ma¬ 
ternal uncle, Seyd-abdol-vehhab-qhan, had been bani(lied from that city, 
by a late order of Seradj-ed-do81ah’s, I had become fearful of that Prince’s 
refentment, on my own account; fo that finding it difficult to get out of 
his dominions, it being a voyage that would have required fifteen days, 
and in the height of the rains; and full as difagreeable to pafs that feafon 
in fuch a lonely place '•s Carangolah, I had thought it better to return to 
P8raniah. But no fooncr was I landed in my home, than my very im¬ 
prudent friends became urging for my taking fervice with that fenfelefs 
youth, Shaocat-djung, whole character I knew, or had gueffed fo well. I 
would anfwer, “ that my attaching myfelf to that young Prince was not 
<f likely to laft long: that I forefaw that his affairs would not end well: 
,f that now that I was fiting in a corner of my own houfe, I was fafe from 

V. 

4 * thefe two thoughtlefs young men, (Shaocat-djung, andSeradj-ed-do81ah); 
“ but that once engaged in the former’s fervice, I would be expofed to 
«* the {hafts of the perverfe chara&er of both: and for thefe reafons I re- 
“ queu’d their tormenting me no more, on that fubjed." All this did not 
. ail: they'- would endlefsly obferve that even death in good company was 
lot without its pleafure ; and they all feemed difeontented and eftranged from 
me. At laft finciicg, that I remained immoveable, they one day contrived to 
come in a body to the Poor Man’s houfe, with the Prince at their head; and 
this young man made ufe of fo many intreaties to draw me out of my retire¬ 
ment, that I foon faw that unlefs I fubmitted inftantly, I might fee realifed in 
few d-’./s all thofe evils and misfortunes, which I had only conceived as proba¬ 
bly; I conceived that I might experience diredlly what I feared might happen 
ily in the fequel; and that the Prince, incenfed at my refufal, would render 
my ftay at PSraniah very uneafy, by feting up fome fubjedl of quarrel upon 
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feme paft fubjeft. Being then at a lofs how to manage, I opened my arms to 
all contingencies, agreed to attach myfelf to him, and commenced fre¬ 
quenting his court. For a few days, the young man being much at a infs 
what to do with his own fclf, feemed ftudious of following nay advice, 
(doubtkfs out of natural levity of temper,) and he made it a point to ma¬ 
nage all his affairs molitly by my counfcis, or at my defire: fo that 
like the Vezir ( 47 ) in the game of • Chefs, I was dole to a wooden King, 
that coaid neither think, nor fpeak a word, nor aft, by himfeJf. I was 
obliged to read him leflbits about figning papers, giving audience, and 
fupporcing a charafter in public; and he was fo-intent on profiting by my 
leffons, that when F chanced to arrive too late at Court, he would flay 
all proceedings, and remain filent, until I was edme. Such a conduft put 
me to a deal of trouble and embarrafiment: he could neither read fluently, 
nor write legibly; fo that I was obliged to be both his fchool-mafter, and 
his minifter. 1 was obliged to direft his pen, teach him that Aba was 
written with two A's and a Be, and to tell him how to join A to the next 
letter, and a fylable to a fylable, and how to keep his words affunder: I 
thought he was improving his hand and mind; when one day, as there 
were many papers to be figned, he on a hidden fhewed marks of impa¬ 
tience; and throwing his pen away, he rofe, in a vifible paffion, from his 
mefned, and went and fat at a diftance from it. As there fubfiftK no rea 
fon of difeontent between us, I did not afk what might be *'Ae raufe 
this fudden Safiv but continued fifing a full hour; after which I rofe, ana 
taking a refpeftful leave, I was followed by all the pftrfons prefent, and I 
went to RoBh-eddin-hufsein-qhan’s houfe. This nobleman had efpoufei 
his lifter, being a fon of Seif-qhan the forgiven, a.-d had an extrernd 
regard for me. After taking my feat, I could not help mentioning with 
wonder that fuddennefs of behaviour in the young Prince, for which I 
could not account in any manner in my power. I had hardly done Ipi ik¬ 
ing, when a fervant of Shaocat-djung’s brought me a note, figned 




(47) The Queen. 


nufter; 
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maftct: it was in thefe terms: My Lord is .Jy)friend, and not my fchool- 
ma fier-, why does he give himjelf Jo much trouble about my reading and writ- 
? I anfwered, “ that in this I had only a&ed as I had been defired to 
« a£t } but now that I was better informed of his pleafure, I would no 
« mere give his Highnefs any trouble on that head;” and for fome days, 
1 let him xlo as he pleafed, without offering a Angle word; until one day 
he came himfelf clofe to me, and with many importunities defired me again 
to overfee his reading and his fignature. I defired to be excufed, and 
added " that young Princes were of a fiery temper, and I, the Poor Man, 
«< fearful of offending; as I could not.always guefs what might be his High- 
« ne f s > s pleafure: and^hat I hoped he would hold me excufed.” But he 
would not hear of my ex:u fes; and he continued his importunities I'o affi- 
duoufly, that fain I was to alter my conduit; but yet I only anfwered every 
queftion he put, or only taught whenever he defired it; and matters went 
on in that manner for fome time; when one day there came a letter from 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, that exhorted him to Hand up, and to wreft the whole 
of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s eftate fro’rn 5eradj-ed-doSlah’s hands. He mention¬ 
ed feveral commanders and grandees, “ who, as well as Mir-djaafer-qhan 
« f himfelf, looked upon Sayd-ahmed-qhan’s fon, as their only relource 
againlt the growing and daily cruelties of Seradj-ed-doSlahs; and he 
■ pledged himlelf that he would be ftrongly and unanimoufiy fupported, 
s the e.'terprife was eafy, and it only wanted fome one to fit on the 
“ throne: in wich cafe ail the others would undertake to place him 
« thereon, under obtain conditions, and flipulations, w’hich he mentioned 
“‘ at length ( c).” 


This letter, and fome others of a like ftyle, together with the concert 
that ferried to fublift between the principal men at Moorlhoodabad, 
overfet entirely the brainlefs head of Shaocat-djung: and what contributed 


„ ’c ) T’/is is the firft inftanee, probably, in the Eaft, where people fubmitting to a Mo- 
aaiclt, thought of tying him down to certain conditions and llipulations. 


3 $’ 


not 



• ( -729 ) k 

not a little to this diforder, Was the arrival of two ftrange beings that ap¬ 
peared at the fame time at PSrania: the one was a certain light-headed 
Mir-maali-qhari; one of the many ones that had a filter amongit Saadet- 
qhan’s contorts, once fovereignof l\ 8 d. He made fuddenly his appearance 
in Shaocat-djung’s court, and as fuddenly was taken into his fervice.. This 
man, who was an antient friend of Mir-djaafer-qhan’s, acquired a com- 
. .piece command over his mind; and as he foon became thoroughly ac¬ 
quainted with the young man’s temper, he filled his head with chimeras. 
The other of thefe two men, was one Habib-beg, who had been for years 
together in Aalycverdy-qhan’s fervice, and was of a temper inclined to 
oddities, whims, and profligacy. This man hr’ ing fomehow fallen 
under Seradj-ed-d681ah’s difpleafure, at Calcutt , had thought the place 
too dangerous for his fafety, and had fled for his life to P 8 rania, where he 
alfo was infilled amongit the friends and favorites of Shaocat-djung’s: and 
thefe two men, in hopes of turning to account that young Prince’s pro- 
penfity to flattering propofals, took care to keep alive that high opinion 
which he had now conceived of himfelf; nor did they ceafe to flatter him 
to his heart’s content. Totally ignorant of the world, and circumvented, 
as well as deceived, by the falfe reprefentations of thofe fycophants, he 
thought that the misfortunes which had brought themfo far, were fo many ad¬ 
vantages for himfelf; and now being full in the focus of flattery, b; bubled . 
into high-flown notions of his perfon, which he really thought fur. rio- toat ,y 
thing under the orb of the moon ; and being made fenfible h thofe two mb 
of his own importance, he was often heard to fay, « th? rafter having taken 
" poflelfion of Bengal, he would, juft to clear his way, fall firft upon Ab 8 l r 
“ manlBr-qhan’s fon, and then would fubdue the fen 8f Gha?v-eddin- 
" qhan ( 48 ): and that after having placed on the throne an Emperor of 

" his own liking, he would pulh on as far as Labor and CabS; from 
-—-—-|i__V 

(48) The titles of thefe two perfons are omitted by the fpeaker, through contcApe/ 
for the firft was no lefs a man than Sbudjah-ed-d 681 ah, and the fecond was the Ve*»r„ 
Sheab-eddin-umad-el-mulk, who dethroned both AJuned-ihah and AalemgJfifVfedW./ 
his imfter. 


“ whence 
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whence I fhail proced to Candahar and Qhoraffan ( 49 ), where (added 


“ he) I intend to take up my refidenee, as the climate of Bengal does not 
« fuit my ftate of health." Such were- the notions of that young man’s, 
4 nd lbch were his proje&s. But as his father had found means to open a 
correfpondence with Zya-ed-do81ah, and with DJelal-eddin-mahammed- 
qhan, who were the favorite friends of Mir-lheabeddin-umad-el-mulk, the 
Vezir, he foon obtained from thence leave to take pofleflion of the 
three ptovinces governed by Seradj-ed-do81ah, under oondition of fending 
to the Prefence' die latter’s confiscation, and of forwarding regularly an 
annual tribute of one coror of rupees. 

On the receipt of tint patent, his pride, which had already reached to 
the fphere of the moon, i ow rofe to the fun’s orbj and he commenced 
picking up quarrels with the principal officers and commanders of the old 
court. Thofe men, whom his father had been at fo much pains to attach to 
his perfon and family, and who had fpent their lives in his fervice, were now 
taken, to tafk for the childilh reafon of their having, in his youth time, 
difobeyed fome orders of his, whilft they had injunctions to the contrary 
from his father, and of courfe afted confiftently with their duty. Moft of 
thofe old foldiers were now degraded, loft their appointments, or were 
ufrl with contempt, to the heart-felt fatisfaftion of Mir-maaly-qhan, and 
nf Habib-beg, his affociate, as well as of all thofe who had been the 
rompasiiuns of his boyifh paftimes;. and who being moftly as thougbtlefs as 
himfelf, wete h far from reprefiing his ardor, that they would add fewel 
to.it: all thefe b&.dd with fatisfa&ion the depreffion of the old grandees, 
va hopes that they would foon fucceed to their places j as they reckon- 
«d that .every marl of contempt or difgrace fet upon them, amount¬ 
ed to as much as a mark of diftin&ion confered upon themfelves. The 
two new comers efpecially were the foremoft in exacting him to a full 

v / 49 ) The Qhoraffan, the Eafternmoft province of Perfia, is at kail five hundred leagues 
itAniP^rania. 
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execution of his authority, and mean while they were contriving opportu¬ 
nities to get from him rich dreffes of honor, and elephants, and horfes, 
and jewels, and new offices. As to my own part, feeing how matters went, 
I fornetimes obferved to them, " that they ought firft of all to contrive ho v ;- 
“ to ftrengthen their Prince’s government, and how to confirm his cower; 
“ and that this being once folidly eftabidhed, it would be time risen to think 
“ of geting jewels and elephants.” My obfervation did not avail: no at¬ 
tention was paid to it; and the Prince went on as he had commenced. 
One day he took into his head to feize and confine Laily, the Colonel, 
Who commanded the artillery: a Gentoo of capacity and courage, whom 
Sayd-ahmed-qhan, his father, had attached to his family by treating him 
with the utmoft regard and diftin£tion. He feit for both me and my 
younger brother, Naki-aaly-qhan, and having carried us into his clofet, he 
expofed his views againft that officer. I heard patiently what he faid; 
but did not anfwer a Angle word: whereupon he intreated me to conceal 
nothing from him, but to tell him whatever I mighf think advantageous 
for his affairs, and proper for his circumftances. So much earneftnefs put 
wife advice me °ff my guard; and I could not help anfwering in thefe terms: “Let 
shwnhmioyvh. (% ^ exarn i ne firft, what is the reafon that fo many generals of the 

*« army, and fo many grandees of the ftate, hate conceived fo much 
“ averfion againft Seradj-ed-d681ah’s perfon, as to apply to you. for 
“ their deliverance, although he has unqueftionabiy upon tbeir gra«- : 

“ tude all the rights acquired for him by Aly-verdy-qhan’s repeated favorr 
“ and long reign; and then it will be found out, that it is folely becaufe 
“ none of them think either their lives, or their honor, or properties fate; 

“ becaufe they have been every one of them infultcd and outraged; and 
“ becaufe they think you incapable of fo fenfeiefs a behaviour: but asfoon 
“ as they lhall fee that you do not lpare your father’s bell lernnts; that 
“ you are fearching to circumvent and to demolilh them; and that you 
“ are no better than Scradj-ed-do81ah himfelf; reft allured that they will 
“ be difgufted at you, and will return to Seradj-ed-do8lah,” This advice 
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U mine, bold as it was, he had fenle enough to approve; and fend¬ 
ing for an elephant, he made me a prelent of it, and difmiffed me to my 
home. But in few days after, his thoughtlefs companions brought him 
again to their own way of thinking: he refumed his project; and having 
found ’means, under hand, and on the incitement of a higher pay, to pre¬ 
vail on Lally’s men to difperfe, and to inlift in other corps, he put the 
reft under command of his own fon, Seif-eddin-mahamed-qhan, a boy, 
born thefe two days; and geting upon his elephant, he marched in an hof- 
tile manner againft Lally’s houfe, and quarters. At fight of this, the few 
officers and men .that had yet ftood by that commander, forfook him, 
and he was left alone in his houfe. Mahmed-fayd-qhan, and my younger 
brother, Naky-aaly qhan^ went in, and taking him by the hand, brought 
him to Shaocat-djung. This thoughtlefs man wanted to put him to 
the whip immediately: he was oppofed by the two officers that had 
brought him, who ftrongly interceded in his behalf, and objected to the 
indignity of the proceeding: but all to no purpofe; he perfifted in puting 
him t6 the whip: at laft Mahmed-fayd-qhan, lofing all patience, fpoke to 
him in a firm tone of voice: " My lord and mafter,” faid he, “ punifliments of 
« fuch a kind are not to be inflifted upon officers:” and thefe words having 
been approved by all prefenc, they joined in interceding for him again; and 
at laft the man was faved from the wjiip; but he was put under confinement, 
* his elephants, horfes, money, effeas, and furniture, were all feized 
a«d confifeated; fo that the man, in one day, faw himlelf reduced to his 
laft rupee. A few days after, his wife and family were ordered to attend 
hircl; and thirty rupees being put in his hand, to bear his charges, he was 
placed in a boat, fent on the other fide of the Coffey, towards Bir-nagur, 
and left to himfelf. After this expedition, Shaocat-djung affumed a higher 
tone of yofce with his commanders: he fpoke harftly, and in obfcencelan¬ 
guage to them; and by fuch a ftrange alteration, he loft the hearts of eve¬ 
ry one of them . He now commenced fpeaking irreverently of his an- 
ceftois, and mentioning them in very indecent language. One day, fiting 
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in full court and at noon-day, at which time the hall of audience is always 
crouded, he turned towards the Commander in Chief, Car-guzar-qhan, and 
fakl: “ Doubtlefs, Car-guzar-qhari, after the conqueft of Bengal, fhall com- 
“ plimerit me with the pay of his new raifedmen.” The officer, lurprifed 
at this Ipeech, but without lofing his prefence of mind, anfvvered directly: 
Tes } my Lord and Mafter ■, for I hope they jhall get Jo much booty^ that they 
will not grudge fuch a portion of their pittance . tc You are miftaken, rc- 
“ plied Shaocat-djung; 1 am not fuch a fot as Aaly-verdy-qhan, who al~, 
“ ways ufed to give to his men every thing that was fourid fn an enemy’s 
“ camp: for my part, I will not part to them with fo much as a handful 
ct of draw, above their pay.’' 

' %«.<■ '' i h \ • * vV ' * ■# " ’ , ?.'.V 

Another, day Mir-maaly-qhan, who wis now become Fodjdar 
of Siraniah, Navvab-gundj, and other places, having been fent for, 
to be put at the head of an expedition againft Rung-p8r, came and pre-f 
fented a petition, which chanced to commence in thefe words: Navvab 
Refuge of the world , greeting. This expreflion of Aalem-penah having hit 
his fancy, he fent for Hazyr-aly-qhan, fuperintendant ofhis hall of audience, 
and directed that his mace-bearers and ulhers fhould henceforward make life 
of that title in prefenting people ( 50 ). But there is fomething ftill more 
curious: he fent for his fecretary, and.ordered him to write a letter to the 
Vezir, Umed-ei-mulk, to this purport, and nearly in thefe terms: “ As it. ) 

" cuftomaty for people in writing to you, or in introducing any one, to 

(50) When people of the firft rank come to vifit, the public introdudlor walks before 
them; but without faying a word; only he, or the head-raal-bearer, names by their 
titles fuch perfona of high rank as are in the fervice. Others of an inferior rank, and 
In the fervice, are conduced to the end of the hall, by the .head mace-bearer, who, 
whilft they make a profound bow, names them, and adds, as trom them, thefe words: 
renowned navvab greeting ; Thefe are the words of etiquette. Navvab namdar, J'el&mct. 
The Chop-dar is then upon the fame line with them, and at their right. Perl'ons, not 
in the fervice, are never named, unlefs indeed they be low people, or it be neceflary 
to awaken the Prince’s attention, adually engroffed by fome other objeft; and then 
the falute of etiquette is omitted, although the mace-bearer falutes fometimes with the 
hand, at the very time the introduced makes a profound bow. 


“ adclrels 



« addrefs your Highnefs by the exprefiion of Navvab, Re/our a of all the 
« inhabitants of the world, greeting.:. Jo 1 , who am your Highnefs's foa, have 
« chofen for myfelf the title of Aaleh:-pcnab-, and I hope that you fhali 
« condefcend to make ufe of it, in writing to me.” After having forward¬ 
ed this letter, he accompanied it by-eleven EfherfHes, fent as a nuzur, or 
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homage, for that new-fangled title of his contrivance. But here is more : 
hit prOteftors at Court were Zya-ed-dd 8 lah and Djelal-ed-din-mahmed- 
qhan-j and to both he wrote “ That whoever fhould ufe any other title than 
««• that, would receive no anfwer, and would have his letter torne to fhredsd’ 
Such was his extent of mind. As to his morals, although he did not feem 
vicious, yet he dreffed and fpoke like a woman (a) ; but this did not prevent 
him from abufing, in a loyt and obfcene language, every one whatever, with¬ 
out diftin&ion, and that too in the fulleft hall of audience: fo that officers 
and commanders, dignified with the titles of Hezarys or Colonels, and Baha- 
d/r or Courageous, fubmited to fuch indignities, and remained fllentj and 
fueh was the ftyle of the Court, when that fenfelefs Mir-maaly-qlian 
propofed to take pofielfion ©f Rangpoor, and requefted affiftance; the 
requeft was immediately complied with, and an order iffued accordingly. But 
no one could obey ■, the rainy feafon was at it’s height, and the whole country 
under water; nor was any man fool-hardy enough to fet out in fuch weather; 
fo that the madman, Mir-maaly-qhhn, finding fo much flownefs every where, 
Kt out himfelf, and contrived to advance, little by little, as far as three days 
journey 5 but after undergoing a deal of fatigue, he was obliged to ftay where 
he was, without being able to advance one ftep farther. 

(a) It wfc obferveij that although he made ufe of the moll obfcene and moll infamous 
language, when fpeaiang *o his commanders and officers, he gave his houfehold-people 
no other ^bufe than that ufed by women ; and fuch are for inllance the expreflions of 
Ningori, Ningcra ; Nfpiirt, Ne-pStra ; Ne-qbyfmi ; Sir-mondt ; Qhandi : which ligmfy: 
relatioAcfs woman or man; r hildhfs woman' orman ; bujbandlefs ; batrlejs, or head jbaved ; 
Jbe-laugher ; and to be lhaved, or without a head of hair, is a great opprobrium amongll 
all kinds of women ; and to laugh is accounted a piece of levity amongll women of dif- 
tici&ion, who are allowed only to fn'ile. 
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Such being the'ftate of the Court, and of adminiftration, the city of P8- 
raniah could not fail to be full of conventicles. People lhocked at Shaocat- 
djung’s fhameful language, and tired-<o death with his no lefs fhameful beha¬ 
viour, ufed to affemble in feverai houies; and there, in the middle of their 
friends, they exhaled their complaints. In feveral of thefe affembliss, the 
traitor Habib-beg had found means to introduce himfelf, as an afiociate and 
friend j but under themalk of friendlhip he liftened to whatever was faid, and 
.ufed to report it to his mafter, whom he informed that the officers of hi. 
troops efpecially, had entered into a confederacy together, with intention to 
betray him. Nothing could be more falfe than fuch a report, and nothing more 
deftitute of any foundation. It is true, that Car-guzar-qban, the Commander in 
Chief, and many other officers of conference, like Sheh-abdol-refhid, with 
many other men of note, had refolved to go to Court in a body, and to requcd 
hifri, with threats, to forbear the infamous language he made ufe of in fpeak- 
ing to them. It was refolved to inform him, “ that, if after fo fair a warning 
“ he trefpafled again, it would be at his peril. ” The intent of all wjtkh, 
after all, was only to frighten the thoughtlds young man into a better beha¬ 
viour, and into a more decent languages and indeed this refolute proceeding 
had its full effect: the young Prince, now become fenfible of his danger, fent 
for a number of them, and made publicly fome conceffions, promifing them 
a better behaviour. All were fatisficd by this promife; but the thoughts of 
betraying him, were difclaimed by all; and all turning their eyes ur m 
Habib-beg, on whom they all fixed their fufpicions, intreated the Princ, to 
name the man that had given him fo falfe an informations that he might 
point out his authority, in his and their prefence, if he Hid fpoke the truth; and 
if he had uttered a falfehood, that he might receive at their hands, sin cimili fe¬ 
rn ent he deferved. Habib-beg, confounded and ervibarraffed at finding all 
the eyes turned upon him, took the accufadon up, and faid, “ that he had 
** not fpoke of any treafon; but only had given him to underftand that 
he would do well to alter his language and behaviour; as his people 
c< were ready to abandon him, and one of the foremoft of thofe would 
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Wbc himfeif. ” But this conftrqftion, winch he how put upon his own 
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report, having been reprobated by ‘all, as founded on falsehood, Shaocat- 
djung himfeif took a diflike to hifs new .favorite: who finding himfeif loaded 
on the very fpot with reproaches and taunts, by all his friends and acquaint¬ 
ances. then prefent; and oblerving alfo that he had now become an 
object of contempt' and reproach to both fides, thought that there re¬ 
mained no other party for him, than that of quitting the world, where 
he had loft his charader: laying down therefore both his arms and 
clothes on the- fpot, he exclaimed, that, « if there Ihould be a battle, he 
« would Hand by them ; elfe he bid them his laft farewell: I am now a 
3t Fakyr, laid he; and have done with the world” And luckily for him that 
he betook himfeif to that expedient } elfe, it was the general intention to 
chaftife him rigoroufly in full court. 

But although the breach betwixt the fervants and the mafter feemed 

made up by this incident, yet the latter, who perceived their being eftrang- 

ed from him, took a diflike to all his officers and troops; and fending for 

fome field pieces, with fome of the men of the artillery, whom he could trull, 

he planted them at the gates of his palace; and placed a guard at each of 

them, with orders not to fuffer .any armea men to enter. As the officers, 

on their fide, conceived a deal of miftruft from this behaviour, every one 
'"‘V 7 

. of them retired to his houfe, and declined going any more to Court; fo that 
th* Prince, finding himfeif defcrted, was fain to give a counter oidei, and 
(’ to admit every one, armed or not. 


Who-st the Coivt of P8raniah was a prey to fo much miftruft and 
mi (intelligence, news carpe that Laily, the He/.ary, or Colonel, had oeen 
invited over to Moon- .uodabad by Seradj-ed-doSlah; and that the man, 
glad of'the invitation, had repaired from Bir-nugur, to that capital. Shao- 
;at-djung, on hearing of this, was extremely furprized and aftonHhed* 
and he faid publicly that « if Lally had been capable of fuch a treafon, 
« aficr all the rights which the deceafed Prince, his father, had acquired 


“ over 





( 


> 



DxflcnfionJ be¬ 
tween the tv-o 
Princely Cou- 


** over that officers gratitude, there was expedtimg fidelity from any one 
dfc* ” Strange ihdeed! that SHaotat-djung ihould remember fo well the 
favors confered &y his father on that officer, and fhould forget at the fame 
time the difgraces and injuftices he had hirnfelf fo recently heaped upon 
him j Grange indeed! that after fuch a behaviour, he-ihould expert gratitude 
and fidelity at the man's hands! But fuch was his language, an<J fucli his 
turn of mind. To mention all his ridiculous and thoughlefs affions would 
require volumes; aftd a pity it would be to confume ink and paper, upon 
fuch a fubjedl. Mean while Seradj-ed-doBIah, informed of nis hatred to 
him, of his impudence, his impatience, and his thoughtleffnefs; and ap~ 
prifed alfo of Mir-maaly’s motions, and of the behaviour and turn of 
mind of all his favorites, he reiblved to try his pulfe> and although a 
very ftrange man. hirnfelf, he wondered at the ftrangenefs of the report, 
and thought it better, if polfible, to avoid coming to a rupture. But 
fome frefher intelligence which he received, made him determine to put 
an end to his pretenfions as foon as pollible. As a prelude, lie appointed 
Ras-Behary, younger brother to Radja D818bram, to the Fodjdary of 
Bir-nagur, and Gondvara, both in P8raniah; gave him the patents of it, 
and fent him to take poffeflion, entrufting him at the fame time with a 
letter for Shaocat-djung. Ras-behary advancing as far as the fliore 
oppofne to Radjeroahl, fent a Juppliquc to Shaocat-djung, which contain- 
ed'Ms own requeft, and Seradj-ed-do8Iah’s letter; and mean while he ftoo- 
ped there to wait for Shaocat-djUng’s permiflion to proceed. The purp- t 
of the letter was as follows: *« That as the two perganahs or diftri&s in 
“ queftion were going to be given in Djaghir to another at the Impe- 
** rial court, he had thought it improper to fvnt* the introdp&ion of a 
** ftranger in that country, and had rather chofen . aliume them hirnfelf, 
“ as his own Djaghir, after having requested them in his own narfie; and 
u as there was no difference between them two, and their interells were 
“ one and the fame, he had fent Ras-behary to take poffeflion of them; 
“ requefting his being pleafed to give him poffeflion, and to fend to Moor- 
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fhoodabad an aft of it.” Such a\ letter could not but Porprife Shaoeat- 
djung: he refolved to aik counfd t.ap his friends; find having af- 
fembled them, he alfo fent for me: thefe were Mir-maaly-qhan, and 
the Commander in Chief, and Habib-Deg, and fevcral other command¬ 
ers, and grandees, whofe fidelity he trufted: they all afiernbledj and I 
found them’ filent, when I arrived. On arriving, he opened the letcer, and 
alked their advice on this overture. The whole afiembly^to a man, turned 
it’s eyes upon me, and all alked my opinion; the Prince did the iame: 
but as I was difcontented this long while, I contented myfelf with anlwer- 
inp-, that whatever his Highnefs would determine in his own mind, doubt- 
lefs would prove the beft party poflible. He was not fatisfied with this 
aftl'wer, and he intreated mi fo ftrongly, that being unable to refill any 
more, 1 anfwered in thefe very terms; “ That as the rainy feafon was not 
« yet over, and there was no poffibility for horfes, or even for infantry 
« to move in the field, fo as to excite any apprehenfions, I thought it 
cc WO uid be proper to pafs over with diffimulation and compliance that fa- 
« yorable time of releafe and fafety; that we muft therefore lend for Ras- 
behary to court, and by fair promifes and a civil behaviour, keep him 
« hi fufpenfe: but meanwhile that the Prince ought to write- to Seradj- 
« ed-doRlah a relpeftful letter, approving what he had done as very pro- 
*« pci; but adding at the fame time, that as Shaocat-djung tliought him* 
«t p e f one 0 f thofe intitled to favor and beneficence from the hem of his 
« princely robe, he fupplicated that thofe two diftrifts might be, in com- 
u pliance with the cuftom, left annexed to P8raniah, charging himfelf 
,c with remitting to this|reafury the Malg8zary or fixed revenue of t-hofe 
/c i an ds. I aided, a'ter writing the above letter, he muft wait to fee 

.« w lut anfwer Seradj-ed-d681ah would make: that meanwhile Ras-behary 
« was to be ufed with regard and much civility; but that meanwhile, him- 
« felf ought to turn to fome benefit what remained of the tiny feafon, fo 
« as to afiernble his artillery and forces: that after the rainy feafon fliould 
« be over, it would be proper to make ft alliance with the Englifh, who 
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*f were reporred to intend marching againfr- Seradj-ed-d683ah; and there 

t( only it would be time to ad ap advance, as time and occafion flrouM 
f< point out.” This advice, thanks be to God, was approved by him; 
and he ordered the Secretary to draw up the letter in that ftyle, paying me, 
at the fame time, many encomiums; fo many indeed that the Courtiers, 
according to their rivetted ctrftom, thought it incumbent upon them to 
imitate their matter, and even to go further; and they became fo profufe 
in my praife, that he took a drfguft at them; and altering his tone of voice, 
he broke out in chefe terms: He is a man of JmJe indeed-, but will ever bis. 
fenfe be equal to mines be has the fenfeof ten thoufand men concentred in hit 
brain ; but I have that if Jever-al hundred thoufands concentred in mins', nor do- 
1 approve of his advice at all, This faid, he font for Rae-behauy’s- mef- 
fenger, and having reprimanded' and buffeted the poor man, he font for 
the VczjV's letter, which he looked upon as his patent, and ordered it to b 
read with a. loud voice in foil court: after which he gave a verbal anlwer 
in very rough terms to the meffengers, and added a letter to Seradj-ed- 
doBlah, in the fame ftyle. The purport of which was this: "I have re. 

■Extravagant let- fc ceived from the Imperial Court the patent of the three provinces of Ben- 

ter of Sluociit- 

Djurgs to Se- “ gala, Bahar and Sreflfa, in rny own name; but as the re flibfifts a brother 

*adj-ed-do$lah. & 1 

u hood and a parentage between us, I forbear meddliing wth y our life, 

* and fhall aflign for your fubMence any part in the province of Djehan- 
“ gir-nugur-daca, which you fliall like, and point out * and the pate it of 
a it I fhall expedite, whenever you pleafe. Meanwhile do retire into 
c thofe parts, and leave the palace, treafury, and furniture to my officers: 
w and take care to fend me your anfwer fpeediJv, as 1 am waking for it 
H with a foot in the ft wrap/* The meffeng t r ( - ’ oed to RasTbehity, 
delivered the verbal meffage, and put the letter in hrs hand. The Prince 
fhocked at what he called mummery and farce> refolded to march in 
per [bn, and to chaftife Shaocat-djungj and meanwhile he ordered Radja 
Ram-narain to fall upon him on his fide, with the forces of Azim-abad, 
and thofe of the Zemindars under ids command, Rmr-narSin, in com¬ 
pliance 
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lance with the order, fet out with Radja-fonder-fing, bind puting him- 
felf at the head of the forces of Azira-a^ad, which alone ctnild not amount 
to kfs than the double of die forces at P8raniah, but which at any rate muft 
have been a great deal more than equal, he marched againft the enemy 
As to the forces which Seradj-ed-d68lah had with himfelf, part was lent 
under the command of his Divan, Radja-mohon-lal, with orders to crofs 
the Ganga, and to fall upon the enemy on the fide of Samdah, Beflent- 
poor-golah, and Haiat-po8r ; and with die other part, he advanced to 
Radj-imhal, refolved to crofs the Ganga there, whilft the governor of Azim- 
abad being nearer, had already crofted over with his forces. Shaocat-djung, 
who liad always had in his mind fome day or other to come to war with 
Seradj-ed-d68lah, and whole letters and meffages to that Prince had now 
rendered it unavoidable, ordered his people to look out for a proper camp, He prepare* 
where his army might rendezvous. His mini Hers, fome of whom had be¬ 
longed to his father, and were not deftitute of abilities, pitched upon a fpot 
at th,e entrance of the province, which was a difficult part, betwixt Ma- 
niari and Navvab-gung, as being furrounded every where by lakes and 
moraffes, lb that there was no approaching it but by a narrow pafiage, 

- that ended in a narrow caufeway. The lakes were every where two or 
three coffes over, and deep; and in fome places, where they might be ac- 
ceffible in dry weather, the pafiage had been barred by a deep ditch, 
ar i a rampart; fo that the poll had become very ftrong, and fuch as would 
Have enabled a fenfibk commander to defend himfelf in it fc> feafons toge- 
dier, with a. final 1 number of troops, againft a numerous army; and that 
vyo without apoffibil.-y of his being afFaultcd, but with the utmoft difficulty; 

. the back parr ww his own country, from whence fupplies might be re¬ 
ceived \yith eafe and facility. This poft was approved of on all hands; 
but what is lingular, the commanders of the troops, efpecially of his caval- 
ry, out of difguft againft hu indecent way of fpeaking, were defirous of 
encamping at a diftance from him; and himfelf, out of miftruft to them, 

was not plea&d with having them for his neighbours: fo that whilft the 
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cavalry was marching to the rendezvous, orders were fent to the troops 
to encamp on the ifhore of the lictle river Sonra, which was at about a cofle 
and a half, or even more, from his own tents; and thele laft had been 
pitched within the intrenched part. In coniequence of fuch a diipofition 
the principal commanders encamped at too great a diftance from each other: 
thele were Car-guzer-qhan, the Commander in Chief; Sheh-djehari-yar, his 
nephew; Sheh-abdol-rdhid; Mir-f81tan-qhalil-qhan; and form. other per- 
fons of confequence. Amongft thefe was Mahmed-layd-qhan, fon to that 
Ab 8 -t 8 rab-qhan-t 8 ran.i, who had been flain at the battle againlt the zemin¬ 
dar Adjadj 8 , in Saadet-qhan’s fervice. There were feveral other commanders 
that had fcrved under Seif-qhan; and I was there myfelf, with my young¬ 
er brother Naky-aly-qhan. All thefe might be r aid to be the flower of 
the army Shiam-funder, a Bengaly-cahet, who in fadt commanded the 
artillery, (as there had not been any other commander of it, even in his * 
father’s life time, but Shaocat- djung himfelf), thought proper to encamp 
within the intrenched part; yet fo as to have his ftation on that narrow 
tongue of land that ended in a caufeway, and was the great palfage in 
and out of Camp. In this manner this army of good troops, deftitute of 
a chief and of a head, was encamped in two diftindt portions, at about two 
codes diftance fr om each other. News arrived every day of the approach 
of Seradj-ed-doSlah’s army. But on the day before the engagement, intei- 

f ;sr.C 

ligence came, that the enemy’s van guard was coming* and every one 'i\ 
our camp, although without any chief commander, prepared for defence. 
Some time after, intelligence came that the enemy had encamped at fome 
diftance, but that to-morrow they would come dow> for an attack. In 
the evening the fpare tents of Shaocat-djung’s we e * ut without 

it being known yet when he would come: and we paffed the night in that 
incertitude. The next day, being the twerity-firft of Djemadi, in the year 
1170 of the Hedjra, at about two hours after day-break, that Prince made 
his appearance: his officers and commanders immediately crouded Vound 
his tent, to pay their refpedb, and I was of the number* but fuch was 
. 
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liLs perverfenefs, jthat even at that moment, even. at fuch a time, his front 
did not open; nor did he unknit his eye-brows; nor did he drop afty thing, 
from whence one might conceive that he had difmiffed thofe fufpicions 


he had fo unjuftly conceived againd his people; even at that time he nei¬ 


ther laid or did any thing calculated to gain their hearts. He contented 
himfelf with copimanclmg his officers to return to their quarters, there to 
remain encamped as they were: lb that thofe brave meg were obliged, with 
broken hearts and dejeded countenances, to repair to their encampment, 

, which was on the right hand, that is at a full code and a half from the 
'infantry; and there they, remained, waiting for new orders. He remained 
himfelf in that fpot, within which he had brought a number of gendemen 
on horfeback, that had r o commander but himfelf; and alfo fbme corps 
on which he moft trufted; fuch as that of Mir-merdan-aaly, a relation 
of Qhando8ran, the Minider of State at Dehli: he commanded the 
body guards, and had diftinguifhed himfelf by an enfign of cloth 
gold. The other corps were commanded by Miten-lal, Divan to 
Jhaocat-djung; by Seif-ed-din-mahrned-qhan, nephew to Aga-azimai: 
a gentleman, who, fince Lally’s difgrace, had been inveded with die 
command of that officer’s corps of about a thoufand mufqueteers; laftly 
by Shaocat-djung’s own brother, JVIirza-Ramazani, who went, by the title 
of Hady-aaly-qhan-djeiTaret-djung, and had four hundred horfe under his 
CO nmand. All thefe were taken within the fortified part of the camp, like a 
roop of beads inclofed together in a net for the purpofe of being (hot 
it, and in this difpofition, Shaocat-djung thought he provided for the 
fety of the intrenci. ment, although he thereby put a didance of full two 
codes .-betwibt part f his army and the other. Whild he was giving 
fuch fenfylefs orders with a peevifb tone of voice, there happened to be clofe 
to him an old Afghan officer, Omer-qhan by name, who had been introduced 
into the fervice by Mir-sSltan-qhalil-phan, where he commanded a body 
of four hundred horfe: he was an old officer, and an old warrior, who 
had feen a variety of fervices. On obferving the Prince draw near, he 


N 
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had turned out his troop, in compliment to him ; but even fuch a mark of 
rtfped did not fofcen his mind; nor would he abate any thing of his 
wonted peevilhnefs of expreffion, and Te verity of looks ; he only took care, 
by the harftmds of his language, to difguft all thofe brave foldie^s, ,to a 
man. By this time the two-thirds of the day being fpent, Seradj-ed- 
doSlah’s army, under the command of Mohon-lal, his Divan, was making 
it’s appearance, bacwixt Abari and Maniary; and it’s ftandards, planted 
on a high ground, were deferred from afar; nor was the.diftance be¬ 
twixt the two armies in any fenfe more than two codes. As every one 
was doing as he pleafed in' our army, Shram-funder, the Comptroller of 
the Artillery, who wifired to fhew his courage and zeal, but who in 
reality betrayed only his ignorance' and inexperknee, quitted at once the 
poll where he was within- the- intrenchnient, and going out of the neck 
of land, he planted his artillery at about half a code farther, and of 
courfe at about- one code and a half from the enemy, which latter fhewed 
themfelves from the fouth and weft. By taking that pofttion, Shiarn-fisnder 
deprived himlelf of the protection of' the intrenchment, and of the be¬ 
nefit of the lake; for he had advanced beyond the lake. However, on 
the other fide, where the main body of the Bengal army was fhowing icfelf 
northward and fouchward, there remained ft ill a broad lake, of about two 
codes over, Oetween them and Shiiocat-djung ? s army; but Mohun-lal having 
advanced with the principal officers of his army-, amongft whom were iV 
djaafer-qhan, and the two friends, Doft-mahmed-qhan, and Mir-cazem-qhan, 
with the two brothers, Dilir-qhan, and Affalet-qhan, bothTons toOmer-qhan 
pitched his tents on- an eminence upon the fhor*- - jf the Ganp-.i where 
he flopped, out of-precaution, ordering his light ' . oe pl^d jn 

front, and to fire on the enemy; but the diftance was to. great that moll 
of the balls fed- ip the lake: this was not the cafe with the large artillery, 
which being by this time conoe up, it’s, ball went beyond the lake, and 
one or two of them fell-within the intienchmtnt. ShaOcat-djung, on ob- 
ferviog that the balls could reach him, ordered the infgnia of his dignity, 

yj 


that is the Mahi (51), to b lowered down, and carried at fame diftancej 
and he reprimanded the for yarns that flood round him, as if thofe trar- 
teroos fellows, by thronging round his perfon, had wanted to render hinh 
as conspicuous as a mark to fire at. The poor people immediately difper- 
fed, and went at fome diftance; ftili he was not fatisfied, and could not 
abide in* one place. Umer-qhan, the old officer above fpoken of, hap¬ 
pening to be near, could not Help expreffing himfelf in, thefe terras: “ My 
« Lord and Matter, (faid he), what kind of battle is this? I can make no- 
« thing of it} nor did I ever fee any fuch thing in all my wars in Decan, 
« nor under Nizam-el-mulk: this is not the way: here every one does 
cc as he likes. The troops muft be aflembled in one place, and ranged 
te in battle array} and the artillery muft be Rationed in front; and the 
“ men muft march together, and ,in a compact body, and ftand their 
“ ground with firmnefs; and then only victory and fuccefs may be expect- 
“ ed.” Shaocat-djung took the remonftrance ill, gave abufive language 
to I^izam-el-mulk, and faid : u / have no vccafion to be taught what I ant 
to do', for I have fought myfelf three hundred battles." The old officer, after 
this rebuke, hung his head; but added not a word. It was after giving 
this rebuke, that he remembered of the Commander, Car-guzar-qhan, and of 
the other officers whom he had placed at fuch a diftance with their cavalry; 
and he fent a trooper to afk them, why they remained motionlefs. as fo many 

;’> ks for the enemy's balls ? doubtlefs you have not the heart to fall upon them , I 
-ippofe. The trooper went, delivered his meffage, and brought this anfwer: 

To attack fo fuperioran enemy with our fmall force, would be highly irn- 
■'* prudent; and were we ever fo well inclined, the lake and its miry borders 
tl would effd^”'":' r r "eveAr us: let the enemy advance them lei ves, as they do 
K affually : after they ikall have fatigued themfelves in emerging from the* 
“ mire, and ftiall then have received fome difeharges of artillery and muf- 
“ quetry, it will be time then to fall upon an enemy fo weakened and dilor- 

(51) Figure of a fife, four feet in - length, in copper gilt, carried horizontally on the 

point of a (pear. 
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« deredi and if rhe cafe happens as we conje&ure, we fhail then do as wc 
“ fhail be able to afford; and ftich an advantage is all that our fmal! num- 
hers ran pretend to.” This anfwer railed his anger; he draped fame 
coarfe, abufive language, and lent back the man with this meiTage: Do 
not talk like Jo. many cowards-, a Gentoo, Juch as Shiam-Juttier, has advanced 
out of the intrenchment with my artillery , and is now pouring his balls rmongjl 
the enemy j and you that pretend to be Juch mighty commanders , Jlay behind to 
tdlk of prudence and caution: By this time it was already noon; and until 
the horfeman might carry this rebuke and bring an anfwer, more time 
would be fpentj and in fad, there remained now but one third'part of the 
day; but Shaocac-djung, who had already taken his dofe of bang, was by 
this time inclined to give vent to the fumes of it (,; 2 >, and to amufe himfelf 
wit.i liflening to the longs of his women: for being now incapable to hold 
up his head, he alighted from his elephant, and went into his fanituary. 
On feeing this I retired with fome other officers into the audience tent, where 
on fifing down, I could not help faying thefe words: (f The day is now far 
(pent, and there remains no more now than one third part of it; if we 
can pafs over that fpace of rime, without any accident, we muft fleep as 
** we can to-night; and to-morrow, after having taught common fenfe to 
this blockhead, we fhail join together,, and march out in a body to fight 
“ t0 § echer i antJ then happen what it will; but fight we fhail in a body at 
lea :. Alter having laid thefe few'words, I got up, with intention r» 
go over to the cavalry, incamped at a caffe and a half diftsyice, in whiefi 
was my brother Naky-aly-qhan. But on coming out of the intrenchment, 
in my way thither, I perceived that Car-guzar-qhan, with Habib-beg, 
Mir-So31tan-qhalil-qhan, unable to put up with rhe irsar. '.onveyed .jbv 
the horfeman in his third trip, had put themleives at the head., of the 
cavalry, and were eroding the lake with all the pains imaginable; and 

(j2) An intoxicating, drug, made by pounding in water the fommities or ^ kind of 

iemp. It is thick, of a dirty green, and more common, as well as fifty times cheaper, 
than gm is m England. 1 ' 
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they had only the other half to wade through, and would foon be engaged. 
This light ftruck me: I {topped, and faid to myfeif: “ I am too far off; nor 
« can I pretend to join them in time. Unhappily our troops are ftrange- 
« ly difperfed: our belt commanders. with their cavalry are wading 
« through mud and water, while the enemy is endlellly filing upon them 
« with th^ir rockets and artillery} and if they be able to crofs over at all, 
« it fhiil! be after they fhall have been thoroughly thinned in their num- 
« bers, and fpent. with fatigue: if they be not, they fhall to a man perilh 
“ in the lake. As to Shiam-funder with his mufqueteers, he is at a great 
« diftance from them: God only knows whether he has a mind to join and 
■«< fupport them; and if he does, whether he (hall have it in his power; 
" and if he has it, whether he ’fhall arrive betimes. Our two armies will 
« be beaten then, one afte another, and without being able to effedt a junc- 
« tion. Better to return back, and to advife this thoughtkfs youth: if I can 
tc get him upon his elephant, and with what troops are here, he make hafte 
tc to join his cavalry, I am not without fome hopes.” After this foliloquy, 
I carde back, and having advanced clofe to his quarters, I found that he 
was liftening to fongs, and amufing himfelf with dances; bat on being in¬ 
formed that his cavalry, and Shiam-funder’s mufqueteers being joined, were 
advancing towards the enemy; he got, half drunk, upon his elephant, 
where I favv that he could hardly fcpport himfelf. Already die troops en¬ 
camped with him, and which had retired to their tents, were aflembling 
fn «,i all parts round his perfon; but meanwhile a whole hour was loft 
thefe motions; and meanwhile the troops that were - crofting the lake, 
vere already engaged, but in a diforderly, confufed manner. I was urging 
to advance, to fupport his men; but he could not fupport 
■bUifdf;" he vk~-, oiVt of kis fenfes; and at every tenth ftep, he would lay 
his hand on the driver’s fhoulder, to make him ftop. I urged (till, without 
being difcouraged, as his pwdence alone would be of fome ufe, and his 
people wert haltening about him. But already as we were getting out or 
camp, I could obferve that the cavalry, having ai lafl eroded the lake, 
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under the enemy’s fire, were now engaged with a ftiff mud and dangerous 
mire, from whence few could get out; and mean while they were Ihot at 
like fo many marks: fo that moft of them 'being killed or wounded, before 
they could join the enemy, and the others being unable to Hand their ground 
even there; they gained the firm land, but it was to fly at a diflance. 

'■ ’ r o 

On obferving this, Mir-djaafer-qhan advanced upon them, with Mir- 
Cazem-qhan, and Umer-qhan, and all his cavalry; and falling fword in 
hand upon our difperfed men, they drove them every where before them, 
without the latter having been able to make a junction of their fmall 
numbers, or to be joined by us. In this manner many of our brave 
commanders, overpowered by numbers, fell, ufeleflly to themfelves, and 
to us. Abdol-ralhid and Mahmed-fayd-qhae, after performing feats 
of valour, drank manfully the bitter cup of death, as did Mir-foltan- 
qhalil himjfelf. Aaly-uaky-qhan and Habib-beg, who had loft their horfis, 
and fought on foot, were fcvereiy wounded; and being taken prisoners, 
they were conferved alive, as being known to Mir-djaafer-qhan and to 
Dofl-mahmed-qhan. Sheh-mahmed-yar-qhan finding himfelf left alone, 
performed what could be expected from fo brave a man; and he retreated 
fafe, carrying, with him Car-guzar-qhan, who had heroically exerted 
himfelf, aud had recevied feveral dangerous wounds. Shiam funder fled 
alfo, but much wounded. The commanders of the enemy’s, having fo 
eafily defeated this advanced moiety of our army, formed again, md 
advanced in order, againft thofe they faw about Shaocat-djung’s perfor 
On fight of this, Mir-rnerdan-aaly, who commanded his body-guard', 
and Miten-laal, who commanded the foot guards, turned about, with Mirant 
ramzani, brother to the Prince, and, without waiting fc ***/ enemy, they 
fled full fpeed. Seif-eddin-mahmed-qhan, who hi d fucceed/d Lally, 
lied alfo, after receiving feveral wounds: non^ of his mufqueteers would 
ftand by him. Shaocat-djung, now left alone with only fourteen men, 
one of whom was myfelf, was totally out of his lenfes, when ‘a mufquet 
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lodging into his forehead, made him return his foul to it’s maker: 
is ferpitch and yellow turbant , fell on the ground, and were taken up 
by fomebody. finding now that all was over, I went away, with the very 
Few that remained; and then we difperfed, each going to his home. Mir- 
moittea, who bore the firname of Emir-qhani, for having ferved under 
the famoys Emir-qhan, and was rtow one of the favoritp of Mir-djaafer 
qhan’s, having fpurred his horfe towards the elephant that carryed Shaocat- 
djung’s body, ran a fmall lance (one of thofe iron onb, called Barchys,) 
with fo mdch force, that it ran from behind into Mirza-roftem-aaly’s 
Ihoulder, (who fat in the qhavvas) (53), and came out on the oppolite fide, 
clofe to the neck: he at the fame time called out, Surrender, and let me 
have thofe arms of yarn's. Thfe man to whom he fpoke was a brave officer, 
of much perfonal merit,| and much zeal in the fedt of the Imamites, of 
which he was an intrepid aflertor: roufed by the wound, he drew his 
fabre, and turning to the {pear-man, “ And who art thou, faid he, that 
« dareft to afk my arms, tvhilft I am alive? Do ft thou believe that I wear 
•< (hem to far render them to fuch a fellow as thee, that has wounded me 
« from behind? Come near, and I will give thee the arms-, draw but mar, 
« if thou dareft .” Mir-morteza would not go nearer; and the elephant 
continued his route. The evening coming on, pur an end to the con- 
tell; but nobody purfued, and every one on both Ikies retired to his home, 

/ 'without any hindrance from the peafants of PSraniah, who were not 
Courageous enough to come down in numbers, and to plunder the living, 
or ftrip the dead, as they do in Hindoftan. As to us, my brother 
and I, who were obje&s of refentmeot to both fides, our cafe was more 
ejfib'arraffing: Shaocat-djung had been heard to fay, that as foon as he 
Ihould have gained the vidtory, he would make an example or thole 
two men, who were more refractory than all the others put together, 
and whom fo many had taken up for their patterns: and Seradj-eddo8- 


(53) 'f he fedan, or throne, or faddle, placed on an elephant, is always divided in two 
unequal parts, the hindinoft of which affords room for one man, and is called Qhavvas. 
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lah, on Ms fide, ufed to fay “ that Shaocat-djung was a negative, paffive 

** youth, pufi'.ed-on by thefe two men, who were his advifers, and 

€i the authors of all the troubles : and that after the viftory 

“ he would take care to puniih them both as they defcrved. ” 

Once he wrote us a letter, to invite us over to his army, under 

jpromifes of promoting us to the utmoft of our wilhes, fhould we 
quit Shiocat-diung’s fervice. But we did not write him an an- 

fwer, left we fhould expole ourfelves to a variety of reports: we 

contented ourfelves with giving the meflenger this verbal anfwer: 
tc Tell your mafier, that fhould wo now go over to his fervice, at Juch a 
lt time as this, what confidence could he repqfe in us? It feems that the 
victorious remembered of this anfwer: for two or three days after the 
battle, he, of his own motion, ordered both Nak >-aaly-qhan, and Habib- 

beg, his prifoners, to be put each in :> chopalah, or chair, and carried 

beyond the Kurrum-naffa, with a fufficient fum of money to bear their 
charges. He at the fame time, fent Radja-mohun-lal to take poffeffioa 
of the treafures and effeCts of Shaocat-djung’s, and ordered Mir-cazem* 
qhan to attend on him with his corps. As this officer was fon-in-law 
to my maternal auar, he took the liberty to reprefent to that Prince that 
" Gho81am-huflein-qhan, if alive, mull: be at PSraniah, with his confort, 
*' children, and family, as well as his brother Naky-aaly-qhan’s family; 
** and that he hoped from his goodnefs that no ill ufaga fhould be offer- 
te ed to either, as it might affeCt his flave’s honor, or call a flur on his 
** fentrments of attachment to that family. May it pleale your Highnefs 
<{ (added he) to give your princely orders to the Maha-radja according* 
a ly.” By a particular good luck, it happened that this minifter was himftlf 
prelent; and the Prince turning to him, faid thefe very words: dadja-mobon- 
" /«/, yon mufl not think that Gh&lam-bujfein-qban' s mother is only related 
“ to the brave Mir-cazem-qhan: fhe is my own aunt-, and I profefs a high 
" regard for her: take care that no injury is (fined them : funvfh them 

“ with 
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money and with a pafs," that they d~*art with fafeiy and decency : 

<e and that they may repair whitherfoever they may have a mind to." 

«•. V.; '/«' ’# "V v sW* • " ft in' 1 - , - 

This order was the more opportune for us, as from the Held of bat- oitewwal 
tie, ? had repaired directly to my houfe in PSraniah, where, I knew Author 
that my mother, overcome by her fears and anxiecy, was befide her- 
felfi I endevored to conlble and comfort her, but fhe obferved, that wc 
rnuft now feek out for fome corner, and live in it in retirement, until 
we might fee what would be the end of all thefe troubles. I liftened to 

t 

the advice, 'and taking my confort, and a final’ number of attendants, 

I retired into a corner, where I remained concealed, and from thence I 
w^-re to Mir-cazem-qhan j (may God's forgivenefs be upon that good man); 
on receiving my note, hp anfwered it direCtly, and accompanied it by 
fome troopers of his own, who had orders to protect my lodgings, 

Hirnfelf fet out on the third day after the battle, and came to PSra¬ 
niah in company with Radja-mohun-lal, where he took up his abode in 
my lodgings, and from whence he fpared no pains in faving my pro¬ 
perty, and in protecting my perlyn; exerting hirnfelf in the handfomdt 
and nobJeft manner. Mohun-lal, it is true, fent for the elephants and 
fome of the ferpiches that had been prefented me by Shaocat-djung,' 
but- laid his hands upon nothing# elfe: fome perfons, like Mir-maaly- 
qhan, and Aga-mir, with lome others, were confined, by the Prince’s 
o der: but no oppofition was made to my fending by land part of my 
baggage, and by water all my furniture, and every thing belonging to 
me; after which 1 fet out myfelf for Azim-abad.' When arrived there, 
fome Mufulmen our acquaintances, took care to have us refufed the li¬ 
berty of coteteg into the city* and we therefore took up our abode in 
Shah-^rzan’s cell and habitation, an old acquaintance of mine, who pre¬ 
vented us from going farther: this however was doubtlefs in hopes of 
our being overtaken by fome fubfoquent order, chat would not pleafe 
us, but would afford him much pleafure, Praife be to God, that his 
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cxoedatioii Was diftpnointed, and that tlie order he fb much wi/hed die 

<£ v' • 

not arrive at all, Luckily vor us, that Ram-narain, the Governor of the 
pro' inCe* who had been to vifit his Badjinat (55), chanced now to re- 
turn to Azim-abad, where he had the goodnefs to urge our departure, 
and unwilling to give tis an elcort himfelf, he f ve us a pafs, but iiredt- 
ed Phaluvan-fmg and his brothejf to afford e efcort. Meanwh le I 

fell ffek in that cell of Shah-erzan’s, and y ..... .cry ill; but none of our 
numerous friends and acquaintances in the city thought proper to pay 
us a vifit or to fee how we did. Out of fuch a number of acquaintan¬ 
ces, only three perfons thought proper to remember us: the* firft was 
Doctor GhSlam-aaly-qhan, a Phyfician (whom Go‘d may lodge in a cor¬ 
ner of his tnercy!) he came to fee me, juft as he had done in our , /s 
ofprofperity, and afforded me his vifits as a mend, and his care end 
medicines, as a Phyfician, The fecond, was the Lady Mifri-begum (56); 
was a relation of Mirza-darab’s, daughter of Mu- ;■ yed-mahmed the Ifpanian, 
and a confort to Mir-haider-aaly the forgiven. May God Almighty 
preferve that worthy lady in health and : -Ip ricy, and may he vouch- 
fafe to render her happy in the next world 1 • f ith a motherly tender- 
nefs, and the moft fedulous folicitude, {he was day and night with us* 
and {he accompanied us in our journey as far as Muhyb-aaly-p8r j 
fo that it required our joint efforts,- and our entreaties, to make her re¬ 
turn : elfc, her intention was to accompany us as far as the Kurem- 
nafla, which was the laft boundary of Scradj-ed-doSlah's dominions. 
We live now* at a diftance from her; but even at luch a diftance 
this chafte, pious, and worthy lady exerts for this Poor Man all the 

(55) Probably this name indicates fome place of worlhip, c)r„thejpvrfor:iiai)ce of 
foxne religious duty. 

- {56) Thefe two words might be tranHated by the expreffion the Princefs Svgrreansfy | 
for Begstm fignifies Princefs. However it muft be observed that it is become an appel¬ 
lative added to their names by all daughters ofSeyds; jult as the daughters of Mogul* 
are fly led phanum, and thofe of Hmdoftanees,_ Bibis; which two laft w . is fignsfy Lady, 
all over India and Perils; but qbanvm, in Turky, fignifies, Princefs well as all over 

Tartary. ' ,, . , 
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Solicitude 'of thfe tendered mother. The third pcrfon who remem¬ 
bered us, was the late Sheh-nafr-ollah, fan to Ynayet-yahhia-qhan, hereto¬ 
fore deward to my forgiven father, and in the fequel, to^ Zin-eddiq- 
-V .wifd-qhan, Governor of Azim-abad, ( on whom may ®0$’r- mercy reft 
ever! ) he was then a young man, and had been fo lucky, as to have 
olfUined, through the pious and worthy Shah-mahmed-aaly-hezin’s 
interceffion, the poft of fteward to the Nizamut of Azim-abad. This 
/ young man, under pretence of viliting Shah-mart’s .monument, came fe- 
veral times to fee me; nor did he mifs any means in his power to procure 
us a fafe-retreat out of Seradj-ed-do8iah’s dominions: God be thanked for 
it; by a particular difpofition of his infinite goodnefs, we travelled in fafety 
throughout that hoftile country, which was before us; and I arrived in 
health, with all my family and effects at the city of Banarefs } where 1 had 
the happinefs to kifs the feet of that venerable, pious man, his Highnels 
Sheh-mahmed-hezin; and the honor of paying my refpeas to my maternal 
uncle, Seyd-abdol-aaly-qhan, the Valiant in Battles} who was then out of 
employment, and lived in that city in the utmoft diftrefs. As an additibn to 
my good luck, I met in the city my younger brother Nacky-aly-qban, who 
had been fo fortunate as to get fafeout of the hands of fuch a tyrant as 
Seradj-ed-do81ah. I alfo met there my two other brothers, who had been 
■ aljeady banifhed fome time ago from Azim-abad, by order of that Prince. 
Thanjis are due to God Almighty, for thefe benefits, and for the many 
jjuch benefits, which! have received befides in the courie of my life ; thanks 
and glory be^o his goodnefs, for every one of them X Mohon-lal employed 
the few days he remained at PSraniah in affembling and fending to Moor- 
Ihpodabad the treafures and effects of Sayd-ahmed-qhan, as well as his 
women, ancj, children, which latter werekinfmen and relations of Seradj- 
ed-d68Uh’s. To thefe he added Sipahdar-djung, fon to Seif-qhan, 
who was alio lent with the utmoft regard and honor to Moor- 
Ihoodabad. This nobleman had efpoufed one of Sayd-ahmed-qhan s 
daughters} a Princefs that died when her father was engaged in the 

expedition 
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expedition againft Mahmed-djelil, the Zcminder of Cagra. Motion? 
lal alfo took care to rcfu.ne the many extravagant gifts which Shaocat-djung 
had at times bellowed; and after ellablilhing order in the country, fo as 
to arrange every matter of government, and finance, he appointed a perfo" m 
aft .as his deputy, and repaired to his mailer ; who took care to a|fi$ 
fuitable penfions to every one of his coufins: he carried them to his cap;, a!, 
where he took up his abode in a new Palace of his, called Manf8r-gunj, 
and lived in all the pride of viftory and profperity. 


This Prince, now in the full blaze of fuccefs, had now aflembled 
in his'.palace, all the treafures hoarded up by feveral preceding 
Princes, with an infininy of precious effects and jewels, that had been 
the fruit of the fearches and toil of feveral illuftrious houfes and fami- 

5«ra'dj-ed..doB- k 

d«u D el r0ffcrity li e8 : he feemed then in the‘zenith of power and profperity; but it 
was at this very time that preparations were making for his ruin; 
and it was at this very time his fortune was verging to a decline. Nor 
is this a novel thing: it is the conftant courfe of events all over the 

world, that whenever things have rifen to their zenith, they after that period 

■ 

verge towards a decline, and tend to their ruin: for every completion 
naturally advances to a declenfion, and fometimes brings it on in jo 
complete a manner, that people have been at a lofs how to find out the 
footfleps and traces of former profperity. The manner in which Seradj- 
ed-d681ah’s fortune and dominion were brought to that predicament 
is, in few words, as follows: . 

Mr. Drake, that Chief Man of Calcutta, who had been the 
author and caufe of all thefe troubles and all this ruin, having fled 
on board a fhip with a few gentlemen that had efcaped the engage-, 
ment, had retired to Mendradj, a fadtory of conlequence, which the 
Englilh have in Decan, in the province of Arcat; and probably 
he was followed thither by fome other Englilh, of the better Iqrt, who 

* being 
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then difperfed all over Bengal for the purpofes 
means, after the capture of Calcutta, to make good their way to Decan, 
through a variety of dangers. There was then in thofe parts a commander 
Vi the King Inghiker’s fer vice, but appointed to attend on toe Company; 

Vr -W 

an officer who after many years war had conquered feverai countries of 
De>ah from the French, and was now living at Mandradj, where he. 
commanded a frnall force that did not amount to more than one or two 
Pal tans of Talingas (57), and three or four companies of European fol- 
diers. This Commander, by his many victories over the French in Decan 
had been greatly inftrumental in refcuing from their overgrown influence 
the fovereign of that country, Sayd-mahmed-qhan-felabet-djung, ion to 
Nizam-el-mulk. So many fucceffes had procured him the title of the 
Steady and T/ied in JVar (58), and he was confidered as a warrior of confe- 
quence. This commander having aflembled the principal men of the fac- P « r s 
tory of Mendradj, together with thofe that had efcaped from the hands of 
Seradj--ed-d6?>lah, threw the dice of confultation amongft them. The una¬ 
nimous refult of their deliberations was, that the brave, the Tryed in 
Battles, Colonel Clive, fhould repair into Bengal with thofe gentlemen 
* phat had efcaped from thence, and fhould endeavour by every, means which 
he could devife, to rebuild the factory there, and to re-eftdblifh the Com¬ 
pany’s trade in the manner it had cxifted heretofore. This he was at li¬ 
berty" tp effed, whether by paying a fum of money, or by force and vio¬ 
lence, juft as circumftances fhould point out. Colonel Clive, after this 
deliberation, ^barked on board of feme fhips, together with the gentle- 
- men efcaped from the faftory of Calcutta; and taking with him what troops 
and artillery were ready and at hand, he arrived with his fhips at that part 

\) . " , ' rr .* 

(57) This word is a corruption of the Englilh word Platoon, which comes itfelf 
from thfc French Pelotton,—The word Talir.ga is ufed in Bengal, and in the countries 
around, to fignify thofe native difeiplined foldiers called by Europeans Sifabees; a word 
which in Hindoftany iignifies no more than foldiers, army men, 

\ • * 

( 58 ) Sabut-djutog. 
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of the river called die Blue- water (59), where the Bagrauty joins the fear, 
and where he caft anchor. But as the commanders of that nation are pru¬ 
dent, wary, and experienced in affairs, as well as extremely brave in a day 
of battle, he thought it incumbent upon him, firfl of all, to try what tou'. ’ 
be done in the way of negotiation ; and with that view he wrote to fipdSj- 
ed-d 681 ah, "to intercede in behalf of Mr. Drake, wliofe trefpafies kere- 
“ quelled might be forgiven, to offer fome lacs of rupees for leave to rp- 
« build the Engiilb factory, on the former footing; and to re-eftablilhing 
« the Englilh trade in his dominions: a falutary lneafure, by which he 
« doubted not but the duff: of diffenfton and mutual dilcontent might 
“ be wiped off from each other's eyes.” Seradj-ed-doSlah, who was the 
molt ienfelefs and ignorant of men; and who had favourites ftill more 
extravagant than himfelf, held a confutation with his grandees, upon 
thefe propolah; but found not a man that would advife him to accept 
of a peace on the proffered conditions: for the Engl iff: being known in 
Bengal only as merchants, neither hknfdf, nor any of his. favourites, had 
any idea of the courage and abilities of that nation in war, nor any idea of 
their many refources in a day of reverfe: and on the other hand, thofe 
that had fome right notions of the matter, did not dare to open their 
mouth; and indeed had they opened it, no one would have likened to 
their words; befides that every one of them, tired with Seradj-ed-doSlah'': 
government, and reduced to defpair by his tyranny, wiihed ardently to fee 
him embarked in fome enterprife that might end in his ruin. It was 
even dangerous to fay any thing of peace; and if any one ^did dare to fay 
as much, he never failed to be laid bold of by the others: thofe ignorant fa¬ 
vourites of his, would feize the advifer by the throat, and gripe it fo hard 
as to make him afk for quarter, and lwear that he would never mention 
that tale of his again. '.'X 
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{^9) The water is white there At all times, efpecially for nine months of the year; but 
the Bengalees have no «othcr word to defign the tea, alias the bitur water? Mi pans or 
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7 Advices of all this having been duely imparted to Colonel Clive, arid 
himfelf being now fully apprifed of the diffehfion^bwn in the country, 
and of the peculiar turn of mind of all the grandees of the Court; he 

. ^rewtired of waiting to no purpofe for an anfwer, which no drte thought of 

fdihig, and he prepared himfelf for adting with open force, and for an of- 
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femve war: he brought his fhips to an anchor over againft Manic-chund’s 


lodgings,' and commenced a nonade; but having foon obferved in the 
enemy’s motions much ignorance and confulion, he landed his men and 
artillery, and marched againft him. The ienfelefs governor of the place, 
intimidated \0 fo much boldnefs, and not finding in himlelf courage 


enough to..., d an engagement, thought it prudent to decline a 


Calcutta re¬ 
taken by th« 


# 


..carer app. a and he tied with all his might. The Englilb General 
feeing the enemy disappeared, pok poffeffion of the factory and fort, Ea£h * 
raifed every where his victorious ftandards, and fent the refugee gentlemen 
every one to his ancient abode, and every one to his -own home. Such a 
piece of intelligence having foon been conveyed to Moorfhoodabad, could 
not fail to'diforder greatly that fluffing of pride and ignorance, with which 
Seradj-ed-d 681 had been at fo much pains to fill his head and ears; 

... an ,j y prepared u come to Calcutta to oppofe the progrefs of the fc.nghih. 

,ei / e inftability of human things, that two months and twenty- 
. (t had hardly elapfed finco the conqueft of P8raniah; and hardly 

kd u mice commenced to repofe in his palace in the fecurity of fuc- 

erffis and victory, when at once there appeared iigns of that retribution 
due o his a €% s, as well as tokens of the declenfion of his power. It 
was re W* ; the fecond Reby, in the year u 7 o/ when he quited his a.d. I757 
capital to mardh to Calcutta, fully bent on expelling the Englifh. He 
was followed,by a numerous army, furniffied with every neceffary for war. 

Being near Calcutta, he encamped in a fpot of ground that had hit his 
fancy, and which he thought advantageous likewife: from thence he was 
every day making attempts to recover poffeffion of that town, and yet every 

day liftehed to propofals of peace; infomuch that both war and peace lbb- 
* * fitted 
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Med at one and the fame time; whilft the Englifh, who had their parti. 


cular views in chat.doubtful ftate of things, made it a pra&ice now and then 
to come into camp, under pretence of an agrement, but in fad to examine 


it, as they intended all this while io furprtfe the enemy; and fuch a man 
oeuvre required a man that fhould take a full knowledge of the chart uf'.he 


country. They took care therefore to fend with their envoys a rnan d?n- 
vcifanr in Geometry, and who to that talent added an enlarged underflart’- 
ing, a keen memory, ana m uch accutenefs of comprehenfion. This .man, 
in hi.' .rctfent trips acquired a comprehenftve notion of Seradj-eu-d 681 ah’s 
camp, as well as of his own private quarters, with all the' roads that led 
thither, and every other important matter, that had a relation to his ob¬ 
ject : fo that after having hoarded up all that knowledge in his memory* 
he made on his return a very circumftantial report of what he had obferved. 
Probably the next night after that man’s return, but certainly two or three 
nights after, the Englifh, who had formed the project of a night-attack, 
put their troops in boats at about two in the morning, and rowed towards 
the extremity of the enemy’s camp, where they remained waiting during 
the latter part of the night: at about the dawn of the day they landed on 
c the back part of the army, and -altered the camp, where they ieifurely 
commenced a hot fire, which being repeated by thofe in the boats, ren¬ 
dered rnufquet-balls as common as hail {tones in a florin; fo that vtftf 
numbers of men and liorfes, which happened to be exoofed to it f wt/“ 
(lain or wounded. Doft-frahmed-qhan, who was not only a principal 
commander in the atmy, and a man of great perfonal valour,, but alfo one 
of the moft attached to Seradj-ed-dofclah, was wounded and difabled. 
Numbers of other officers, whofe names I know not, underwent the fame 
fate; and it is reported that the defign was no iefs, than to lay hold of 
Seradj-ed-doSlah himfelf, and to carry him away. Luckily for him, there 
fell fuch a fog and mift, of the kind called in Hindian, cbhefa-, and it oc- 
c-afsoned fuch a darknefs, that two men, though ever fo dole, could not 
diftinguilh each other. This darknefs made the enemy rniftake their way; 
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as well as Seradi-ed-do 81 ah’s private enclofure; fo that this Prince efcaped 
narrowly. It was obfervpd of the Englilh, that they marched fteadily, 
with order and deliberation, as if it had been a review day,, firing endlefsly on 
every fide, until they arrived at the front of the camp, from wlience they re- 
tan ed leifurely to their polls and fortified houfcs, without fuffering the 
le ts of a-- lingle man. 

This ftrange attack intimidated to a high degree both Seradj-ed-.do8- 
Iah, and his diforderly, timorous army, which was in fuchadifmay and con- 
fufion, as to anticipate all the horrors of the day of judgment. Hencefor¬ 
ward it became dangerous to remain encamped dole to an enemy, fo dar¬ 
ing, and fo alerti and he refolved to carry his camp farther; but firft 
of all, he fent for Mahmed-iredj-qhan, his father-in-law, as well as for the 
principal grandees of his court, and me chief commanders of his army; and 
having alfembled them in his tent, he afked them what was now to 
be done; and where he mult encamp? The atfembly, on obferving his 
fright and panic, advifed him to encamp at a good diltance, and to lif- 
ten to propofals of peace. "But by this time the Engli!li, fully fenfible 
of his pufillanimity, and thoroughly acquainted with the intrigues in his 
court, had altered their tone of voice; and they talked of his making 
good the wjiole amount of what had been plundered by himfeli or by his 
arov at the fab of Calcutta: an amount that rofe to an immenfe fum. The k»v*4 

. . . , . , fubmitstoa dif- 

At lalt, after many interviews, and much negotiation, and many lchemes gracefulpc»c«. 

$ i . . ^ 

about war and v peace, it was agreed on both fides, that Seradj-ed-doSlah 
fhould make good in ready money the amount of the lofs undergone by 
the Company ; and that as a fecurity for the other Ioffes, he Ihould deli¬ 
ver into the hands of the Englilh fix perganahs or diltri&s in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Calcutta, with the produft of which they were to indemnity chem- 
felves fully; after which the dillrids in queftion were to revert to the 
Navvab’s officers. Mr. Watch, was the perlon employed in thefe negoti¬ 
ations,’ arid in the conclufion of the treaty, where he acquired the good¬ 
will of both parties, and was applauded by both fides. This man had 


R 


been 
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been taken prifoner at Cafllma-bazar, but had recovered his liberty 
Seradjed-nloSlah’s defeat. The mutual bonds and obligations being ex¬ 
changed, that Prkce decamped from the neighbourhoods Calcutta, and 
returned to Moorfhoodahad. There on ^evolving in his palace of Man 
fo8r-gunj upon the cataftrophe he bad rnet with, he was confoundeS with 
wonder at areverfe of fortune of which he never had fo much as e conce,v- 
ed an idea; and he was at a lofs what party to take: he now remember * 

ed home matters that had palled, and fome actions of his now recurred 
to his mind: he now commenced feeling remorfes; and he became fenfi- 
blc that there was fuch a being as an avenging God. His'generals and 
friends now commenced to delete his court; and Doft-mahmed-qhan, ono 
of hi? braved and mod: zealous commanders, obtained leave to retire, in 
order to get cured of his wounds; fo that he availed himfelf of that pef- 
mifiion to go to Sarfaram, as a place of fafery, where he might lodge his 
family and children. Mir-djaafer-qhan himfelf ceafed to go to court, and 
he lived retired in his own quarters. As that general, as well as Radja- 
dollub-ram were at the head of the army, and they Teamed of late to 
have become a different fort of men from what they had been, Seradj- 
cd-do8lah concluded that they mud be at the head of the malecontents, ' 
and the very perfons that blew the fire of diffenfion: of gcurfe that 

f* r 

they deferved an exemplary punifhment. But he had nor the 
ceflary for fuch a vigorous aflion: he remembered moreover thgi he had fuch. 
an enemy as the Englifh at his elbow; and on the other -hand, his in- * j 
nate pride and vanity, as well as his natural psrverfenefs and ignonip.ee, 
did not allow his making up matters with thole two cojnmanders, by 
fuch a conduct as might recover their hearts: nor did he feel in himfelf 
vigour enough to feize their perfons by open force, and tc\ exile them 
from the regions of life and evidence; nor was there any one arrfongft 
tbofe new minifters, favourites, and generals of his, (every one of whom 
was as incapable and as thoughtlefs as himfelf,) that had courage enpugh to 
acknowledge his own unfitnefs for fuch important concerns, and to advife 


his 
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is mafter to alter his fyftena of conduct; and inftead of confummg him- 
felf with cares, anxieties and bodily labour, to call together die a^w at 
minifters and generals formed by Aaly-verdy-qhao, to gai) their Hearts 
% a condefcending behaviour, and to ontruft them with the management 
of r.is affairs. His new favorites ought in fuch a diflrefled ftate of his af- 
fai/s, to .have laid down their own pretenfions, and exhorted him to call 
his afftftance all the abilities and talents of his kingdom: they ought to 
"^have faid with a common voice: “ My Lord, to compleat our wifhes, anti 
' «< to fill the rneafure of our ambition, is an eafy matter. Whenever you 

’ « are yourftdf powerful, and honored, fome beams of your own glory 


tc fi ia n f ur ely be reflected on our own pcrfons; but now think only of put- 
“ ing at the head of your affairs thofe old generals and minifters that have 
F already a character.” .This was the language which they ought to have 
’held, and which no one would hold. But his own thoughts were fo Un¬ 
certain as yet, and fo fluctuating was his behaviour, that after having been 
for fome time intent on fchemes of reconciliation, he was at once 1b over¬ 
come by his anger and refentment, as to order cannon to be planted againft 
Mir-djaf*-qhao’s houfe. Radja-dollob-ram was no lefs diflf.uisfied, and 
•: cu k to manage; he would not hear of fubmitting to Mohun-lal's fu- 
and on the other hand Djaagat-feat, the principal citizen of 
-ar’ith SNforn he had often ufed with flight and deriflon, and whom 
.aci mortaly affronted, by fome times threatening him with circumcifion, 

■ in his hedrt totally alienated and loft. 


Just a this efifis the flames of war broke out between the French and the 
Englifh ; mq nations that had difputes amongft themfelves of five or 
fix hundred years (landing; and which, after proceeding to blocdfhed, 
~ vars, battles, and maflacres, for a number of years, would lay down their 
rrms by common agreement, and take breath on both Tides, in 
order to come to blows again, and to fight with as much fury as ever. 

The 
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The Frepch were every where beaten in Decan; and Armiral-dilir-djung- 
(6o)jcame down with his fhips to attack Farafh-danga, which is 
two or three Vtrfles from HSglv, and clore to Chichira, an Hollandifh 
Tettlement and town. He was incited to this enterprife by M^per-terr# 

1 f* t 

(6t), who forgetting what he owed to his own nation, pointed out to him 
a particular paflage, which the French had left open in the* Bagrati, 
for their own fhips to pafs, in calc of need > for they had ipoiled the 
whole breadth of the river by finking a number of veffels. The’ Ar- 
mial Dilir-djurig, under fuch a guide, advanced up with his Hups Of 
war, and took by force the French fortrefs: the French were van- 
quifhed, and they loft liftewlfe the fa&ory they had at the Cafiimfc- 
bazar. In this extremity, M8fher Lafs ( Monfieur Law ), who was a 
commander of character amogft them, afieinb'cd the few remains o: 
his nation} and with thefe, and fome cannon, and fome mulqueteers 
which he had difeiplined, he marched to Mooilhoodabad, where he 
took fervice with Seradj-ed-d68lah. The Englilh being informed of 
this, were provoked: and whether by thtf iriftigation of the difeontent- 
ed grandees, now become their confederates, or of their own motion, 
they reprefented to him by the means of their agent, that it was proper 
and convenient that the enemies and, friends of the Englilh. 'mould he 

. • " _ • _ . * h 

(60) The Courageous in Battles , is the title by which Admiral Watfon is krown in w?.. 
nor is Chundernagore known by any other name than that of Tarajb-djtga, the Frcnc/i 
Point or Promontory. 

(61) Terrana, a French officer, who, diflatisfied with Renaad, the governor of the fort, 
went over, not to the Admiral, but to the Colonel, to whom he became of feme ofe.— 
This man who had fome merit, having made money in the Englilh fcrvice, fent a ftvr 
years after, a fuppiy to his father in France, promifing to take care df him henceforward. 
The old man returned the money, with a letter, in which he protefted agaf ft holding any 
correspondence"with a traitor to his country; and the fon, in defpair at the ftyle of the 
letter, hanged hiinfclf at his own door, with his own handkerchief. He was a*ta£l, (lout 
man, who having loft his right arm by a bait of cannon, had found means to write 1 - 
gibly with the left, and what is more, to write a pamphlet on Artillery, in good Englilh. The 
officers at firft would not admit him in their corps; but the Colonel remonftrated, and /.a 
obferved, that his word was engaged to the man on that article, and tkatf a failure 
on his part would preclude any further defertions. 


deemed 




deemed the enemies and friends of Seradj-ed-d68!ah, in the fame 
manner as his enemies and friends, were reputed the enemas and 
friends of the Engltfh; they infilled that it was obligatt|y on both 
‘■jdes, as being a fpecial article, in the laje treaty. “ Now, added they, 
“ as ’Sve have beaten the French, and driven them away; and that 
« Prince has taken them under his protection, and he intends to keep 
“ them in his fervicc; fuch a conduct, being contrary to agreement, 
may occafion a breach in the treaty, and give birth again to troubles 
“ and diflcnfions.” Thefe rcprefentations of the F.ngliih agent were 
fupportcd by malecontents that wilhed Seradj-ed-do 81 ah’s downfal: 
they contended, “ that to fall out with the Englifti, for fuch a 
“ parcel of run-aways, was vety improper; and that he had better dihnifs 
“ thofe Arrangers.” Seradj-ed-d68lah, upon thole reprelentations, fcijt 
; or M 81 her Lafs, and had' a long conference with him, “ The latter ob- 
“ ferved that fhould that Prince chufe to give his protection to the 
“ affairs of the French Company, for the fake of the French re- 
p fugees, fuch a proceeding might he reputed an infraction of 
« t hi s treaty: but that to entertain a few fugitives amongft the many 
« thoufands of other nations in his fervice, could never be deemed a 
a br<.e.ch of the articles.” This anfwer plcafed Seraj-ed-d 68 . 1 ah, and 
he gave it tl -•je Engljfh agents; but thefe, fupported and inftigated 
'his numerous enemies, repeated their former pretenfion, and made 
great inftances^ thofe enemies of his were equally artful and numerous; 
and under the'cloak of zeal and attachment, they were perpetually mg- 
ing in his ears, that to “ fall out with fuch foes as the Englilh, for 
« the fake oP an handful of wretched fugitives, was not a prudent 
proceeding; “but rather fuch as might be productive of evil and re¬ 
pentance.” Seradj-ed-do 81 ah overcome by thefe repeated inftances, 
advifed M8fher Lafs to repair to Azim-abad; and he fpoke much in 
order to bring him to his opinion. Lafs, on his departure, told the Navvab, 
that “ moftof his fervants, minifters, and generals, either were difaf- 
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Anf«er of ** lifted to his perfon, or had already entered 

M8fher-t,uft> / 

the French «* the Tinglilh j and that it was out of dififfe&ion to his perfon they 

commander, ‘ ° < 1 4 

anii hi# pre. « were f Q gefinous of feeing -the French at a diftance: that thofe fa ne 

diftioo. ° 

" men after the departure bf <-he French, would embroil him with the 
Englifh, and thereby would find opportunities to advance their own 
,c affairs, and to ruin thofe of their mailer’s: but that fo long aa he, with 
* f his handful of French, would be in his fervice, no One would 
dare to lay his hands upon Seradj^ed-d681ah, and none would 
<f ierve him fo well in a day of battle: that after giving h i no that 
“ piece of advice, he would leave him to his own choice in taking what 
“ refolution he might pleafe.” This fpeech made an miprefiion on Seradj- 
ed-do'8'ahj but as he did not dare to keep ‘ him in his fervice, For fear of 
offending the EngUfh, he told him that at prtfenc it was fit that he fhould de¬ 
part; and that if there fhould happen any thing new, he would fend for him 
again. “ Send for me again?” anfwered Lafs, « Reft ajfured, nty Lord 
Navvahf added he, cc that this is the laft time we fhall fee each other: 
" remember my words: we fhall never meet again: it h nearly impoftibleft 
After faying thefe few words; he departed for Azirn-abad; and this depar¬ 
ture feemed to ferve as a fignal for the parties to exert themfelves: for now 
the diffeofions between Seradj-ed-dbSlah and his two principal generals 
rofe to ib great a height, that thefe tfwo commanders confident'*:! with the 
Djagat-feats, and the other difaffeftetl grandees; and all th'de joined to- , 
gether in the fcheme of overfetting Seradj-ed-d681ah, whole char after of 
ferocity and. thoughtleffnefs kept them m continual alarms, a*fd whofe 
ficklencfs of temper made them tremble. It was in thofe conjunctures 
that an ancient enemy of his, appeared again upon the flagc of-the world. 
This was Bibi Gahafity-begum: a princefs that had a rooted avelfion 
io him, and whofe heart was ulcerated by his having turned hdr oit* 
of her property and home: She now leagued herfelf fecretly with Rfif- 
djaafer-qban, and gave him much afliftance, by making intereft in his be-~ 
half with every one whom fhe thought to have conferved fome attach¬ 
ment to her concerns. To thefe “ fhe prefented, by the means of 

“ trufly 


into a correfpondence with 
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^/ .rrufty advocates, a long lift of the wrongs'fhe had endured; to thefe 
« {he fent fccret meffages, to claim at their hands all tbc ; , right® 
« which Aaly-verdy-qhan’s .daughter, and Nevazifh -mal ,'ned - qhan x 
*< confort, rnuft have acquired over their gratitude: (he recalled to 
,c their minds all the favors they had received from her lamily, recapi-* 
« tulated the violences Ihe had fuffered, and exhorted them to join Mir- 
« djaafer-qhan and Radja Doilob-ram.” And as in the moment tiiat pre¬ 
ceded the capture of Moti-djill, fhe had contrived to febret fome gold, by 
. the means of fome trufty old women and eunuchs, Ihe now took care to 
diftribute it adroitly; and Ihe even fent fome to Mir-djaafer-qhan. This 
general on his fide diftributed his money wherever he thought it would be 
effe&uali and he exerted himfeif fo well in taking in his pay every dif- 
banded foldier, and every hungry adventurer he heard of, that he loon 
.ffemblcd fecretly in his houfe and in his quarter a very refpe&able 
force. Affairs being now come to that pointj and every one of the gran¬ 
dees tending to one common center in view, which was to remove Seradj- 
ed-do8lah; every one pointed hi? efforts that way 5 every one, firmly per- 
fuaded that the concurrence of the Englifh was a neceffary piece to 


the completion of his wifhes, was exhorting them to break with that 
prince*.. Djagat-feat was one of the foremoft of them, and he had alfo the 
beft oppoytunkics: by the means of his mercantile agent Emin-chund, 
One of the principal bankers of Calcutta, he was perpetually exciting the 
Englifh to a rupture. Radja-d819b-ram likewife had his agent there on 
the faipe wand} and Mir-djaafer-qhan fent thither h t s fnend and con¬ 
fident, that fame Mirza-emir-beg, whom we have already mentioned as 
a generous man, who had carried untouched to the Englifh fugitives fome 
ladies of thek*s: an a&ionby which he had ingratiated himfeif in their 
minds.* "By hi, means he reprefented to the Englifh « the wrongs he had 
«r fuffered, the injuries offered to all the grandees, and the refoiimon tney 
4 had unanimoufiy taken to rid themfelves of Seradj-ed-do8lah. His 

aoent we:»t fo far as to fhew the very paper, figned by all the malecon- 

tents. 
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tents, by .which they promt fed to ftand by him againft Seradj-ed-do8Lah: 

he th,4 added thefe words: fC Do you, gentlemen, but put yourfelves in 
ft motion, dad come to fome fkimvilhi with Setadj-ed-do81ah; and we 
fi engage, after that, to do his bufinefs among® ourfelves effe&Gally: by a 
« fmall motion of your’s, you Avail put it in our power to rid odrfelves 
** and the world of the oppreflaons and violences of the tyrant* After 
fuch a confidence, he promifed to pay them three corors of rupees for 
their interference, and engaged ” his mailer s faith for lome other con- 
celTtons which were ftipulated, but of which I have no particular in- • 
formation. Thefe conditions were fworft to, and bankers engaged them- 
felves as fureties for the money. This promile was followed by a lift of 

i 

the injuries and oppreflions that had been offered to Biby-gahafity, and 
to the others. Thefe mitigations could not but make their effe& upon 
the Englifh. This nation, which has not it’s equal in prowefs, and c- ... 
rage, and ftrength of mind, but which is as covetous as any other} (and 
indeed where is the man, who in the pride of conscious power and victory, 
has not an avidity for conquefts, efpecially if the means be ready, and already 
provided at his hand?) the Erglifh, I fay, on being informed of the ftate 
of things at Moorfhoodabad, held a great council, the refult of which wasi 
« that the propofais and offers of Mir-djaafer-qhan and Radja-dRl^ram 
«< ought to be accepted, and that preparations ought immed'etdy to be made 
“ for declaring war.” But as it is not cuftomary with this nation, norinoecd 
with any man of fenfe, to break with anyone, without a fufficient fubjedl; ir 
is probable that in their, negotiations with Seradj-ed-do8Iah, they had found 
fome grave fubjed that might warrant a rupture: of this indeed I could get no 
information; but probably they found it in the dilatorinels and negleft of 
the payment of the fum of money ftipulated for the plunder made in Cal¬ 
cutta; and to all appearance that Prince himfelf found it I rd to part with 
fuch a fum as one coror of rupees, for a promife made only ! n a moment 

fc 

of neceffity. Be it as it may, the refolution for war having b en taken at 
Calcutta, Colonel Clive, better known under the title of Sabut-djung, pre¬ 
pared 
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ared to march wirh the troops and necefiaries which he had at hand. 

This intelligence ftruck Seradj-ed-doglah: fenfible now that he had rip 
other refource but that of regaining the hearts of his enemies, he,at once made 
his appearance at the wicket of diffimuktion anc^at the gate of carefles } but 
he advanced nothing by that itep:. for, as fays the Poet: 

“ Afterliaving fuffered your oppreflions for a whole year, and feen you tear my liver oat 
of my body, 

«' Do you expe& that I am to forget all thofe wrongs for a little^ fawning you have now 
let up? ,J> 

The Prince at the fame time fent part of his forces to Palafiy, 
under the command of Radja-dollSb-ram, with orders to prepare an 
intrenched camp, and every’ thing neceffary for defence and war. 
That commander repaired thither, and in appearance, feemed bufy 
in executing the orders he had recieved j but in fad he was only 
intent upon his own bufinefsj for he not only entered into a private 
agreement with the Englifh, but added fome articles to their treaty with 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, whilft at the fame time he was daily gaining to his party 
fome officers amongft the troops he commanded, under promife of doing 
for them fomething according to their own wifhes. The fame manage¬ 
ment was likewife pradifed in town by Mir-djaafer-qhan, who now com- 
^rr.enced to appear at Court, but always well accompanied. The defedion 
bdcame now fo general, that it is credibly reported that by this time few 
men remained in their hearts attached to Seradj-ed-do31ah: all the reft 
having beeft gained over by thefe two commanders. .The report being 
now fpread that Colonel Clive had moved from Calcutta at the head of 
an a-my, this intelligence engaged that Prince to draw from his ears that 
cotton of >l<fth and negled with which he had Huffed them. With vifible 
reludJ’ft- of mind, and a heart big with grief and deipondence, he quitted 
his palace of Manf8r-gundj, and marched with thofe troops in which he 
repofed a .confidence, that is, thofe belonging to Mir-meden, and to 
Radja-mohon-lal, and a few others, with which he arrived at Palafiy. 
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On''the oppofite fide, Colonel Clives with the troops of his own. nation 
and foqie bodies of Talingas, (the whole of his army not amounting to 
more than two or three thousand men), took poll in the grove of Palaf- 
17 ( 62 ), where he Ihewed imfelf in battle array: it was on a Thurfday, 
A. D. 1757 . the fifth of Shevval, in the year 1170 : and there the fire of battle and 
daughter, that had been hitherto kept alive under a heap of embers v now bla¬ 
zed out into flames. But as thejnation of Hat-wearers have no equals ui 
the art of firing their artillery and mufquettry with both order and rapidity, 
there commenced fuch an incelTant rain of balls and bullets, and fuch a 
hot endlefs firing, that the fpeclators themfelves were amazed and con¬ 
founded; and thofe in tbe battle had their hearing deafened by the conti¬ 
nual thunder, and their eye-fight dimed by the eodlefs flafhing of the exe¬ 
cution. All this while Mir-djaafer-qhan, the author of all thefe evils and 
troubles, contented himfelf with Handing at a diftance with the troops 
under his command, exactly like one who had come only to fee the en¬ 
gagement, although his foie aim was to effect Seradj-ed-do81ah’s downfal. 
But this was not the cafe with Mir-meden, and a few others, who were in 
earned:, and wilhed to gain the victory.; thefe were in defpair qn feeing 
that inaftion. The cannon-balls meanwhile fell fo thick amongft them, 
that this officer did not dare to come to a clofe engagement; but yet he ad¬ 
vanced little by little in good order and with a good countenance, till at e 
l.ift he and Mohon-lal arrived near the grove of Palaffy, from whence the,. 
English made fo violent a fire: It was at about three o’clock in the after, 
noon. I t is reported that the Colonel, at fight of this, feverely reprimand¬ 
ed fome agent, who was then near his perfon, and faid, " that his matter 
“ had promifed and pledged himfelf, that the troops, as well as the qom- 
« manders, were totally alienated from Seradj-ed-d681ah; and .that as foon 
<•*’ as fome engagement fhould take place, they would do his 

■ ■ —■■■'- " r r « —t-- - - - - T " ’ - ———■ 

(62) Thefe woods are all regularly planted, and kept clean; for moil of the fruit-trees? 
in India are tall trees, Thefe groves are exceedingly common all over that country: fhatl 
* f of Pal ally in particular may have .been two miles in circuit; it is a fquare; but row it is 

greatly negle&ed and diminiihecL 
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'« effectually. 4s much as I can fee , added the Colonel, the very tsverfe 
of all that is taking place \ The agent anfwered, that “ thole that were 
« now prefling upon him, were thofe corps that were attached to Seradj- 
« e3-do81ah; and that whenever thefe, fhou^ be vanquifhed, the Colo- 
« ne‘4 would not fail to fee tokens of what he (the agent) had promifed. And in 
reality jhe day of retribution was now come; for Seradj-ed-db81ah and his 
forturte had now become liable to the laws of retaliation. That valorous Mir- 
medden, who now behaved fo well in the engagement, and who to his 
heroical Valour joined fentknents of attachment and zeal, was overfet 
by a cannon-ball, whilft he was advancing and encouraging his men: this 
ball, as if fent by an exprefs to exadl a tribute upon his exiftence, carried away 
one of his thighs, and in appearance left him for dead : he was already wing¬ 
ing his flight into eternity, when they brought him in that condition to 
his Prince; to whom rig? dying warrior having had juft time to fay a few 
words concerning his zeal and che difpofltions he had made for the en- 
gagment, foon furrendered his foul to his Maker. Such a fpe&ade (truck 
Seradj-ed-do8lah: he was troubled and confounded, and leaned to have loft 
his preface cf mind *. he fent for Mirvdjaafer-qhan, and patiently waited 
till rhe other Ihould be pleafed to come. But that general having Ihewn 
a difinclination from fuch an interview, repeated meffages and prefllng fo 
■ licitations became necelfary to pufhim in motion: at laft he came, accom- 
phmed'by his fon Miren, alias Mir-mahmed-fadyc-qhan, by Qhadem-haf- 
fen-qhan, and by a numerous body of his friends and followers, w\ 
med. Seradj-ed-d631ah (poke to him in the humbleft (train, and at 
defeended to the lowed (applications; he even took his turbant from off 
his head; (at leaft this was the report) and placed it before the General; 
to who^Th* addreffed thefe very words; I now repent of what I have 
done-, t-jd a vailing myfelf of thofe ties of confanguiniiy whichfubftfi between us, as 
well as of thofe rights which my grandfather, /laly-verdy-qhan, has doubtlefs 
■acquired upon your gratitude, I look up to you, as to the oniy reprefentative of tons 
venerable perfonnage-, and hope therefore, that, forgetting my paf irefpaffes, you 

(hall 
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jhall henceforward behave as becomes a Seyd, a man united in blood tome, and 
a man of fentiments, who conjerves a grateful remembrance of all the benefits 
he has received from my family: I recommend rayfelf to you: take care oj the 
mifervation of my honor ana life ( 70 ). This affefting fpeech had no effect 
on Mir-djaafer-qhan, who finding that the occafion for which he had been 
looking out this long while, was now at hand, thought only of availing 
himlelf of it: lo far was he from forgetting what indeed he ought to have 
forgotten. Treafori having already taken pofFeTon of his heart, he coldly 
anfwered, that the day was now drawing to it's end: mid that there remained 
no time for an attack ; fend a counter order to the troops that are advancing 
faid he; recal thofe engaged ; and to-morrow, with the blejfmg of God ; 1 wilt 
join all the troops together , and provide for the engagement . Seradj-ed~do 8 - 
lah obferved, that they might be attacked by the enemy in the night: thisjf 
alfo the General took upon himfelf to provide aJKinfl., and he promifed 
that the enemy would not form a night attack. 


<§L 


Bv this time Mohon-Ial, who had advanced with Mir-meden, was clofe- 

ly engaged with the enemy; his cannon was ferved with effeft ( 63 ); and 

his infantry having availed themfelves of fome covers and other grounds, 

were pouring a quantity of bullets in the enemy’s ranks. It was at this 

*?» 1 
moment he received the order of falling back, and of retreating. He 

anfwered, 4< that this was not a time to retreat; that the aft ion was fo far 

“ advanced, that whatever might happen, would happen now; and that 

** fhould he turn his head, to march back to camp, his people would dif- 

“ perfe, and perhaps abandon themlelvcs to an open flight. “ Seradj-ed- 

* 

(70) This fpeech, which is as laterally translated as the idiom would is nei¬ 

ther that of an ideot, nor that of a tyrant; nor is that prince’s behaviour to ShaO- 
cac-djung’s family and children, or to our author*? family, that of an ideot or a tyrant. 
Seradj-ed-dhSlah appears to have hern a young man very itt educated, through aiv over v 
fbndnefs in his parents ; and a Prince too early transferred from the fchooi to a throne, 

(63) That cannon was ferved by a mimber of Frenchmen, commanded by Sin fray, as 
the report goes, who was a Member of the Council of Chandernagor in 1757. 
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^Slah, on this arifvycr, turned towards Mir-djaafer-qhan, and the latter 
coldly anfwered, “ That'the advice he had propofed was the beft in his power* 
« and that as to the reft, his Highnefs was the mafter of taking his own 
t* rcfolutions." Seiadj-ed-doillah intimidated: oy his General’s coldncfs, and 
overcome by his own fears and apprehensions, renounced his own natural fehfe, 
.,,nd* fubmitted to Mir- djaafer-qhan’s pleafure ; he lent repeated orders, 
with prefling meffages, to Mohon-lal; who at laft obeyed, and retreated 

from the poft to which he had advanced. • 

4 VERSES. 

'< When the times become dark, and unprofperous for a man, 

“ He never fails to do precifely what he ought not to have done. ,# 

This retreat of Mohon-lal’s made a full impreflion on his troops: the 
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Seradj-ea-do8- 

fight of their General’s retreat damped their courage; and having at the 
fame time fpied fome parties which were flying (for they were of the com- bfT V- 
plot), they difbanded Iikewife, and fled, every one taking example from 


his neighbour; and as the flight now had loft all its fhame, whole bodies 
fled although no one purfued; and in a little time the camp remain¬ 
ed" totally empty. Seradj-$d-d681ah informed of the defertion of his 
troops, was amazed; and fearing not only the Englifh he had in his front, 
but chiefly the domeftic enemies he had about his perfon, he loft all 
firmnefs of mind: confounded by that general abandonment, he joined 
„the run aways himfelf; and after marching the whole night, he the next 
day at about eight in the morning ai rived at his palace in the city. He 
had ordered that his principal commanders fliould attend with their troops 
for the fafety of his perfon, until he might take hreath, and refolve on 
what he was to do next; but none attended to what he laid, and every one. 


without ceremony, went to his own home: even Mirza-iredj-qhan, his 
father-in-law, did the fame. In vain did the Prince lay his curbant at his 
£eetf*hrtd intreat him for God’s fake to remain with him, and to afiemble 
fome troops about his palace, that he might ftay with lafety, if flaying 
ihould become proper* or depart with fome decency, lbould flight be¬ 
come neceflary; he would not hear, and he allb quitted him under a 
variety of pretences, and went to his noufe, Seradj-ed-db81ah abandon) d 
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by his troops, and deferted by his whole court, refolvedco retain fome people 
at leaft about his perfon; and he ordered that whoever hatf any demand upon 
the treafury, fhould be immediately fatisfied: numbers immediately throng¬ 
ed into it, fome for their arrears* and fome for advances to help them- 
felvesout; fome others likewife, under a variety of pretences, croud&f into 
it, and received as much as they pretended to; for orders had been given 
to rejedt no man; fo that during the whole night the treafury was full of 
people, who took money on every pretence they could devife, and carried 
it home: but none remained with him notwithftanding that liberalityj for 
he had miftaken the time when it was neceffary, not only to abilairi from 
acquiring gold and wealth, but alfo to fpend that already hoarded up at 
home: he had never thought of being liberal, nor ever had entertained 
any thoughts about reftraining either his tongue or hand from injuring and 
opprefling people; and now that the day of retribiicion was already at harld, 
the day when he was in his turn to fuffer all kinds of miferies and all kinds 
of torments in his own perfon, he betook himfelf to a diftribution of trea- 
fures: he ought to have remembered what the Poet hasfaid: « 

ft 

t( Men in power, do not opprefs thofe that have preceded you in it, # 

“ For the world is not likely to remain for ever under the fame command. 

** Do not tear (take care) people’s feet from their place, 

*' As it is uncertain whether your own feet fliall ever remain where they are. 

4< A number of hearts gained is of more uf& than a full treafury; 

4i But better (till an empty treafury than a throng of alienated hearts. 

44 Do not pufh any one fo rudely as that his feet ihould ftagger and fail, 

** Left fome day it may be thy fate to fall at thofe very feet.— 

4t Never think an enemy too inconfiderable; 

* f For I have feen a large mountain grown up from a fmall ftone. 

44 Do’ft not thou fee that when piiinires have joined together, 

4i They can force groans from the molt formidable Lions? 

" h there any thing in the World fo feeble as the filk threads, when afunder? 

44 And yet when twifted together, nothing is fo ftrong : they become eijual tu adhain. 

Seradj-ed-do8lah finding himfelf left alone for a whole day *!vis pa¬ 
lace, without a Angle friend to unbofom his mind with, and without a fin/ 
gle companion, to fpeak to, took a defperate refolution.—In the dead of 
the night he put Lutf-en-ne/Ta his confort, and a number of favorites 
into covered coaches and covered chairs, loaded them with as much gold, 

and 
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' and as many as jewels as they could contain, and taking with him a number 
of elephants with,his heft baggage and furniture, he quitted his palace 
about three in the morning, and fled; it was the feventh of Shevval. 
By - one of thofe fatalities fo confpicuous in .mV fate of perfons of high fta- 
ticmvand which proceeded from his own ignorance of the world, and the un~ 
ileadinefsof his temper, inftead of takingto the left hand, and going toRadj- 
mahl, as he had deteimined at firft, he ftruck to the right, and went to 
Bagvangolah, where he immediately embarked on a number of boats which 
are at all times kept ready in that ftation. But if inftead of taking that 
fatal refolution, he had continued his journey by land, as it had been his inten¬ 
tion, and had fent notice to fome commanders of his, who had not yet join¬ 
ed the malecontents, it is paft doubt that numbers of them would have fol¬ 
lowed him, through perfonal attachment, and many more by a principle 
of avarice and ambition: in a few hours time he would have been joined 
by fome thoufands: and people feeing him fo well accompanied would have 
not dared to oppofe his journey. It is even probable that his retinue would 
have fwelled at every ft age, and that he would have found himfelf at laft at 
the head of a refpe&able force. But what man has had it in his power to 
withftand his own deftiny ? and how is it poflible to parry the decrees of an 
impending fate? Seradj-ed-do8lah, now in his boats, was advancing on 
his way to Azim-abad: for on f.he firft motions of the Englifh from Cal¬ 
cutta he had wrote a prefling letter to M8fhur Lafs to recommend his 
coming down immediately, without lofmg a moment. Unfortunately, 
inftead of a bill of exchange, he had fent him an order upon the treafury, 
of the province of Azim-abad : and as flownefs of .motion feems to be 
of etiquette with the people of Hindoftan, the difburfing of this money 
toyk tsp fo'much time, that when Lafs was come down, as far as Fadje- 
mahal he found that all was over, and that Seradj-ed-do8-lah was no 
more/ his perfon having already been feizecl by Mir-djaafer-qhan’s peo¬ 
ple. "who had compleatcd their revenge upon him. M81hur Lafs being 
arrived at Radjmahal, foon heard of the cataftrophe, and he re- 
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turned to Azim-abad. He was hotly ptirfued by -Major Coote, whbvl-^ 
is now come with the title of General from Europe, \nd was then only a 
Major with Colonel Clive: his orders were to purfue vigoroufly, and in 
cafe of n"ed, to fight. In aft he purfiied incefiTamly; but Lafs, haring 
gained a day’s march upon him, continued retreating until he was bovuad 
Baclar, and beyond the Keremnaitaj that is, until he had been chafed 
beyond the laft limits of Seradj-ed-doB-lali’s dominions: after which die 
Major returned to his.commander. 

" '* * 

Mm-DjAAFERr<^HAN, finding that by Seradj-ed-d68-lah’s flight, the 

wind was blowing in his favor, tarried one day at Palaffy, where he had 

an inu view with Colonel Clive, and with the Englifh Rulers. There 

he renewed his engagements and promifes to them, took their troops in 

his fcrvice, and then, marched with them to Moorfhoodabad. Upon h^s 

march he was informed of Seradj-ed-do8-lah’s flight, of the general de- 

fertion amongft his commanders and troops; and of their being unani- 

moufly on his fide, together with the principal men of the city. *On this 

# 

intelligence he on the niorning of the next day made his entrv in the ci¬ 
ty, and took up his quarters in Seradj-ed-do81ah’s palace of Manfoor- 
guild), whence he got himfelf proclaimed all over the city. On this re- 

all over the city 

Moorflioo.ia- port both the traitors his aflfociates, and thofe that fought only their own 


repofe under an appearance of neutrality, haftened to offer their congra¬ 
tulations, and to prelent their homages; and even thole few who ftill ftuck 
to Seradj-ed-d681ah in their hearts, and were not pleafed with the revolu¬ 
tion, found themfelves obliged to join the throng, for fear of being point- 

(«) The day of his being proclaimed, he invited the Coionel and the principal Englifli, 
as well as the principal Grandees of his Court, and the principal Com madder/of his 
troops. A magnificent mefned, or throne*‘was ijpread at the North end of* tbe*TialI, 
where it remained empty for a time, notwithstanding the Coloners in treaties ;\at laft 
the vi&orious Commander got up, took Mir-diaafer-qhan by the hand, carried him to 
the mefned, made him tit in it, kept him down with ihe arm, and then prefen ted 
hU Nezer. This was followed by the Nezers and homages of ihe Englifh* afcd of all 
drefent; and a Royal falute announced the proclamation to the whole city* 

ed 
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at with the finger, krjd of becoming objects of chaftifement and oppref- 
fion. Mir Djaafer-^han, in the full poffeflion of fovereign power, beat 
loud the drum of dominion and command; and ;n conjunclicn with Radj- 
dSlIofi-ram, whom - he made his firft miniftcr, ind the center of all tranf- 
a£tion£, he applied himfelf to the bufmefs of quieting the minds of the peo¬ 
ple: but his firft care was to take proffeffion of Seradj-ed-do81ah’s 
treafures (64), and to divide them with the Englifh, according to the terms 

X > of 


{64) .As we have been ourfelves, in the very next year, in the Company’s fervice, a* 
Linguifts to Colonel Clive, in whofe camp we were, we remember to have heard from the 
mouth of Mr. John Wallh, who was Coni mifiary in' that army, that himfelf went ir.to 
that treafury, with Mr. Wats, Mr. JLulbington, Ram-chund. the writer or Divan, and 
Dabekiftiun’ the Moonfhy or Perfian Secretary, and found it to contain one hundred and 
fever ly-fix lacs in fitter', two and thirty lacks in gold, two cherts of gold ingots, four of 
jev.;ls fet, and two lerterones of loofc ftones and gems: but what is fingular, and yet 
true this was only the outer treafury : and thofe renowned Englifh, who look, down with 
contempt on the intellefis and abilities of the Bengalees, and yet are perpetually bubbled 
and duped by them, did not know any thing of the inner treafury, faid to contain 
eight„corors, and which, purfuant to a cuftom well known in InJia, and which is ordina- 
w even to private men, was kept 19 the Zenana, or women’s apartments. This inn’r 
treafury was made away with between Mir-djaafer, Emir-beg-qhan, Ram-chund, and 
Labekiihun, whofe iilencc was purchafed by afiaare in the contents, or who, it was laid, 
made away with the Colonel’s fhare. This much is certain, that ten years after. Ram- 
chund who tn 1758 was only a writer at fixty rupees per month, died worth fevemy- 
two i a c S in carta and bills; four hundred Jarge water-pots, eighty of which were of gold 
and the reft of filver : eighteen lacs in landed properly, and twenty lacs of jewels; in all 
ororand a quarter. All this immenfe property, which then became notorious, and which 
IttBarwell rated at’ only eighty lacs, could not have been made under Vanf.ttart, whofe 
Divan he became; for Vanf.ttart himfelf, who had brought a lac of property into 
Veneal and left it with no more than nine (a fum which his very falary and comm.f- 
fion could have eafily made up), was far from being worth one-tentlf of the property ol hi. 
Divan although both that Governor and Haftings were fo much cried down at that time for 
bavins* fold » Mir.caffein-qhan for twenty-two lacs: an aflerticr, proved to be 

an atrocious calumny, whenWnnfittart, after a four years adm.mrtration, let out for 
England with lef, than ten lacs; and Haftings his aflociate, proved to be fo poor, 
that having in vain applied to his Dmn (CantS) for a fnpply ol twelve .Wand ru- 
rees prefvnt fubfilicnce in England,.he was at left obliged to recc.ve that art!dance 
from %fra Bedrofs (Coja Petruce), but wbhout being able to repay it fooner than ten years 
after,* when Haftings'came fecond to Madras). If then thefe two omnipotent men 
no money by a four years adminiftration, and by a revolution which put every 

thing 
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of the agreement concluded in his name, by Eadja DSlLoob-fam. But as he* 
was very rmich f'riitten with the charms of the title of Mehabet-djung, which 
had been borne by Aly-verdy-qhan, he ordered a newfeal to be engraven 
for himfelf, where he alfui ed the ftyle and titles of Shudjah-el-rnulk, 
Hyflam-ed-d68lah, Mir-djaafer-aaly-qhaii bhadyr, Mehabet-djungV that 
is, the high and valiant Lord Mir-djaafcr-qhan, who is the Valorous of 
the Hate, the Sword of the empire, and the Formidable in war, and the Ma- 
jeftic in battles. At the fame time he bellowed on his fon the title of Shahamet- 
djung, or Valorous in war, which had been borne by the late Nevaziih- 
mahammed-qhan; and that of Haibet-djung on his own brother Mit-mah- 
med-caze'm-qhan: that being the title that had once been borne by the illuf- 
trious Zin-eddin-ahmcd-qhan. He likewife fent circular letters of confir¬ 
mation to all the men in office throughout the three provinces, that had now 
become his kingdom. But this was only after lie had already difpatcked 
Mir-mahmed-ca(Tem-qhan, his fon-in-law, with a force to intercept Seradj- 
ed-db81ah. Preffing letters were likewife fent to his brother Mir-da8d, 
who was at Radje-mahal with injunctions to (pare nothing in laying hold 
of his perfon. 

This unfortunate Prince, already overtaken by the claws of defiiny, was 
arrived at the fliore oppofne to Radj-rndh). where he lan Jed^r about one 


thing in their power, of courfe Ramchund, who was only their fervant, could mal e 
hut little himfelf, if any at all: the coror and quarter thrfn mull lave been the 
Colonel’s /hare, which he funk in his own pocket. This aflemon will be much corro¬ 
borated by the incredible fum which Labekifhun (in Colonel Clive’s rime, a man at 
furty rupees per month, as well as Ram-ehund ) is Add to have expended at his mo¬ 
ther’s funeral (nine lacs), and by the immenfe fortune which Menni- be^am, th favo¬ 
rite confertof Mir-djaafcr-qhan’s, is knov n to be priTtil'ed of to this day. i iVis fortune, # 
which is computed by corors, could not be made any where, but at that prerife occa¬ 
sion; for her hufband is known to have lived and died poor, diftreiTed, and ehor- 
moofly indebted; fo much fo, that his troops more than orice endanger: d ’ife ft*r 
their pay, and at lail confpixed againit him with Mir-ciiFem, his ibn-in-law. 


houir 
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ir, with intention only to drefs up fome kichn ( 65 ) to* himfc. Jf and ror 
his daughter, as welt as for his women, not one of whom had tailed food 
for three days and nights. It happened that a Fakir refided in that neigh, 
bourhood: this man, whom probably he, had ..either difobliged or opprefled 
in the days of his full power, rejoiced at this fair opportunity of glutting 
his refitment, and of enjoying a revenge: he expreffed a pleafure at his 
arrival; and taking a bufy part in preparing fome vi&uals for him, he 
, meanwhile fent an exprefs over the water, to give information to the 
Prince's enemies, who were actually rummaging heaven and earth, to find him 
out. ' Immediately on this advice of Shah-dana’s (for fuch was that man's 
name), Mir-cafiem and Mir-da 8 d crofled the water, and having got him 
futrounded with their armed men, they had the pleafure of becoming maf- 
ter’s of his perfon, as well as of his family and jewels, 

VERSES. 

, “ Be this my advice to thee, if thou wilt but hear me; 

“ If thou bujl planted thorns, thov eanfi not txped to reap jonquils.” 

Seradj-ed-do81ah, fenfible that the day of retribution and retaliation had 
overtaken him, defeended to the loweft Applications; but they only ferved 
to render him an objeft of taunt and reproach to a fet of men, to whom, 
but a few days before, he might have difdamed to (peak: everyone of 
.them he mtreated to obtain a penfion for him, and a corner of ground, 
where he might live forgotten; but no one heard him. Every one was 
only intent on the opportunity now before him. Mir-caflem-qbao, who 
had got Otf-neffa in his power, engaged her, partly by threats, and 
partly by promifes, to difclofe where washer cafkec of jewels; and this 
t |y alue of which could not be computed but by lac s, fell in his 

(6c VKubri, is a me fs of pulfe and rice boiled together, but fo, hov ever, as that all the 
prrihs fl-ould remain afunder. It is the ofoal food of the pooreft people ... nce-coun tr.es, 
though there is a way of rendering it acceptable to great folks, by frying it tn butter 
.6Hi‘ and then boiling the fame with fpices, &e. The Fakir at firft did not nnnd the 
Prince, as not fufpefting him to be any th.ng but one of thofe many traveller, that da. y 
pafs that way; but on calling his eyes on the very rich fl.ppm of las gueit, Ae put que - 
tions to the boat-men, who foon gave him full information. haflc j g 
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hands of courfe. Mir-da 8 d, on this example, laid his hands upon the 
other ladies, and leized whatever he could come at; Jo that the people 
with them, on feeing how matters went, made hafte to feize whatever 
was of their conveniency/ 


Sl 


Whilst this fcene was atting at Raje-mahal, Mohon-laal, that prime 
mtnifter whom his mafter had raifed fo high that he touched 'die firma¬ 
ment with his forehead, but who had thereby acquired and hoarded up an irrt- 
menfe capital in hatred and envy; Mohon-laal, I fay, was ftized at Moor- 
fhoodabad, and delivered to Radja-dSlob-ram’s cuftody, who was a 
doo like hirnfelf, and whom the new Prince wilhed to oblige by fuch a 
iurrender. The other very probably took poffeffion of all his prifoner’s 
wealth, as well as perfonj and it is very probable that in the difpute oc- 
cafioned by this immenie property, the man’s life jpas made away with (| \ 
Such was the minifter’s face. We are going to fee that of his mailer’s. 


This Prince, now become prifoner to his own iervants, was 
brought back to Moorfhoodabad, full eight days after he had quitted 
1757. it: and this happened the 15 th of Shevval in the year 1176 . He 
was in fo wretched a condition, that the people of God, who faw him in 
that wretchedneis, and remembered the delicacy, the glory, and the care 
and pomp in which he had been. bred from his very infancy, fotgot at 
once the ferocity of his temper, and the ihameful aaionsofhis life, and gave 
themli-lves up to every fentiment of pity and companion, on beholding 
him pafs by: they fay that fome officers, by whofe quarters he was led, 
could not bear to fee that excefs of mifery and wretchednefs, without 
wanting to refeue him immediately j but they were not fecond?d by their 
commanders, who having their hearts alienated from him, r and being 
under articles to his enemy, who had not been Iparing to them of either 


(f) Is was reported a year after that Mir-djaafer-qhan had fent fome Satellite* of his 
with orders to ctulgei him to death. Others fay, that Radja D811ob-ram got him poifoned, 
to free himiclf from the neceffity of furrendering a prifoner of that confluence.' 

his 
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tos gold and filver, artd had made them mighty promifcs befides, did not 
care to avail theinfel^es of the opportunity: Id that the men of lefler 
note, intimidated by the inaction of their fuperiors, repreffed their own 



ardour: , ■ » 

** 

WE.have faid, that Mir-djaafer-qhan had taken poffeffion of the palace 
of Manfllr-gunj: he now fixed his refidence in it, as being the abode of 
foverei^nty, and he refigned his own houfe in Djaafer-gundj to his Ion 
Miien: young man, born to him from Shah-qhanum, half-filter to 

*".!/-vrdy-qhan, who had taken her in his family after her father’s de- 
_cafe. This fon of his was not only equal to his father, but he went beyond 
him by fome degrees in every thing, whether we confider his manners 

J • Abominable 

and drefs {b) y or his riveted inclination to opprete and torment people: he 
was .lfo (till more expeditious and quick minded in flaughtering people, Nr * Navv,b 
and in committing murders: having a peculiar knack at fuch matters, 
and looking upon every infamous or atrocious deed as an ad of prudence 
and fprefight. His fyftem was, that fuch. fenfations, as pity and com¬ 
panion, anfwered no other pufyofe but that of fpoiling bufinefs. With 
fuch an heroical charader as this, he efteemed himfeh a man o '.nighty 
wifdom and prowefs, above all men ■, and, with fuch a blelled flock in hand, 
as the murders and other abominable adions he was committing every 
day without the lead fcruple, he thought his performances equal to all the 
achievements of Ali-verdi-qhan himfelf: a prince to whom he was fond 
of comparing himfelf. Such was the man, who firft heard ofSeradj-ed- 
do8l?.h’s arrivali for his father was then faft afleep at noon-day. He im¬ 


mediately ordered him into confinement, near his own apartment, and 

\l»ere fo little difference between the [Undoflany drefs of man and woman, 
that Lv turbant (which by the bye is worn by virgins of the Royal blood and 
bv others), it requires the eye of ftiU and experience to (late that difference: and this 
confffts in general in the tboia, or dofecoat, which is much higher with women, than 
with men: in the daman, or petticoat tacked to it. which is four times ampler in a woman 
than in a man; and laflly, in the*lining of the hem, which is always ,n white with men 
but of the moft gaudy filks with women, and thefe too adorned with lace. M.ren dreffed 
like a woman, and moreover fpoke like a woman j that is, upon an emergency he made 

ufe of thofe feminine exprefilons mentioned in a Note of the 7th SeOion. _ 
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propofed to a large company of his friends, then prefent, to go difefth 
a nd difpatch that Unfortunate. This was peremptorily refufed by them all, 
to a man, not one of them chufing to fully his hands with fo ugly an 
action} and fome even complained of the propolal. At laft, one Mafp. 
medy-beg (64), accepted the commiffion, which fo many had rejedfod'wMt 
indignation: this man, who had been bred in the houfe of Seradj-od-doSlah’s 
father, and in that of Aaly-verdy-qhan’s con fort} who had made his for- 
Mr-s by marrying an orphan virgin, in whole education that unfr rtunate 
grand-mother had taken .plcafurc; this was the man who tinshrook this 
murder; this was the man who accepted the horrid commiffion; ana -wc 
or three hours after the fugitive’s arrival, he fet out to difpatch him. 
Seradj-ed-doSlah had no fooner caft his eyes upon that mifereant, than he a(k- 
ed, whether he was not come to kill him ? And the other having anfwered in 
the affirmative, the unfortunate Prince, on this confeffion, defpairea of 
his life (65): he humbled himfelf before the Author of all mercies, afked 
pardon for his paft condudf, and then turning to his murderer, tf They are 
not then , (broke he with a paffionate tone of voice), they are not faiisfied 
with my being ready to retire into fome corner, there to end my days 
uj>on a fer.fion : (here he paufed a while; and, as if recollecting fome- 
tning, he added)— No — they are not, — and I mufi die — to atone for Hojfein- 
c%li-qharis murder .” He had no time to fay more; for at thefe words 
the butcher fmote him repeatedly wich his fabre; and fome ftrokes falling 
upon tliat beauteous face of Ills, Co renowned all over Bengal for it’s 
regularity and fweetnefs, the Prince funk on the ground: but with thefe 
words in his mouth: « Enough ,— that is enough—I am done for,— 
and lhffein-c%li-qhan's death is revenged." On uttering thefe words, he 

rell on his face, returned his foul to it’s Maker, and emerged out of 
-----—--*--- 1 : __ 

( 64 .' f ias Mahmedy-beg, is alio known under the name of Laal-mahmei; or elfe 
Laa !-ntah»ed, a favourite iervant efMiren’s, was joined in the commiffion. 

( , 6s: /; Re I ' nnce havin £ fo far recollected himfelf as to wifii to purify himfelf according 
to law ffor fuch a purification, and alfo another, together with two fhort prayers are of 
obi,gat,on on any man going to the charge, or to death) was refufed; upon Which he 

a c. oi.ie water to (jutijch a violent third; and this alfo having been refufed, he Aib. 
muted to las fate. 

this 
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is valley of miferies, by wading through his own blood: his body was 
hacked to pieces, by ftrokes without number; and rhe mangled carcafe 
being thrown acrofs the back of an elephant, was carried through¬ 
out- he moft frequented parts of the city, by way of notifying the 
accefm of the nm [oversigns: but what is Angular, and yet is univerfally 
attefted, the elephant-driver having for fomc particular bufmefs of his 
own, flopped for a moment, it chanced to be precifely at Hoflein-c81i- 
loor, where fome drops of blood were feen to drop from the man- 
an d they fell on the very fpot where that nobleman had been 
lered but two years before. 




•* See, and take warning, ye that have eyes* . 

•• It waa in this manner the, wind Ihifted, and the face of things changed, 
i f o world, fickle and fragile! O world, incapable of {lability !— 

Do not fet your heart, my friend, upon fuch a world: it is like a ftranger, 

“ Like a dancer, tha| goes every day from houic to houfc.(‘) 

** What for to fall in love with a fair one, 

» Who Hiifts her hufband ever/ morning? 

“ And indeed to a wife man the world is but like a beauty, 

€« who couftantly roves from one to another, 

♦< Acquire and bring together all Caron’s wealth, 

a You (hall carry no more with you, than what you have enjoyed, er bellowed.— 

««*Do good to day, fince the field Is your’*, and you have the power of it; 

•t Make hade: for the next year, the field will pafs to another tenant.” , 

Ssradj-ed-doSlah’s mangled body having been carried through fo many 
Greets, was palling by his mother’s gate, who being a Princefs accuftom- AJAin, 
rued to live immured, knew nothing of the revolution; and fhe only in¬ 
quired what was the caute of the confufed noife and cries fhe heard to-day 
without her walls. On being informed of the matur, the unfortunate 
Princefs, unable to contain herfelf, forgot at once her le*, veil and flip¬ 
pers, and running out of the houfe, like one diftradted, fhe threw her¬ 
felf on the b< y, which fhe covered with her ki% and fate difconfolate, 
fttikmg repeatedly her face and breads. This fpeftade greatly affected the 
by-ftanders: but Qhadum-haffen-qhan, who had juft got upon the terrace 
of his houfe, to feaft his eyes with the fight of the mangled carcafe of 
his matter and benefa&or's fon, no fooner perceived the effedt it made on 


(*) Dance-women, although not profeffed proilitntes, are however reputed fuch. 









the honeft folks, than finding fault with the tendernefs of that pious th«mgf/ 
he fent a number of Mace-bearers and other fervants, who by dint of 
blows and cudgelling, and by the moft indecent violence, forced ’ . k that 
unfortunate Princefs, who at f’ght of her fon’s body, had loft ; id, 
and knew not herfeif where lhe was. Nximhers of other ladies, th , i 

followed her, in the fame condition, were ufed in the lame btrbarc 
manner. ■ dsq-: -■> 

' <’ 

It mutt be remembered, that when Seradj-cd-doSlah was <ghr 
town, Mir-djaafcr-qhan was taking his afternoon nap: forth'.? 
exedfive alteration in his circumflances, fo far from having . 1 

cuftom of his, had only. added ftrength to it, cfpecidlly ws*a >t 
taken his dofe of bang (*). The dole now being taken <?D 'chair - i 
command, and on the mefned of dominion, had operated in a two¬ 
fold manner: he lay dead to every thing; nor was any man daring enough 
to awake him. But there was no need of interrupting his lleep: his virtu¬ 
ous fon, before any intelligence had been conveyed to his father, had alrea¬ 
dy difpofed of that unfortunate Prince; and as Mh-djaafer-qhan, on rifing 
from deep,' had made hafte to fend a mefiage to that high-born’ fon of his, 
for recommending vigilance and watchfulness over the depofed Prince (for 
fuch was his expreffion), the hopeful fon laughed at the mefiage, and re¬ 
turned for anfwer, “ that he was- not a man to negleft fo important a 
ct charge j" and then turning to the by-ftanders, who were in great num¬ 
bers, he tauntingly reflected on his father, who was now fendjng mdfages 
and injun&ions, on a matter, which he had already taken care of, bydifpof- 
ing of the man, and effectually doing his bufinefs. “ Pray gentlemen., (ad- 
" ded he), is not my father a curious man with his meffage ? And indeed as 
tc a fon to Aaly-verdy-y ban's fifter, bow could I prove dilatory, in fo important 
“ a mof ier?” Such was the end of Seradj-ed-d8olah. 

(*) Ari intoxicating beverage, made of the leave* arid feeds of a kind of fla*, growing 
in India. 
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396 29 Service and to that part,-Service; and 

to that part # 

293 4 aad wuaded, —- and wounding 

29f 
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'Page Line 

397 21 and even by the f?nfccf, rrrl zr.d even by 

the fenfe of 

398 4 a Sight of him, and,-a fight .if him; stt 

359 J 5 th^hid wondered fobed in the dreary defeat 

of - ^hfence,and the wildeiFicfs of Reparation? 

quenched,-~ that had wandered- in ice 

dreary defert of abfonce, and fd e.d in the 
Wildemc!* of lepnr.dic n^now quenched.. 

405 2S every heart, ;.-.d aichcv.^-evdry ter, 

and although 

436 5, his attention this Radja, - his attention; 

this Itadjfl 

406 20 ali-verd'.-qhan, thi; Prince, - Alli-verJ> 

qhan. This Prince 

4c 8 2 of the Revenues' An odious yoke, — - of 

. the Revenues: an odious yoke 

4.10 7 to Signilife,- to Signal,fc 

410 10 ou the cnemi, when the day, —— on tfc® 
enemi; when the day 

414 15 out of about three hundred five thotifanfl 
jiorfe,— out of about three thonfand five 
hundred jiorfe 

416 19 ready at your hand: ready atyonr hand* 

with-Seradj-ed-doSla, -with- Seradj-cd* 

d6SIa 

1 forty Sabres, fhould come, —— forty fabre* 
fhould come 

2 Shocked and angry of their not coming near- 
Shocked and angry at their cautious back* 
wardnefs 

3 His head-quarters: — His head-quru ters. 

6 and fometimes HSgli, —- and fomctiiues at 

H8gli 

418 22 the Beputy-govenvx of the 8reflTa ;- the 

Deputy governor of the Sreffa: 

5 Ramp?r-bsfli,-Ramp 8 r*b« 5 S!ia, 

4 CouHtiy quiet and that, --Country qt:ietf 

and that 

5 at eafo, and as he was,— at rafr, and as he 

was 

432 r4 of theirs arrears. But obtained, — of theif 
arrears; but obtained 

440 12 their laguers’-their laggere 

441 9 Sot cut to his return, —— Set out on Ills re* 

turn 

441 22 Let me Siramper— Let me Scamper 

442 12 Proclaimed thau cf the Important, — was 

proclaimed the Important 

441 20 Shcvval 1 155,add in the margin A.D. 1741- 

41 

442 29 It was at fuch aconjunduretbattliofe whom 

the profpenty, found means throw 3 cc.— -—• 

It was atfucha conjundlare that thofe w!iom 
the profpenty of our family, lad rendeici 
jealous, found means to throw 
446 19 Bakyr*poor—Bakv-poor 
450 14 Seyd-aalim-oliah, Fcbateba,——*» Seyd-aalim 
oUah-Tebateba 
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j^jO xi refourees ef Providence, r/uif relfourcei of 

Tnifthfoac* 

450 1 3 So he was far,-he was far 

450 *4 Some inspiration from above h; hid,-— 

Some infpiration from atx>ve, Ke bid' 

451 5 If not taken altogether,- if not taken a- 

way altogether 

4.5a 13 and immaculate, bodied anceflor*, —■— and 
immaculate bodied anccftors 
45a 1 2 She fhut up the doors, of her lioufcs,—— • 
She fhiit up the doors of her houfes 
454 16 Ldndc d in his quai ter,-—^Landed in hi# 
quarters 

457 ** 1155 of the Hedjr*, m/d in the Mar*fityK, D. 

1740-41, 

458 20 Known for ftbllitles—— Known for a man of 

abilities 

458 26 an importin' man,-Impotent man, 

459 1 T otailjr ruinned, he loft,-—-totally ruinned ; 

he 

459 15 diftridl — diflri& of Ticarjr 

45 c; 30 Southed of Calcutta,—South weft of Cal ^ 

cutta 

460 3 Bro-ght with them,-brought with him 

460 6 countries, fuch a dcfign;—-—countries. 5u<£ 

a dcfign 

46 r 6 CoficeiHons 'prefered-conceftlons profer- 

red 

462 *4 and ftrip-him,—*— and ftripe him 

463 6 journey, where,——journey, and where 
463 25 So much of them is,——So much of them an 

is 

4C4 18 there.* but even—there; but even 

467 13 and of fo m.my - and with fo many 

469 4 Such imprefcon,— Such an impreftion 

469 6 Aali-verdi-qhan himfelf who, -Aali-verdi- 

qftan himfelf, \vh# 

469 9 Perf «£tioned - perfe&ed 

470 16 for making, f - oi walking 

471 25 Soldiers upon their Sab refs, - Soldi ei* 

fwcar upon their Sabres, t 

475 24 the right- the rights 

•475 24 oeareft relation, and all that, - ncareft re¬ 

lations : and all tlrat 

476 a benificence, - beneficence 

477 5 at Court - , the txeafon,-at Court. Such 

a treafon 

417 6 Ycfuf-aali, - y8fuf aali 

-- pacify his mind but,-pacify his mind; but 

477 17 ufual attendance, - ufual attendants 

477 24 to thefc two men, fo that, -^ thefe two 

men; fo that 

478 25 to the Yiceroy and running, to their 

arms filled,—-to the Vicfoy,running to their 
arms, filled 

481 3 identity, -II -nticiry 

4$i 89 fonprefung a red Iron 5 ’ —— Imprcffir.g vvi h 


red hat n 

4S1 27 Hadol-nehi, read Abdcd-nehi 

48a 28 miuifteri, nuftets 

482 29 to Saly forth, ——to Sally fortht 

4S3 13 hit iovotions, it wj;,- ~ h in ■: 

4*4 5 and tt> approach'to S:njt ; ^ 

proaeh Bengal " ipf 

485 % of having, - with ■' 

485 it of their honors,- bomjf . 

386 t at Aiimabadjfrom m Artr 

from whence »■V'£,;•* 1% W '\' 1 { 

486 9 ufual humour) and,!^ .^ ^nW 
486 X 1 Azima,—Azimai 
489 12 Mohmed-qhaii-onceJ.-«..^.MiHm3d-> "; 
489 19 each others com 


m 


'■‘V 


489 22 concieved, - cotfef*] ; w’ k. 

492 committ, -— r-t 

490 19 Siigraatifes — — ; k . 

49.0 3 to renew with the ‘Vi .ije(lamas- jti Ivan ** 4 n 
to renew my connexions ijfeththa !Vfa buoiv, . 

490 19 which man can comp h t - - Iwtcb 

perform •’ > . . . 

491 x r and in the intelligible, — -—and the ^ 

492 1 to di 'enable-to diffembid' 

492 17 rnanouevre—manojuvrer 

493 22 5 ayedet<-—S^yadet 

424 26 ran, towards, ——ran towards 
405 ri the confequence—confcquencef 
495 13 difeartened——difheartened 

498 26 preceded’ a few-preceded by a few 

500 25 come to us-— enme to us 

t-ot 30 as many - any 

502 a he ordered——ordered* 

502 7 a deal oi baggage befides whenever,--— 

deal of baggage befides, xvhenever 

303 21 of the of the Ganga - of the Gafaji? 

5.03 23 as well ns 7 ,«tr»anlah by Afghans, — —• ’ 
as well Vi Zcmsniah, by Afghans 

503 27 to Bengal to be there, — to Bengal, t* 

be there 

505 4 Shkh-abad where, —— Shah-abad, wher# 

507 j are worded, Siorni of pgaiir —— 

worfted again 

50? 1 Small troops —— Small troo,V ; 

508 18 Smitted-Smitten 

509 21 Abdol-aali-qhan, my uncle’s tent— Abdoi«- 

aali-qhan my uncle’s tent 

^xt 13 Ceraum*-cd-do 81 ah — Etram*e< 3 'dd?lali 

511 32 and to go over - and go ove? 

512 9 champSny — Company 

512 9 militery — mHitary 

512 15 Warfare, -warfare. 

512 2S afijftance - at a diftance 

51? 17 freightned - freighttned 

515 3 your words, but — your word*; b*J 

5^7.20 BerKohum-Birbohilnv 

518 a8 £nmity —* Enmicia* 
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even prefered, to me and even pre* 

•l to, me. 

is right Ata oihb-qhan, - at his right 

t Ata-ollah-qiian 

...Vo wa name to —• in her awn earner 

.-hamper. -- E 3 rhnnpor 

nis iunTes - the enemy>8 fcorf* 

, uy - foUjdatr 

'j-qhan- lreuj-cjhan 

‘Azem-’Shah - with Aazem-Sfi** 

'Em - Iredj-qhnn 

ah qhan - Mirza-Iredj-qhaa 

•ops U nude —- tro*pi nn..,* 

Atimai - Azimaii 

A If 17^9 - - ^ ^ *7 V 7 

, tor so engager/ent ■ — ■ for an engagement! 

? in Jp. x 749 y— A D r 747 - 
and' the Engagement becoming ■ 
becoming 

j J.ro igb': th* Viceroy's quarter'’ - 
f he Viceroy *£ quarters 
■3 iuft .jcuce ■ — — Sway 

wm *5 it haftewed —- v/as bellowed 

. 3 1 striped* -intrepid® 

6 h s country and fortune, a prey to - hi*- 

Country and hi »e, a* veil a* a prey, t* 

:o jjtKtf.er -- Lezer 

io at the fame time; -at the fame time* 

c which belonging -■» which belongs 

2 o.sz,itm - toazern* 

4 to Pgraniah hlc Capital -to T 3 amah. 

his Capital;- . i:\ 1;A V : ; 

13 Coffey - Coffey 

- after defeat of -after the defeat of 

16 mm line el's — — mutineers 

28 hlai.ad-biased 

i^-So many i3ft£»<bad — —— So many men that 
had 

15 Shah Dyban-ab.vl - Djehan abad 

21 than him - than he 

17 a -, r tei nevsrthfclci# - - a writer, never* 

thelefs 

_ _ W n/f fit rbe n u^ln A D. 1754* 53 

ifr S>jma - - Ljatna 

15 ncA\ r fuffered *—- never fuffer 

at in the {hqucl and - - In the fequd, 2nd 

9 wlkh .the hc,;d - 11 ,r at the h.ai 
9 numerous bod£ and^ — — numerous body, And 

14 Anr»cJ-qh n — — ^Ahmed*ql:an 

13 ;'.ti immenfebut $:■ nee- an iramenf* 

b.dbuce 

It tetotbi - Clothes 

17 Raihvcran - - Ratn-narain 

17 v,:rite ~t the margin - A. 1 >. 

io Hcram -ed-dolah ——- Pciam-cJ-doSl^i 

14 m/riu mh> tnMgifi - A. L>. * 754 - 5 $ 

ji Smcaking • Smoking 
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653 1 z Senilicence re<rd beneficence 

453 22 Nediahj and as -- Nediah. And as 

653 iS Ecr:fm.-e UdoSlahs, —— Ecram-ed-doSlahV 

454 1. T "jig patience on the fubjcCb —— Lofia 

path ace ao once 

• 54 23 Eieffed man. I fee - - bleffbd man; I fee 

^62 8 Mir-mahoSb-aaly -- M:r-mahb 3 b-aai; 

65 i 14 of Subjects: after -of Subje^vAftcr 

(.63 16 Nephew - - Nephew 

a 1 But the people of PSrauiah --But people 

of P8ran'uih 

•67 xa cf no avail, he was — of ho avail. K* was 

663 it Achant~Ray - Achant-Ray 

673 9 torn* by the pangs •*-- ■ tome by the thorns 

679 ,15 ccnyerfe and cherifli - P refer v® and che- 

rifh 

6$7 27 TI:djraor Hermaphrodite — Hedjralis or 
Hermaphrodites 

695 3 the Mnhatjiau, —•— theftTehadiant- 

•98 2i mortification —- moriftcations 
i -.j(j 24 this muff in- coirfideroble — — the meft i»* 
•considerable 

700 5 Elder Son to grarid Son - Elder Son t® - 

the grand Son 

702 5 the only man -the holy maT 

17 to account --- to an acccunr 

11 fjrnr.ity T - firmnefs 

702 22 Scr?.d*cd-dp. 3 :ahs- $er?.dj *ed dc?!a ! V 

30 for di&nchois Sake - - for t difluifhon*# 

fake 

33 bu'is or Cow- BviIIk, Qt a Covf 

7>5 i 3 Mahomed- Mvlxamincd 

706 23 f t.ndamcnuls- pound tions 

708 13 Sun as, a tievv r . -S- Sun, a» a 

thing 

711 12 Pcc-ohl --Terennial 

7r9 4 Iiulcclarc l war- In a declared war 

719 9 So f 1 ? \.' / and bravely - So faithfullf 

and fo biavely 
722 26 at us - - r.s we 

72 3 r9 as all otliei faithfully— —as all the other faithful 
730 aE' forcruo.'c in e:i ;cbng - feremoft ia 

7?7 25 Mifuitclligcncc MoEntjlligcnce 

7^3 12 hie refolvetl - - had rcfolved 

742 i Car* guzcr-qlnn - Crr-guzar-qhaa- 

746 23 Incartiped cnc rr/rd 

75 j 7 and live in it Li 1 cerement - — and I f® 
in retirement 

754 9 had now alTembled - had aCeinbled 

755 4 King Inghi’.ter -- King of J philter 

755 *9 every means wlucli —— by every cnerni 

which 

756 8' and to rctahiifhing - andfoi retablKhtug 

736 31 v/atcr, Calapani - water, than CaU F^ 


765 25 Confident 


Confidant 


777 34 « note °f t k e 7 Se^Uoa- 

(ik 
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